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Find aut more in ADB's Asian Development Outlook 2020 Update.

GDP Growth Forecast Update

India

2020

2021

-9.0%

Annual GDP growth ferecast

ADD 2020 forecast @ ADO 2020 Update forecast
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SAC Vice Chairman Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe Win addresses Illegal Trade
Eradication Steering Committee meeting 2/2023

Nay Pyi Taw March 29

The Nllegal Trade Eradi-
cation Steering Committee
held the meeting 2/2023
at the Ministry of Com-
merce here this afternoon,
addressed by the commitiee
chairman Vice-Chairman
of the State Adminmistration
Council Deputy Prime Min-
ister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win.

Also present were Union
ministers General Mya Tun
Oo, U Win Shein and U Aung
Naing Oo, deputy ministers,
Nay Pyi Taw Council mem-
ber, the Revenue Appellate
Tribunal chair, permanent
secretaries, directors general
and officials. Chairs of re-
gionfstate illegal trade eradi-
cation special teams took part
in the meeting through video
conferencing.

The Vice-Sentor Gen-
eral said SAC and cabinet
were reformed on 1 February
2023, and five-point Road-
map and Objectives were
amended The government
15 restoring national peace
and stability, enforcing rule
of law, developing people’s
socio-economy, and bringing
about human resources. Like-
wise it established the Illegal
Trade Eradication Steering
Committee under Notifica-
tron (43/2023) of SAC on 17
February 2023

Illegal trade 1s the main
obstacle in realizing the
point, “To encourage micro,
small and medium-scale en-
terprises based on domestic

raw materials in order to
substituteimport goods and
enhance export productsto
have long-term guarantees
and create employment
opportunities and increase
domestic production” of
the SAC's four economic
objectives Illegal goods that
are coming into the country
from abroad diminish a com-
petitive market and hampers
MEME development. Moreo-
ver, untaxed illegal goods
lessen the competitive power
of import-substitute goods
manufactured by MSMEs.
MEMEs will never be on the
rise in the absence of preven-
tive measures, checks and
legal actions against untaxed
imports. MSME develop-
mentmainly depends on thor-
ough search of 1llegal goods
and severe punishments.

The number of arrested
cases in February 2023 was
477 and the estimated value
of seized 1llegal goods was
over K5 12 billion, which was
51 cases and Ks 4.63 billion
more than 1n January When
compared with the same pe-
riod last year, the authonties
could seize 230 more cases
with an estimated value of
Ks 8 86 billion. Thanks to
the effective actions special
teams of regions and states,
the Customs Department
and departmental O55s had
exerted in accord with the
projects the number of seized
cases increased.

Increase in the number of
seized cases also indicates the

gtnmmitteémeeﬁn_ °21'02.3.
il F R

volume of illegal trade that
15 still large Hence effective
anti-illegal trade activities
should be carried out with
added momentum through
coordinated efforts.

Tllegal traders are taking
loopholes and weaknesses
of trade policies, orders,
directives and procedures,
the impossibility to inspect
every cargo truck and secu-
rity limits as opportunities
in importing and exporting
illegal goods through vanious
means.

In the past, the inspec-
tion task was mainly based
on staff strength More staff
members were used at the
centres where trade wvol-
ume was large. Hence, the
extent of anti-illegal trade
activities depended on the
size of the centre. Customs
Department’s MACCS sys-
tem, Trade Department’s
Myanmar Tradenet 2.0 and
QE. Code system has facili-
tated the trade flow and added
effectiveness to anti-1llegal
trade activities. There must
be a proper balance between
the systems and staff in the
inspection work to ensure ef-
fectiveness in the anti-illegal
trade campaigns. Hence,
modern techniques as well
as conventional methods will
be applied in the anti-illegal
trade programs.

Itisnecessary touse con-
tainers for transport of com-
modities in order to reduce
illegal trade while soonest

implementing the e-lock

system. Moreover, meeting
participants need to discuss
setting limited time for dis-
tribution of illegally imported
goods to the market through
wholesale and retail centres
and shopping malls with
public awareness, preven-
tion, tnspection and taking
legal action.

The steering commaittee
reviewed the cases on sei-
zures within more than one
vear from January 2022 to
date, mentioning that most
of the cases were based on
overloads of same goods and
some were based on mized
trafficking of high walued
goods with low valued ones.
Hence, duty-assigned staff
members need to eradicate
and inspect the illegal trade
measures based on their ex-
periences and rationality.

Some businesspersons
who de not follow the poli-
cies and procedures adopted
by the government and wish
to do their businesses in the
illegal ways attempted to
pass the checkpoints 1n 1lle-
gal ways by approaching the
ethnic armed organizations.
Hence, those staff need to
inform nearby region and
state governments as well as
relevant military commands
abouttheir difficultiesin time
for taking action against the
offenders under the laws and
procedures.

It1s necessary to connect
relevant departments and
organizations to take action

against those who carried

illegal commodities which
escaped for various reasons.

The Vice-Senior General
stressed the need for both
governments to coordinate
illegal trade which cross
the border not to enter other
country as well as mother
land. It 1s necessary to make
preparations to effectively
cooperate with neighbouning
countries. Illegal trade 15 a
problem not only for My-
anmar but for all countries.
Hence, staff need to seek the
best ways of other countries
in eradicating theillegal trade
and apply the appropriate
ways for the State.

The staff assigned to
eradicate illegal trade must be
free from corruption. In the
past, action was taken against
the illegal goods Now, trace
to past events such as the
route of these commodi-
ties, checkpoints and ways
of passing these points are
being investigated Hence,
those involved in the illegal
trade 1n various ways will
face legal action Likewise,
they all needto have secunty
awareness and conscience
and make preparations for
security measures.

The Vice-Senior General
stressed the need to take care
of exaggeration of amounts
in evaluating the seized com-
modities and assess the value
of illegal commodities in a
correct manner. Procurement
must be done for seized com-
modities under the proce-
dures and pay income to the
state fund If the seized com-
modities are damaged before
action, efforts of those who
seized these goods will be
wasted and State finance will
be lost. Hence, the depart-
ments taking responsibilities
for seized commodities need
to systematically supervise
these measures.

The eradicating the 1llegal
trade 15 crucial in implement-
ing the five-point roadmap
and objectives of the State
Administration Council. The
Vice-Senior General stressed
the need to expedite efforts
for eradicating, inspecting
and taking action against
the illegal trade cases. It is
necessary to seek the ways

for eradicating, inspecting

and taking action against
more illegal trade measures.
The Vice-Senior General
unveiled that businessper-
sons will be restricted to use
box trucks and containers
in trading, applying mod-
ern technology, negotiating
neighbouring countries and
checking 1llegally imported
commodities in the market
through wholesale and retail
centres so as to reduce il-
legal trade in the long term.
Officials of mimistries, or-
ganizations, region and state
illegal trade eradication task
forces, relevant departments
and UMFCCI are to report
information about illegal
trade eradication to the steer-
ing committee.

Secretary of the steering
committee Deputy MMinister
T Nyunt Aung reported
on accomplishment over
the minutes of the meeting
1/2023 and undertakings
of the steering committee.
Department officials read the
letters to the meeting 2/2023.

Leader of the office staff
of the steering committee
Deputy Director General
T Aung Thwin Oo, Direc-
tor General U Han Win
Aung of Central Statisti-
cal Organization, Director
General T Thein Swe of
Customs Department, Direc-
tor General U Myint Thura
of Trade Department and
Deputy Director General U
Win Lwin, Director General
Dr Khin Zaw of Department
of Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and the chairman of
Bage Region Illegal Trade
Eradication Special Task
Force reported on the draft
decisions of the meeting
2/2023.

Union Minister Gen-
eral Mya Tun Oo, U Win
Shein and U Aung Naing Oo,
Deputy Minister Maj-Gen
Aung Lin Tun and officials
discussed eradication of
illegal trade.

The leader of the office
staff of the steering com-
mittee reported on the draft
decisions of the meeting
2/2023.

After coordinating the
reports and discussions, the
Vice-Senior General gave

100

a concluding remark.
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Myanmar and China’s Chongqing plans to boost
cooperation on manufacturing EVs, mechanized
agricultural equ1pment and health care

Nay Pyi Taw March 29
Myanmar and China's
Chongaing are planning to
boost cooperation in sectors
on manufacturing electric
vehicle and mechanized agri-

cultural equipment, and health
care, according to Daw Khine
Khine Nwe, general secre-
tary of the Union of Myan-
mar Federation of Chambers
of Commerce and Industry

Myanmar, and these sectors
are the sectors that are needed
in Myanmar and Myanmar

L—— wants them to invest heavily

(UMFCCT)

As Chinese businessmen
have discussed cooperation on
four business sectors, includ-
ing the operation of an airline
between Chongging area and

in these sectors.

"According to the discus-
sions, businessmen in the
Chongqing area of China
need to invest, especially in
new energy vehicles Also,
they want to cooperate 1n
the operation of an airline
between Chongging area and
Myanmar and tourism sector.
We have to cooperate more in
four sectors: productien and
exporting of electric vehicles,
and mechanized farm equip-
ment, and health care sector,”
said Daw Khaing Khaing
MNwe. ASH

Over 80%

Nay Pyi Taw March 29

Production, service and
trade targets set by coopera-
tive syndicates had been real-
1zed by over 80% till February
in the current 2022-20235 fiscal
year, according to the Mims-
try of Cooperatives and Bural
Development.

The Cooperatives De-
partment under the ministry
15 forming more and more
cooperative syndicates by mo-
bilizing those who really wish
to do business with a view to
improving socio-economy of

of production, service and trade
targets of cooperative syndicates met till
February this fiscal

the people and severing their
socio-economic interests.

Till February 2023,
38,809 cooperative syndi-
cates were established across
Myanmar—32,052 produc-
tion syndicates, 3,633 service
syndicates and 3,124 trade
syndicates.

For the current fiscal that
will end by March, it has been
targeted to earn K758 155
billion from those business
activities. As such, K611.863
billion was earned till Febru-
ary this year That means

80.7% of the targets had been
met till February.

The Cooperatives Depart-
ment 15 stnving for socio-

economic development of
the State by improving the
businesses of the cooperative

syndicates. 336

and robbing.

“NUG”, and "PDE"

achivities,

the general public.

Nﬁﬁ@o

1. Declaring themselves to be
the so-called CERPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers,

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “ CEPH",
terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

1s to protect the lives and property of

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

“for the people”,

and

Businesspersons from Bishan of
Chongqing Region keen to invest
in Myanmar

Yangon March 29

Businesspersons from
Bishan City of Chonging
District of China are keen to
invest in Myanmar, accord-
ing to the UMFCCI on 23
March 2023.

A 12-member delegation
led by Mr Zhang Chuan from
Bishan region of Chongoing
District called on the presi-
dent of UMFCCI to promote

economic cooperation be-

tween the two countries on
21 March.

UMFCCT has signed the
Mol with Chinese organiza-
trtons to increase investment
volume 1in Myanmar
TUMFCCI

helds economic and trade

Moreover,

cooperation forum with
Yunnan Provincial General
Chamber of Commerce on a
yearly basis.

At the meeting with Bis-

han delegation, TMEFCCI
President U Aye Win urged
the guests to priontize in-
vestment 1n transport, elec-
tric power and energy and
construction sectors and
to import technology and
raw materials for MSME
businesses.

Mr Zhang Chuan ex-
pressed their vows to 1nvest
i EV, agricultural machin-

ery, electric power and en-

ergy, health and medicines
(especially Chinese tradi-
tional medicines and cancer
medicines), urban projects
and tourism sector. Moreo-
ver, Bishan wishes to operate
direct flights between Yan-
gon and Chongaging.

At the meeting, busi-
nesspersons from both sides
held discussions on business
opportunities.

336

Netanyahu rejects
Biden's call to drop
Israel judicial
overhaul

Washington March 29
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has

|| reacted angnly to comments

by the U3 president, who
urged him to walk away
from his controversial judi-
cial reform plans.

“They cannot continue

down this road,” Joe Biden

|| told reporters.

MMt Netanyahu later tweet-
ed that Israel would make 1ts
own decisions, "not based on
pressures from abroad”.

It comes after protests
this week brought Israel to
a standstill, forcing him to
pause the proposals.

The protests have inten-
sified since Mr Netanyahu
returned to power at the

end of last year, leading the

mostright-wing, nationalist

government in Israel's his-
tory and promising to curb
the powers of the judiciary.

His plans would give
the government full control
over the committee which
appoints judges and would
ultimately strip the Supreme
Court of crucial powers to
strike down legislation that
1t saw as effectively uncon-
stitutional.

Mr Metanyahu says they
would stop the courts over-
reaching their powers and
that they were voted for
by the public at the last
election. But most legal
scholars say they would
effectively destroy the in-
dependence of the judiciary,
while opposttion figures de-
scribe them as an attempted

EBC

"regime coup”
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