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- China-Argentina on verge of re-

gion-rattling fighter deal by Asia

Times.
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Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing holds coordination
meeting with SAC members, Union ministers,
region/state chief ministers, self-administered
division/zone leadlng committee chairmen

' inmittee haipinen A NN
hne leading E:J:?mlttee chairmen ‘

Nay Pyi Taw March 24

Chairman of State Ad-
minmistration Council Pnime
Mimster Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing held a coordi-
nation meeting with SAC
members, Union ministers,
region/state chief ministers,
self-administered division/
zone leading committee
chairmen atthe meeting hall
of his office this morning.

Also present were SAC
Vice Chairman Deputy
Prime Minister Vice-Senior
General Soe Win, SAC Sec-
retary Lt-Gen Aung Lin
Dway, SAC Joint Secretary
Lt-Gen Ye Win Qo, SAC
members General Mya Tun
Co, Admiral Tin Aung San,
Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun,
Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, U Wunna
Maung Lwin, Daw Dwe Bu,
Poe Ee1 Aung Thein, MMahn
MNyein Maung, Dr Hmu Htan,
U Maung Ko, Dr Aung Kyaw
Min, Dr Kyaw Tun, Khun
San Lwin, U Shwe Kyein and
U Yan Kyaw, the Union audi-
tor-general, the Union Civil
Service Board chairman, the
Central Bank of Myanmar
governor, the Nay Pyi Taw

Council chairman, deputy

ministers and officials.

The Senior General said a
nation has to adopt political,
econemic, administrative,
international relations and
defence programs for its
development. SAC adopted
the five-point Roadmap and
12 Objectives while assum-
ing Stat duties. Hence, the
national level tasks should be
carried outin all seriousness.

The current government
assumed State duties after
declanng State of emergence
in February 2021 due to vote
rigging 1n 2020 multiparty
general election. The gov-
ernment 15 working for the
betterment of the country
with sincenty, andits accom-
plishments will go down 1n
the annals of history. Hence,
all should serve their duties
with sincenty.

During the time when
SAC started to assume du-
ties there were expressions
of political disagreements,
but later, disturbances, vio-
lence and killings broke out.
Hence, persons responsible
for the rule of law and se-
curity have to control the
situation. In that ttme, certain

,
-
-

EAQs taking the situation as
an opportunity encouraged
and supported terrorists. The
result was the occurrence
of mine attacks, terrorist
lootings and killings, at-
tacks against security forces,
torching office buildings, and
brutally killing of innocent
people and civil servants
Cowid-19 infection was at
its height duning the time,
but the government could
bring down infection rate and
death date through preven-
tion, control and treatment
programs carried out amidst
the many difficulties It could
overcome Covid-19 pandem-
ic. The number of terrorist
attacks fell after Apnl 2022
The country was able to en-
sure food sufficiency thanks
to the productive farming
industry.

When SAC assumed
state duties, some internal
and external organizations
with pelitical differences
intentionally tried to break
down the government ad-
ministrative machinery and
banking system. SAC had
to keep the banking system

from falling and could re-

o

store its functions and money
circulation by mid-2022
The national economy
was 1n gradual downturn
since Covid-19 infection
started 1n 2020. The nation
saw 5 9% GDP drop 1n fis-
cal year 2020-2021 due to
the previous government's
weakness in economic sup-
port and administration.
SAC carnied out farming
businesses with continuous
momentum amidst the dif-
ficulties, and the country saw
2.4% GDPrisein the first six
months of fiscal year 2021-
2022 from October to March.
The national economy grew
by 2.4% after showing minus
59% In fiscal year 2022-
2023, the country saw 3.4%
economic growth. Mational
economic growth will con-
tinue, according to financial
officials.
National economic
growth 15 the result of good-
will efforts of SAC. The
country possesses favourable
conditions for the success of
farming-based businesses
Hence, land resources should
be effectively used through

systematic management.

Senml Ge:neral MinfAungHlaingholds'coor dmatmmm eetmu w1th Unmn mmlste:rs r eg;mnfstate chle;mlmstel s, self-administered/d

Majority of farmers grow
rice —about 15 million acres
of monsoon paddy and about
three million acres of sum-
mer paddy. Of the 15 million
acres of monscon paddy,
permanent cultivation fields
account for 13.2 million
acres and the remaining are
seasonal, hill and other cul-
Of the 13.2

million acres of paddy, single

tivation fields.

cropping is carried out on
about five million areas, and
efforts should be made to put
those fields under mixed-
cropping. Likewise beans
and ecdible o1l and other crops
should be grown. Rice, beans
and o1l crop yields must hit
thetr respective targets, and
the land must be effectively
used.

In the cooking o1l sector,
the country spends a large
sum of foreign exchange in
importing cooking oil annu-
ally. So, the

said he constantly urges all to

Senitor General

develop cultivation and pro-
duction of oil crops. If the ag-
riculture sector is undertaken
with quality strains, fertile
soil, water and agricultural

techniques, agricultural tasks

will have success Itisneces-
sary to priornitize cultivation
tasks to meet the target and
exceed it. For the second
point, 1f the uncultivable
lands can be reclaimed as
cultivable lands, the volume
of agricultural produce wnll
increase much.

Eegarding the cultivation
sunflower, sunflower o1l 15
not included in the primary
cooking o1l list of the nation,
People consume groundnut
and sesame o1ls 1n the past.
Later, they consume palm o1l
which is cheap but consump-
tion of sunflower o1l 15 lesser,
The hybnid sunfl ower 1n the
country yields more than 50
baskets per acre, producing
some 140 visses. If such
kinds of sunflower can be
extended, 1t will fulfill the
requirement of cooking o1l
If domestic consumption is
not sufficient for cooking oil,
spending of FE amount will
decline, contributing to the
development of the nation.
So, region and state chief
ministers need to emphasize
cultivation and production of
otl crops.

In cultivation of pad-
dy, if paddy can be grown
with quality strains, fertile
soil, water and techniques
to have larger per-acre yield
for meeting the target,
per-acre yield will increase.
If each acre of paddy wyield
five more baskets, 132 mil-
lion acres of paddy field wall
produce 66 million more
baskets If one basket of
paddy 1s valued at K10,000,
income will reach K660 bil-
lion. If one basket of paddy
15 valued at X15,000, 1ts
income will be K990 million.
If five more baskets per acre
can yield, farmer can earn
increased income. Se also,
the circulation money waill
rise in the country and the
State economic will develop
more. And, the GDF of the
State will increase.

See Page 13
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If paddy which 1s sufficiency
for the State can be exported,
the country will bag foreign
exchange. If s0, more essen-
tial goods can be imported by
spending foreign exchange.
Hence, all officials need to
analyze the long term plans
in doing businesses.

Cotton is one of the main
crops of the nation, and it 1s
placed on 450,000 acres of
cropland In 2011, cotton was
cultivated on 800,000 acres
of land. But, sown acreage of
cotton declined due to vari-
ous reasons. Last year, cotton
yielded 438 5visses per acre
and the whole country pro-
duced 198 7 million visses of
cotton. Currently, the country
needs 363 million visses of
cotton. So,1t can be seen that
the country demands some a
half weight of cotton. If the
farmers try to produce 700
visses per acre of cotton,
import volume of cotton can
be reduced. Hence, regions
and states need to fulfill the
need of growers to cultivate
cotton as the previous sown
acreage. It 15 necessary to
fulfill the needs of cotton
growers. Myanmar relies
on long staple cotton, and
growers need to produce
quality long staple cotton.
As products are not quali-
fied, necessary threads are
imported. Hence, officials
need to develop cultivation
of cotton. Arrangements
must be made for extending
the sown acreage of cotton,
ensure correct cultivation,
meet the per-acre yield and
distribute quality strains
of cotton to local growers
Growers, businesspersons
and the government need to
cooperate with each otherin
distribution of quality cot-
ton strains and production
of quality cotton wool. The
government 1s striving for
seeking the modern tech-
niques and quality strains of
cotton from foreign countnies
to meet the local demand.
Local growers and officials
need to strive for higher
production of cotton.

Likewise, there are
132,500 acres of wheat across
the nation. Sagaing Fegion
cultivates the largest sown
acres of wheat, followed by
Shan State. It 15 necessary
to increase per-acre yield of
wheat and produce quality
strains of wheat Myanmar

uses flour imported for mak-

ing foodstuffs. Domestic
flour 1s low quality. Hence,
1t 15 necessary to change the
cultivation and production
of wheat. Myanmar people
primarly consume rice. If
they change consumption
with wheat as a meal a day,
1t will affect the growth of
body. Local authorities need
to consider agricultural sec-
tor. They have to efficiently
utilize land resources in their
regions. They have to male
land preparations and sup-
ply of water for increasing
the agricultural produce. If
they do not have sufficient
agricultural produce, they
will have to buy 1t outside and
their money circulation will
decline. As 1t can affect re-
gional development, they all
need to consider such 1ssue.

In connection with live-
stock breeding, cattle are
reared mostly by using pas-
ture breeding methods in the
country Breeding animals
in enclosures by feeding
them properly is the best
method in livestock breed-
ing. Therefore, 1t 15 neces-
sary to change the livestock
breeding method and to carry
out systematic modern live-
stock breeding. If livestock
breecing can be carried out
successfully, waste from
livestock breeding farms
can be used beneficially in
agricultural farms, which
will be successtul. Therefore,
by carrying out agriculture
and livestock breeding tasks,
economic development of
the country must be imple-
mented.

If all of us can manage
the agriculture and livestock
breed sector of the country,
two national objectives of
prosperity of the country
and secunty of food, wa-
ter and basic needs can be
achieved. Will the country
be prosperous only when its
citizens earn incomes and
production of food and basic
needs 15 efficient. There-
fore, measures are being
taken for the prosperity of
the country and secunty of
food, water and basic needs
and resources i1 the country
must be used beneficially. As
development of the country
can be achieved only through
production, domestic pro-
duction 15 being encouraged
without fail. Therefore, the
government has been en-
couraging MSMEs since last
year. Establishing industries

based on raw materials pro-
duced from agriculture and
livestock breeding farms
amounts to implementing
sound businesses. Measures
are being taken to fulfill
electricity needs, one of the
essential requirements.

As regards oil, despite
abundant natural resources
it 15 necessary to regulate
activities that exploit re-
sources without following
disciplines. Asfor fuel o1l, as
the country has to import fuel
oil and its products worth
more than US§E § billien
every year, the consumption
of fuel o1l must be curbed
In connection with steel,
there are only two large steel
plants although iron ore 1s
available 1n the country
Myanmar needs 3 million
tons of steel annually espe-
cially for the construction
industry. It is necessary to
invite local entrepreneurs to
manufacture steel at home
and to encourage them to
manufacture steel from iron
ore. In addition to steel,
related cement production
for the construction industry
and other related activities
like coal mining must be
encouraged

Moreover, 1t 15 impor-
tant to effectively regulate
exploitation of natural re-
sources above and under
the ground such as gold
mining and legging 1n ac-
cordance with relevant rules
and regulations and prevent
illegal exploitation of natural
resources. In exploitation of
natural resources, systematic
measures must be taken to
prevent undesirable wast-
age and to utilize natural
resources beneficially. For
the sustainability of trees
and forests, replanting trees
and systematic conservation
must be carried out.

In implementing the fu-
ture tasks and objectives
adopted, successful imple-
mentation of economic ob-
jectives by taking measures
for development of indus-
tries based on agriculture and
livestock breeding farms wall
contribute to implementation
of other objectives. A coun-
try has to function by the
political driving force, the
economic driving force and
the defence dnving force.
Among them, the economic
driving force is the most es-
sential. Only when the eco-

nomic dnving force 1s strong,

can the political and defence
driving forces be built and
two objectives of prospenty
of the country and security of
food, water and basic needs
be achieved.

Then, chief ministers of
states and regions and chair-
men of self-administered di-
visions and zones reported to
the Senior General on meas-
ures being taken for agricul-
ture and livestock breeding,
regional development, edu-
cation, health, transportation
development, drinking and
agricultural water supply,
taxzation, conservation of for-
ests, introduction of electnic
vehicles, construction and
completion of charging sta-
tions, arnvals of foreign and
domestic tourists, develop-
ment of the sports sector,
offering loans to agriculture
and livestock breeding farms
and MSMEs from the state
economic promotion fund,
development of MSME,
implementation of one re-
gion one product program,
agricultural production for
food security, investment and
employment in respective
regions, COVID-19 vaccina-
tion, teaching and learning
activities 1n universities and
colleges and tasks needed to
be implemented by the union
government.

After the reports, union
ministers and responsible of-
ficials from relevant sectors
responded to the reports.

Then, the Vice Chairman
of the SAC Deputy Prime
Minister said states, regions,
self-administered divisions
and zones are required to
spend the state economic
promotion funds granted by
the union government benefi-
cially. Systematic measures
must be taken to offer the
loans to genuine investors
and to receive timely repay-
ments so that the funds will
not be lost.

After giving necessary
instructions after hearing the
reports, the Senior General
made a concluding remark
saying that the respective
ethnic areas 1n our coun-
try need to maintain their
cultures, traditions, music
and costumes. There has
been a law in relation to
ethnic languages. There 15
difficulty 1n coping with the
teaching process because
of a lack of Myanmar lan-
guage understanding Only

if Myanmar literature and

language which 1s officially
used in our country are to be
taught without fail, study and
doing jobs will be smooth.
Teachers need to teach the
young students in the ethnic
regions until they are really
well-versed.

Basic education schools
reopened since 2020-2021
academic year. But the
school enrolment rate was
lower than before the COV-
ID-19 period and that can
affect education promotion
efforts. There are also lower
numbers of students taking
matriculation examination.
It 15 true that insecurnity af-
fects teaching in some ar-
eas. But some regions with
peace and tranquility stll
see lower enrolment rates.
All responsible people are
to work together to promote
the education standard of all
students across the country.
MNow 1s a summer holiday
for students To pass the
holiday beneficially, summer
courses such as cultural and
religious ethnics, English,
computer and others should
be conducted for the students
who also need to review the
lessons they were taught 1n
the previous academic year
Concerted efforts must be
made for brighter future of
our children.

The Myanmar traditional
Thingyan period 15 coming
soon. oo, fun fairs should
be held during the period
withoutharming the tradition
and culture. The chief min-
isters of respective regions
and states need to hold the
festival safely and on a grand
scale

When 1t comes to traf-
fic enforcement, the State
15 adopting a plan to wipe
out unlicensed vehicles.
Seized vehicles are also be-
ing destroyed Meanwhile,
SUPErViSOry ieasures are
being taken to preventillegal
import, sale and dniving of
unlicensed vehicles Such
illegal acts affect State rev-
enues. Moreover, peace and
stability 15 being harmed due
to terrorism acts with the use
of unlicensed vehicles. So,
the regions and states are to
take supervisory measures
for that. Vehicle number
plates must also be replaced
with new ones

More districts were es-
tablished to facilitate admin-
1strative measures. Region

and state chief ministers

are to take supervision to
facilitate departmental work
in those districts.

There are labour short-
ages in agricultural activi-
ties. 5o, modern machinery
should be used te solve the
problem. Crops that need
domestic demand must be
grown. Turning crops into
value-added products rather
than export of raw materials
15 more productive and ef-
fective Foodstuffs as well
as animal food can be pro-
duced from maize There-
fore, maitze cultivation needs
to be encouraged for both do-
mestic and foreign markets.

Capital 15 being provided
from the State economic
development fund for MS-
MEs to improve themselves
by improving agriculture, a
major income source of the
country. The chief ministers
needto try to achieve success
in agricultural and livestock
breeding activities with those
capital loans given by the
State. Those loans are not
forthe goodindividuals or an
organization butfor the good
of the whole country.

With irrigation water
shortages, famers 1n some
regions have difficulty car-
rying out their farming work
Implementing nver-water
pumping projects funded
by the State through solar
power will benefit their own
TEgIONS.

Eesponsible officials
need to take supervisory
measures to keep the towns
and cities neat and pleasant.
Our country has vet to meet
domestic need for electric-
ity. So it 15 necessary to
save power usage Likewise,
reduction in fuel usage will
also cut foreign exchange
spending. To reduce fuel
dependency, permission has
been given for electric cars
by lowering taxes. The re-
gion and state chief ministers
need to ensure projects are
implementedin a correct and
successful way andin accord
with the prescribed rules and
regulations.

After the meeting, the
Senior General presented
Ks-10 ballion each for Sa-
gaing and Magway regions
and Ks8 billion each from
the State economic develop-
ment fund for Bago, Manda-
lay, Yangon and Aveyawady
regions to the respective
chief ministers for MSME
100

development.
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Parade columns rehearse in full dress for
78" Anniversary Armed Forces Day Parade

i

V_lcg}__S_e;murIGeneral:S_u_e_Wm inspe

Nay Pyi Taw March 24
The parade columns who
will be participating in the

parade of the 78% Anniver-

—

sary of Armed Forces Day
which falls on March 27,
2023 had a full-dress re-

hearsal this morning at the

cts full dress rehearsal of Armed Forces Day Parade.

Nay Pyi Taw muilitary parade
ground.
According to the military

parade agenda, the columns

&'u'if e

the Thittat ground and then
marched towards the parade
ground along with the mili-
tary band playing and sing-
ing military songs.

Vice Chairman of the

S  State Administration Coun-

cil Deputy Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice-Senior General
Soe Win, along with General

| Mya Tun Oo of Ministry of

of Anawrahta, Kyansittha,
Bavintnaung, Aung Zeya,
Hsinbyu Shin, Bandoola
and Aung San gathered at

Defence, Chief of General
Staff (Army, Navy, and Air)
General Maung Maung Aye

who 15 Chairman of the

- Leading Committee for Or-

ganizing the Armed Forces
Day, Commander-in-Chief
(Mavy) Admiral Moe Aung,
Commander-in-Chief (Air)
General Tun Aung, senior

military officers, the Chair-
man of Management Com-
mittee for the Armed Forces
Day, Commander of Nay
Pyi1 Taw Command MMaj-
Gen Zaw Hein and officials,
inspected the full-dress re-
hearsal, coordinated with
the officials and attended to
the needs.

Officers and other ranks
of Tatmadaw (Army, Navy
and Air) and Myanmar Po-
lice Force, women's Tat-
madaw members, women's
special task forces, Tatmad-
aw (Army)'s mechamzed
forces, Tatmadaw(MNavy)'s
mechanized forces and fight-
ers and helicopters of Tat-
madaw (Air) participated in

the full-dress rehearsal
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58" Myanmar
Gems Emporium
17-27 March

Nay Pyi Taw March 24

The Central Committee
for Orgamzing the Myanmar
Gems Emporium issued a
press release on 15 March
that gem merchants may at-
tendthe 38th Myanmar Gems
Emporium for 2023

The emporium will last
from 17 to 27 March 2023 at
the Mani Yadana Jade Hall
in Nay Pyi Taw under the
supervision of the Ministry
of MNatural Eesources and
Environmental Conservation.

The emporium will show-
case jade, gems and pearl lots
on sale for local and foreign
gem merchants.

Myanmar gem miners
holding licence under the
Myanmar Gems Law, IMyan-
mar citizen gem entrepreneurs
holding work licence are al-
lowed to attend for purchase
of gems lots.

They may dial the head
offices of Myanmar Gems
Enterpnise in Nay Py1 Taw and
Myanmar Pearl Enterprise
in Nay Py1 Taw for further
information.

Myanmar earned TS§
320,722 million from the sales
of jade and gem lots from 1
Apnl 2022 to 3March 2023 1n
the 2022-23fiscal year. During
the period, private sector and
government sector exported
minerals mncluding gems to
foreign market.

Assuch, the private sector
secured US$298 30 millien
from export of gems and the
government sector, TSE22 41
million. Hence, earnings of
the private sector exceeded

58275 88 million rather
than the government sector,
from export of jade, gems
and minerals to the foreign
336

market.

More than 1,800 small scale industries
allowed to take registration in January 2023

Nay Pyi Taw March 24

The MMinistry of Coopera-
tives and Rural Development
recently stated that 1t has
allowed registration of more
than 1,800 small scale indus-
triesin January 2023

The Small Scale Indus-
tries Department under the
ministry serves registration
of small scale industries,
helping them to manufacture
quality products and coopera-
tron with internal and exter-
nal erganizations to conduct
necessary vocational courses.

Moreover, it arranges es-
tablishment of the laboratory
to conduct tests for products
of small scale industries
as part of controlling their
quality.

Up tothe end of February
2023 of the 2022-23 fiscal
year, the department allowed
registration of 2,173 small
scale industries.

In 2022-23 fiscal year,
the department allowed reg-
istration of 96 small scale
industries 1 April 2022, 73
in May, 228 1n June, 138 in
July, 181 in September, 237
in October, 23210 November,
259 in December, 171 in
January and 299 1n February,
totalling 2,173

In Apnl and May 2022,
the department cancelled
registration of 256 small
scale industries, 19 1n June,
two in August, eight in Sep-
tember, 29 1n October, 220in
MNovember, 48 in December,
one in January 2023 and 102
in February, totalling 685

A total of 17,503 small

scale industries were regis-
tered in 2021-22 fiscal year
and 2,173 in 2022-23 FY,
totalling 18,676

But, 685 small scale 1in-
dustries were cancelled in
2022-23 fiscal year. Hence,
there are 18,991 registered
small scale industries across

the nation. 336
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of innocent people.

oW

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

BubliciNoticetforEliminationfofiViolence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CEPH, NUG and PDF terronist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Mot encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH"” , “NUG", and “"PDF" terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, 1s

Giving information secretly to the authonties on terrornists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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