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More than 55,000 local and foreign
travellers visit Kyaikhtiyoe Pagoda in
January and February 2023

Thaton March 23
More than 55,000 local
and foreign travellers paid
visits to Kyaikhtiyoe Pagoda

in Mon State in January and

R 1t
st

February 2023, said U Hla
Soe, member of the pagoda
board of trustees.

The pagoda 15 open all
the year round. The Buddha

Pujaniya festival of the pa-
goda last from the fullmoon
of Thadingyut to fullmoon of
Kason. Durning the long time
period of the opening days,

local and foreign travellers
pay visits to the pagoda.

“In January 2023, atotal
of 37,000 local and foreign
travellers paid wisits to the
pagoda and over 18,000 i
February. In March, some
15,000 travellers visit the
pagoda on a yearly basis.
Most of the foreigners came
from Thailand In March,
some 20 foreign travel-
lers arrived at the pagoda,”
he added.

Last year, some 450,000
travellers visited the pagoda.
This year, plans were set to
attract larger number of trav-
ellers at home and abroad to
pay visits to the pagoda.

ASH

Export of onion earns USS41.38
million from April 2022 to
February 2023

Nay Pvi Taw March 23

Export of onion to
foreign countries earned
TUSE41.38 mullion from April
2022 to February 2023 1n
the 2022-23 fiscal year, said
CEC member U Aung Moe
Kvy1 of Myanmar Garlic,
Onion and Kitchen Crop
Producer and Exporter As-
sociation

Dunng the period, My-
anmar exported more than
94 000 tonnes of onion to
foreign markets.

“During the period, My-

anmar exported 2,300 tonnes
of onion 1n shipping and
91,700 tonnes on border
lands. The shipping of stock
led to Singapore, Vietnam
and Malaysia whereas bor-
der trade covered export of
stocks to Thailand, China,
India and Bangladesh,”
he added.

vated in good agricultural
practices.

cagaing Begion culti-
vates some 50,000 acres

Myanmar's onion flows %5

out to Thailand, China, In-
dia and Bangladesh. My-

anmar’'s onton 15 market-
able at home and abroad

It 15 one of 14 crops culti-

R e Y
onion‘plantation: . »
o it P TR

iAn

of onion on a yearly ba-
sis, yielding some 300,000
tonnes of onion.

Rahul Gandhi:
India's Congress
leader sentenced to
jail for Modi "thieves'
remark

Delhi March 23

Indian opposition leader
Eahul Gandhi has been sen-
tencedto two years in prison
in a criminal defamation
case.

Mr Gandhi was convicted
by the court in Gujarat state
for 2019 comments about
Prime Minister MNarendra
Modi's surname during an
election rally

He wnll not go to jail im-
mediately - he was granted
bail for 30 days and will
file an appeal against the
conviction.

The Congress party MP
was present in court for
sentencing, which comes a
year before general elections

are due.

Speaking at an election
rally in Karnataka state in
Apnl 2019, ahead of the last
general election, Mr Gandhi
had samd: "Why do all these
thieves have Modi as their
surname? Mirav Modi, Lalit
Modi, Narendra Modi.®

Nirav Modi 1s a fugitive
Indian diamondtycoon while
Lalit Modi 15 a former chief
of the Indian Premier League
who has been banned for
life by the country's cricket
board Mr Gandhi argued
that he had made the com-
ment to highlight corrup-
tton and 1t was not directed
against any community.

EBC

How Trump will
try to spin his
anticipated arrest

‘Washington March 23
Donald Trump's predic-
tion that he will be arrested
this week has yet to come
true - but as the waiting game
for criminal charges goes on,
the former president 15 plot-

. ting a strategy designed to

3 | both keep him out of jaul and

turbo-boost his histeric bid

: A | to return to the White House.

WA FETT

Myanmar, India to cooperate in
preserving mural paintings at ancient
buildings in Bagan region

Bagan March 23

Myanmar and India wnll
cooperate with each other
1 preserving mural paint-
ings atthe ancient buildings
in Bagan ancient heritage
region of NyaungU Town-
ship, said director U Eyaw
Myo Win of Archaeological
Museum 1n Bagan.

Officials and experts

from Myanmar Department
of Archaeology and MNation-
al Museum and experts from
Archaeclogical Survey of
India (ASI) of India started
meetings on 14 March to
preserve mural paintings.
“Indian experts and
Myanmar counterparts
discussed preservation of

mural paintings and an-

cient buildings in Bagan
2023-24 fiscal
vear. At present, they will

as from

start preservation of mural
paintings and structure of
ancient buildings at five
ancient Pagodas in Bagan,”
he added

The Indian experts
planned to preserve ancient

pagodas and mural paint-

ings at 90 ancient pago-

das 1n Bagan. It 15 based

on memorandum of un-||

derstanding signed by the
Indian Prime Minister on
his tour of Bagan ancient
cultural region 1n Septem-
ber 2017 so as to maintain
ancient buildings and mural

paintings.

ASH||

It 15 a daunting task, and
hunkered down 1n his Mar-a-
Lago home, Mr Trump seems
resigned to becoming the first
US president to be indicted
for a cime. Yetit's also clear
he will not go quietly. His
past choices in moments of
political crisis are a useful
guide to what we might see

next

When cornered by po-
litical adversaries, Mr Trump
punches back.

Throughout his 2016
presidential campaign, he
leaned in to conflict when
other politicians might have
backed off. Blasted for criti-
cising war hero John Mec-
Cain? Trump upped his at-
tacks. Accused of sezual
harassment before a debate
with Hillary Clinton? He held
a press conference with Bill
Clinton's sexual accusers.

Dunng his presidency, 1t
was the same story through
two impeachments, a spe-
cial counsel investigation
of Russia election med-
dling and countless smaller
BRC

controversies.
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Bago Region plans to electrify more than
2,400 towns and villages in 2022-23 FY

Bago March 23

If electrification has

been completed 1n western
Bago Region in 2022-23
fiscal year, more than 2,400
towns and wvillages in the
region will have supply of
electricity, according to the

Ministry of Electric Power
The MNational Electrifi-

cation Plan-NEP 15 being
implemented 1n financial
years across the nation as
from 2025 to electrify the
whole nation in 2030,

As such, more than 2,400
towns and villages in west-
ern Bago Eegion will have
electricity in 2022-23 FY.

The western area of

Bago Fegionis formed with
Pyay and Thayawady dis-
tricts. Pyay District 1s com-
prising 11 tows and 1,563
village and Thayawady Dis-
trict, 12 towns and 2,053
villages.

Hence, there are 23
towns and 3,616 villages 1n

western Bago Eegion. So

far, 23 towns 1n the region
can consume electricity 1n
2023. These towns are being
electrified through national

8 gnid

At the end of 2022-23

| fiscal year, 996 wvillages in

Pyay District and 1,421 wil-
lagesin Thayawady Distnict,
totalling, 2417 villages wall

| have supply of electnicity.

In this regard, 2,268

¢t wvillages will be electrified
« through the naticnal grid,

one village through gen-
erator, 12 villages through
the private generators, and
136 villages in solar power
system.

Hence, a total of 1,119
villages will remain to be
electrified The relevant
ministry will arrange supply
of electricity to the remain-
ing villages in financial

year. 336

and robbing.

La

“NTGT,

the general public.

1 Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,

civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

. Not encouraging, suppoerting, or assisting “CRPH",
and “PDF" terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, 1s to protect the lives and property of

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Border trade camps bag more than
USS$1.7 billion of trade surplus up to 3 March

Nay Pyi Taw March 23
Bordertrade camps along
Myanmar-China border have
bagged more than US§17
billion of trade surplus up to
3MMarch 2022 of the 2022-23
fiscal year, according to the
Ministry of Commerce.
Myanmar opens border
trade camps in Muse, Lweje,
Chinshwehaw, Kanpaitt and
Kengtung at Myanmar-China
border areas. These camps se-
cured US$2,718.247 million
of trade value up to 3 March.
In this regard, export val-
uewas US$2,257.606 million
and import, US§460 641
million with the trade surplus
worth 551,796 965 million
During the period, border

trade camps along China-
Myanmar border line man-
aged US51,912.136 million
worth of export goods and
TS$276 826 million worth
of import goods, totalling
TU281,635.31 million.

Lweje border trade camp
arranged 3894 4 million
worth of export and 73§33 22
million worth of import goods
with U5$61 19 millien of
trade surplus.

Chinshwehaw camp han-
dled 38161 7 million worth
of export and US$136 mil-
lion worth of import, with
TUSE25.66 million of trade
surplus.

Kanpaiti camp bagged
TUS$82.10 mallion worth of

export ad U3$11.14 mil-
lion worth of import with
UZ$70.9 million of trade
surplus.

Kengtung camp pock-
eted U587 24 million worth
of export and US$3.4 mil-
lion worth of import with

Muse border trade zone.

TU3$3 83 million of trade
surplus.

Durning the period, border
trade camps in Myanmar-
Tha border secured the larg-
est amount of trade wvalue
among others.

48 short-term vocational training courses to
be conducted in Mandalay next fiscal year

Mandalay March 23

A total of 48 short-term
vocational tramning courses
will be conducted in Manda-
lay Begion dunng the 2023-
2024 financial year so that
the local people can run a
manageable-scale business,
according to Mandalay Fe-
gion Small Industry Depart-

ment.

The aim 15 to create job
opportunities for young peo-
ple from rural areas. The
courses will be conducted by
experts from the department.

T Win Bo, directoer of the
department, sard “We wall
open 48 courses in the com-
ing fiscal year. Yearly, short-
term vocational courses are
conducted in rural and urban

areas. They will be able to
establish manageable-scale
businesses at home The peo-
ple will enjoy job opportuni-
ties. Income will increase after
sales their products. There
will also be courses to be con-
ductedin cooperation with our
partner departments.”

The courses will focus on
the production of consumer

goods, cosmetics and value-
added foodstuffs, electricity
and welding, basic motorcy-
cle service, and home wiring.
Thanks to such vocational
traning courses, the people
will acquire production tech-
niques and skills. The trainees
will be taught both theoreti-
cally and practically.

185

Export value of
private sector more
than USS$7.6 million
rather than govern-

ment sector up to
3 March 2023

Nay Pyi Taw March 23
According to the sta-
tistics of the Ministry of

| Commerce, the trade wvalue

of private sector was more
than US$E7 6 billion rather
than the government sector
up to 3 March 1n the 2022-23
fiscal year.

Currently, the govern-
ment 15 prioritizing the de-
velopment of private sector

in operating the trade wnith

7| partner countries.

Based on data of the
Ministry of Commerce, My-
anmar exported products
to customer countries from
1 April 2022 to 3 March
2023 of the 2022-23 fiscal
year, amounting to some
USE15. 378 billien

In this regard, the gov-
ernment sector bagged
U383 853 bullion and private
sector, US$11.524 billion.
Hence, the private sector ex-
ceeded US$7 67 billion more
than the government sector.

During the peried, pri-

vate sector exports agri-
cultural produce, animal
products, marine products,
minerals, forest products,
finished industnal goods and
others but government sector
manages export minerals,
forest products, finished
industrial goods and others.

As such, the private
sector earned more than
TUS5$3.57 billion 1n export
of agricultural produce,
TS$19 81 million in animal
products, T35693.9 million
in marine products, US§298
million in minerals, USE128
million 1n forest products,
TUS5$6.53 billion 1n finished
industrial goods and US$§282
million in other goods.

Meanwhile, the gov-
ernment sector bagged
TS$22 419 million 1n export
of minerals, US$2 44 million
of forest preducts, USE3.7
billion 1n finished industrial
goodsand US§119 millionin
other export products.

336
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