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Over 87 miles of roads and over 200 bridges
built in rural areas during November

Nay Pyi Taw December 25 bridges have been built in Department of Cooperatives
More than 87 miles of MNovember and will con- and Rural Development

rural production roads and

tinue to be implemented,

In order to do so, the

over 200 rural production accerdingtoreportsfromthe department has committed

to build 370 miles and 6
furlongs of rural production
roads and 687 rural produc-
tion bridges last November

By the end of November,
B7 muiles and 2 furlongs of
rural production roads have
been completed, 261 miles
and 2 furlongs are still under
construction, and 21 miles
and & furlongs remain to

be bumlt

Also, during November,
the department has commat-
ted to build up to 687 rural
production bridges. By the
end of November, 208 rural
production bridges have
been completed, 403 are still
inprogress, and 76 remain to
be continued

The remaining ru-
ral production roads and
bridges will continue to be

implemented 336

Canada coach crash
leaves more than
S0 injured

Ottawa December 15

More than 50 people have
been injured 1n an intercity
coach crash in the province
of British Columbia, Canada.

Ithappenednearthe town
of Merritt, where tempera-
tures dropped te -3.9C on
Saturday.

British Columbia's Inte-
rior Health authonty has 1s-
sueda Code Orange, meaning
services are responding to a
dizaster or mass casualties,

It 15 not known what
caused the crash., which
happened about 160 miles
(260km) from the prowvinecial
capital, Victoria.

Fifty-three people were
taken to hespital fellowing

theincident. Their conditions
have not been disclosed by
the local health authorities:

Premier David Eby said
he was "shocked and sad-
dened" to hear of the ®
ous" incident.

He added: "Our thoughts
are with those impacted by

SEri-

the crash, their loved cnes,
and the first responders and
health-care workers giving
their all to treat people and
keep them safe.”

A4 special weather state-
ment 1ssued at 16:24 (12:24
GMT) on Saturday warned
of "challenging" travel condi-
tions on the Okanagan Con-
nector due to heavy snow, ice
pellets and freezing ramn. BBC

Smart city project tasks to be
implemented in Bago Region

Bago December 25

A smart city project will
be implemented 1n Bago
Region, according to sources
released by the region gov-
ernment on 22 December

The project 15 to be
implemented 1n the town-
ships of Pyay, Thayawady,
Nyaunglaybin and MNatalin
in Bago Eegion.

As part of their projects,
there will be one taskin Pyay,
two tasks in Thayawady,
three tasks in Nyaunglaybin
and four tasks in Natalin.

Those projects are fi-

nanced by the Bago Begion
capital funds and legiti-
mately registered companies
will be invited for sealed ten-
ders. Therefore, Myanmar
nattenals-owned companies
may purchase tender propos-
als at the government office

as of 26 December

Applications are to be :

submitted as respective clos-

ing dates— until 10 Janvary g9

20253 for one task and until 3
Tanuary for two to four tasks
For detailed information,
dial 052-2201842. Such
smart city projects kacked off

in Bago Region with Korean
assistance on lists of prionty
in 2017

As Bago Region tends
to become a commercial
hub like Yangon, measures

are being taken to reduce

traffic congestion, CCTVs
have been installed 1n many
parts of Bago including the
entrance to Yangon Those
CCTVs will be controlled
by the control centre

336

Plan to conduct money laundering, financial
to terrorism course No 3 on 1 January

Yangon December 25

The Yangon FEegion Gold
Entrepreneurs Association
1ssued a pressrelease, saying
that the money laundenng,
financial to terrorism course
Mo 3will be conducted as of
1 January 2023

It will be opened at the
training hall at o 42/50
on the first floor of of the
assoctation on the low-
er block of Shwebontha

Street 1n Yangon. Traiming

hours will be from % am
to 3 pm,

According to the direc-
22022 of the Anti-

Money Laundering Steering

tive

Committee of the Ministry
of Home Affairs, only when
the businesspersons have
received the certificate of
the training course, will they
get the licence on precious
mineral trading.

Hence, businesspersons

of all goldsmiths need to

attend the course without
fail, according to the region
association

The course will be free of
charge for the trainees.

Moreover, the region
association will cenduct the
22nd gold course free of
charge from 2 to 10 January
2023 at its office 1n Pabedan
Township of Yangon Fegion.
Training hour will be 8 am
te 10 am.

The course will comprise

gold mining, gold refining,
gold training, opening of
geldsmith, lending money
by a mortgage, sems sci-
ence, applied gold math-
ematics and opening of gold
shop.

These wishing to attend
the course need to fill the
application attached to three

photos. For further informa-

tion, dial 02-450049282 and | &
.*T‘he ajd groups say v theban’on female staff is 3

threat tn tlleu' hfesavm‘?m k. ' W‘

09-251992727.
336

Foreign aid groups
halt work after
Taliban ban on

female staft

Kabul December 25

Three major non-gov-
ernmental organisations
(NGOs) have halted work
in Afghanistan after women
were banned from working
for them by the Taliban.

In ajoint statement, Care
International, the Norwegian
Eefugee Council (NRC) and
Save the Children said they
would be unable to continue
their work "without our fe-
male staff”

The a1d groups are "de-
manding’ that women can
continue to work for them.

Afghanistan's ruling
Taliban have been steadily
repressing women's nights.

Thelatest edict on NGOs
came just days after the

Taliban banned women from

attending umiversity
Abdel FEahman Habib,

spokesman for the Tali-
ban's ministry of economy,
claimed female workers at
the foreign aid groups had
broken dress codes by not
weanng hijabs

The Taliban threatened
to cancel the licence of any
erganisation that did not
swiftly comply with the ban

The leaders of Care, the
NEC and Save the Children
satd the organisations "would
nothave jointly reached mil-
lions of Afghans 1n need
stice August 2021% were 1t
not for their female staff

“Whilst we gain clar-
1ty on this announcement,
we are suspending our pro-
grammes, demanding that
men and women can equally
continue our lifesaving assis-
their
BRC

tance in Afghanistan,”
statement added,
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Malikha sandbank on Nawngtalaw
mid-streamed island crowded with
picnickers in Waingmaw Township

Wamgmaw annshlp

Waingmaw December 25

The small beach of Ma-
likha sandbank on Nawng-
talaw mid-streamedislandis
crowded with travellers whe
take relaxation, 1n Waing-
maw Township of Kachin
State, said central sxecutive

. "- 3 " -

- - - - -

U M Gam Auvung of Kachin
State Travel Association.
The beach admits traci-
tional food stalls of Kachin
ethnics, relaxation bunga-
lows and restaurants for
travellers, Moreover, trav-

ellers can enjoy sandbank

futsal event, Sepak Takraw
event and volleyball event
in addition, amateur golf and
archery tourneys

“The small beach was
allowed as a resort on 18

December 2022 As travel-

lers have been taking re-

laxation on the beach since
2015, 1t has been gradually
booming with sellers and
sport facilities. Now, the
state government and state
travel association joimtly
manage the happy relaza-
tion for travellers. A Manaw
ground was constructed for
relaxation of travellers on the
sandbank Moreover, tradi-

. tional foodstuffs are arranged

for those who participate 1n

Manaw dances,” saad U M

= Gam Aung.

The resort 1s open from
Bam to 6 pm on a daily basis
without holidays. Boats from
Myitkyina give transport ser-
vices tothe travellersleading
to the beach. On weekdays,
some 200 travellers pay vis-
its to the small beach

ASH

Plan to disburse loans for pre-monsoon
long staple cotton to farmers in 2023

Mandalay December 25
Mandalay Region’s IMy-
anmar & gricultural Develop-
ment Bank Branch stated that
1t will disburse agricultural
loansto farmers engaging in
cultivation of pre-monsoon
long staple cotton plantations
in townships of Mandalay
Eegionin 2023
The bank branch will
cooperate with partner de-
pariments for disbursement
of loans to farmers from van-
ous townships of long staple
cotton plantations in 2023
The bank will 155ue
K 150,000 per acre of cotton

to farmers, said Mandalay
Eegion Manager of the bank
U Soe Ko Ko Win

“The bank prepares to
deliver loans to farmers of
cotton plantations i town-
ships from January to March
in coming year. At present,
number of those farmers 1s
being collected. The bank
has informed the township
offices of disbursement The
loan will contribute to in-
creasing per-acre yield of
long staple cotton. Interest

rate will be five per cent

of K100 for each year,” he
added.

The disbursement of loan
1sinclusive of all farmers
engaging in cultivation of

Pre-monsoon, monseon and

late-monscon long staple

cotton plantations
Cultivation of cotton

strains 15 sure to meet the

demand of cotton ginning

185

factories.

Export of garment
products earns
US$3.7 billion from
April to November
2022

Nay Pyi Taw December 25

Exzport of garment prod-
ucts through CMP system
earned US$H3.7 billion from
April to November 2022 of
the 2022-23 fiscal year, sard
Daw Khaing Zarchi Win,
central executive of Myan-
mar Garment Entrepreneurs
Association.

During the penod, ex-
port of garment products
among 10 main export ttems
of Myanmar 15 on the nse
monthly

“Myanmar has pock-
eted USE3 707 billion in
export of garment products
to foretgn market during the
aforesaid period. In this re-
gard, the export of garment
products secured U3$185
million 1n April, $384 mil-

lion in May, more than

$610 million in June, $636
million 1n July, more than
$662 million in August,
$500 million in September,
$364 million in October and
$366 millien 1n November,”
she added

Myanmar primarly ex-
ports garment products to
ET member countries, Ja-
pan, Korea, US and China
More than 700 garment
factories are being operated
in Yangon Eegion.

CIP garment products
are included 1n the finished
industrial goods sector of
the country. During the
periedfrom 1 Aprilto 2 De-
cember this year, Myanmar
has earned US$7 66 billien
from the finished industrial
goods.

ASH

More than USS$1.5 billion of foreign
investment flow into Myanmar from
April to November 2022

Yangon December 25

More than US$1.5 bal-
lion of foreign investment
flowed into Myanmar during
the peniod from April to No-
vember 2022 of the 2022-23
fiscal year, according to the
Directorate of Investment and
Company Administration.

Dunng the eight-month

perted of 2022, the Myan-
mar Investment Commission
approved 38 businesses of
foreign investments worth
more than U381 5 mullien,
said director U Lay Naing of
the DICA

“The largest amount of
foreign investment entered

the energy sector, amounting

to more than TSE817 mal-
lion, followed by more than
T3E413 million to the service
sector and some USE185
million to the manufactunng
sector,” said the director
Atotal of 52 countries put
investments in Myanmar with
TSE25.8 billion of foreign

investment by Singapore,

followed by China, Thailand,
Hong Kong and UK at the
second position,

This fiscal year, Singa-
pore put tts investment 1n 14
businesses worth USE1 54
billien, and China invested
more than U3$20 million 1n
22 businesses in Myanmar

ASH

Export of agricultural
produce earns more
than US$2.470
billion from 1 April
to 9 December
2022-23

Nay Pyi Taw December 25

Export of agricultural

g (produce has secured more

than K2.47 billion during the
period from 1 Apnil to 9 De-
cember 2022 of the 2022-23
fiscal year, said deputy direc-
tor U Htet Aung Win of the
Trade Development Branch
of the Myanmar Trade Pro-
motion Organization under
the Ministry of Commerce.

The Myanmar's agricul-
tural sector faced a great loss
1in the Covid-19 cutbreak in
2020 and 2021. But, the sec-
tor revitalized its production
in 2022 with larger export
volume, earning incomes
more than the past same
pertod.

“According to the latest
trade statistics, export of ag-

ricultural produce pocketed
US$2.470 million from 1
April to 9 December 2022,
compared with T582,393
million earned 1n the same
pertod of previous year, ex-
cesding more than TSE77
million. Moreover, thisyear’s
export of rice, broken rice
and beans’ export volume 1s
larger than the corresponding
period of lastyear,” he added

The 1tem list of agri-
cultural produce comprises
rice, broken rice, pulses and
beans, maize, rubber and
horticultural produce. These
produce items are exported
to Thailand, China, India and
Bangladesh through border
lands and South Korea, Ja-
pan, Fussia and EU member

countries in shipping  ASH
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