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Ceremony to present Lifetime-Literary Award, National
Literary Awards and Sarpay Beikman Manuscript Awards
for 2022 held; Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing attends
the ceremony and presents awards

Nay Pyi Taw November 23

Ceremony to present Life-
time-Literary Award, National
Literary Awards and Sarpay
Beitkman Manuscript Awards
for 2022 was held at Myan-
mar International Convention
Centre 2 here this mormning,
attended by Chairman of State
Admimstratien Council Pnme
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing

SAC Vice Chairman
Deputy Prime Minister Vice-
Sentor General Soe Win, the
SAC Joint Secretary, SAC
members, Union ministers,
Union level officials, the Nay
Pyi Taw Council chairman,
sentor military officers, the
MNay Pyi Taw Command com-
mander, deputy mainisters,
members of the award selec-
tion committee, award win-

]
s prabmgd
ot nen o e o e
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ners, literati, artists, literary during the Bagan period, so, period Myanmar was under
enthusiasts and officials were it 15 nearly 1000 years old  Fascist rule. But Pyinnya-

also present.

First, the Senmior General
and attendees looked around
the biographies, photos and
the works of the winners on
the ground floor of MICC-2.
They then watched a video
clip "Towards the goal with
the might of pen.”

In his address, the Senior
General said Sarsodaw Day
has been held on lst wazing
day of Nattaw since 1944 1n
accord with the Myanmar
culture and tradition 1n honour
of the literati who serve the
public interest with the might
of pen. Seo, the country has
observed the day for over 70
Vears 1n a row.

Myanmar literature came |

into existence in 12% century

EIJBUUHJ*ILIJ“’QI‘!

&o000& 900838

As it has an exact date, the
Rajakumara stone inscription
15 referred to as the earliest
literary work in Myanmar lit-
erature. Thanks to the efforts
and encouragement of state
leaders and men of letters in-
cluding those of the religious

. order of the successive eras,

MMyanmar literature contin-
ues to thnve for many many
years. In recognition of their
gratitude, Sarsodaw Day 1s
observed on lst waxing day
of Nattaw every year.

The history of Sarsodaw
Day started with the plan of

—~ FPyinnyatagon association to

observe the U Pu Nya Day
in memory of a great literan
in Kungyangon duning the

tagon association in Yangon
suggested observing the day
comprehensively as day te
honour all men and women
of letters rather than honour-
ing a single person. Hence,
members of the association
held a meeting with literati
and members of Myanmar
Writers Association on 8 May
1944 and passed a resolution
to observe Sarsodaw Day
on 1® waxzing day of Nattaw

lic literature that serves the
public can be found through-
out the mirror of the times
throughout the successive
eras. The role of doyen literat:
15 important in the efforts to

' promote Myanmar literature.

Likewise, the government,
private organizations and
well-wishers that support
men and women of letters
also have a hand in it The
task of honouning the literati
with various literary awards,
launching literary movements
after forming writers associa-
tions, organizing paper read-
ing sessions and literary talks,
15 also supportive for literary
development

The government has been
henounng the literatt by se-
lecting their fine works forna-
tional level MNational Literary

every year. The tradition of

holding the Sarsodaw Day
was maintained since the first
one was observed 78 years
ago on 15 Mevemberin 1944

The wise named hterature
as the mirror of the age. From
the court to the general pub-

Awards and Sarpay Beikman
Manuscript Awards for over
70 years with the aim of devel-
oping the Myanmar literature
the main stem from which dif-
ferent branches of Myanmar
cultural arts spring out.

The national literary
award at the highest level
had been presented 1n wari-
ous forms since 1948, They
were Sarpay Beikman modern
novel award, Sarpay Beik-
man award, fine art literature
award and national literary
award. The number of genres
has alsoincreased andreached
191n 2021

Moreover, the national
lifetime award has been pre-
sented since 2001 1n recogni-
tion of literary achievements
of doyen literati who have
been serving  See Page 13
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From Page 12

Myanmar’s literary interests.
For good manuscripts that
could not have been pub-
lished for various reasons,
the Sarpay Beikman manu-
script award is presented in
14 genres.

At today’s ceremony, 28
manuscript awards will pre-
sented in nine of 19 genres
for 466 books first published
in 2021 and 14 genres for 262
contesting manuscripts

This year, the four doyen
literati who have received
the national lifetime literary
award for their dedication to
the country’s literary world
throughout their lives have
constantly produced knowl-
edgeable and aesthetic works
forthe sake of the State andthe
people. Their literary works
contribute towards Myan-
mar s literary world and serve
the interests of the State and
the people like amotto: “High
literature will promote the
dignity of a people.” Soit1s
an honour to award them for
their achievements.

Studying the award-win-
ning works for 2021, there
have been a variety of pens
from novice to matunty. The
award selection team has
reviewed that their works
have been produced meeting

[Wll'lllel',
T

[ S300008 299

literary standards. The award
winners include nationally

fam ous writers, departmental
personnel, doctors, military
officers and retirees as well as
those who have been striving
to enter the literary world, and
1t 15 very heartening.

For the development of
a country, physicality and
mentality are equally im-
portant. The literature and
fine arts of a country are the
national cultural heritage of
that country, and they are
usually judgedfor the cultural
standard of that country and
its people as the base. From
the times of ancient monarchs
to successive governments in
Myanmar, honorary titles and
medals have been presented
to those from literary, mowie,
music and Theban worlds
who served their duties as the
loyalty towards the State.

Forthose who are brlliant
in the literary and art fields, the
State Administration Council
of the Eepublic of the Union
of Myanmar awarded 25 1n
March and eight in Apnl in
2022 On National Day that
fell on 17 Movember this year,
seven persons were presented
Alinka Kyawswa titles that
are awarded to those brlliant
in literary and fine art fields
Since the parliam entary period

_ nrlgls of ]ii:e;'éry
-\ A

afterindependence, there have
been 64 recipients of that title.
Among those are 19 national
lifetime literary award win-
ners. More will be awarded to
those who deserve.

Throughout successive
eras, the State has been striv-
ing its best for the develop-
ment of Myanmar’s literature
and social life of literati and
writers. In the ime of the pre-
sent government also, plans
are underway to establish Art
Centres and Sarso Beikmans
in Yangon and Mandalay
so that art works can meet
international standard and
those from literary world can
be brought together wath the
atm of ensuring sustainable
Myanmar literature.

Nowadays, the country
15 marching with added mo-
mentum towards a Union
based on democracy and
federalism exercising a genu-
ine, disciplined multiparty
democratic system aspired by
the people. To reach the goal,
it 15 necessary to promote
media cooperation 1n order
for the citizens, especially
the youths wheo will be fu-
ture leaders, to improve thier
knowledge and way of think-
ing and for the country to
stand tall 1n the international
community.

The achievements of
those from the literary, movie,
music and Thabin worlds
will contribute much towards
the successful realization
of the three social objec-
tives: to ensure a strong and
dynamic Union spirit, the
genuine spirit of patriotism;
to respect and promote the
customs and traditions of
all National peoples and
preserve and safeguard
their cultural heritage and
national characteristics;
and to enhance the health,
fitness and education quality
of the entire nation.

In this age of education,
it is seen that human being’s
knowledge improvement and
good attitude has become
important at a me materials
are developed 1n all sectors
from time to ime. Knowledge
15 the most valuable thing for
people. As ancient men of
wisdom 1n SUcCCessiVe eras
said that knowledge could be

gained from experience and
literature, everybody should
read. Prominent people 1n
the world have mentioned
the same word that they read.
Everyone could not know all
of anything and any work
with their personal experi-
ence. Adequate knowledge
and smartness will be gained
only through reading books in
which knowing and thinking

of many people 15 integrated.

Asawording thatnation’s
strength lies within, the peo-
ple’s stands such as solidanty,
thinking and opinion of na-
tional races and all citizens are
important. It1s definitely sure
that our nation will be peace-
ful and developed through
literary experts’ contribution
to improvement of people’s
knowledge anduplift of spirit.

Literary and journalism
experts are advised that it is
necessary to give prionty to
the interest of the State and
all the entire national people
without benefiting a group
of people or an orgamzation
in carrying out their tasks of
writing about literature, jour-
nalism and media

Today's occasion 15 to
recogmze and honour efforts
of the people whe are dutiful
in literary duties for the State
with a good attitude and inten-
tion based on their hobby We
all are pleased along with the

5 W
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writers and wish them more

contribution to the interest of
the State and the people with
their skill of writing.

Throughout Myanmar's
history, Myanmar literati day
or Sarsodaw Day has been
held to honour Myanmar
laureates including monks
and civilians who made con-
tributions to the interest of
the State. The tradition of
holding Myanmar literati day
and presenting literary awards
are to be preserved by veteran
literary experts continuously.
The wveteran literary experts
are urged to nurture a new
generation of writers who
maintain writers’ maxim,
reflect and compose the age
and promote the nation’s
image.

I am especially grateful
to officials, literary award

| winners and veteran literary

experts, espectally the chair-
man of the literary awards
selection commaittee and all

| the members who gave time

and made efforts to success-
fully present such literary
awards. All are requested to
work together in promoting

the Myanmar literary world
and butlding the nation

Afterwards, the Senior
General presented prizes to
winners of National Lifetime
Award for Literary Achieve-
ment, U Kyaw Zin Nyunt
(Tekkatho Myat Thu), T Ohn
Maung (Myinmu Maung INa-
ing Moe), Dr Myo Thant Tin
and the daughter of Dr. Daw
Tin Win (Dr. Ma Tin Win-
University of Education) on
her mother behalf

Mext, the Vice-Semor Gen-
eral presented prizes to Min
Khaik Soe San, winner of
national hiterary award for short
stories, Soe Tint (Ayeyawady),
essay award winner, Shweku
Nang Nwe Nwe, winner of
literary award for Myanmar
culture and fine arts, Akyee-
koko (Katha), winner of youth
literary award, and Thet Swe
, winner of literary award for
translation (knowledge).

Then, Joint Secretary of
the Council Lt-Gen Ye Win

Oo, members General Mya
Tun Oo, Admiral Tin Aung
San, Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun,
Mahn Nyein Maung, Daw
Aye Nu Sein and Tnion Min-
ister for Information U Maung
IMaung Ohn presented prizes
to winners of MNational Liter-
ary Awards and Sarpay Beik-
man Manuscript Awards.

U Kyaw Zin Nyunt (Tek-
katho Myat Thu), winner of
MNational Lifetime Award for
Literary Achievement, ex-
pressed words of thanks for
the prizes.

METV presented a per-
formance by singing a song
in hener of literature and
then the Sentor General had
arecord photo taken together
with the literary award win-
ners for 2021

After the ceremony, the
Semior General and party had
lunch along with the literary
award winners, artists and
literary experts.

Afterthe lunch, the Sentor
General presented souvenir
photos to four winners of the
Wational Lifetime Award for
Literary Achievement and
cordially greetedthem. 100
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SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing feeds white elephants including
four-month-old Rattha Nandaka, companion elephants

Nay Pyi Taw November 23
Battha Nandaka white
elephant, born to female
elephant Zar MNan Hla of the
compound of Myanma Tim-
ber Enterprise in Taungup
Township of Rakhine State
at 6.30 am on 23 July 2022,
turned four menths today.
Chairman of the State
Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing and
wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla,
accompanied by the council
secretary, the joint secre-

tary, council members and

sen1or military officers,
fed white elephants includ-
ing Rattha Nandaka white
elephant and companion
elephants at the white el-
ephant shed 1n the precinct
of Nay Py1 Taw Uppatasanti
Pagoda this morning.

The Senior General,
wife and party were wel-
comed by Union Minister
for Natural Resources and
Environmental Conserva-
tton U Khin Maung Y1 and
party. The Senior General
and wife gave feedstuffs
to Fattha Nandaka white

elephant (the precious
white elephant beloved
by the country which will
bring prosperoty and
happiness to the nation)
Yadana white elephants
Baddawady, Nandawady,
Ngwe Saddan, Hay-
mawady, Zatakalya and
Thirimalar and other com-
panion elephants

The Senior General
asked after health condi-
tions of Battha Mandaka
white elephant and body
growth and presented cash

assistance for feeding the

white elephants and com-
panion elephants from the
white elephant shed

In 1ts birth, Rattha
Nandaka white elephant
(the precious white el-
ephant beloved by the
country which will bring
prosperoty and happiness
to the nation), the white
elephant was two feet and
five inches 1n height, three
feet and one inch 1n girth,
with weight of about 180
pounds. The white elephants
consist of seven out of eight
unique features: pearl-col-

oured eyes, plantain branch-

shaped back, white hair, a
distinctive tail, auspicious
plot signs on the skin, pinky
skin, each limb having five
claws and big ears. Now 15
four months old of the white
elephant which 15 two feet
and 11 inches in height and
four feet and five inches
in girth with 288 pounds
of weight. At present, the
white elephant lives happily
and healthily together with
the mother elephant at the
Yadana white elephant shed
in the precinct of Nay Pyi
Taw Uppatasant1 Pagoda
100

US Walmart shooting:
Employee kills six at Virginia
supermarket

Virginia November 23
Anemployee at a Walmart
supermarket in the U35 state of
Virginia has shot dead six
people and injured four oth-
ers, police say
Officers were called to
the scene after the gunman,
who has not been named,
opened fire on colleagues at
the branch in Chesapeake.
He later turned the gun
on himself and died of a self-
inflicted gunshot wound.
The motive is still un-
known. Police are not search-
ing for anyone else in connec-
tion with the attack
The first emergency call

was made at 22:12 local ime
on Tuesday (03:12 GMT
Wednesday) and officers
arrived at the supermarket
within two minutes.

They entered the building
shortly after, and the scene
was declared safe an hour
later once it had been cleared
and all the victims had been
located.

Processing the crime
scene would likely take sev-
eral days, Police Chief Mark
Solesky told a news confer-
ence o Wednesday, adding
that the investigation was
being carried out with the
help of the FBL

He did not identify the
attacker, saying their famly
had not yet been informed.

An eyewitness - who was
weaning a Walmart uniform
- described what happened
in footage that circulated on
soctal media shortly after the
attack.

He said he had left a staff
room, which acolleague then
entered before quickly open-
ing fire "Sadly we lost afew
of our associates,” he said.

One woman told WAVY-
TV thather brother, a 20-year-
old employee, was shot and
wounded just 10 minutes after

sitgning on for wortk. ~ BBC

Strong earthquake rocks western
Turkey near Duzce

Istanbul November 23

A magnitude 5.9 earth-
quake has struck an area
of western Turkey near the
town of Duzce, about 210km
{130 miles) east of Turkey's
largest city Istanbul

The tremors were strong
enough to be felt in Istanbul
and the capital Ankara At
least 50 people were injured,
officials said.

Estimates of the quake's
depth vary from 2km to
10km.

Power was disrupted 1n
the region, and one resident
was injured after jumping
from their balcony.

Another 4.7 quake was
reported some 20 minutes
after the first.

Turkish Interior Minister
Suleyman Soylu told broad-
caster TET Haber there was
no severe damage caused
by the guake, "only some
barns were wrecked in these
places".

Authenties are working
to restore power to the area.

Turkey's disaster agency
said 37 had been injured 1n
Duzce, one 1in Istanbul, six
in Zonguldak and one in
Sakarya on the Black Sea
coast, and one 1n Bolu, to the
southeast.

Photos from Duzce at
night show many people
huddled outdoors, wrapped
in blankets and using make-
shaft fires to keep warm.

Security camera footage

of the earthquake has been
posted on social media

The Duzce court house
was among the eight buld-
ings damaged in the area

Duzce resident, Fatma
Colak told AFP she woke to
a "big noise and tremor”

“We got out of our homes
in panic and now we are
waiting outside,” she saird.

Duzce was hit by amajor
7T 2magnitude earthquake in
1999 which left at least 845
people dead

Itfollowed an even larger
quake months earlier in the
city of Izmat, 100km to the
west, which killed more than
17,000 and left buildings in
the region in a weakened

EBC

state.
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Vice Chairman of State Administration Council Deputy

Prime Minister Vice-Senior General Soe Win delivers
speech at Work Coordination Meeting (5/2022) of

.~

.

|
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reral SoejWin (addresses|thelwork{coordinationmeeting.

Nay Pyi Taw November 23

Work Coordination
Meeting (5/2022) of the
Anti-illegal Trade Steering
Committee was held at the
meeting hall of the Min-
istry of Commerce in Nay
Pyi1 Taw this afternoon and
Chairman of the steering
committee Vice Chairman of
State Administration Coun-
cil Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe
Win delivered a speech at
the meeting.

Also present at the meet-
ing were Vice Chairman
of the steering committee
Union Minister for Planning
and Finance U "Win Shein,
members of the steering
committee Union Minister
for Commerce U Aung Na-
ing Oo, deputy ministers for
defence and commerce and
offictals while chairmen of
state and region anti-illegal
trade special committees
joined the meeting viavideo
conferencing.

First, the Vice-Sentor
General delivered a speech,
saying it can be seen that
departments that are in-
volved in the Anti-1llegal
Trade Special Committee
and One Stop Service were
able to carry out anti-1llegal
trade activities more effec-

tively during the nine-month

period after the steering
committes was restructured.
It was also found that anti-
illegal trade activities were
carried out more effectively
and quickly thanks to co-
operation of organizations
and departments that are
involved in the activities.

Special emphasis must
be placed on communication
and cooperation of anti-
illegal trade teams along
illegal trading routes includ-
ing bypass routes where
illegal goods are smuggled
into and out through various
means in areas adjacent to
each other

During a meeting be-
tween the Prime Minister
and the Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry and
entrepreneurs for MSMEs 1n
Yangon Eegion, entrepre-
neurs reported that it was
necessary to take effective
action against illegal trade
activities to boost domestie
production As products of
local MSME entrepreneurs
cannot compete with goods
smuggled into the country
without paying taxes in
terms of prices, 1t was dif-
ficult for them te survive
long and they reported the
1ssue to the Prime Minister
Therefore, efforts must be

made to effectively combat
illegal trade that poses threat
to the survival of MSME
entrepreneurs and hinder
the economic development
of the country on the other
hand

A total of 3,095 1llegal
trade cases were exposed
and about MMK 456 bil-
lion worth of goods were
seized during the nine-
month period from Janu-
ary to September, 2022
As altogether 1,558 illegal
trade cases were busted and
goods worth MME 6626
billion were confiscated
during the same period last
year, authornities were able
to expose 1,537 more illegal
trade cases and seize more
goods worth MME 38.974
billion than the previous
year. In terms of setzuresin
states and regions, the big-
gest seizures were made 1n
Mandalay Begionin August
and October and in Kayin
State 1n September.

It 1s important for spe-
cial teams to search for
illegal ammonium nitrate
effectively from the se-
curity perspective while
taking measures for allow-
ing transporting agricul-
tural inputs legally imported
to the hands of farmers
without any hindrance in a

timely manner It was alse
found that not only smug-
gled goods but also narcotic
drugs, explosives, weapons
and accessories in combat-
ing illegal trade. Therefore,
it is necessary for anti-1lle-
gal trade teams and relevant
departments to place empha-
sis on smuggling of illegal
arms and ammunition and
explosives during search
operations.

The government 1s tak-
ing systematic measures
for sufficiency of edible
o1l and price stability in
the country but illegal ed-
ible o1l was smuggled inte
the country without paving
taxes. Therefore, special
teams are required to expose
smuggling of illegal edible
o1l effectively during search
operations.

Among the many root
causes for the boom of 1lle-
gal trade, someillegal goods
escaped because they were
hidden and bypass roads
were used but some person-
nel allowed illegal goods to
pass through checkpoints
by taking bribes. There-
fore, personnel are urged
to perform duties loyally It
can be seen that the country
has been enjoying customs
privileges which are not
available for other coun-

4

i

Anti-illegal Trade Steering Committee

tries under regronal customs
Such

privileges are given only

privilege schemes

to products from the coun-
try. Therefore, 1t 15 1mpor-
tant to respect international
rules and regulations and
commitments and not to
undermine the trust in the
country maintained by other
countries.

Although it 15 impos-
sible to eliminate 1llegal
trade at present, efforts must
be accelerated to prevent
and expose illegal trade
activities through available
means. Measures must be
taken to speed up efforts to
pay appropriate recognition
in the form of cash rewards
to personnel whe perform
their duties responsibly and
members of the public who
provide information about
illegal trade more quickly
in accordance with rules and
regulations.

Then, Secretary of the
steering committee Deputy
Minister U Nyunt Aung
reported on 1mplementa-
tion of decisions made dur-
ing the meeting (4/2022)
and tasks of the steering
committee

Afterwards, leader of
the steering committee of-
fice working group Deputy
Director General U Aung

Al ’v'f;;ca

I

Thwin Oc, Director General
of the Customs Department
U Thein Swe, Director Gen-
eral U Myint Thuya of the
Directorate of Trade, Direc-
tor General Dr Khin Zaw of
the Department of Food and
Drug Administration, chair-
men of anti-illegal trade
special committees from
Bago Fegion and Kayin
State, Director General T
Han Win Aung of the Cen-
tral Equipment Statistics and
Inspection Department and
Managing Director U Thura
Lung WMyo Myint reported
on tasks of the Meeting
(3/2022) of the steering
committee

Then, Vice Chairman
of the steering committee
TUnion Minister for Plan-
ning and Finance U Win
Shein and members Union
Minister for Commerce T
Aung Naing Oo, the deputy
minister for defence and
participants reported on
anti<llegal trade activities
of the relevant sector.

Afterwards, the leader
of the steering committee
office working group read
out the draft decisions of the
meeting.

Then, the Vice-Sentor
General coordinated the
reported tasks and delivered
100

concluding remarks.
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