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Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
addresses Unlon Government meeting
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[Senior{GeneraliMin’Aung Hlaing addresses the Union Governmept meeting?

Nay Pyi Taw April 5

Union Government of
the Republic of Union of My-
anmar held a meeting at the
meeting hall of the State Ad-
ministration Council Chair-
man’s Office this afternoon,
addressed by Chairman of
State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present were Vice
Chairman of State Adminis-
tration Council Deputy Prime
Minister Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Soe Win, SAC Secretary
General Aung Lin Dway,
Joint SAC Secretary General
Ye Win Oo, SAC members,
union level dignitaries, un-
ion ministers, and officials.
Region/state chief ministers
took part in the meeting
through video conferencing.

One-minute silence

Before the start of the
meeting, a one-minute si-
lence was observed as an
indication of condolences for
the loss of life and property
damages.

Losses caused by severe
earthquake

In his address, the Senior
General said although it is
a Union Government meet-
ing, it is a special one that
was also attended by SAC
members. A powerful 7.7
magnitude earthquake jolted
Nay Pyi Taw Council Area,
Mandalay, Bago and Saga-
ing regions and Shan State
on 28 March, causing loss
and destruction. During the
past 100 years, Myanmar
faced 6 magnitude and above
earthquakes for 18 times, and

the recent one is the second
most severe earthquake. An
8-magnitude earthquake that
struck PyinOoLwin in 1912
is the most powerful one
in Myanmar. If the recent
earthquake jolted during the
night, the scope of casualties
and damages will be unthink-
able, so, one fortunate thing
from this misfortune is that
it struck during the day time.

Up to now, 3455 persons
died, 4840 injured and 314
went missing due to the severe
earthquake, totalling over
8600. Although, detailed list
is not available yet, the earth-
quake had destroyed 5223
buildings, 1824 schools, 2752
monasteries and nunneries,
4817 pagodas, 167 hospi-
tals, Yangon-Nay Pyi Yaw-
Mandalay railroad and motor
road, 169 bridges. Moreover,
some railway stations, 198
dams and 183 sections of the
expressway suffered damages.
Hence the extent of loss and
damage is high.

Lives can be saved in
future only if the strength
of buildings is guaranteed

There were fatalities due
to collapsed buildings, which
is a lesson we have learned
only after many lives were
loss. Hence, earthquake-
resistant technology must be
applied to ensure that build-
ings are earthquake proof.
Myanmar is at the mercy
of Sagaing Fault. Friction
of plates at the fault trig-
gers the severe earthquake
that was followed by 79
aftershocks. Normally 6 to 7
magnitude earthquakes occur

in Myanmar and 8 magnitude
earthquake is the highest. So,
we must build earthquake-
resistant buildings in the
earthquake prone areas.

The degree of loss and
destruction was high because
of the lack of consideration
on building strength. Visual
inspection found that some
buildings did not meet the
engineering specifications,
and legal action must be
taken against the developers.
In the future, construction
organizations and town de-
velopment bodies must check
the strength of buildings in
cooperation with township
and district committees. This
procedure will save many
lives in the future and allevi-
ate unnecessary losses and
damages.

Carry out rehabilitation in
five phases
Remove all debris

Asnine days have passed,
debris clearing is underway.
Rescue, relief and rubble
removing undertakings are

E 4

by the earthquake to residen-
tial buildings, most people
are currently living outside of
their homes. Therefore, guid-
ance has been given to the
Ministry of Social Welfare,

"y Relief and Resettlement to

swift means

The country needs quick
recommencement of road
transport. Damaged roads,
railroads and bridges are
under repair. The collapsed
Sagaing Bridge is being re-
paired to restart train runs,
and according to initial re-
ports, a foreign country is
willing to provide assistance
in this project. This bridge is
the main railroad section in
travelling to upper Myanmar
by train. Hence, arrange-
ments will be made to restore
train services. As Yadanabon
Bridge faced bolt loosening

carried out by members of *

Myanmar Fire Services De-
partment, Myanmar Police
Force, Tatmadaw, welfare
organizations, and interna-
tional rescue and relief teams.
All debris must be cleared
at carliest possible time.
The Senior General is now
making arrangements for
adequate availability of food,
personal items, temporary
tents and temporary hospitals
of the earthquake victims
through discussions with
foreign countries.
Restore roads through

it is not safe for transport, so
the facility must be repaired
as quickly as possible.
Convenient accommo-
dation for earthquake
victims and settlement of
them at temporary build-
ings before monsoon
Due to the damage caused

issue all temporary tents be
deployed to ensure proper
temporary shelter for the
affected people. To prevent
the outbreak of diarrhoea,
it is necessary to construct
temporary latrines that meet
sanitation and health stand-
ards. Preventive and treat-
ment medicines for diarrheal
diseases should also be ad-
equately supplied. To ensure
access to clean drinking wa-
ter, purified water is being
supplied and it is working on
acquiring water purification
machines from international
sources. In the meantime,
while there is still an insuffi-
cient supply of purified water,
measures should be taken
to ensure people boil their
water before drinking. The
government will continue
to provide necessary sup-
port to ensure the well-being
of the earthquake-affected
population. Officials have
to collaboratively contribute
to these efforts. During the

temporary sheltering pe-
riod, arrangements must be
made to ensure families can
live safely and securely. All
necessary needs should be
comprehensively assessed
and fulfilled from various
perspectives.

Physical and mental treat-

ment for affected people

Due to the occurrence
of damage and losses, ef-
forts need to be made to ease
psychological trauma. It is
necessary to provide support
to parents, children, and rela-
tives who have suffered the
loss of loved ones and address
the emotional impacts. For
those who have sustained
severe injuries resulting in the
loss of limbs, efforts should
be made to provide medical
treatment and the installation
of prosthetics for rehabilita-
tion. It is essential to ensure
that treatments continue until
full recovery from injuries.
Following the intense disas-
ter, many injured individuals
sought treatment at Nay Pyi
Taw General Hospital, and
treatment efforts were also
extended to Nay Pyi Taw
Military Hospital. Addition-
ally, temporary medical cent-
ers were set up in Pyinmana
City, at the football ground
in Paunglaung, and in the
Shwekyapin ward. Medical
teams from foreign countries
have also been providing
treatment. Immediate medi-
cal treatment is required for
the injured, and efforts should
continue until their recovery.

Rehabilitation

Regarding the recovery
and reconstruction efforts
related to the damages and
losses, it is necessary to
quickly rebuild the structures
that can be repaired before

the rainy season.
See Page 12
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From Page 11

The government will also assist in these efforts. While
attending the BIMSTEC summit, he also mentioned that
member countries of BIMSTEC would help Myanmar
obtain construction materials for reconstruction. Concern-
ing the reconstruction efforts, areas without land owner-
ship disputes will first carry out the necessary clearing
processes, after which the buildings will be rebuilt. It is
important to complete the rebuilding of the structures that
can be repaired before the rainy season. I urge for the swift
completion of the recovery and reconstruction efforts.

Officials for construction should ensure that buildings
are constructed to withstand at least up to a magnitude 8
earthquake level. If any previously constructed buildings
are currently experiencing cracks or lack structural integ-
rity, they should be demolished. The measures taken in
advance will help save many lives in the future. Therefore,
it is essential that everyone places a strong emphasis on
ensuring the construction of durable buildings.

In the process of repairing buildings that were damaged,
it is necessary to carefully inspect and carry out repairs
systematically. If the previous damages are not repaired
systematically, there is a risk of future collapse or destruc-
tion. It is important to ensure that the buildings affected
are rebuilt to be sturdy and resilient.

Need to operate agriculture and livestock tasks

without halting not for difficulties in food supply

The authorities responsible for restoring agricultural
activities in the regions affected by the earthquake must
take action to ensure that these activities can resume. To
ensure sufficient irrigation for agriculture, it is necessary to
implement river water pumping projects using solar energy.
Similarly, livestock farming activities should be expanded
in the regions that were not affected by the earthquake, and
if this is carried out effectively, it will significantly support
the country’s food supply. It is necessary to manage for the
people not to be concerns about food security.

A plan to provide assistance for
quake-affected loss and damage

It is stated that a compensation of K1 million per person
will be provided for those who lost their lives due to the
earthquake. Regarding the damage to buildings, assistance
will be provided by the government based on the extent
of the damage. Moreover, construction entrepreneurs are
urged not to engage in illegal activities such as exces-
sively raising prices or selling at inflated rates. Regional
and state government officials are expected to implement
strict measures to ensure compliance with these guidelines.

Regarding the upcoming Thingyan festival, which is
currently a topic of widespread discussion, it is important
to note that, due to the circumstances, it would not be ap-
propriate to celebrate with the usual extravagant joy and
festivities like in previous years. Therefore, it is requested
that everyone observe the Thingyan period peacefully and
calmly throughout the country. In accordance with tradi-
tion, it is encouraged to engage in water-based activities
only. At this time, it is essential to focus on completing
important tasks swiftly and efficiently. Union ministers
and deputy ministers are also advised to visit the relevant
departments in regions and states that have experienced
disruptions, to offer support and ensure that necessary
needs are addressed.

Explained matters related to their respective sectors

Afterwards, the Union Ministers attending the meeting
presented reports on their respective sectors.

Then, the Union Ministers, Chief Ministers of Regions
and States, and Union-level officials in attendance held a
general discussion on the natural disaster resulting from the
earthquake. They discussed the possibility of aftershocks
and additional large earthquakes following the major
quake. Efforts are underway to repair damaged roads,
railways, and airstrips as quickly as possible. They also
addressed the arrival of aircraft carrying relief supplies
and rescue teams from foreign countries, as well as the
provision of temporary office buildings and accommoda-

tions for staff whose offices and housing were damaged
by the earthquake. They also discussed the possibility
of arranging modular housing for those affected by the
earthquake to use as temporary shelter before the onset of
the rainy season, as well as the conditions for conducting
international and rapid assessments. They emphasized the
need to reconstruct buildings, roads, and bridges requir-
ing renovation in accordance with the guidelines set by
the committee established for the rebuilding process. For
the buildings damaged by the earthquake that are insured,
inspections and monitoring are being carried out in line
with procedures for obtaining insurance compensation.
They highlighted the need to prepare a study and analysis
report on the recent earthquake disaster, as well as the on-
going efforts to provide assistance to the affected areas by
international organizations and other relevant groups. They
also noted that state-owned media outlets are broadcasting
images of relief efforts in the earthquake-affected areas and
offering essential information to the public. They discussed
efforts to facilitate the recovery of agricultural and farming
industries affected by the earthquake, including fieldwork
to provide necessary information to prevent further damage
and losses. They also discussed the situation regarding the
provision of drinking water in areas with limited access,
as well as the damage to power systems caused by the
earthquake. Repair work has been completed, and efforts
are ongoing to restore normal electricity supply. They
also discussed the provision of emergency healthcare in
earthquake-affected areas and the urgent need to repair
damaged hospitals and operating rooms. To prevent the
spread of infectious diseases, sanitation activities and the
provision of clean drinking water are being carried out in
the relevant regions. Experts from the Myanmar Engineer-
ing Council, the Myanmar Federation of Engineers, the
High-rise and Public Building Construction Projects, the
Supervision and Inspection Team, the Myanmar Earth-
quake Committee, and the Joint Investigation Team from
the Special Task Force Committee are testing buildings
damaged by the earthquake using modern equipment.
The aim is to classify the buildings into those that can be
repaired, those requiring major repairs, and those deemed
irreparable and at risk of demolition. They discussed the
ongoing efforts to document, analyze, and determine future
actions to address the damage caused by the earthquake.
International aid supplies are being systematically checked,
recorded, and distributed as quickly as possible to the
affected regions. They also discussed the extent of the
damage and loss caused by the earthquake, as well as the
ongoing relief and rehabilitation efforts in each affected
region and state. This includes the necessary assistance and
support provided to those affected, along with the provision
of housing and food.

Then, the Vice-Senior General stated that the Myanmar
National Disaster Management Committee has been op-
erational since the day the earthquake occurred, carrying
out necessary tasks promptly and efficiently. The matter is
being reported to the State Administrative Council and is
being implemented in accordance with its directives. He
also stated that, in terms of international cooperation, emer-
gency relief teams from 26 countries are working alongside
relief teams from Myanmar. In this regard, relief teams are
not permitted to operate independently, regardless of other
organizations. They must be entities that have obtained
prior authorization, and a policy will be implemented to
ensure that permission is granted only in cooperation with
relevant officials. Regional and state chief ministers should
permit aid and relief teams, as well as NGOs, to enter
their respective areas only if they collaborate with local
aid and relief teams. Regarding the earthquake, the Prime
Minister and Chairman of State Administrative Council
has set a policy to swiftly remove debris from damaged
areas, repair buildings in need of restoration, and pro-
ceed with rehabilitation efforts, following the established
procedures.

Priority must be given to provision of shelter for all

earthquake victims before the rainy season starts. Similarly,
measures must be taken to replace damaged schools with
temporary school buildings. As donating assistance accord-
ing to one's own arrangement without reporting to relevant
authorities may lead to undesirable administrative issues,
it is necessary for donors to contact relevant government
officials. It is necessary for the public to report rumour-
mongers and those who spread fake news with the aim of
inciting fears among the public and creating mistrust of
the government to relevant authorities and the government
will take necessary action immediately.
Additional instructions given

Concerning the reports of the officials, the Senior Gen-
eral said that measures must be taken to reopen all com-
munication and transportation routes as soon as possible.
In connection with foreign aid, it is necessary to scrutinize
foreign aid systematically because there are some organiza-
tions that aim to distribute aid to true earthquake-hit areas
but there may be others who enter the country for nega-
tive purposes by exploiting the earthquake. Relief items
must be delivered to the needy as soon as possible. In
distributing relief items, it is necessary to systematically
compile statistics to ensure that all victims who should
receive aid receive relief items. Responsible officials are
required to monitor relief works to ensure that statistics
are not overlapped and no one is left in aid distribution.
Among the injured due to the earthquake, those who lost
limbs must be recorded systematically.

Then, the Senior General made concluding remarks,
saying it is necessary to construct buildings that are tidy
and strong. Systematic measures must be taken for religious
buildings. It is also important to reconstruct monasteries
and mosques in accordance with previous permissions.
Similarly, similar measures must be taken for Christian
churches if they were damaged during the earthquake and
systematic measures must be taken for religious buildings.
In connection with schools, it is necessary to take measures
to repair and reopen primary schools before the upcoming
academic year starts. If they cannot be repaired timely,
temporary classrooms must be put up. Preparations must
be made to enable students to go to school. Responsible
officials are required to take systematic measures to ensure
that there is no private school without permission.

In connection with data-collection, systematic meas-
ures must be taken to collect correct data. It is necessary
to exert efforts to start operations in state-owned and pri-
vate factories and MSMEs again as soon as possible. In
repairing roads and bridges, it is important that they meet
engineering standards. As the saying goes a good start will
lead to better outcomes, it is vital that they are strongly
constructed during the construction of them.

In connection with damaged staff housing, new ones
will be built. In reconstruction, it is necessary to build
housing complexes that meet standards and are strong.
Constructing buildings negligently cost undesirable
losses of so many lives. In carrying out construction
tasks, it is necessary to meet standards without seek-
ing self-profits. As the government has planned to take
systematic measures to issue SOPs for future construc-
tion works. In conclusion, the Senior General urged
responsible officials to supervise construction works to
prevent great losses in the future. The meeting concluded
successfully.

After the meeting, the Senior General, accompanied by
officials, proceeded to the National Museum and inspected
damage caused by the earthquake.

After hearing reports of officials, the Senior General
pointed out the needs to move exhibits from damaged
buildings systematically, to repair damaged buildings after
conducting inspection in cooperation with the Myanmar
Engineering Society, to properly record those who come
to the damaged buildings, to take safety measures and to
repair the National Library systematically. The Senior
General also gave other necessary instructions.

100
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SAC Chairman PM Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
receives Special Envoy of ASEAN Chairman to
Myanmar Malaysian FM, Thai FM

I
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Nay Pyi TawApril 5

Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing received Spe-
cial Envoy of the Chairman
of the ASEAN to Myanmar
Malaysian Foreign Minister
H.E. Dato’ Seri Utama Haji

B Mohamad Haji Hasan and

Thai Foreign Minister H.E.

% Mr. Maris Sangiampongsa at

the Tatmadaw Guest House
in Nay Pyi Taw this morning.

Also present together
with the Senior General were
SAC Joint Secretary General
Ye Win Oo, union ministers
U Than Swe, Dr Soe Win
and officials and the special
envoy Malaysian foreign
minister and the Thai foreign
minister were accompanied
by delegations from the two
countries and the ambassador
of Thailand to Myanmar.

They frankly discussed
sending rescue teams and

equipment from ASEAN
countries after a powerful
earthquake in Myanmar,
search and rescue operations
carried out by local rescuers
and volunteers in cooperation
with foreign rescue teams,
setting up mobile hospitals
that can conduct minor sur-
gery operations, the need for
food and personal item in
earthquake-hit areas and the
needs for machinery for the

clearance of debris. 100

Trump's immigration policies, research cuts
fuel U.S. scientific exodus

Sacramento April 5

Restrictive immigra-
tion policies and dramatic
research funding cuts un-
der U.S. President Donald
Trump's administration are
pushing talented researchers
toward opportunities abroad.

More than 1,200 U.S.-
based scientists, three-quar-
ters of the total respondents
in a recent Nature journal
survey, indicated they're con-
sidering relocating to Europe
or Canada due to the current

political climate, signaling a
potentially massive departure
of scientific talent.
Early-career researchers
appeared most likely to leave,
with nearly 80 percent of
postgraduate scientists con-
sidering exit plans, the survey
showed, noting this trend was
particularly concerning as it
could eliminate a generation
of American scientific talent.
The exodus stems from
two converging factors: tight-
ening immigration restric-

tions and unprecedented cuts
to research funding across
federal agencies in the United
States.

"The massive cuts to
funding are irrational and will
greatly diminish the ability of
the United States to provide
world-leading research, and
this will impact the health
and national security of our
country," Daniel Cox, distin-
guished emeritus professor of
physics at the University of
California, Davis, told Xin-

hua recently.

On the immigration front,
the Trump administration has
issued multiple executive
orders targeting foreign-
born scientists and engineers.
These measures included
curtailing humanitarian pa-
role programs, restricting
border flows, limiting legal
immigration avenues, and in-
creasing deportation efforts.

The impact on the sci-
entific community has been

immediate. Xinhua

World Insights: Rubio's NATO visit
exposes mounting tensions, eroding trust
in transatlantic ties

Brussels April 5
U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio attended his
first NATO foreign minis-
ters' meeting in Brussels on
Thursday and Friday, where
he reaffirmed Washington's
position that Europe should
take more responsibility for

defending the alliance.
As talks unfolded on criti-
cal issues such as the Ukraine
crisis, defense spending, and

NATO's strategic direction,
growing questions emerged
about whether Europe can
afford to acquiesce to U.S.
goals at the expense of its
own core interests and wheth-
er the terms of the transat-
lantic partnership should be
redefined.

Calling on European al-
lies to significantly increase
their defense spending, Ru-
bio repeated Washington's

commitment to NATO at the
meeting.

U.S. President Donald
Trump is not against NATO
but "against a NATO that
does not have the capabilities
it needs to fulfill the obliga-
tions that the treaty imposes
upon each and every member
state," Rubio argued.

Trump has called on
NATO members to raise their
defense spending to 5 percent

of GDP -- a threshold that no

member currently meets.
According to NATO es-
timates, 23 of the alliance's
32 members met or exceeded
the current 2 percent guide-
line last year, while major
European economies such as
Italy and Spain remain below
the target, spending approxi-
mately 1.5 percent and 1.3
percent of GDP, respectively.
Xinhua

Farmers reap more
than 2,900 acres of
sunflower in Kanbalu
Township

Kanbalu April 5

Farmers have harvested
a total of 2,935 acres of sun-
flower in Kanbalu Township
of Sagaing Region, according
to the statistics of Kanbalu
Township Agriculture De-
partment.

In Kanbalu Township,
during the winter crop cul-
tivation season, sunflower
crops were cultivated on up
to 2,935 acres of croplands.
The sunflower fields planted
in the previous season were
harvested starting in January
this year, and as of today, the
entire acreage has been fully
harvested. The yield was
recorded at 21.36 baskets
per acre.

"The winter crop cultiva-
tion in Kanbalu Township
included sunflower crops on
2,935 acres. Currently, all of
these fields have been com-
pletely harvested. To reduce
reliance on imported palm
oil, efforts are being made
to expand the cultivation of

sunflower, an oil-producing
crop. Sunflower yields more
oil per acre compared to other
oil crops like peanuts and
sesame. This is why sunflow-
ers are primarily cultivated
in winter rather than in the
rainy season," said U Myo
Zaw, the head of the Kanbalu
Township Department of
Agriculture.

To expand sunflower cul-
tivation in Kanbalu Town-
ship, the Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture has been
intensifying training pro-
grams. These programs aim
to enhance the skills of both
agricultural staff and farm-
ers involved in sunflower
cultivation.

Furthermore, support is
being provided to farmers
by ensuring the supply of
quality seeds, offering fer-
tilizers at affordable prices,
and promoting a farmer-to-
farmer seed exchange system
for distributing high-yield

sunflower varieties. 206

of innocent people.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Rublic Notice for Eliminationt of Violence

, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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Vice-Chairman of State Administration Council Deputy
Prime Minister Vice-Senior General Soe Win addresses ceremony
to honour and bid farewell to Thai emergency rescue team

g : 7,
Y ice-SeniorgGeneral' Soe Winfaddressesithe ceremony(tohonour and bid fare

7

Nay Pyi Taw April 5

A ceremony was held this
morning at the Zabuthiri Hall
of the Nay Pyi Taw Council
Office to honour and bid fare-
well to the Thai emergency
rescue team. The team had ar-
rived in Myanmar to provide
urgent assistance following
the devastating earthquake
and subsequent aftershocks
on March 28. Having com-
pleted their rescue opera-
tions, the team is now prepar-
ing to return to Thailand. The
event was attended by Chair-
man of the National Natural
Disaster Management Com-
mittee Vice-Chairman of the
State Administration Council
Deputy Prime Minister Vice-
Senior General Soe Win, who
delivered a speech express-
ing gratitude for the team’s
efforts.

Also present were com-
mittee member Union Minis-
ters, the Chairman of the Nay
Pyi Taw Council, Thailand’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Mr. Maris Sangiampongsa,
Thailand’s Ambassador to
Myanmar H.E. Mongkol
Visitstump, senior military
officers of the office of the
Commander-in-Chief, the
Commander of Nay Pyi Taw
Command, deputy ministers,
heads of relevant depart-
ments, members of the Thai
rescue team and officials.

At the beginning of the
ceremony, Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Soe Win and attendees
observed a minute of silence
in solemn remembrance of
those who lost their lives, loss
and damage in the powerful
earthquake that struck on
March 28, 2025.

Subsequently, the Vice-

team. ”

Senior General in delivering
a speech of gratitude and
tribute, stated that due to a
severe earthquake measur-
ing 7.7 on the Richter scale
that struck on March 28,
2025, at 12:51:02 Myanmar
Standard Time, within the
Republic of the Union of
Myanmar—specifically in
the Nay Pyi Taw Council
Territory, Mandalay Region,
Sagaing Region, and Shan
State—there were numer-
ous fatalities and damages.
The earthquake’s epicenter
was located approximately
20 kilometers northeast of
Mandalay, at a depth of 10
kilometers underground. It
was noted that, as of today,
80 aftershocks related to this
earthquake have been re-
corded. The damages caused
by the earthquake resulted in
extensive destruction in Man-
dalay, Sagaing, and Nay Pyi
Taw, with statistics indicating
3,455 deaths, 4,840 injuries,
and 214 people missing as of
the current time. The Prime
Minister declared a state of
emergency and, on the night
of March 28, broadcast ap-
peals for international as-
sistance through state-owned
television channels.

Within the Union Terri-
tory, the earthquake resulted
in 652 deaths, 853 injuries,
and 9 people missing. In
terms of structural collapse,
initial statistics show that
902 residential houses, 206
monasteries, 39 schools, 19
government offices, 1 bridge,
293 pagodas, and 275 other
buildings were damaged or
destroyed. In response to this
disaster, with deep sympathy
and shared sorrow, the state

has designated a seven-day
period of national mourning
from March 31 to April 6,
during which the national flag
will be flown at half-mast, as
announced.

Thailand, through the
Office of the Commander-
in-Chief of the Royal Thai
Armed Forces, led by Gen-
eral Chalermphon Phupho-
tao, dispatched a search and
rescue team of 55 members,
along with 5 officials from
the Thai Embassy—totaling
60 personnel—and 4.99 tons
of relief supplies viaa C-130

aircraft from Don Muang !

Airport in Thailand to Nay

Pyi Taw International Air- |

port, arriving within 36 hours
as the sixth country to pro-
vide assistance. Additionally,
on March 30, two aircraft
delivered 4,372 kilograms of
food and general supplies; on
April 1, two aircraft delivered
224,000 kilograms of food
and general supplies; and
on April 3, 4,700 kilograms
of food and general sup-
plies were provided, totaling
36,462 kilograms transported
across five flights. As of to-
day, emergency search and
rescue teams from 26 coun-
tries have provided assis-
tance, with Thailand being a
notable neighbouring country
that offered critical support
within 36 hours of the emer-
gency, for which Myanmar
has expressed special recog-
nition and gratitude. The Thai
rescue team arrived in Nay
Pyi Taw at 11 a.m. on March
30 and, starting at 3 p.m.
that day, worked tirelessly
with advanced equipment
to rescue survivors trapped
under collapsed and hazard-

ous buildings until 4 a.m. on
March 31, earning heartfelt
thanks for their efforts.
Furthermore, an 18-mem-
ber emergency medical team
led by General Phaenwut
arrived at Zabuthiri Special-
ist Hospital, where they met
with the hospital superin-
tendent to discuss urgent
medical needs for patients.
They visited and encour-
aged injured patients, and on

\Viice-SeniodGeneral

visited Pauk Myaing Pari-
yatti Monastery and Jermay
Mosque in Lewe Township,
as well as Buddharakkhita
Monastery in Ward No. 3,
donating food and funds, for
which special gratitude has
been expressed.

We are deeply grateful
for the support extended to
those affected by the recent
earthquake, including: the
food assistance provided to
the family of Daw Nyo, a
resident of Ward No. 6 in
Lewe Township, who passed
away, the medical treatment
and food assistance given to

T - | 84 people in Myauk Myike
. L = h - i .
vell'to/the;Thai'emergency, escue’.
= _-' _.' -

" to 156 people in Kyi Taung

Ashe Village, Tatkon Town-
ship, the medical care offered

Village under the Zeyathiri
Township Administration,
and the food assistance de-
livered to affected residents
in Kyi Taung Village, Moon
Tae Khwin Village, and Sipin
Thayar Village.

While such relief efforts
were being made in Myan-
mar, a 7.4 magnitude earth-
quake struck Thailand at 1:25
pm on March 28, causing
damage to Bangkok. The

Royal Thai Armed Forces
Gen. Songwit Noonpackdee,
Commander-in-Chief of the
Royal Thai Army Gen. Pana
Klaewblaudtuk and Thai Am-
bassador to Myanmar H. E.
Mongkol Visitstump, and es-
pecially the Thai government
led by Prime Minister Mrs
Pactongtam Shinawatra, who
sent emergency relief team to
Myanmar. I would also like to
express my gratitude to the
Commander-in-Chief of the
Royal Thai Armed Forces
and the Commander-in-Chief
of the Royal Thai Army.

We kindly ask the Thai
emergency relief team for
their understanding and pa-
tience should they encounter
any inconveniences or chal-
lenges during their time in
Myanmar. On behalf of the
people of Myanmar and the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Committee, I would
like to express our heartfelt
gratitude for their dedicated
efforts in searching and res-
cuing Myanmar citizens,
providing medical treatment
through a mobile clinic,
distributing food, donating
funds, and diligently docu-

S Wl
oe:Win greets'a*Ihai emergency rescue team member.
=& - e

March 31, continued efforts collapse of the under-con- menting their support.

to search and rescue at dam-
aged sites, actions that have
been duly recognized and
honored. On the same day, at
a vacant plot near buildings
numbered 2386 and 2387, a
mobile clinic treated 36 staff
members and their depend-
ents. On April 1, in Pyinmana
Township’s Yan Aung (1)
Ward at a Dhamma hall, and
on April 2, in Lewe Town-
ship’s Ward No. 6 at another
Dhamma hall, mobile clinics
provided medical care to 175
residents. Beyond mobile
clinic services, the team also

struction State Audit Office
building has left 11 workers
dead, 9 injured and 76 miss-
ing, and rescue operations
are still underway. The col-
lapse of the building was
also seen online shockingly.
Although the incident is tak-
ing place in Thailand, His
Majesty the King of Thailand
Maha Bajiralongkom, Queen
Suthida, Prime Minister of
Thailand Mrs Paetongtam
Shinawatra, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Thailand
Mr Maris Sangiampongsa,
Commander-in-Chief of the

Then, Vice Chairman
(1) of the National Disaster
Management Committee and
Union Minister for Home
Affairs, Lt. Gen. Tun Tun
Naung presented a com-
memorative plaque to a rep-
resentative of the Thai rescue
team. Next, Vice Chairman
(2) of the National Disaster
Management Committee and
Union Minister for Social
Welfare, Relief and Resettle-
ment, Dr Soe Win, presented
commemorative gifts to the
Thai rescue team, which were
received by  See Page 15
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Presidents, Prime Ministers and Heads of Government
as well as religious organizations from foreign countries
continuously send messages of condolences to Chairman
of the State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing for widespread damages, loss of
lives, and injuries in the powerful earthquake which struck
on 28 March 2025.

Suprabal Janasewashree General Ashoke Raj Sigdel of
Nepali Army, Shanghai Cooperation Organization-SCO
Secretary General Mr Nurlan Yermekbayev, Prime Minis-
ter of the Kingdom of Eswatini Russell Mmiso Dlamini,
Ven Tibbatuwawe Sri Siddharatha Sumangala Mahanay-
aka Maha Thero, The Supreme Patriarch of the Malwatta
Chapter of Siamese Fraternity, Kandy, Sri Lanka, and Van

Global leaders, religious heads send messages of
condolences to Myanmar’s PM

Warakagoda Dhammasiddhi Sri Gnanarathana Mahanayaka
Naha Thero, Supreme Patriarch of the Asgiriya Chapter
of Siamese Fraternity, Kandy, Sri Lanka, sent condolence
letters to Chairman of the National Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, express-
ing their deep sympathy.

The messages expressed condolences and sympathy
due to the loss of life and destruction caused by the recent
earthquake. It conveys deep sorrow on their behalf, stating
that they are with all those who have been affected by the
earthquake, including the monastic communities and the
victims across Myanmar. The message reflects empathy
for the suffering of the people of Myanmar and wishes for
their strength to overcome this difficult time. It prays for
unity, peace, and resilience for the survivors, hoping they

can rebuild their lives. The letter also asks for comfort and
healing through the compassion and love of the Buddha
and prays for a speedy recovery. It reminds everyone of the
fundamental truth that everything is impermanent, as taught
by the Buddha. Myanmar, where Theravada Buddhism
has flourished, has been providing significant support for
the long-term establishment of Buddhism, and the world
expresses eternal gratitude and recognition for this. Due to
the loss of lives and extensive damage and destruction, there
is deep sorrow and sympathy. They expressed condolences
to the affected families and prayed for the quick recovery
and rebuilding of all those affected. They also wish strength
and resilience to all relevant authorities and those involved
in rescue efforts, so they may overcome and avert the con-
sequences of the natural disaster. 100

destabilization of Mandalay.

The Most Venerable Bhaddanta Candimabhivamsa
Mahanayake Thero, Chairman of the State Sangha
Mahanayaka Committee,

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar
And His Excellency Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
Prime Minister of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

We as the Maha Sangha of the Malwatta and Asgiriya chapters of Siamopali Maha
Nikaya Kandy, Sri Lanka, are deeply saddened to learn about the devastating earth-
quake that destroyed Myanmar. The tragic result was the loss of many lives and the

Hereby we extend our profound sadness on behalf of the entire Buddhist communi-
ties on the current difficult situation that Myanmar is facing.
As a foremost country that flourished with Theravada Buddhism Myanmar has made

Dear Excellency,

HE Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
Chairman of the State Administration Council and Prime Minister
Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Allow me to express our deep condolences over the loss of life due to the earth-
quake in Myanmar. We convey our sincere sympathy to the families and friends of the
victims and wish everyone a speedy recovery.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Nurlan Yermekbayev
Secretary-General of the SCO

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,
I have the honour, on behalf of His Majesty King Mswati I1I, Her Majesty the

a huge contribution towards the perpetuation of Buddhism and its relevant values for
which the entire world is eternally grateful and commended.

Buddhist monastic and religious ties between our two countries go back to the 4th
century. Both countries shared close bilateral relations in establishing Buddhism in
their respective lands at a time when it was both weak. Also, the immense contribution
has been made by Myanmar Maha Sangha and devotees to the temple of tooth relic
and the people of Sri Lanka when the country at stake is also recalled with gratitude.

As Disciples of the Buddha, we understand the fundamental truth of impermanence
— that all things are transient and subject to change. This understanding encourages us
to cherish each moment and find strength amidst adversity. We also acknowledge the
cycles of renewal and destruction inherent in life. Cultivating strength and resilience
is the best way to move forward.

Therefore, in the spirit of deep-rooted monastic kinship, we stand in solidarity with
the Maha Sangha and the people of Myanmar. During this sorrowful time, we as the
Malwatta and Asgiriya chapters are committed to offering our support and assistance
for those who are affected.

May all deceased as a result of this catastrophe attain the supreme bliss of Nibbana.
Many people are lost loved ones and wounded find the strength and resilience to get
over their sorrow and be well soon.

With deepest sympathies and unwavering support,

The Most Venerable Tibbatuwawe Sri Siddharatha

Sumangala Mahanayaka Maha Thero,

The Supreme Patriarch of the Malwatta Chapter of Siamese Fraternity, Kandy,
Sri Lanka

The Most Venerable Warakagoda Dhammasiddhi Sri

Gnanarathana Mahanayaka Maha Thero,

The Supreme Patriarch of the Asgiriya Chapter of Siamese Fraternity, Kandy,
Sri Lanka

Queen Mother, the Government, and the People of the Kingdom of Eswatini to extend
our heartfelt condolences to the Government and the People of Myanmar following a
powerful earthquake that struck Myanmar on Friday killing at least 1,700 lives, with
many others injured.

In this time of profound sorrow, the People of the Kingdom of Eswatini stand in
solidarity with the People of Myanmar. Our thoughts and prayers are with the families
who have lost loved ones, the Government, and the People of Myanmar as they navigate
this immense loss. We also pray for the swift recovery of those injured in this calamity.

Russell Mmiso Dlamini
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Eswatini
31 March 2025

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
Chairman of the State Administration Council
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Your Excellency,
It is with great sorrow that I write to express my deepest condolences to the people of
Myanmar in the wake of the devastating earthquake that has recently struck Myanmar.
I offer my heartfelt sympathy to the families who have lost their loved ones and
to all those whose lives have been disrupted by this natural disaster. The strength and
resilience of the people of Myanmar during such a challenging time is truly admirable.
Please know that our prayers are with you as you navigate this difficult time. We
stand in solidarity with the people of Myanmar and hope that you find the strength,
comfort, and support you need in the days ahead.
In solidarity,
Suprabal Janasewashree General Ashoke Raj Sigdel
Army Headquarters
Kathmandu, Nepal
2 April 2025

From Page 14
a representative.

After the ceremony, Vice-Senior General
Soe Win, Chairman of the National Disaster
Management Committee, Vice Chairman of
the State Administration Council, Deputy .
Prime Minister, hosted a reception for the
Thai rescue team and greeted each of them
warmly.

Regarding the Assessment, Search &

Rescue Levels (ASR Levels):

* Level 1 involves assessing the con-
dition and location of the disaster-
affected area through a wide-area
assessment. .
Level 2 uses information from the
wide-area assessment to divide the
area into sections for search and res-
cue operations, with safety measures .
implemented.

individuals.

in collapsed structures.

» Level 3 focuses on the evacuation of
victims based on priority, as well as
the search for and rescue of trapped

Level 4 involves a thorough search of
the entire area using advanced equip-
ment to ensure no one remains trapped

Level 5 is the final stage, using both
manpower and machinery to clear

debris and ensure the site is fully
searched.

The Thai emergency rescue team has
successfully completed search and rescue
operations up to ASR Level 4 in the build-
ings under their responsibility. With a new
rescue team arriving from Thailand to take
over, the current team has completed their
mission and is now returning home.

100
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