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Chairman of the State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
takes partin 6™ B

P - 5 ; _‘ ; ._ *
‘ﬂg‘_ﬁﬁ?‘ eneral . MinVAu gtaki'g P at_’i_pjthfe!@d“ BIMSTEC Summi?

Nay Pyi Taw April 4

The sixth BIMSTEC
Summit was held at Shangri—
La Hotel in Bangkok, Thai-
land, this morning at local

time. Chairman of the State
Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing took
part in the discussions.

Also present at the sum-
mit together with the Senior
General were Joint SAC
Secretary General Ye Win
0o, union ministers, U Than
Swe, Admiral Moe Aung,
and senior officials of the
delegation.

First, H.E. Ms. Pactong-
tarm Shinawatra, Prime
Minister of Thailand and
rotating Chair of BIMSTEC,
welcomed and extended
greetings individually to
the Senior General and lead-
ers of Bangladesh, Bhu-
tan, India, Nepal, and Sri
Lanka, who were attending
the meeting, and posed for
documentary photo together
with them.

The Thai Prime Minister
delivered the opening ad-
dress. During the address,
a one-minute silence was
observed in honour of the
victims of the severe earth-
quake that struck Myanmar
and Thailand on 28 March.

Afterwards, the meet-
ing agenda was approved,
followed by the speeches
of the leaders of BIMSTEC
member states.

In his address, the Sen-
ior General said the theme
of Bangkok BIMSTEC is

-

“Prosperous, Resilient, and
Open (PRO) BIMSTEC”
is very much aligned with
the goals of the member
countries. Many programs
could be realized under the
leadership of Thailand, and
particularly, the leadership
of Thailand is recognized
in writing and adopting the
BIMSTEC Bangkok Vision
2030 that would be approved
at the summit.

The summit would adopt
the procedures of the BIM-
STEC mechanism and they
would become the guide-
lines for systematically hold-
ing BIMSTEC meetings and
for ensuring clear decision-
making programs.

Progress in trade and
investment is important in
establishing a prosperous
BIMSTEC. Although the
Framework Agreement on
the BIMSTEC Free Trade
Area Agreement (FTA) was
signed in 2004, its establish-
ment is still far away. FTA
will be very supportive of
the economic development
of member states as it can re-
duce trade tariffs and facili-
tate services and commodity
trade. As for enjoying the
fruits of FTA, accelerated
efforts must be exerted for
the completion of the related
agreements.

Furthermore, it is es-
sential to explore digital
cross-border payment sys-
tems and the potential for
trading in local currencies to
streamline transactions and
minimize reliance on for-

eign currencies. Currently,
to make payments in border
trade faster and smoother,
Myanmar has implemented
direct "baht-kyat" payments
for trade with Thailand and
direct "rupee-kyat" pay-
ments for trade with India.

Another key area of
cooperation in building a
prosperous BIMSTEC is
enhancing connectivity.
Strengthening connectivity
will play a crucial role in
promoting regional trade,
investment, and the devel-
opment of tourism. There-
fore, it is crucial to expedite
the implementation of the
BIMSTEC Master Plan for
Transport Connectivity, as
it will significantly enhance
regional connectivity.

The India-Myanmar-
Thailand Trilateral Highway
project will significantly
contribute to regional con-
nectivity. The signing of the
Maritime Transport Cooper-
ation Agreement is also wel-
comed, as it will strengthen
regional maritime connectiv-
ity, trade, and investments in
port infrastructure.

Energy cooperation is
another crucial pillar for
regional prosperity. Prior-
itizing the BIMSTEC Grid
Interconnection Master Plan
will facilitate the efficient
sharing of energy resources
and help reduce costs.

Regional food security
is essential for building a
prosperous BIMSTEC. As
the population continues to
grow, it is imperative to pri-

IMSTEC

oritize food security to meet
the needs of an expanding
population. Myanmar, as
the lead country in the BIM-
STEC Agriculture and Food
Security Sector, has taken
the initiative in drafting
the BIMSTEC Agricultural
Sector Cooperation Action
Plan (2023-2027) and the
BIMSTEC Fisheries and
Livestock Cooperation Ac-
tion Plan. All member coun-
tries are urged to effectively
implement these work plans
to address regional food
security.

He stated that Myanmar
is endowed with favorable
water, soil, and climate con-
ditions for agriculture and
livestock. He fully believes
that by combining these
resources with the modern
agricultural and livestock
systems of BIMSTEC mem-
ber countries, which pos-
sess advanced technologies,
beneficial results will be
achieved not only for My-
anmar but also for regional
food security. Therefore, he
would like to invite BIM-
STEC member countries
to invest in agriculture and
livestock-based industries in
Myanmar. He also stated that
he would like to express his
gratitude to India for provid-
ing BIMSTEC scholarships
in agriculture to member
countries at this opportune
time.

Among the BIMSTEC
member countries, Bangla-
desh, India, Sri Lanka, and
Myanmar are often affected

Summit

by natural disasters. Ad-

+ ditionally, a recent power-

ful earthquake centered in
Myanmar had repercussions
in several countries within
the region. The earthquake
has resulted in 3,301 fatali-
ties, 4,792 injuries, and 221
people reported as miss-
ing. There is a pressing

B neced for enhanced regional
| cooperation to address the

challenges posed by natural
disasters. He stated that
he would like to take this
opportunity to express his
heartfelt gratitude, on be-
half of the people of My-
anmar, for the expressions
of sympathy from member
countries regarding the loss
of life and damage caused
by the major earthquake that
struck Myanmar on March
28. He also appreciated the
prompt response in search
and rescue efforts, as well
as the swift delivery of relief
and food supplies.

Building resilience with-
in BIMSTEC is crucial. Our
region is confronted with
challenges such as climate
change, natural disasters,
epidemics, and other un-
foreseen crises. Therefore,
it is essential to develop
proactive plans for crisis
management, disaster readi-
ness, and environmental
sustainability.

He stated that we are
experiencing the effects of
climate change and must
promote cooperation to miti-
gate its impact and adapt
to the changing climate. In
particular, emphasis must be
placed on the implementa-
tion of the BIMSTEC project
focused on the environment
and climate change.

The COVID-19 pan-
demic has highlighted the
need for preparedness in
facing health crises. We must
strengthen our healthcare
systems and ensure timely
access to vaccines, medi-
cines, and medical supplies
in the event of future pan-
demics. I urge all member
countries to support the
timely implementation of
the BIMSTEC Public Health
Work Plan (2023-2025),

which plays a crucial role in
enhancing regional health
cooperation.

I would also like to ex-
press gratitude to the World
Bank for its offer to sup-
port pandemic prevention,
preparedness, and response
efforts. Regional security
resilience is another key pil-
lar. Cybersecurity, maritime
security, and combating
transnational crimes such
as human trafficking, drug
smuggling, and online fraud
require close collaboration
among our law enforcement
agencies.

In particular, we must
work together to combat
the growing threat of online
fraud in the region and glob-
ally. Myanmar is already co-
operating with neighbouring
countries to crack down on
online scams, including re-
patriating victims trafficked
for such operations. Since
online fraud harms public
interests, member states
must engage in sustained—
not just temporary—col-
laboration. I am pleased to
announce that Myanmar
successfully hosted the 4th
BIMSTEC National Security
Advisors’ Meeting from July
24 to 26, 2024.

To shape an open and
transparent BIMSTEC, we
must strengthen people-to-
people ties based on our
shared history, culture, and
socio-economic connec-
tions. However, it is impor-
tant to clarify Myanmar’s
historical context regarding
Rakhine. The term Rohingya
has no historical basis in
Myanmar. During British
colonial rule, labourers were
brought from the Bengal
region for agricultural work,
and their descendants are re-
ferred to as Bengalis. These
facts are well-documented.

Tourism plays a key
role in fostering mutual
understanding and building
bridges between our peoples.
Promoting sustainable tour-
ism will allow us to leverage
our rich cultural heritage
while creating new eco-
nomic opportunities for local
communities. See Page 13
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Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing holds talks with
H.E. Ms. Paetongtarm Shinawatra, Prime Minister of
Thailand and rotatlng Chalr of BIMSTEC

Nay Pyi TawApril 4

Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, who is in Thai-
land to attend the BIMSTEC
Summit hosted by the coun-

try, held talks with H.E. Ms.
Paetongtarm Shinawatra, the
Prime Minister of Thailand
and rotating Chair of BIM-
STEC, at Shangri — La Hotel
in Bangkok this morning at
local time.

At the meeting, the Thai
Prime Minister expressed
sorrows tha Thai people
shared with their Myanmar
counterparts for the losses
caused by an earthquake and
assured continuous rehabili-

tation and medical aids. She
said the Thai and Malaysian
foreign ministers will come
to Myanmar in the near future

In his discussions, the
Senior General expressed
special thanks to Thailand
and its people for the sym-
pathy they showed for My-
anmar that suffered losses
caused by a powerful earth-
quake and the assurance for
continued assistance. He also
expressed a deep sorrow for
the damages in Bangkok
and inclusion of Myanmar
He
said Myanmar welcomes and

citizens in the victims.

y thanks the FMs of Thailand

and Malaysia for their plan to
visit Myanmar and to provide
aid to the country after know-
ing the requirements.
Afterwards, views on
improving cooperation be-
tween the two countries,
bilateral programs for peace
and stability at border areas,

to know the requirements of jOil’lt anti-illicit trade cam-

the country. Thailand will
continue its aid program.

paigns, bilateral cooperation
in counternarcotics and anti-

gun running and anti-online
gambling and anti-online
scam operations, awareness
campaigns at border areas
for cutting down transbound-
ary haze and pollution, dis-
semination of agricultural
technology, promotion of
cooperation in multi sectors
including economy, agricul-
ture, defence were cordially
exchanged.

Also present at the meet-
ing together with the Senior
General were Joint SAC
Secretary General Ye Win
Oo, union ministers, U Than
Swe, Admiral Moe Aung,
and senior officials of the
delegation. The Thai PM was
accompanied by the foreign
minister and government of-
ficials of Thailand.

After the talks, the Sen-
ior General and Thai PM
exchanged commemorative

gifts. 100

SAC Chairman PM Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
holds meeting with BIMSTEC Secretary-General
Mr. Indra Mani Pandey

Nay Pyi Taw April 4

Chairman of the State
Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing who
attended the 6th BIMSTEC
Summit hosted by Thai-
land held a meeting with
Secretary-General of BIM-
STEC H.E. Mr. Indra Mani
Pandey at Shangri-La Hotel
in Bangkok this afternoon.

They exchanged views

H.E.

on efforts of Myanmar in
successfully holding the 4th
BIMSTEC Summit in Nay
Pyi Taw, active participation
of Myanmar in BMISTEC,
successful hosting of the 6th
BIMSTEC Summit and ac-
complishment in agriculture

and food security sector of

BIMSTEC led by Myanmar.

Also present at the meet-
ing were Council Joint Sec-
retary General Ye Win Oo,

Deputy Prime Minister Un-
ion Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs U Than Swe and senior
officials. The BIMSTEC
Secretary-General was ac-
companied officials.

After the meeting, the
Senior General and the
BIMSTEC Secretary-Gen-
eral exchanged gifts, and
they posed for documentary
photos.

100

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing holds
a meeting with BIMSTEC Secretary-General

H.E. Mr. Indra Mani Pandey.

1. Declaring themselves

of innocent people.

to be “for the people”,

RubliciNotice forEliminationfofaViolence

the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including
schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is
to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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SAC Chairman PM Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing holds talks with
Indian PM H.E. Mr. Shri Narendra Modi

endr:a)

Nay Pyi Taw April 4
Chairman of the State General Min Aung Hlaing, talks with Prime Minister of again.

(el it T e T T S e

Modi at the Shangri-La Ho-
tel in Bangkok this morning
local time.

During the talks, the
Indian prime minister ex-
pressed his own and the
people of India's deep sym-
pathy for losses and damage
caused by a powerful earth-
quake in Myanmar and said
Gujarat state was once hit by
such a powerful earthquake.
He said India would con-
tinue to provide necessary
assistance to Myanmar and
he would discuss conse-
quences of natural disasters
extensively at the BIMSTEC
summit. He said he was glad

cil Prime Minister Senior BIMSTEC summit, held to meet the Senior General

Administration Coun- who was attending the sixth India H.E. Mr. Shri Narendra

The Senior General ex-

pressed his gratitude for as-
sistance of the Indian prime
minister and the people of
India and wanted India to
share rehabilitation experi-
ences after an earthquake.
He added that he was glad
to hear that the Indian prime
minister would discuss con-
sequences of natural disas-
ters comprehensively at the
BIMSTEC summit.

Then, they frankly ex-
changed views on promotion
of cooperation between the
two countries, importance
of stability, prosperity and
sovereignty of Myanmar,
border stability, coopera-
tion in combat against hu-
man trafficking and weapon
smuggling, Myanmar's con-

tinued path to multi-party
democracy and preparations
for holding a free and fair
multi-party democracy gen-
eral election in December.

The Senior General was
accompanied by SAC Joint
Secretary General Ye Win
0o, union ministers U Than
Swe and Admiral Moe Aung
and entourage senior officers
while the Indian prime min-
ister was accompanied by
officials of the Government
of India.

After the talks, the Sen-
ior General and the Indian
prime minister posed for
documentary photographs
and cordially greeted
attendees.

100

Nay Pyi Taw April 4

The delegation led by
Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, after attending
the sixth BIMSTEC meeting,
left wing six of Don Muang
Airport by special flight for
Myanmar at 9 pm local time
and the delegation was seen
off at the airport by Minister
of Labour of Thailand H.E.
Mr. Phiphat Ratchakitpra-
kan, Myanmar Ambassador
to Thailand U Zaw Zaw Soe
and officials.

When they arrived at Nay
Pyi Taw Tatmadaw Airport at
10 pm, they were welcome

SAC Chairman PM Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing arrives back in Myanmar after
sixth BIMSTEC summit

back by Vice Chairman of
the SAC Deputy Prime Min-
ister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win, the secretary and
members of the SAC, union
ministers, the Chief of Gen-
eral Staff (Army, Navy, Air)
and senior officers from the
Office of the Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services,
the commander of Nay Pyi
Taw Command, Thai Am-
bassador to Myanmar H.E.
Mr. Mongkol Visitstump and
officials.

The Senior General ar-
rived back with entourage
members SAC Joint Sec-
retary General Ye Win Oo,
union ministers U Than Swe

and Admiral Moe Aung, sen-
ior officers from the Office
of the Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services, deputy
ministers and military and
civilian responsible officers.
During the visit, the Sen-

ior General attended the sixth
BIMSTEC summit and dis-
cussed the situation of My-
anmar caused by the natural
disaster, cooperation with
the international community
to effectively carry out relief
and rehabilitation opera-
tions, cooperation between
the countries and friendly
relations with heads of state
from the member countries.
100

e
Senior/General M&n[&mgﬂlbﬁig being welcomed
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From Page 11

Given that Nepal and Bhu-
tan are landlocked, we must
enhance connectivity and
cooperation to overcome
logistical challenges.

Our youth are the future
of BIMSTEC. We must ex-
pand educational exchange
programs, create opportuni-
ties for young entrepreneurs,
and enhance skills develop-
ment to help them thrive in
the digital economy. I com-

mend Thailand for hosting
the BIMSTEC Next-Gen
Youth Forum in Bangkok
from April 2 to 3, 2025,
which will facilitate idea-
sharing and collaboration
strategies.

Iam pleased to see grow-
ing interest from regional
and international organi-
zations in partnering with
BIMSTEC. To implement
our projects effectively, we
must maintain strong ties

with existing partners while
engaging potential new ones.
I also thank the Eminent Per-
sons Group for their recom-
mendations on BIMSTEC’s
future direction.

On this occasion, I ex-
tend my congratulations to
Mr. Indra Mani Pandey as
the new BIMSTEC Secre-
tary-General and express
gratitude to outgoing Secre-
tary-General Mr. Tenzin Le-
kphell for his contributions.

I also thank Thailand for
its leadership as BIMSTEC
Chair, which has greatly
advanced our progress. |
warmly welcome Bangla-
desh as the incoming Chair
and assure full support dur-
ing its tenure. We reaffirm
our commitment to working
closely with member states
to build a peaceful, resilient,
open, fair, equitable, and
sustainable future.
Following this, the BIM-

STEC Secretary-General
reported on the 6th BIM-
STEC Summit and presented
the Joint Declaration of the
19th BIMSTEC Ministerial
Meeting and the Report of
the 20" BIMSTEC Ministe-
rial Meeting. The meeting
also reviewed and endorsed
the BIMSTEC Bangkok
Vision 2030, BIMSTEC
procedural mechanisms, the
Eminent Persons Group’s re-
port, and the 6th BIMSTEC

Declaration.

Subsequently, the out-
going BIMSTEC Chair,
Thailand’s Prime Minister,
handed over the chairman-
ship to Bangladesh’s Chief
Advisor.

The new Chair, Bang-
ladesh’s Chief Advisor, de-
livered remarks, followed
by closing statements from
Thailand’s Prime Minister,
marking the conclusion of

the meeting. 100
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SAC Chairman PM Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
hold discussions with Prime Minister of
Bhutan H.E. Mr. Tshering Tobgay

T My Mg e

Nay Pyi Taw April 4
Chairman of the State Ad-

| ministration Council Prime

Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, who was at-
tending the sixth BIMSTEC

. summit hosted by Thailand,

held discussions with Prime
Minister of Bhutan H.E.
Mr. Tshering Tobgay at the
Shangri-La Hotel in Bangkok
this afternoon local time.
First, the prime minister of
Bhutan relayed the message
of the king of Bhutan over the
losses caused by a powerful

! carthquake and the country

was offering assistance to

Myanmar by sending rescue
teams. He said his country
was planning to continue to
offer necessary assistance to
Myanmar.

Then, the Senior General
expressed his gratitude for the
goodwill towards Myanmar
by the king and the people,
saying although it had been
six days since the earthquake,
some survivors could still be
rescued. The Senior General
expressed his thanks to Bhutan
for offering assistance in relief
operations.

They frankly discussed co-
operation in health and educa-

tion sectors, cultural exchange,
cooperation in other sectors
and promotion of friendly
relations between the two
countries.

The Senior General was
accompanied by SAC Joint
Secretary General Ye Win Oo,
union ministers U Than Swe
and Admiral Moe Aung and
entourage senior officers while
the Bhutan prime minister was
accompanied by officials of the
Government of Bhutan.

The Senior General and
the prime minister of Bhutan
exchanged gifts and posed for
documentary photographs. 100

SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing talks with Sri Lankan Prime Minister
H.E. Dr. Harini Amarasuriya

Nay Pyi Taw April 4

Chairman of the State
Administration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing who attended
the 6th BIMSTEC Summit
hosted by Thailand held talks
with Sri Lankan Prime Minis-
ter Dr Harini Amarasuriya at
Shangri-La Hotel in Bangkok
this afternoon.

At the talks, the Sri Lan-
kan Prime Minister conveyed
the message of the President
of Sri Lanka, saying that the
President expressed his deep
sorrow over the significant
damage and losses caused by
the recent powerful earthquake

in Myanmar. On behalf of Sri
Lanka, the Sri Lankan Prime
Minister said Sri Lanka is ex-
tending its support in various
ways to assist Myanmar in its
rescue and recovery efforts.

The Senior General said
that the two countries have
a strong and friendly rela-
tionship with good coop-
eration. He is grateful for
the assistance of Sri Lanka
provided during this time,
when a severe earthquake has
caused damage in Myanmar,
particularly for the support
extended in the rescue and
relief operations.

They cordially discussed

promotion of cooperation in
economic, defence, education
and science and technology
sectors, and efforts to enhance
friendship between the two
countries.

Also, present at the meet-
ing were Council Joint Sec-
retary General Ye Win Oo,
Union Ministers U Than Swe
and Admiral Moe Aung and
senior officials. The Sri Lan-
kan Prime Minister was ac-
companied by officials from
the Sri Lankan government.

After the talks, the Senior
General and the Sri Lankan
Prime Minister exchanged
commemorative gifts. 100
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Union Minister Admiral Moe Aung visits Myanmar
earthquake Vlctlms recelvmg treatment in Thailand

Nay Pyi Taw April 4

Union Minister for the
Office of the Chairman of
the State Administration
Council (1) Admiral Moe
Aung, who is in Bangkok,
Thailand with the Chairman
of the State Administration
Council and Prime Minister

Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing, accompanied by
deputy ministers, visited
Myanmar citizens who were
injured in a building collapse
during the earthquake in
Thailand on March 28 and
are receiving medical treat-
ment at Phyathai Phaholy-

othin Hospital.

During the visit, the
Union Minister personally
greeted the Myanmar citi-
zens receiving treatment at
the hospital, inquired about
their medical conditions, and
provided them with financial

assistance and food. 100

Union Minister Admiral Moe Aung provides

cash assistance and food to.a Myanmar, quake

victim in Thailand.
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Presidents, Prime Ministers and Heads of Govern-
ment from foreign countries continuously send messages
of condolences to Chairman of the State Administra-
tion Council Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing for widespread damages, loss of lives, and
injuries in the powerful earthquake which struck on
28 March 2025.

Due to the powerful earthquake, which caused exten-
sive damage, loss of life, and numerous injuries, Samdach
Preah Abhisiri Sugandhamahasangharajah Dhipati Kitti
Uddessa Pandita Bour Kry, the Great Supreme Patriarch of

State leaders, religious heads send message of
condolences to SAC Chairman Prime Minister

Dhammayuttikanikaya of the Kingdom of Cambodia and
Governor of Saint-Petersburg Mr Alexander Beglov of the
Russian Federation have each sent condolence letters to
Chairman of the National Administration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, expressing
their deep sympathy.

These messages stated that due to the recent earth-
quake, which caused fatalities and extensive damage,
they express their condolences. Members of the Sangha
in Cambodia stand together with the surviving families,
government officials involved in the rescue efforts, the
monastic communities across Myanmar, and all those af-

Dear Senior General Min Aung Hlaing

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
Chairman of the State Administration Council
Republic of the Union of Myanmar

I tis with profound sadness that I, Samdach Preah Abhisiri Sugandhamahasangharajah Dhipati Kitti

fected by the earthquake. They understand the suffering of
the people of Myanmar and wish for them to overcome this
difficult time with resilience. They pray that the survivors
may rebuild their lives with unity and peace. May the
victims find comfort through the compassion and love of
the Buddha, and may they recover swiftly. They are deeply
saddened by the loss of lives and extensive destruction.
They extend their condolences to the affected families and
pray for the swift recovery of those in need. They wish
that all involved in the rescue efforts have the strength
and determination to overcome the consequences of the

natural disaster. 100

Chairman of the State Administration Council

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing

Prime Minister

Uddessa Pandita Bour Kry, the Great Supreme Patriarch of Dhammayuttikanikaya of the Kingdom of
Cambodia, extend my deepest condolences for the devastating loss of life and widespread destruction
caused by the recent earthquake.

During this period of profound suffering, our hearts, and the hearts of the Sangha in Cambodia, extend
to the families who have lost loved ones, the governments involved in the relief efforts, the monastic
community throughout Myanmar, and all those impacted by this devastating event. We share in your
grief and offer our earnest prayers for the strength and resilience of the Myanmar people. We pray that
the souls of those lost in this disaster find peace, and that those who remain may find the resilience to
rebuild their lives and communities in a peaceful and harmonious manner.

May the teachings of compassion and loving-kindness provide solace and guide the recovery efforts.
We earnestly hope that the spirit of unity and cooperation will prevail, enabling the swift restoration of
the affected communities.

May all beings find peace and comfort during this difficult time.

With Metta,

Samdach Preah Abhisiri Sugandhamahasangharajah
Dhipati Kitti Uddessa Pandita Bour Kry

The Great Supreme Patriarch

of Dhammayuttikanikaya of

the Kingdom of Cambodia

31 March 2025

Your Excellency,

On behalf of the Government of Saint-Petersburg and the resi-
dents of our city, allow me to express my condolences to you and
the entire Myanmar people over the human lives list in the powerful
earthquake.

We are deeply saddened by the news of casualties and significant
destruction.

Saint-Petersburg mourns together with the residents of Mandalay
and other regions who have lost their loved ones.

Please convey words of sincere sympathy to the families of the
victims.

I wish swift recovery to all victims.

I wish strength and courage to the authorities and rescuers who
are working to eliminate the consequences of the disaster.

Mr Alexander Beglov
Governor of Saint-Petersburg
The Russian Federation

Your Excellency,

Esteemed Speaker of Pyithu Hluttaw,
I am deeply saddened to learn from media reports that the powerful earthquake that struck Myanmar on Friday, 28 March 2025, had an impact on the people, forcing families
to relocate and causing the loss of lives, homes, and buildings.
My condolences to the families and their loved ones who have lost their lives, and I send my prayers and best wishes for Myanmar's recovery from the disaster.

Mr. Seah Kian Peng
Speaker
Parliament of Singapore

Xinhua Headlines: South Korea's
Yoon ousted, early presidential
election looms

Seoul April 4

South Korea's Consti-
tutional Court on Friday
removed President Yoon
Suk-yeol from office by
upholding his impeachment
by the National Assembly.

The conservative lead-
er became the country's
second sitting president to
be forcibly removed from
power following former
President Park Geun-hye's
ouster through impeachment
in 2017.

Yoon also became the
third president to be im-
peached by the National
Assembly. Late liberal Presi-
dent Roh Moo-hyun was
impeached by the legislature
in 2004 but later reinstated.

Moon Hyung-bae, acting
chief of the Constitutional
Court, announced the unani-
mous ruling by all eight jus-
tices, which recognized that
Yoon "violated the Constitu-
tion and laws by mobilizing
military and police forces

to obstruct the exercise of
legislative authority."

Justice Moon stressed
that removing Yoon from of-
fice would better protect the
Constitution than allowing
him to stay in power.

The court's ruling came
111 days after Yoon's im-
peachment motion was sub-
mitted to the court, com-
pared to 92 days for Park's
impeachment and 64 days
for Roh's.

Xinhua

WHO official dismisses rumors
about new virus in Russia

Moscow April 4

Batyr Berdyklychev, the
head of the World Health
Organization (WHO) coun-
try office in Russia, has
dismissed rumors about a
new virus in the country, the
TASS news agency reported
Friday.

The WHO representative
in Moscow has confirmed
that the recent suspected cas-
es in Russia were caused by
the known bacterial infection

of mycoplasma pneumonia,

the report said.

Berdyklychev told TASS
that the WHO had requested
related data from Russian
authorities in response to the
reports of patients coughing
up blood.

"Following investiga-
tions, including laboratory
confirmation, it was deter-
mined that the five reported
cases in Moscow and the
Moscow region were caused
by mycoplasma pneumonia.

This is not a new virus, and

the number of cases does not
pose an increased epidemio-

logical risk," he said.
Berdyklychev said that
the WHO has established
effective collaboration with
Russia's Federal Service for
the Oversight of Consumer
Protection and Welfare, add-
ing, "This is a very good
example of the fact that the
Russian Federation has set
up areliable epidemiological

surveillance system."
Xinhua
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