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Chairman of State Administration Council Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
examines Maravijaya Buddha Image and religious buildings
in the premises of Buddha Park, looks into the requirements

Image and Throne face no tilting, sinking and cracks in connected
parts at all and only minor damages found at religious building

SenioGeneral Min/Aung Hlaing héar:sl l%ep!(gﬁlts on the Marayijaya Bug

Nay Pyi Taw April 1

Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, accompanied
by the members of the entou-
rage, examined the Maravi-
jaya Buddha Image, world’s
tallest marble Buddha statue
in sitting posture, built in
Dekkhinathiri Township, Un-
ion Territory Nay Pyi Taw,
and the damage of religious

Trustees U Thant Swe, Union
Minister for Energy U Ko Ko
Lwin, Director of Directorate
of Military Engineers Maj-
Gen Zaw Naing Oo, Union
Minister for Construction U
Myo Thant and officials. Ac-
cording to their reports, there
was no datum point changes
between the records on the
measurements conducted on
27 March and those on 28
March after the earthquake
jolted and no sign of tilting,

ing taken to systematically
examine the earthquake and
keep the records by the con-
struction team and earthquake
expert team, set up since the
erection of the Image began,
through modern techniques,
and to systematical repair
the minor damages and for
prevention against possible
earthquakes in the future.

In response, the Senior
General said since the start of
the Maravijaya Buddha Image

Tt

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects a religious edifice at the precinct of the
Maravijaya Buddha Image.

buildings in the compound of
Buddha Park this morning.
Atthe office of the pagoda
board of trustees, the Senior
General heard a report on
daily and monthly check-
ing of the measurements of
the Buddha Image and the
Throne datum points for the
sustainability of Maravijaya
Buddha Image, presented by
Chairman of Pagoda Board of

sinking of the Image and
Throne and cracks in the
connected parts at all. The
earthquake caused slight dam-
age to ceiling of the religious
buildings and stone slabs of
the platform and Gandakudi
Chamber and they are under
repair. Other religious build-
ings and ring roads in the
compound also faced minor
damages. Measures are be-

construction project, which
applied advanced methods
and technology, gale resist-
ance, earthquake resistance
and natural disaster resistance
had been taken into account
for the Image’s sustainability.
Thanks to the measures, the
Image and Throne did not
face any tilting, sinking and
cracks in connected parts.
There were only few minor

m&c&ﬁaaﬁ@e ﬁmﬁm:@é: 505028165036 (0.3. jo j9)

damages, and officials should
systematically repair them.
He also looked into the other
requirements.

The Senior General and
party cordially greeted the pil-
grims in the compound. The
Senior General paid homage
to Maravijaya Buddha Image
and offered flowers and water.
Later, the Senior General and
party looked around the prem-
ises and Gandakudi Chamber
ring road and inspected the

dd legli.:l:lillge, which can withstand. the earthquake. :

The Senior General met
the chair and members of the
board and said as Maravijaya
Buddha Image is the world’s
tallest marble Buddha statue
in sitting posture, it is a pride
of Myanmar. So, systematic
measures must be taken for
the Image’s sustainability and
make preparations to face the
possible occurrences in the
future. The Image is massive
and its height is the tallest
among its kind. Aggadhipati

damages. So, gratitude goes
to engineers who took part
in the project. Systematic
maintenance is required for

. the sustainability of the Image

and the park.

CNC machines were used
in carving the Image part by
part. Modern engineering
techniques were applied in
connecting the parts of the
image for their durability.
Measures were taken from
the engineering point of view
in enabling the Image to have
a20000-ton durability capac-
ity, to withstand 120-mile per
hour winds and 8.8 magnitude
earthquake, the highest pos-
sible strength in Myanmar,
and to prevent the Image from
lightning strikes. The Image’s
parts were connected through
the application of conven-
tional methods and modern

engineering science. The total
height of Maravijaya Buddha
Image is 81 feet — height of
the Image is 63 feet and that

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects a religious edifice at the precinct of the

Maravijaya Buddha Image.

ongoing repair works and
attended to the needs. The
Senior General then rang the
bell in the premises.

The Senior General and
party examined the minor
damages of Aggadhipati
Sasana Beikman and looked
into the requirements. They
then paid homage to the
Buddha Image inside the
Beikman.

Sasna Beikman is also a mas-
sive cave-like building with
no centre column.

Severe earthquakes are a
huge challenge for engineers
and engineering science. Even
during the powerful earth-
quake the Image and Throne
showed no sign of tilting,
sinking and cracks in the con-
nected parts and the religious
buildings faced only minor

of the Throne 18 feet. The
Image was built in accord
with the Yadanabon design
and modern techniques to
become the world’s largest
sublime Buddha Image. It is
an honor for the engineer-
ing science that the massive
earthquake was not able to
cause any damage to the
Image.

100
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Donation ceremony held by volunteers and donors to
support relief and reconstruction efforts in
earthquake-affected areas

I '2'5;1 /

SIYClEhairmanP Vi SeniorGencraliVinYAung Haing

andirescueloperationsfofiearthquakezhitfareas®s

Nay Pyi Taw April 1

A donation ceremony
was held today at 12:30 PM
at Tabaung Field in Nay Pyi
Taw, organized by volunteers
and donors to provide finan-
cial contributions for relief
and reconstruction efforts in
earthquake-affected areas.
The event was attended by
Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing, Chairman of the
State Administration Council
Prime Minister, who deliv-
ered a speech and received
the donated funds.

The donation ceremony
was attended by Vice-Chair-
man of the SAC Deputy
Prime Minister Vice-Senior
General Soe Win, who also
serves as Chairman of the
National Natural Disaster
Management Committee,
along with the Council’s Joint
Secretary, Council members,
Union Ministers, Union-
level officials, high-ranking
military officers from the
Office of the Commander-in-
Chief, the Nay Pyi Taw Com-
mand Commander, Deputy

deliyers es at the donatlon

i including a team from China,

Ministers, volunteer donors,
representatives from various
ministries, and members of
social organizations.

In his opening remarks,
Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing spoke about the con-
ditions caused by the earth-
quake, the assistance pro-
vided by foreign countries in
the form of rescue teams and
relief supplies, and expressed
gratitude for the enthusiastic
donations made at the event.
He noted that, among the 18
major earthquakes recorded

[ -

in Myanmar’s history, the
most severe was the May-
myo Earthquake of May 13,
1912, with a magnitude of
8 on the Richter scale. The
second most severe was the
recent earthquake, register-
ing a magnitude of 7.7. He
emphasized that Myanmar
has experienced repeated
earthquakes, offering valu-
able lessons, and urged the
public to remain vigilant and
learn from these incidents.
He mentioned that significant
damage was observed within

the Nay Pyi Taw Council
Area following the recent
earthquake, prompting him
to personally inspect the af-
fected areas within hours of
the event. He observed ex-
tensive damage to roads and
buildings in the city and, as
a result, immediately issued
a public statement. In this
statement, he acknowledged
that Myanmar alone would
require considerable time to
carry out rescue and rehabili-
tation efforts, and thus called
for international assistance.
Following his appeal,
international rescue teams,

along with relief supplies,
arrived within a short time
frame after the earthquake.
This enabled rapid coordina-
tion of rescue operations in
the affected areas. He ex-
pressed profound gratitude to
the international community
for their support, including
rescue teams and supplies.
Similarly, he noted that the
Prime Ministers of India, Ma-
laysia (the current ASEAN
Chair), and Pakistan had con-
tacted him by phone to offer
assistance, while lead-
ers from China (President
Xi Jinping),

See Page 13
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Chairman of the State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects
parliament buildings damaged by the earthquake and
provided necessary directives

——

e _.‘ _ 2

Nay Pyi Taw April 1

Chairman of the State
Administration Coun-
cil Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing,
along with council members,
inspected the earthquake

damage at the parliament
buildings in Nay Pyi Taw
Union Territory this morn-
ing and provided necessary
instructions.

First, Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing inspected

. 3 F.: 3
L / Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects damage at the Hluttaw buildings.

the damage to the Pyithu
Hluttaw Building, the Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw Build-
ing, the No. (1) Gate En-
trance Bridge and Arch, and
Amyotha Hluttaw Building.
Following the inspection,

o

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U
T Khun Myat and relevant
officials gave a brief report.

In response to the re-
port, the Senior General
emphasized the importance
of systematically repairing

and reconstructing the dam-
aged parliament buildings.
He highlighted the need for
a structured, step-by-step
approach to reforms, ensur-
ing long-term sustainabil-
ity and structural integrity.

Additionally, he instructed
that the extent of the dam-
age and the progress of re-
construction be thoroughly
documented, along with
the implementation of other

necessary measures. 100

From Page 12

Cambodia, Brunei, and Nica-
ragua sent messages of con-
dolence and provided addi-
tional aid.

The Senior General fur-
ther stated that the state has
allocated 500 billion kyats
to initiate relief efforts. He
highlighted that Myanmar
has gained numerous les-
sons from earthquakes since
around 1912 and stressed
the need to prioritize such
incidents moving forward.
He pointed out that some
buildings were constructed
without considering potential
earthquake risks, leading to
preventable deaths, injuries,
and losses in the recent dis-
aster. As of 8:00 AM today,

official statistics reported
2,719 deaths, 4,521 injuries,
and 441 missing persons
due to the earthquake, with
rescue operations continu-
ing relentlessly. During his
visits to the affected areas, he
observed that the earthquake
posed a significant challenge
from an engineering perspec-
tive, underscoring the need
for systematic planning and
construction to withstand
such disasters. Earlier that
morning, he inspected the
Maravijaya Buddha Statue
and found no tilting, sinking,
or cracking in its structure
or pedestal, with only minor
damage to other religious
buildings. He attributed this
resilience to meticulous plan-

ning, modern technology, and
designs that account for earth-
quakes, strong winds, and
other natural hazards from the
outset of construction.

The Senior General out-
lined the next steps, stating
that initial efforts would focus
on clearing debris, followed
by restoring transportation
routes to their pre-earthquake
state as quickly as possible.
The third phase would in-
volve removing hazardous,
partially collapsed structures,

paving the way for rehabilita-
* tion and reconstruction. He

emphasized that the govern-
ment would work tirelessly
to rebuild damaged roads,
bridges, and state-owned
buildings, ensuring a robust
Tecovery process.

Then, at 12:51:02, the
Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing and party, well-wish-
ers, donors and attendees
stood in silence with their
heads bowed for one minute
together with the people from
the entire country as the Na-
tional Mourning Activity.

Afterward, the Senior
General said it is necessary
to pay compensations for
damaged buildings which
are insured at some insur-
ance companies and to permit
demolitions for them. The

government will help victims
as much as possible and fulfill
the needs of private construc-
tion firms. I inspected the
Hluttaw buildings damaged
by the earthquake before
attending the meeting and
major repairs will have to be
carried out as the buildings
were severely damaged.

As the country was se-
verely hit by the earthquake,
concerted efforts must be
made for economic devel-
opment of the country. En-
trepreneurs are required to
cooperate to boost produc-
tion. Those who can afford
cash are required to help
farmers for agricultural
development.

Similarly, stability is es-
sential for carrying out reha-
bilitation tasks. Only when
stability has been restored,
can more efforts for eco-
nomic development be made.
However, terrorist saboteurs
are carrying out sabotage
to electricity infrastructures
and other sabotage acts. Two
armed groups announced that
they would stop fighting for
two weeks due to the earth-
quake. The Tatamdaw never
attacked any ethnic armed
organization first but it re-
sponded when it came under
attack. We have welcomed

and opened the door for nego-
tiations with all EAOs to im-
plement peace pragmatically.
To enable people of all na-
tional races to enjoy the taste
of peace and development, it
is necessary to discuss issues
honestly and transparently.
EAOQOs are required to genu-
inely comply with the peace
process. As terrorists have
chosen acts of terrorism to
solve problems caused by
political issues, we will have
to respond in accordance with
our policies. It was learnt that
some EAOs, although they
have not launched attacks,
are regrouping and training
their troops. As this amounts
to offensives, the Tatmadaw
will take necessary defence
measures.

In short, I would like to
express thanks to all well-
wishers, donors, ministries
and organizations who came
here to donate cash and kind
for relief and rehabilitation
operations with full sympathy
towards the victims. I pray
that enterprises can partici-
pate in nation-building tasks
more extensively.

Then, the Senior Gen-
eral accepted cash donations
for relief and rehabilitation
operations in earthquake-hit
areas from well-wishers and

donors and gave certificates
of honour to them.

Afterward, well-wishers,
donors, ministries and or-
ganizations presented cash
donations to the Vice-Senior
General, SAC Joint Secretary
General Ye Win Oo, SAC
Members General Mya Tun
0o, Admiral Tin Aung San,
General Nyo Saw, Lt-Gen
Yar Pyae, U Wunna Maung
Lwin, General Maung Maung
Aye, Porel Aung Thein, Manh
Nyein Maung, Dr Hmu Htan,
Dr Ba Shwe and Khun San
Lwin, Chief of General Staff
(Army, Navy, Air) General
Kyaw Swar Lin, Command-
er-in-Chief (Navy) Admiral
Htein Win, and Commander-
in-Chief (Air) General Tun
Aung, who gave certificates
of honour to donors.

After the ceremony, the
Senior General and party cor-
dially greeted the well-wish-
ers and donors and hosted a
tea reception for them.

To carry out relief and
rehabilitation operations for
earthquake-hit areas, well-
wishers donated MMK
104.44 billion in cash and
goods worth MMK 12.4 bil-
lion, totalling MMK 116.84
billion at today's ceremony
in Nay Pyi Taw.
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Leaders and Heads of State and religious associa-
tions from seven countries sent messages of condolences
to Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing expressing deep
condolences over damage, a large number of loss of lives
and injuries after a poweful earthquake which struck on
28 March 2025.

President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mir-
ziyoyev, President of the Republic of Tajikistan Emomali
Rahmon, Prime Minister of Nepal KP Sharma Oli, Prime
Minister of Thailand Pactongtam Shinawatra, Chief
Advisor of the Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh Muhammad Yunus, Chief Executive of Ma-
cau Special Administrative Region Mr Sam Hou Fai of

World leaders, religious leaders continue extension of
condolences to SAC Chair PM Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
Over loss and damage in powerful earthquake in Myanmar

the People’s Republic of China and General Secretary of
Sri Lanka Aparapura Maha Sangha Sabha Most Vener-
able Balapitiye Siriseewali Nayake Thera sent message
of condolences to Chairman of the State Administration
Council Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hla-
ing, respectively.

These messages stated that they are deeply saddened
to learn from reports that Myanmar has suffered a severe
earthquake, resulting in significant loss of lives, homes,
and property. Their heartfelt sympathies go out to those
affected by this disaster. They extend their deepest con-
dolences to the victims and their families and wish for the
full recovery of those who have been injured. They believe
that the resilience and strength of the people of Myanmar
will help them emerge even stronger from this hardship.

They express their solidarity with the government of
Myanmar and the people affected by the earthquake. They
trust that the people of Myanmar will find the strength and
determination to rebuild their nation. During this challeng-
ing time, they stand together with the families who have
lost their loved ones. After the disaster, they are ready to
provide all possible assistance for Myanmar’s relief and
reconstruction efforts. In this moment of deep sorrow,
they have reflected on the impermanence of all things
with profound insight and have performed meritorious
deeds for the benefit of all those affected in Myanmar.
The noble bond between nations continues to strengthen
mutual understanding, compassion, wisdom, and unity,
offering support in times of grief.

100

His Excellency Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
Chairman of the State Administration Council and
Prime Minister
Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Your Excellency,

It is with deep sorrow and a heavy heart that I extend my condolences to your and
the people of Myanmar following the devastating earthquake that struck your country
on 28 March. The loss of so many lives is a tragedy that has touched us all, and I want
to express my most heartfelt sympathy to the families and communities affected.

As neighbours who share not only geographical borders but also a ricj and inter-
twine history, the bond between Myanmar and Bangladesh runs deep. In this moment
of sorrow, we stand united in our grief and offer our unwavering support. Please know
that the people of Bangladesh share in your pain, and we are ready to assist in any way
possible as you work to heal and rebuild in the wake of this disaster.

My thoughts are with the injured, the families of the victims, and all those whose
lives have been disrupted. We take solace in the strength and resilience of your nation,
and we trust that your people will find the courage to recover and rebuild, as they have
done in the past.

With deepest sympathy,

Professor Muhammad Yunus

Chief Advisor

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
30 March 2025

HE Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
Chairman of the State Administration Council and Prime
Minister of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Nay Pyi Taw

Excellency,

I am deeply saddened by the devastating earthquake in Myanmar causing loss of
lives, and tremendous damage of properties. I, on behalf of the Government of and
the people of Nepal, would like to express my deepest sympathies and condolences to
Your Excellency and through your to the Government and people of Myanmar who
have been affected by the earthquake.

I am confident that the Government and the people of Myanmar will overcome the
tragedy at the earliest. The Government and people of Nepal stand in solidarity with
the Government and people of Myanmar at this difficult hour.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

KP Sharma Oli
Prime Minister
Kathmandu, Nepal
28 March 2025

His Excellency
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
Prime Minister of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Nay Pyi Taw

We were deeply saddened to learn of the devastating earthquake that struck the
friendly country of Myanmar, resulting in the tragic loss of lives, numerous injuries,
and extensive damage to infrastructure.

In light of the tragic outcome this natural disaster, [ extend my heartfelt condolences
to Your Excellency, to the bereaved families, and to the entire people of Myanmar, and
a full recovery to all those affected.

With the expression of deepest sympathy and regret,

Emomali Rahmon

President of the Republic of Tajikistan
Dushanbe

29 March 2025

Excellency,

I'am deeply saddened to learn of the devastating earthquake that has affected several
regions of Myanmar.

On behalf of the Royal Thai Government and the people of the Kingdom of Thailand,
I extend my heartfelt condolences to you and, through you, to the bereaved families
and all those impacted by this tragedy.

In this time of great hardship, I wish to reaffirm Thailand’s unwavering support
for Myanmar’s disaster relief efforts and the rebuilding of affected communities. I
have every confidence that, with the resilience and strength of the Myanmar people,
Myanmar will overcome this tragedy and emerge even stronger.

Please accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Paetongtam Shinawatra
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand

His Excellency Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,
Chairman of the State Administration Council and
Prime Minister
Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Nay Pyi Taw

Excellency,

With profound sadness (sanvega), the Sri Lanka Aparapura Maha Sangha Sabha
extends its deepest condolences to the people of Myanmar, who have suffered immense
loss due to the devastating earthquake. Our thoughts and blessings are with the bereaved
families, the injured, and all those affected by this tragic disaster.

Sri Lanka and Myanmar share a historic and unbreakable bond rooted in Buddhist
heritage and countries-old cultural ties. In the 15th century, Burmese monks travelled to
Sri Lanka to receive higher ordination under the guidance of Sri Lankan Maha Theras
during the Kotte era. More than 223 years ago, Sri Lankan monks journeyed to Myan-
mar, received higher ordination in Amarapura, Mandalay, and subsequently established
our Amarapura monastic tradition in Sri Lanka, which continues to flourish to this day.

At this moment of sorrow, we have meditated upon this disaster in deep Vipassana,
reflecting on the impermanence (Anicca) of all conditioned phenomena. We have dedi-
cated merits for the well-being of all those affected in Myanmar. From the media, we
became aware of the destruction of temples in Myanmar. This is a practical example
of the impermanence of the world.

This sacred connection between our nations has fostered mutual spiritual enrich-
ment, reinforcing the shared values of compassion, wisdom, and solidarity. During
this difficult time, we stand in unwavering support of all the victims in Myanmar. We
encourage all to seek solace in the timeless teachings of the Dhamma, drawing strength
from the profound wisdom of the Buddha to navigate this sorrowful moment.

The Sri Lanka Aparapura Maha Sangha Sabha is committed to extending assistance
to those affected, further strengthening the historic relationship between our two nations.

Most Venerable Balapitiye Siriseewali Nayake Thera
General Secretary
Sri Lanka Aparapura Maha Sangha Sabha

See Page 15
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Excellency,

Myanmar.

His Excellency
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
Prime Minister of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar
Nay Pyi Taw

We are deeply saddened to learn of the tragic loss of lives and
severe injuries caused by the powerful earthquake that occurred in

In this difficult time, we extend our deepest condolences and
concerns to the people of Myanmar, our close and friendly brethren.
We would like to express our solidarity and sympathy with the
loved ones and families of those affected by the earthquake. We sin-
cerely wish for the swift and full recovery of the injured.
With the expression of deepest sympathy and regret,
Shavkat Mirziyoyev

Republic of Uzbekistan

President

Excellency,
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,

Chief Executive of Macau Special Administrative Region

We are deeply saddened to learn about the loss of lives, injuries, destruction of property, and damage
to essential infrastructure caused by the severe earthquake in Myanmar. On behalf of the Macau Special
Administrative Region Government and its people, we extend our heartfelt condolences and support to
those affected by the earthquake, including the injured and the families of the deceased. We also express
our utmost respect to the rescue workers who are making tireless efforts in the relief operations.

The friendship between Myanmar and the Macau region remains strong and deep, with close mutual
interactions between the people. During this challenging time, the people of Macau stand in solidarity
with the families of the deceased and those affected. We would like to reiterate our deep concern and
shared sympathy for the victims of the devastating earthquake, natural disasters, and the ongoing rescue
efforts. After the disaster has passed, we are ready to provide any possible assistance in Myanmar’s
rescue and reconstruction efforts.

I wish for a speedy recovery for those affected and injured by this disaster. During this difficult time,
I stand with the people of Myanmar. May the people of Myanmar have the strength to face the challeng-
ing tasks of recovery and rebuilding.

I respectfully express my continuous love and esteem for you.

Mr Sam Hou Fai

Sagaing District completes cultivation of
more than 1,000 acres of summer sesame

Sagaing April 1

According to records
from the Sagaing District
Department of Agriculture,
a total of 1,646 acres of
summer sesame have been
planted in Sagaing District
during this year’s summer
crop cultivation season.

Sagaing District had
planned to cultivate 4,455
acres of summer sesame this
year, starting from March.

As of today, 42 acres have
been planted in Sagaing
Township, 99 acres in Min-
gin Township, and 1,505
acres in Monywa Township,
making a total of 1,646
acres.

“The district has planned
to cultivate over 4,000 acres
of summer sesame this year,
and so far, over 1,600 acres
have been planted. Efforts
are being made to ensure

that the target acreage is
met. We are working on ex-
panding sesame cultivation,
improving yield, and en-
couraging farmers to adopt
GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices) methods,” said
Daw Thidar Lwin, Head of
the Sagaing District Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

For the 2024-2025 sum-
mer crop season, Sagaing
District authorities ear-

marked 198 acres of sesame
in Sagaing Township, 145
acres in Mingin Township,

and 4,112 acres in Monywa

Township, totaling 4,455
acres.

This year, the respec-
tive township agricultural
departments are providing

s knowledge and support to

farmers to expand sesame
cultivation, adopt better
farming techniques, imple-
ment GAP standards, use

{ high-quality and pure seeds,

and cultivate high-yielding
varieties.

Crops grown under the
GAP system have advan-
tages over those cultivated
using conventional methods,
including better quality,
higher market prices, and
the potential for export sales
in addition to the domestic
market. As a result, farm-
ers adopting GAP methods
can achieve better financial
stability and improve their
socio-economic conditions.
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and robbing.

general public.

RubliciNotice

forEliminationfofi
Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH?”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

EU chief vows strong retaliation if
U.S. tariffs escalate

Brussels April 1

The European Union
(EU) has a strong plan in
place to retaliate against
U.S. tariffs and will not hesi-
tate to act if necessary, Euro-
pean Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen said
on Tuesday.

Addressing the European
Parliament in Strasbourg,
von der Leyen said the EU
"did not start this confron-

tation" but stood ready to
defend its people and pros-
perity.

"We do not necessarily
want to retaliate. But if it is
necessary, we have a strong
plan to retaliate, and we will
use it," she said.

Her comments follow the
Trump administration's deci-
sion to impose a 25-percent
tariff on steel, aluminum,
cars and car parts. Von der

Leyen warned that further
duties could target semi-
conductors, pharmaceuticals
and timber, with a new round
of reciprocal tariffs poten-
tially announced as early as
Wednesday.

She criticized the
U.S. move as counterpro-
ductive, saying it would
harm both European in-
dustries and American
consumers.

"Tariffs are taxes that
will be paid by the peo-
ple,"
adding that American con-

von der Leyen said,

sumers will pay for the
tariffs on groceries and
medication.

While reiterating the
EU's openness to dialogue,
von der Leyen stressed that
Brussels would not bow to
pressure.

Xinhua

S. Korea's constitutional
court to decide whether
to impeach president
Yoon on April 4

Seoul April 1

South Korea's consti-
tutional court will decide
whether to impeach President
Yoon Suk-yeol on April 4, the
court said Tuesday.

The ruling on Yoon will
be delivered at 11:00 a.m.
local time (0200 GMT) on
Friday and it will be broad-
cast live, the court said in a
statement.

The police will issue the
highest level of emergency
order to deploy about 20,000
riot policemen of 338 units
across the country for ex-

pected protests and crowd
control on Friday.

Of the total, about 14,000
riot policemen will be de-
ployed in Seoul, where the
constitutional court is located.

On that day, detectives
will be placed inside the
court, and if protesters break
into the court, they will be
caught red-handed.

Police commandos as
well as paramedics and am-
bulances will also be on
standby around the court to
prepare for emergencies.

Xinhua
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