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Chairman of National Water Resources Committee
Chairman of State Administration Council

Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
addresses World Water Day 2025

Ji'lll'l-l"

Nay Pyi Taw March 22

World Water Day 2025
was observed at MICC-II
here this morning, addressed
by Chairman of National
Water Resources Commit-
tee Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing.

Present were Joint SAC
Secretary General Ye Win
0o, SAC members, union
ministers, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council chair, senior mili-
tary officers from the Office
of the Commander-in-Chief,
the Nay Pyi Taw Command
commander, deputy minis-
ters, officials of ministries,
invited guests and other
officials. Region/state chief
ministers attended the cer-
emony through video con-
ferencing.

In his keynote address,
the Senior General said
water is a crucial natural
resource for life, and in ad-
dition, it is the basic require-
ment for business including
agriculture and for survival.
Safe and clean water benefits
the environment, apart from
supporting human health. In
this regard, clean and safe
water is a constant requisite
for the health and fitness of
every person.

Global awareness of the
importance of clean water,
encouragement for sustain-
able water resources man-

d f_,-" “” Q‘

Senm,r Gen eral Min ~ung Hla=l.1g adgﬁesse‘g the celebration of Wo

agement, awareness of the
fact that a significant por-
tion and number of global
populations are living in
the regions where cleans
water is not available and
are facing water scarcity,
impetus for solving the wa-
ter scarcity problem, and
implementation of the point
6 of the sustainable develop-
ment goals for 2020 of UN
—clean water and sanitation
for all — with extra impetus:
are the goals of designating
the 22nd March as the World
Water Day, which is being
celebrated since 1993.

Annually, themes are
set on the issues that need
special attention and “The
Glacier Preservation” is this
year’s theme.

Salt water represents
97.5% of the total volume
of global water mass and
only the remaining 2.5% is
freshwater. But 68.7% of
freshwater is in the form of
ice in the polar glaciers and
on the snow-capped moun-
tains. The role of glaciers
is of vital importance for
global freshwater resources.
Besides, they are also the
main resources for drinking
water, irrigation and energy
generation for millions of
global peoples.

However, 91% of gla-
ciers are in Antarctica and
8% of them in Greenland.

Himalayas and Andes hold

the remaining 1%.

Studies indicate that be-
tween 2000 and 2019, gla-
ciers lost an estimated 267
billion tons of ice annually,
accounting for 21 percent
of the observed rise in sea
levels.

Over the past 40 years,
glaciers in the Himalayas
have been melting at an ac-
celerated pace, with a signif-
icant decline in ice volume
in recent years. Experts es-
timate that if global tempera-
tures increase by 2 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial
era levels, more than half of
the world’s glaciers could
vanish by 2100. The United
Nations has designated 2025
as the International Year of
Glaciers. Beginning in 2025,
March 21st will be recog-
nized annually as "World
Day for Glaciers." This has
raised global awareness
of the crucial role glaciers
play in climate regulation,
hydrological cycles, and
their economic, social, and
environmental impacts.

Although Myanmar does
not have glaciers that are
obvious, the glaciers flow-
ing from the Hkakabo Razi
Mountains and the Tibetan
Plateau, located in the upper
reaches of the Maykha and
Malikha Rivers, which are
the sources of the Ayeyar-
wady River, are of consid-
erable importance. These

glaciers accumulate ice dur-
ing the summer months and
play a key role in partially
replenishing the Ayeyar-
wady River.

Climate change and ris-
ing temperatures are acceler-
ating the melting of glaciers
and decreasing their mass.
Studies have shown that
glaciers in the upper Ay-
eyarwady River are receding
more rapidly than other gla-
ciers in the Himalayas due
to their smaller volume and
area. It is also estimated that
the average temperature in
Kachin State will increase by
2.5 degrees Celsius by 2100.
This situation indicates that
the glaciers in the upper
reaches of the Ayeyarwady
River could disappear entire-
ly. Therefore, I would like to
remind you that the future of
our country's freshwater re-
sources is being threatened.

Hydrological data are
still needed to accurately
study the effects of gla-
ciers on the flow of the
Ayeyarwady River in Myan-
mar. Therefore, monitoring
changes in glaciers and sys-
tematically collecting data
on climate change are crucial
for the effective management
of future water resources.

As is widely recognized,
the 2024 rainy season in My-
anmar saw severe flooding
in several regions, including
Nay Pyi Taw Union Terri-

tory, Kachin State (Myit-
kyina), Mandalay Region,
Yangon Region, Shan State,
and Ayeyarwady Region, all
as a result of climate change.

Water management must
prioritize sustainability, ad-

hering to the principles of

Integrated Water Resources
Management (IWRM) as
advocated by the United
Nations.

In our country, the "Na-
tional Water Resources
Committee" was established
on July 25, 2013, to address
water-related issues, miti-
gate natural disaster risks,
and oversee the systematic
management of water re-
sources across the country.
He stated that after the State
Administrative Council as-

| sumed duty, the "National

Water Resources Commit-
tee" was reorganized on
December 12, 2022, with

- him serving as the chairman.

The "National Water Re-
sources Committee" is fo-
cused on fully implementing
a comprehensive water re-
sources management system
in Myanmar and effectively
utilizing the country's water
resources. The committee
is overseeing water-related
project activities and the
implementation of national

water policy, coordinating

i ministries and organizations,

and organizing World Water
Day events while promot-
ing water-related aware-
ness-raising and research
activities.
Moreover, a water-
resource study team was

formed on 7 March, 2022 to

carry out research on volume
of water resources including
measuring the flow rate of
water from the sources to the
river mouths of the Ayeyar-
wady, Chindwin, Sittaung
and Thanlwin rivers and con-
ditions of navigation routes.
The team is implementing its
tasks and reporting progress
of work on water resources
research to the union gov-
ernment. Currently, limits
for navigation are increasing
along the Ayeyarwady and
See Page 13
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Chindwin river due to man-made
silt. Therefore, maintenance of
river systems has become impor-
tant and requires immediate solu-
tions. Regional governments and
authorities are required to monitor
activities that damage the environ-
ment along major rivers and small
rivers and creeks that flow into
them. As these rivers are essential
for transportation, it is necessary to
measures to dredge them urgently,
to utilize fresh water from the
Himalaya in the agriculture sec-
tor, to navigate along rivers in any
season, to generate hydro-power,
to green both sides of rivers and

creeks and related areas and to

build low-head dams in designated
areas as soon as possible.

Water management is very
important for future water se-
curity and in addition to raising
awareness about sustainable water
management practices to all, new
techniques such as innovating
new technologies and developing
proper water utilization practices
must be adopted.

In accordance with the theme
of this year's World Water Day
: Glacier Preservation, I would
like to urge relevant departments
and organization to cooperate for
sustainable enrichment of water

resources in the country, reduction
of water-related natural disasters
and preservation of water resource
by utilizing advanced technology
and public cooperation and to
take measures to preserve current
fresh water resources prudently.
Universities and research centres
are also urged to continue to carry
out research on the progress of
the water sector and awareness-
raising campaigns, to exert efforts
for the progress of water sector for
future water security of the country
through water management tech-
nologies and to participate in any
possible role in the preservation
of existing ice mountains and gla-

ciers that can support fresh water
resources of the country. I would
also like to urge the entire people
to cooperate in water management
sectors for the sustainable and
beneficial use of water resources
for existing and new generations.

Then, the Senior General pre-
sented prizes of winners of the
first, second and third prizes at the
professional level article competi-
tion commemorating Global Water
Day- 2025.

Afterward, vice chairman of
the National Water Resources
Committee Deputy Prime Minister
Union Minister for Transport and
Communication General Mya Tun

Oo presented prizes to winners of
amateur level article competition
marking the Global Water Day-
2025.

Then, the Senior General and
attendees watched the documen-
tary video marking Global Water
Day - 2025.

Afterward, the Senior Gen-
eral posed for documentary photo-
graphs together with the attendees
and greeted them cordially.

Then, the Senior General and
attendees viewed around photogra-
phy booths marking Global Water
Day-2025 conducted by responsi-
ble officials.

100

Yemen's Houthis claim
ballistic missile attack at

central Israel

London Heathrow Airport
resumes full operations after
power outage caused by fire

Sanaa March 22

Yemen's Houthi group
said on Saturday it had
launched a ballistic missile
attack on Israel's Ben Gurion
Airport, an assault the Israeli
military said was intercepted
late on Friday.

"In support of the Pal-
estinian people, we targeted
Ben Gurion Airport using a
hypersonic ballistic missile," a
Houthi military spokesperson
said in a statement broadcast
by the group's al-Masirah TV.

The spokesperson de-
scribed the attack as the third
operation against Israel in 48
hours and warned airlines that

the airport was now unsafe.
"It will remain so until the
aggression against Gaza stops
and the blockade is lifted,"
he said.

The Houthis also said they
had carried out a sixth attack
on U.S. naval forces in the
northern Red Sea since March
15, launching several drones
at warships escorting the USS
Harry S. Truman.

"Over the past few hours,
the American enemy launched
several air raids on multiple
provinces in a failed attempt
to stop us from supporting the
oppressed Palestinian people
in Gaza," the spokesperson

said. There were no reports
of casualties.

The Houthis, who control
much of northern Yemen,
including the capital Sanaa,
have been fighting against
the internationally-recognized
government since 2014.

Tensions between the
Houthis and the U.S. mili-
tary have escalated since
Washington launched fresh
airstrikes on Yemen on March
15. The strikes followed
Houthi threats to resume at-
tacks on Israeli targets unless
humanitarian aid is allowed
into Gaza.

Xinhua

London March 22

London Heathrow Air-
port said on Saturday that
flights have resumed after
the power outage and the
airport is now "fully opera-
tional."

"We can confirm that
Heathrow is open and fully
operational today. Teams
across the airport continue
to do everything they can to
support passengers impacted
by yesterday's outage at an
off-airport power substa-
tion," the airport said in a
statement.

It said hundreds of addi-
tional staff have been drafted

in to help clear the backlog
of flights.

"We have added flights
to today's schedule to fa-
cilitate an extra 10,000 pas-
sengers travelling through
the airport," it added, while
suggesting passengers check
with their airline for the lat-
est information regarding
their flight.

The airport's chief ex-
ecutive Thomas Woldbye
said he doesn't expect "ma-
jor amounts" of delays and
cancellations on Saturday,
but airlines will have to deal
with the passengers who
were stranded as a result of

disruption since the power
outage.

Woldbye told the BBC
that he is "sincerely sorry"
for inconvenience to pas-
sengers but defended the
airport's decision for closure,
saying that the power substa-
tion is not part of Heathrow's
infrastructure.

"We were handling the
consequences of that fail-
ure," he said.

The closure of Heathrow,
one of the world's busiest
airports, is estimated to have
disrupted the travel plans of
200,000 people, The Guard-

ian reported. Xinhua

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

RubliciNoticeforElimination otéViolence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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LANN PYI MARINE
COMPANY LIMITED

(X

Inland Container Depot

Warehouse Service

Customs Freight Station Service
Trucking Service

Logistic Service

Multi-modal Transportation Services

® No. 55/61, Strand Road , B
Tel. 01 8372879, 8373013
Email. lannpyi.hg@ipm-myanmar.com, lannpyiicd@ipm-myanmar.com




