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Vice Chairman of State Administration Council
Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-
in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior General Soe Win visits patients
receiving treatment at military hospital in Aungban Town

=
E. r‘ls‘nf..' @ --l'S"\'. A n T ——— '
ice;SeniorGeneral SoeWinlviews medicalfrecords o afpatien t'eg

‘Daw Than Than/Nwe p'rtovides' Rash assistance for

Nay Pyi Taw March 19

Vice Chairman of the
State Administration Council
Deputy Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services Com-
mander-in-Chief (Army)
Vice-Senior General Soe
Win, accompanied by Shan
State Chief Minister U Aung

Aung, senior military offic-
ers from the Office of the
Commander-in-Chief, the
Commander of the East-
ern Command, and other
responsible officials, vis-
ited and delivered words of
encouragement to officers,
soldiers, and members of the

a patient.

People's Militia (Local) who
are receiving treatment at the
military hospital in Aungban
Town, Shan State (South),
this morning.

First, the Vice-Senior
General and party arrived at
the local military hospital in
Aungban Town, where they

Vice-Senior General{Soe}

were welcomed and greeted
by the hospital commandant,
military medical officers, and
responsible officials.
Subsequently, the com-
mandant briefed the Vice-
Senior General on the current
healthcare services provided
to officers, soldiers, members
of the People's Militia (Lo-
cal), and local civilians, as
well as other necessary re-
quirements, in the hospital's
conference hall. The Vice-
Senior General provided

guidance and addressed the

necessary needs.

Following this, the Vice-
Senior General and his en-
tourage individually inquired
about the health conditions
of the officers, soldiers, and
members of the People's Mi-
litia (Local) who were injured
while performing national
defence and security duties
and are now receiving treat-
ment at the hospital. They
offered words of encourage-
ment and provided food.

| el

]

"

Similarly, the wife of
the Vice-Senior General,
Daw Than Than Nwe, and
her entourage visited the
women and children's ward,
where they met with patients
receiving treatment, offered
words of encouragement, and
distributed food.

Later, the Vice-Senior
General presented gifts and
cash rewards to the health-
care staff serving at the hos-
pital, which were received by
the responsible officials. 100

Letter from Mideast: Fallujah's hidden wounds -- uncovering
lingering legacy of depleted uranium

Baghdad March 19

At first glance, the sun-
baked city of Fallujah hums
with the rhythms of ordinary
life. Vendors barter in bustling
markets, children chase soccer
balls down dusty alleys, and

the sluggish breeze from the
Euphrates offers fleeting relief
from the desert heat.

Yet, beneath this veneer
of normalcy, the city located
50 km west of Baghdad bears
scars that extend beyond its

bullet-pocked walls and skel-
etal ruins.

"The wounds of this city
aren't the ones you see," said
Hassan, a local journalist
who guided me through its
labyrinthine streets. "They're

buried in the earth -- and in
us." Speaking under an alias
for fear of reprisal, he points
to the quiet crisis gripping Fal-
lujah: a surge in birth defects,
cancers and rare illnesses that
many residents and medical

professionals attribute to the
U.S. military's use of depleted
uranium (DU) munitions dur-
ing the 2004 offensive.

More than two decades
after U.S. forces waged one
of the Iraq War's most dev-

astating battles here, markets
and mosques have been re-
built. Yet, beneath the surface
of reconstruction, the long-
term consequences of war
persist.

Xinhua
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Merchants send 74,000 bags of

Manawthukha rice to Yangon

T

Kyaiklat March 19

Daw Ei Ei Moe, a rice
and paddy trading business
owner in Kyaiklat Township
of Ayeyawady Region, said
that up to 74,000 sacks of
24-basket Manawthukha rice

were sent to the Yangon mar-
ket from Kyaiklat Township
in February.

In comparison, only
55,000 sacks of the same rice
variety were supplied to Yan-
gon in January. In February,

the volume of rice increased
to 74,000 sacks. This type of
rice falls under the category
of non-premium rice.

"Over the past month,
we have sold a significant
amount of Manawthukha

market

rice to the Yangon market.
Kyaiklat Township is one of
the largest suppliers of agri-
cultural products from Ay-
eyawady Region to Yangon.
There is still strong demand
for Manawthukha rice in the
Yangon market this month,
with ongoing purchase ar-
rangements. Compared to
other rice varieties, the trade
volume of this type has in-
creased over the past month.
We mainly transport and sell
the rice via land routes," said
Daw Ei Ei Moe.

During the past month, the

| price of a 24-basket sack of

Manawthukha rice transport-
ed from Kyaiklat to Yangon
fetched K92,500 per bag. Due
to the strong trade activity,
farmers, traders, transport
workers, and truck rental busi-
nesses have benefited from
increased job opportunities.
Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Farmers in Wetlet Township harvest
more than 4,000 acres of sunflower

Wetlet March 19

Statistics of Wetlet
Township Department of
Agriculture stated that the
sunflower crops planted
during the winter growing
season have been fully har-
vested, covering a total of
4,440 acres in Wetlet Town-
ship of Shwebo District,
Sagaing Region.

During the winter grow-
ing season, sunflower crops
were cultivated on 4,440
acres in Wetlet Township.
The harvesting process be-
gan in January this year,
and as of today, 100 per
cent of the cultivated area
has been harvested, yielding
an average of 27.89 baskets

per acre.

Daw Kyin San, the head
of the Wetlet Township De-
partment of Agriculture, dis-
closed: “The total sunflower
cultivation area in Wetlet
Township during the winter
growing season reached
4,440 acres. At present, the
entire cultivated area has
been fully harvested. The

cultivated area exceeded

initial projections. Sunflow-
ers are being promoted to

reduce the import of palm :
oil from foreign countries, as '«

sunflowers produce more oil
per acre compared to other

oil crops like peanuts and &

sesame. Farmers prioritize

sunflower cultivation in the §

winter rather than the mon-
soon season.”

To expand sunflower
cultivation in Wetlet Town-
ship, the Department of
Agriculture raised farmer
awareness for enhancement
of capacity of local farmers
and agricultural staff so as to
grow sunflower successfully.

Moreover, efforts have
been made to support sun-
flower farmers by providing
quality seeds, selling ferti-
lizers at affordable prices,
and distributing newly de-
veloped sunflower varieties
through a farmer-to-farmer
exchange system.

206

and robbing.

general public.

Rublic:Notice

forEliminationtofi
Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,

the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH?”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

More than 6,000 acres of peanut
harvested in Katha Township

Katha March 19

According to statistics
from the Katha Township
Agriculture Department, a
total 0of 6,720 acres of peanuts
cultivated during the winter
crop season have been har-
vested in Katha Township,
Sagaing Region.

In Katha Township, a total
of 31,884 acres of peanuts
were cultivated during the
winter crop season. The har-

vesting of these peanut plan-
tations began in January this
year, and as of today, 6,720
acres have been completely
harvested, yielding an average
of 62.95 baskets per acre.

U Ko Lay, the head of the
Katha Township Agriculture
Department, said: “The total
peanut cultivation in Katha
Township during this winter
crop season reached 31,884
acres, and all the cultivated

fields have now been fully
harvested. The cultivated acre-
age exceeded expectations,
and as an oil crop, it has been
successful. Peanut farming in
the township has been steadily
improving year by year.”

In Katha Township, peanut
cultivation requires approxi-
mately 1.5 baskets of seeds per
acre. The total cost, including
seed expenses, labor wages,
fertilizers, and pesticides, ex-

ceeds K200,000 per acre. On
average, each acre yields over
50 baskets of peanuts.

To ensure successful
peanut cultivation in Ka-
tha Township, prevent pest
infestations, and keep the
fields free of weeds, staff
from the Township Agricul-
ture Department have been
conducting field inspections
and keeping monitoring

records. 206

More than 9,000
acres of sunflower
planted in Mingin

Township

Mingin March 19
According to records
from the Agriculture Depart-
ment of Mingin Township of
Sagaing Region, a total of
9,349 acres of sunflowers
planted during the winter

| | crop season have already

been harvested.

In Mingin Township,
a total of 16,337 acres of
sunflowers were cultivated
during the winter crop sea-
son. The harvesting of these
sunflower fields began in
January of this year, and as
of today, 9,349 acres have
been harvested. The yield
per acre is reported to be
30.07 baskets.

"The total area of sun-
flower cultivation in Mingin
Township during the winter
crop season reached 16,337
acres. At present, the har-
vesting process is ongoing,
with 9,349 acres already
harvested. To reduce reli-
ance on imported palm oil,
efforts are being made to
expand sunflower cultivation
as an alternative oil crop.

Sunflowers produce more oil
per acre compared to other
oilseeds such as peanuts
and sesame. That is why
sunflower cultivation mainly
takes place during the winter
season," said Daw Hayman
Kyaw Win, the head of the
Mingin Township Agricul-
ture Department.

To promote the expan-
sion of sunflower cultiva-
tion in Mingin Township,
the Agriculture Department
has conducted training pro-
grammes for farmers. These
programmes aim to enhance
the skills and capabilities of
both agricultural staff and
sunflower growers.

Moreover, support meas-
ures have been implemented
for farmers, including the
provision of quality seeds,
the sale of fertilizers at af-
fordable prices, and the es-
tablishment of a seed ex-
change system that allows
farmers to share and dis-
tribute sunflower varieties
among themselves.

206
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