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Farmers from Yekyi Township supply
of banana to

'l'

A large number of Phe-
egyan and Rakhine strains
of bananas was successfully
supplied to the Yangon mar-
ket in February, said Daw
Htay Htay, the banana trad-
ing in Yegyi Township of
Ayeyawady Region.

Bananas from Yekyi
Township continue to be sup-
plied to the Yangon market.
In January, approximately
450,000 bunches of Phe-
egyan and Rakhine bananas
were sent to Yangon market.
In February 2025, the volume
increased to around 580,000

bunches of bananas.

"In the past month, the
export of these two types
of bananas to Yangon has
significantly increased due
to high domestic demand.
A large quantity of bananas,
both bunches and fingers, has
been transported and sold.

market

Currently, banana prices have
slightly decreased. Since

# prices fluctuate, farmers are

planning to expand their
banana cultivation during the

~ winter cropping season. At

present, the banana trade re-
mains stable, with a balanced
flow of supply and demand,"
Daw Htay Htay explained.
The market prices for
bananas sold from Yekyi
Township to Yangon were re-

: i ported as follows: Pheegyan

bananas fetched K135,000
per 100 fingers, while Ra-
khine bananas were priced
at K105,000 per 100 fingers.
Farmers in the region culti-
vate bananas both in open
fields and home gardens,
focusing primarily on Phe-
egyan and Rakhine banana
varieties. Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Farmers finish harvest of more than 3,000
acres of lima bean in Pwintbyu Township

Pwintbyu March 17

According to the Pwin-
tbyu Township Department
of Agriculture, a total of
3,042 acres of winter lima
bean planted during the win-
ter cultivation season, have
been harvested in Pwintbyu
Township, Magway Region.

In Pwintbyu Township, a
total of 9,706 acres of lima
bean were cultivated during
the winter growing season.
Local farmers began har-
vesting in the fourth week of
January this year, and as of
today, 3,042 acres have been
completely harvested.

"In the winter cropping
season, local farmers planted
9,706 acres of lima bean
were cultivated in Pwintbyu
Township. They have been
harvesting these crops since
January, and as of today,

3,042 acres have been com-
pletely harvested, yielding
24.12 baskets per acre. To
prevent a decline in yield
rates, farmers are being edu-
cated on systematic harvest-
ing methods and proper stor-

age techniques. Due to the -

strong market demand and
favourable prices for pea-
nuts, local farmers engage
in commercial cultivation
during the winter cropping
season," said Daw Moe Moe
Wali, the head of the Pwin-
tbyu Township Department
of Agriculture.

During the winter crop-
ping season, the Pwintbyu
Township Department of
Agriculture has been sup-
porting lima bean farm-
ers to enhance their crop
productivity. This includes
selecting high-quality and

ing protection against pests
and diseases, using ferti-
lizers systematically, and
following proper harvest-
ing techniques in a timely
manner.

It is noted that if sown
acreage of lima bean culti-
vation is expanded annually
with good yield outcomes,
it will not only ensure local

food security but also create

i L

surplus for sale, contribut-
ing to the socioeconomic
development of farmers.
Therefore, officials encour-
age farmers to expand cul-
tivation of lima bean in
different regions, said Daw
Moe Moe Wai, the head
of the Pwintbyu Township
Department of Agriculture.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)

Japan's rice prices
keep rising amid
gov't intervention

Tokyo March 17

The average prices of
rice at supermarkets across
Japan reached 4,077 yen
per 5 kg (about 27.5 U.S.
dollars) in the week ending
March 9, nearly doubling
from the same period last
year amid the government's
move to release reserve
rice, official data showed
Monday.

The latest average price
marked a 125-yen increase
from the previous week, ex-
tending the price hike streak
to 10 consecutive weeks,
according to the Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry, and
Fisheries, which compiles
weekly rice price data from

approximately 1,000 super-
markets nationwide,

This is the first time that
the price has exceeded 4,000
yen since data tracking be-
gan in March 2022.

Meanwhile, total rice
sales volume has declined
by 11.6 percent compared
to the same period last year,
the data showed.

The Japanese govern-
ment completed its first
auction for reserve rice last
week, and the released stock
is expected to reach super-
market shelves later this
month. Attention is now
focused on how the interven-
tion will impact future rice

prices. Xinhua

Danubyu Township supplies Pakhan strain
of paddy to Yangon market in February

Danubyu March 17

A large quantity of Pa-
kan paddy was successfully
shipped to Yangon market
during February, said Daw
Thet Thet, the owner of rice
and paddy trading in Danu-
byu Township.

In January of this year,
only up to 55,000 baskets of
Pakan paddy were sent to the

Yangon market from Danu-
byu Township but 75,000
baskets in February.

"In the past month, a
significant amount of Pa-
kan paddy has been sold
from this region. The Pakan
paddy shipped from Danu-
byu Township to the Yangon
market is of high quality.
Due to strong demand from

buyers in the Yangon market,
the volume of paddy exports
has increased. Currently,
paddy prices are also high.
In the domestic rice and
paddy market, Pakan paddy
is in high demand," said Daw
Thet Thet.

In the past month, the
price of Pakan paddy from
Danubyu Township to the

Yangon market fetched
K1.78 million per 100 bas-
kets. Due to the increased
sales of this paddy strain,
farmers, traders, cargo
workers, and truck rental
business owners in pro-
duction chain have ben-
efited from employment
opportunities.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

World Insights:
Trump's "reciprocal
tariffs' heighten un-

certainty for global
trade, experts warn

New York March 17
Experts warned that U.S.

| President Donald Trump's

proposal for "reciprocal tar-
iffs" is adding uncertainty to
international trade.

On Wednesday, the
Trump administration raised
global steel and aluminum
tariffs to 25 percent and set
an April 2 deadline for im-
plementing reciprocal tariffs
-- matching U.S. tariffs on
foreign goods to the rates
those countries impose on
U.S. products.

This policy quickly
provoked retaliation from
Canada and the EU, prompt-
ing Trump to threaten a 200
percent "counter-counter

Errre
£

mw

1 7600 | 2100
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s

tariff" on alcoholic products
from the EU on Thursday.
These developments,
along with Trump's recent
"on-and-off" tariff policies
toward Mexico and Canada,
are the latest in a series of
tariff measures announced
by Trump under his so-called
"Fair and Reciprocal Plan,"
a presidential memorandum
he signed on Feb. 13 to ad-
dress "longstanding imbal-
ances" in global trade.
Under Trump's proposal,
the United States would es-
tablish different tariff rates
for different countries based
on a comprehensive assess-
ment of their trade openness.
Xinhua
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Kalay District cultivates over 3,000
acres of winter onions
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Kalay March 17
A total of 3,574 acres of
onion has been planted in Ka-
lay District, Sagaing Region
in the winter crops planting
season, according to the sta-
tistics from the Department of

Agriculture for Kalay District.

During the 2024-2025
winter crops planting sea-
son, 3,425 acres of onion
are planned to be planted in
Kalay District. Planting has
started in October 2024, and

3,574 acres have been planted
to date.

“We have been able to
plant more than the target
acres. Onion cultivation can
be expanded. There are also
links to the markets to ensure

good prices for onion,” said
U Aung, head of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for Kalay
District.

In Kalay District, the total
area of onion cultivation by
township is as per following:
2,651 acres in Kalay Town-
ship, 206 acres in Kalewa

Township, and 717 acres in

Mingin Township, totaling
3,574 acres.

It cost around 1.8 million
kyats per acre to plant onions,
and the yield per acre is 5,000
visses.

Onions are grown in Saga-
ing Region, and the townships
with the highest onion pro-
duction are Monywa, Yinma-
bin, ChaungU, Shwebo, and

Myinmu townships. 206

Kanbalu Township completes full-acreage
harvest of monsoon paddy, achieves high
yields and boosts agricultural prospects

Kanbalu March 17

In Kanbalu Township,
Sagaing Region, the mon-
soon crop season has seen
the successful completion of
the full-acreage harvest of
monsoon paddy, according
to records from the Kanbalu
Township Department of
Agriculture.

During the monsoon crop
season in Kanbalu Township,
a total of 150,959 acres of
monsoon paddy were cul-
tivated. The harvesting of
these paddy fields began in
October 2024, and as of to-
day, the full-acreage harvest
has been completed, with an

average yield of 70.05 bas-
kets per acre.

"In Kanbalu Township,
we were able to cultivate up
to 150,959 acres of monsoon
paddy. The harvesting of
these paddy fields has now
been fully completed. The
cultivation of monsoon pad-
dy has exceeded the planned
acreage. We provided the
necessary techniques and
seeds for paddy cultivation
and ensured that farmers
were able to plant their crops
on time through field sup-
port," said U Myo Zaw, the
township officer of the Kan-
balu Township Department

of Agriculture.

To ensure systematic and
obstacle-free paddy cultiva-
tion, the township Depart-
ment of Agriculture collabo-
rated with local farmers.

In Kanbalu Township,
farmers were provided with
agricultural techniques, pest
control knowledge, and
measures to prevent crop
damage. Efforts were also
made to ensure that harvested
paddy was stored under shel-
ter in a timely manner.

To ensure the success
and high yield of the mon-
soon paddy fields in Kan-
balu Township, the township

Department of Agriculture
and its staff conducted field
activities such as selecting
high-quality seeds, moni-
toring for pests, weeding,
removing off-type plants, and
promoting the systematic use
of fertilizers.

If farmers in Kanbalu
Township can achieve the
target yield per acre, it will
not only ensure sufficient do-
mestic consumption but also
boost exports. With balanced
market demand, stable com-
modity prices, and improved
socio-economic conditions,
efforts must be made to

increase crop yields. 206

and robbing.

general public.

Rublic:Notice
for Eliminationfofi

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,

the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist

groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Kyunhla Township finishes reaping all
winter sesame plantations
this winter crop season

Kyunhla March 17

Statistics of Kyunhla
Township Agriculture De-
partment mentioned that
all sown acreage of winter
sesame has been harvested in
Kyunhla Township of Saga-
ing Region.

Local farmers planted
14,036 acres of winter ses-
ame in Kyunhla Township.
They started harvesting of
crops in December last year.

So far, they have harvested all
plantations of winter sesame,
yielding 16.41 baskets per
acre.

Daw Myint Myint Yi,
Head of Kyunhla Township
Agriculture Department,
said: “Farmers planted more
than 14,000 acres of winter
sesame. Now, they have
reaped all sown acreage of
crops. Sown acreage of crop
is on the rise yearly. Farm-

ers prefer to grow sesame in
winter rather than monsoon,”

In Kyunhla Township,
the Township Agriculture
Department has provided
knowledge to sesame farmers
on expanding sesame cultiva-
tion, cultivation techniques,
GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices), growing high-
quality seeds, and cultivating
high-yield varieties.

Crops produced using the

GAP system are of higher
quality, fetch better prices,
and can be marketed not only
domestically but also interna-
tionally compared to crops
grown using other methods.
Due to these benefits, farm-
ers adopting the GAP system
can achieve greater economic
prosperity, leading to im-
provements in their overall
socio-economic conditions.
206

Farmers complete
harvest of monsoon

pigeon pea crops in
Myaung Township

Myaung March 17

Sagaing District Depart-
ment of Agriculture of Sa-
gaing Region stated that all
sown acreage of monsoon
pigeon pea has been har-
vested in Myaung Township.

They planted 9,998 acres
of pigeon pea in Myaung
Township. Starting from De-
cember 2024, they harvested
the crops. So far, they have
reaped all sown acreage of
crops, yielding 14.80 baskets
per acre.

Daw Thida Lwin, Head
of Sagaing District Agricul-
ture Department explained:
“Local farmers planted
9,998 acres of pigeon pea.
Now, they have harvested all
sown acreage of crops. Our

department helped farmers

boost production of crops.
Farmers cultivated crops in
mix-cropped and separate
cropping patterns.”
Officials of the Town-
ship Agriculture Department
raised farmer awareness
to select quality strains of
crops, use correct agricultur-
al techniques, prevent pests
and boost per-acre yield of
crops in Myaung Township.
In order to cut costs for
buying folio fertilizers used
in pigeon pea plantations,
officials of the Township Ag-
riculture Department share
techniques of making urea
fertilizers and pests with
farmers.
206
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- Hanwha Aerospace offers next-
generation air defense systems to
the Middle East at IDEX 2025, De-
fense News Army, February, 2025
- South Korea develops the new K2ME
tank to meet Saudi Arabia and UAE's
future needs, Defense News, Febru-
ary, 2025
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"Everyone communicates few conneet.
What the most effective people do differently."
JOHN C. MAXWELL
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