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Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and wife
Daw Kyu Kyu Hla offer day meal to Sayadaws who will

T i e e
(1) e= € 2} I € congrfga 10

Nay Pyi Taw March 11
Ceremony to present of-
fertories to Sayadaws who
will be conferred on religious

Aggadipati Sasana Beikman
in the precinct of Maravijaya
Buddha Park here this morn-
ing. Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council Prime

be conferred on religious titles for 2025

LS

SO0 e

2

= %
.h j_ Pe LS f_r?)‘m'the SSMNC Ch%i{man Sayadayw.

Minister of the Republic of
Union of Myanmar Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing
and wife Daw Kyu Kyu
Hla offered day meal to the

titles for 2025 was held at

i

Sayadaws.

Present were 118 Say-
. adaws from the country and
d abroad and two nuns who will
receive religious titles led
by specially invited Chair-
man of State Sangha Maha
Nayaka Committee Than-
lyin Minkyaung Monastery
Sayadaw Agga Maha Pan-
dita Agga Maha Saddhamma
Jotiladhaja Dr Bhaddanta

0

AYSayadawiaccepts

LDaw Kyu Kyu Hla offers meal to a Sayadavx;. |

Candiama Bhivamsa, and
Secretary of SSMNC Patron
of Masoeyein Taikthit mon-
astery Sayadaw of Dhamma
Thamaindi pariyati school in
Mnadalay Agga Maha Pan-
dita Agga Maha Saddhamma
Jotiladhaja Maha Dhamma
Kahtika Bahujana Hitadhara
Bhaddanta Vaselabhivamsa.
The Senior General and wife
were accompanied by Vice

Chairman of State Adminis-
tration Council Deputy Prime
Minister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win and wife Daw Than
Than Nwe, the SAC Secre-
tary and wife, the Joint SAC
Secretary and wife, SAC
members and wives, union
level dignitaries, union min-
isters and wives, the Nay Pyi
Taw Council chair,

See Page 13
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SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing receives Special Envoy for
Asian Aftairs of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
China H.E. Mr. Deng Xijun

=

B Senio General: MinYAung:Hlaing e
China HAESVITYDengdXijun. e |

Nay Pyi Taw March 11

Administration Council

General Min Aung Hlaing

for Asian Affairs of the

Chairman of the State Prime Minister Senior

received Special Envoy Ministry of Foreign Affairs

of China H.E. Mr. Deng
Xijun at the parlour of the
Office of the Chairman of
the State Administration
Council in Nay Pyi Taw this
evening.

Also present together
with the Senior General
were SAC Joint Secretary
General Ye Win Oo, SAC
Member Lt-Gen Yar Pyae,
Union Minister for For-
eign Affairs U Than Swe,
Union Minister for Home
Affairs Lt-Gen Tun Tun
Naung and officials and
the special envoy was ac-
companied by officials from
the Chinese Embassy in

Myanmar.

During the meeting,
they frankly discussed
China's plans to cooperate
positively in the implemen-
tation of the five-roadmap
by the government of My-
anmar and the Tatmadaw
and preparations for elec-
tion, China's cooperation
in the peace process of
Myanmar, cooperation be-
tween the two countries in
prevention of narcotic drugs
and elimination of online
gambling and scams and
border trade between two
countries.

100

From Page 12

senior military officers from Office of Commander-in-
Chief and wives, the Nay Pyi Taw Command commander
and officials.

Before the inauguration of the ceremony, the Senior
General offered meal in the Emerald Bowl and fruits,
flowers, water and lights to the Maravijaya Naungdawgyi
Buddha Image in the Aggadipati Sasana Beikman.

and wife, received the Five Precepts from the SSMNC
Chairman Sayadaw. Sadadaws then recited suttas.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and wife presented
offertories to the SSMNC Chairman Sayadaw, the Vice-
Senior General and wife, to SSMNC Secretary Sayadaw
and the SAC Secretary and wife, the Joint SAC Secretary
and wife, SAC members and wives, and other dignitaries,
to Sayadaws who will receive religious titiles.

The SSMNC Secretary Sayadaw delivered a sermon,
followed by the sharing of merits gained and the recitation
of Buddha sasanam tiramtithatu three times to mark the
conclusion of the ceremony.

After the ceremony, the Senior General and wife and
attendees offered day meal to the SSMNC Chairman Say-
adaw, SSMNC Secretary Sayadaw, Sayadaws from the
country and abroad and nuns who will receive religious

The ceremony was inaugurated by reciting Namotassa

three times and the congregation led by the Senior General

Daw Kyu Kyu Hla presented offertories to nuns who

will receive religious titles.

titles.

100

From Page 14

that investors can carry out
their operations smoothly
and efficiently. Relevant au-
thorities are urged to take
appropriate actions.

The Vice-Senior General
emphasized the need to con-
tinue addressing legal mat-
ters smoothly with relevant
experts and procedures, even
though the Italian-Thailand
issues have been resolved.
He stressed the importance
of working toward a win-
win outcome for all parties,

including investors.

As this marks the second
meeting of the 2024-2025
FY, the Vice-Senior General
urged the relevant manage-
ment committees to present
progress from the previous
meeting and outline upcom-
ing plans. He highlighted
that only through future pre-
paredness and zone-specific
actions can businesses seam-
lessly connect with investors
at any time. Additionally, he
called on the central members
of Myanmar’s Special Eco-

nomic Zones to discuss and
provide recommendations on
sector-specific developments.
Then, Secretary 1 of the
Central Working Committee
for Myanmar Special Eco-
nomic Zone, Union Minister
for Investment and Foreign
Economic Relations, Dr Kan
Zaw, explained the invest-
ment issues related to My-
anmar Special Economic
Zones and the Dawei Special
Economic Zone during the
Prime Minister’s visit.
Then, Secretary 2 of the

Central Working Committee
for Myanmar Special Eco-
nomic Zone, Union Minister
for Commerce, U Tun Ohn,
explained the implementa-
tion status of the decisions
of the first meeting of the
Myanmar Special Economic
Zone for the 2024-2025 FY.

Next, the chairmen of the
management committees of
Thilawa Special Economic
Zone, Kyaukphyu Special
Economic Zone and Dawei
Special Economic Zone read
out the orders submitted to

the Central Working Com-
mittee for Myanmar Special
Economic Zone meeting and
obtained the approval.

Then, the Union Minis-
ters and those attending the
meeting discussed and pre-
sented their suggestions and
issues related to the operation
of'the special economic zones
in their respective sectors.

Then, the Secretary of
the Central Working Com-
mittee for Myanmar Special
Economic Zone read out the
draft resolution of the second

meeting of the Central Work-
ing Committee for Myanmar
Special Economic Zone for
the 2024-2025 FY and ob-
tained approval.

Then, the Chairman of
the Central Working Com-
mittee for Myanmar Special
Economic Zone, Vice Chair-
man of the State Administra-
tion Council, Deputy Prime
Minister, made a clarification
and coordination regarding
the presentations, made a
concluding speech, and ad-
journed the meeting. 100

Philippine authorities

Manila March 11
The Philippine Presiden-
tial Communications Office
(PCO) issued a statement
on Tuesday, confirming that
former President Rodrigo

Duterte was detained by
police upon his return to
Manila from abroad.
According to the PCO,
Interpol in Manila received
the official copy of the war-

confirm former President Duterte's detention

rant of arrest from the In-
ternational Criminal Court
(ICC) on Tuesday morning.

The PCO said that the
ICC prosecutor general
served the arrest warrant to

Duterte upon his arrival in
Manila at around 9:20 a.m.
local time through Interpol.

"Government doctors
have examined the former
president, and he is in good

health and good condi-
tion," the PCO statement
said.

Duterte himself ques-
tioned his detention, asking
in a video released by his

family on social media:
"What is the crime I com-
mitted? ... I was brought here
not on my own volition. It's
somebody else's."

Xinhua

of innocent people.

RublicsNotice for Eliminationtof Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including
schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is
to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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SAC Vice Chairman Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe Win delivers address at
the second meeting of Myanmar Special Economic Zone

Central Committee for 2024-25 FY

The Myanmar Special
Economic Zone Central
Committee held the second
coordination meeting for
2024-25 financial year at
the conferencing hall of the
Ministry of Commerce in
Nay Pyi Taw this afternoon,
with an address by Central
Committee Chairman Vice-
Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Deputy
Prime Minister Vice-Senior
General Soe Win.

The meeting was also at-
tended by Central Committee
members Union ministers,
deputy ministers, chairmen
of the management commit-
tees for Thilawa, Kyaukpyu
and Dawei SEZs, directors-
general and officials together
with Chief Ministers of Yan-
gon and Taninthayi regions
and Rakhine State through
video conferencing.

First, the Vice-Senior
General delivered a speech,
saying that the special eco-
nomic zones must be imple-
mented in line with provi-
sions of the Myanmar Special
Economic Zone Law and
bylaw enacted in 2014 and
these must be aligned with
the current situation of the
State. According to the cur-
rent geopolitic conditions,
it is necessary to establish
special economic zones with
economic and political points
of view. Hence, central com-
mittee members have to com-
bine political and economic

Nay Pyi Taw March 11

f

situations for implementation
of the Thilawa SEZ as well as
Kyaukpyu and Dawei SEZs.

The economic objectives
of the State Administration
Council consist of three main
focuses. Among them, one
key direction is to utilize the
growing economic momen-
tum as a driving force to sup-
port MSME (Micro, Small,
and Medium Enterprises)
industries and promote the
export sector. In line with this
direction, special economic
zones must also prioritize
their operations accordingly.
Special economic zones and
exclusive zones exist in coun-
tries worldwide, with each
country enacting specific
laws and regulations to gov-
ern them. Similarly, to attract
investments in Myanmar’s
special economic zones, in-
centives, tax exemptions, and
promotional activities must
be implemented according
to the country’s policies. In
Myanmar, the 2014 Special
Economic Zone Law and
rules have already defined
these aspects.

In investing at special
economic zones of Myan-
mar, the guidance of the
Prime Minister to promote
export volume is a key role
in implementing the tasks of
investment. In this regard,
it is necessary to invite in-
vestments to SAEZs with
priority on manufacturing
of export products. At Thil-
awa SEZ, export volume

A s N/

. - - Ad’ :
€ d(:ir.éssI tithe second mectingfol]
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amounted to US$163.466
million from April to Janu-
ary in 2024-25 financial year
and import volume valued at
US$599.284 million, and its
total trade volume amounted
to US$722.75 million. How-
ever, such an amount is lesser
than SAEZs of neighbouring
countries. Hence, officials of
the SEZ management com-
mittees and officials have
to review SEZ conditions
of surrounding countries
to improve own SEZs and
decline the deficit of export
and import volumes as much
as possible.

Similarly, in the upcom-
ing Kyaukphyu Special
Economic Zone and Dawei
Special Economic Zone, it
is essential to identify and
invite entrepreneurs who
prioritize export-oriented
production to enhance the
country’s exports. An analy-
sis of the current imports and
exports of the Thilawa Spe-
cial Economic Zone shows
that the most imported raw
materials include agricultural
machinery, components for
electronic device produc-
tion, raw materials for car
spare parts, and materials
for can manufacturing. Simi-
larly, the primary exports
include clothing, surgical
gloves, electronic equip-
ment, pharmaceuticals, and
speakers. In the export sec-
tor, efforts must be made
to increase exports beyond
current levels. In the import

sector, it is also essential to
engage with MSME busi-
nesses to assess how much
of the imported goods they
can replace with their own
production. By substituting
imports and collaborating
with local MSMEs, efforts
are being made to reduce
foreign currency expenditure
and boost exports. Maintain-
ing high-quality standards
is essential when producing
import-substituting goods in
MSME businesses.

The Thilawa Special Eco-
nomic Zone is being split into
two areas: a Free Zone and
a Promotion Zone. While
businesses in the Free Zone
face no foreign currency
difficulties, those operat-
ing in the Promotion Zone
experience varying levels of
foreign currency difficulties,
depending on the circum-
stances. It is reported that the
relevant ministries and the
Foreign Exchange Supervi-
sory Committee are working
diligently to resolve some of
these issues. To reduce for-
eign exchange expenditure,
MSME products must be
developed to replace a sig-
nificant portion of imports,
thereby reducing the need
for imported raw materials.
To reduce foreign exchange
expenditure, MSME products
must be developed to replace
many imported goods, which
will reduce the need for im-
ported raw materials.

The income generated

from collaborating with
MSME businesses and sub-
stituting imported products
is estimated at US$6.0596
million and over 51 billion
Myanmar kyats for the 2024-
2025 period. I would like to
urge the agencies responsible
for MSMEs, as well as the
relevant state and regional of-
ficials, to take more decisive
actions to ensure that MSME
products are supplied in the
import substitution sector of
special economic zones, in
accordance with the policy
set by the Head of State.
Regarding tax collection, sta-
tistics for January 2025 show
that tax revenue amounted to
935 million kyats, commer-
cial tax exceeded 9 billion
kyats, advance income tax
reached 2.2 billion kyats,
and income tax totaled 2.68
billion kyats. I would like to
urge the organizations pro-
viding One Stop Service to
work towards fully collecting
tax revenue, in accordance
with the country's interests,
complete tax collection, and
the prevention of corporate
fraud.

In the implementation
of special economic zones,
efforts are being made to
promote the national econo-
my. In this process, MSMEs
play a crucial role, and their
contribution is essential for
the successful establishment
of these zones. These zones
are expected to significantly
benefit the country's econo-
my, and continuous efforts
are required to ensure their
success.

The primary require-
ment for special economic
zones and industrial zones is
the availability of sufficient
electricity. Therefore, it has
been suggested to establish
independent solar power
plants in the Thilawa Special
Economic Zone. Initially,
the capacity was only a few
hundred kilowatts, but due to
its effectiveness, the initia-
tive was pursued. According
to current data, once fully
installed, the production ca-
pacity will reach nearly 16
megawatts. Additionally,
the Tatmadaw has installed
a 20-megawatt solar plant,
which is expected to break
even in three and a halfyears.
This not only makes financial
sense but also allows surplus

electricity to be sold back to
the national grid. Relevant
companies and business
owners are encouraged to
consider this approach, and
similar discussions should
be included in the planning
of future special economic
zones.

Furthermore, discussions
on the Kyaukphyu Special
Economic Zone were contin-
ued. The Concession Agree-
ment for the deep-sea port
project in the Kyaukphyu
Special Economic Zone was
signed on November 5, 2020.
An Addendum to this agree-
ment was signed on Decem-
ber 26, 2023, in Naypyidaw
between the project company
and the Kyaukphyu Special
Economic Zone Management
Committee, extending the
Long Stop Date to June 25,
2025. It is imperative that all
necessary tasks be completed
two months before this dead-
line. The working committee
is actively engaged in this
process, and other involved
committees are urged to ex-
pedite the completion of tasks
within the given constraints.

The Kyaukphyu Special
Economic Zone holds signifi-
cant geopolitical, economic,
and political importance. It
is crucial for the country and
offers substantial benefits to
both local residents and the
nation. Successfully imple-
menting the deep-sea port
project will enable participa-
tion in the Myanmar-China
Economic Corridor and en-
hance bilateral cooperation
under the Belt and Road
Initiative.

Regarding the Dawei
Special Economic Zone,
discussions have focused on
the dissolution of the SPV
(Special Purpose Vehicle).
It is necessary for Myanmar,
Thailand, and Japan to coor-
dinate and finalize this mat-
ter. During a recent visit by a
delegation led by the Chair-
man of the State Administra-
tion Council Prime Minister
to the Russian Federation and
Belarus, significant opportu-
nities related to the Dawei
Special Economic Zone were
identified. It is expected that
progress will soon accelerate.
Therefore, necessary prepa-
rations should be made now
to ensure

See Page 13
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