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SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing, who endeavours to enhance friendship
and cooperation with the Russian Federation and
the Republic of Belarus, gives exclusive interview to
media aboard the special flight

Nay Pyi Taw March 10

At the invitation of Rus-
sian Federation President
Vladimir Vladimirovich Pu-
tin and Belarusian President
Alexander Gregoryevich
Lukashenko, Chairman of the
State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing paid
official State visits to the
Russian Federation and the
Republic of Belarus from
3 to 9 March.

The Myanmar goodwill
delegation led by the Senior
General left Tolmachevo
Airport of Novosibirsk of
the Russian Federation by
special flight in the afternoon
of 9 March Russian Standard
Time and arrived back at Nay
Pyi Taw Tatmadaw Airport in
the evening.

On the way back to My-
anmar, the Senior General
replied to questions raised
by the media at the ex-
clusive interview aboard
the special flight. The full
text of the replies is as

follows: -

Our country is going to
implement a multiparty dem-
ocratic system. It has been
77 years since we gained our
independence. We have faced
numerous conflicts. We have
many natural resources, in-
cluding human resources. If
we can make use of these, our
country will become a pros-
perous one. For this, when
we are looking for prospects
of cooperation, Russia is
one of the countries that we
see as having the potential
for collaboration. It’s not
just Russia; there are many
countries. However, I know
that Russia is the country that
can take action the quickest.
Therefore, I went to Russia.
We have already made a
political decision. We have
already decided to move to-
ward a multiparty democratic
system as requested by the
people. To make this hap-
pen, we need to collaborate
with the other side. On the
other hand, we also need to

| inte

work for internal peace in
our country. That's why the
President of Russia has said
that Russia will help My-
anmar. However, President
Alexander Gregoryevich
Lukashenko of Belarus also
said that Belarus would assist
and cooperate with Myanmar
in every way possible. These
are strengths for us, and at the
same time, they are strengths
for our country. Looking at
the geographical position of
our country, if we consider
it, we are at a key location.

'@?’G}’éﬂ Min| mmm exclusive
media’

VieW: to

We are the westernmost
country in Southeast Asia,
in the ASEAN region. To our
west, we have India, with a
population of over 1.4 bil-
lion people. To the south,
we have Bangladesh, with a
population of over 160 mil-
lion people. To our northeast,
we have China, with a popu-
lation of about 1.4 billion
people. When you combine
these three countries, the to-
tal population reaches nearly
4 billion people. So, if we
look at the direction we are

going, if we go south, we
will reach the Indian Ocean.
If we go north, we will pass
through China and reach
Russia. If we go west, we
will reach India. If we go
southeast, we will reach all
the ASEAN countries. My-
anmar is in a unique position.
Whether we are starting a

| business or passing through

Myanmar for any reason,
we can gain access to a large
market, as mentioned earlier.
We are truly at the best time
to cooperate. What [ want to
say to the EAOs is that they
should avoid speaking about
what they want to happen.
It’s better to speak about
what should happen and what
is possible. Everyone wants
what they desire, and I, too,
have many desires. However,
what I want might happen,
but we should go towards
what should happen and what
is possible. We said that we
provide opportunities for
democracy. We provide op-
portunities for ethnic rights.

If you look around the world,
you will see that everyone
deserves equal opportunities.
We cannot give away some-
one else's rights. I want to
say that ethnic people should
be allowed to think as well.
From our side, we will pri-
oritize the ethnic people and
take action. I have decided.
No matter what happens, [
will prioritize and take ac-
tion on the remaining ethnic
areas. Until now, I have done
everything I can. I am not
neglecting the agricultural
and livestock industries in
Myanmar. In the future, I
will not neglect science and
technology. The industries,
based on agriculture and
livestock, of these countries
are very good. In science
and technology, they are
also very strong. They are in
a position to combine both
low and high-level sectors.
This is what we need. That's
why I am saying that if we
cooperate, this will benefit

our country.” 100

Katha District exceeds winter crop target with
over 27,000 acres of mustard and sesame cultivated

Katha March 10

In Sagaing Region's Ka-
tha District, a total 0f27,396
acres of mustard and sesame
have been cultivated dur-
ing the current winter crop
season, according to the
Katha District Agriculture
Department.

For the 2024-2025 win-
ter crop season, the district
had planned to cultivate
23,832 acres of mustard and

sesame, starting from Octo-
ber 2024. As of now, 27,396
acres have been successfully
cultivated, exceeding the
initial target.

"Mustard and sesame
are cultivated annually in
the district. These crops are
used both for oil extrac-
tion and medicinal pur-
poses. This winter season,
we aimed to cultivate over
23,000 acres of mustard and

sesame in Katha District.
Currently, more than 27,000
acres have been cultivated,
surpassing our target," said
Daw Khin Myat Myat Oo,
the district agriculture of-
ficer.

The breakdown of culti-
vation by township in Katha
District is as follows: Katha
Township has cultivated 192
acres of sesame and 16,035
acres of mustard. Indaw

Township has cultivated 150
acres of sesame and 2,200
acres of mustard. Htigyaing
Township has cultivated 330
acres of sesame and 4,680
acres of mustard. Banmauk
Township has cultivated
3,321 acres of sesame and
488 acres of mustard. This
brings the total cultivated
area to 27,396 acres.

For the 2023-2024 win-
ter crop season, the district

had initially planned to
cultivate 23,832 acres of
mustard and sesame across
its townships. Katha Town-
ship planned to cultivate
207 acres of sesame and
13,600 acres of mustard.
Indaw Township planned
to cultivate 220 acres of
sesame and 1,860 acres of
mustard. Htigyaing Town-
ship planned to cultivate 335
acres of sesame and 3,970

acres of mustard. Banmauk
Township planned to culti-
vate 3,220 acres of sesame
and 420 acres of mustard.
In Katha District, mus-
tard and sesame cultiva-
tion is a regular practice
each year. Within Saga-
ing Region, Katha and
Kawlin are the primary
areas where these crops are
predominantly grown.
206

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Rublic Notice for Eliminationtof Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”

, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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Bogale Township sells over 70,000 bags of

Zeera rice to Yangon in January

Bogale March 10
A total of 78,000 Zeera
rice bags from Bogale Town-
ship, Ayeyawady Region
were shipped to Yangon in

S

IBagsjofiricelbeing{stockpiledinia warehouse.

January, said Daw Ni Ni
Win, arice and grain whole-
sale dealer from Bogale
Township.

Bogale Township sold

only 55,000 Zeera rice bags
to Yangon in December
2024, and from January 1 to
31, 2025, 78,000 Zeera rice
bags were sold.

“In the past month, a
large number of bags of
Zeera rice were transported
to the Yangon market. Most
of the agricultural products
from our town are sent to the
Yangon market. This type
of rice is a good rice vari-
ety. The sale has increased
because there is a lot of de-

= mand from Yangon for this

type of rice. There are many
connections to buy cumin
rice in the Yangon market
this month. Compared to
other rice, this type of rice
is currently being traded
more,” she said.

Zeera rice shipped to
the Yangon market priced at
105,000 kyats per bag. KKL

Kyunhla Township completes peanut
harvest on 12,375 acres with strong yields
this winter season

Kyunhla March 10

In Kanbalu District, Sa-
gaing Region, the peanut
harvest for the winter crop
season has been completed
on 12,375 acres in Kyunhla
Township, according to re-
cords from the township's
Agriculture Department.

During the winter crop
season, a total of 14,239 acres
of peanuts were cultivated
in Kyunhla Township. The
harvesting of these peanut
fields began in January of this

year, and as of today, 12,375
acres have been harvested,
yielding an average of 75.25
tins per acre.

"During the winter crop
season in Kyunhla Township,
we cultivated peanuts on
14,239 acres. The harvesting
of these peanut fields is cur-
rently underway, and as of
today, 12,375 acres have been
harvested. The yield is good,
and we were able to cultivate
more than the planned acre-
age. The oilseed crop has

been successful, and peanut
cultivation has been increas-
ing year by year. Peanuts are
mostly cultivated during the
winter season rather than
the rainy season," said Daw
Myint Myint Y1, the township
agriculture officer.

In Kyunhla Township,
cultivating peanuts requires
1.5 baskets of seeds per acre.
The total cost, including seed
expenses, labor costs, fertiliz-
ers, and pesticides, exceeds
200,000 kyat per acre, with

a yield of over 50 baskets
per acre.

To ensure the success of
peanut cultivation, prevent
pest infestations, and keep
the fields free of weeds,
staff from the township Ag-
riculture Department have
conducted field inspections

and maintained monitoring |

records. These efforts have
been carried out to support
farmers in achieving success-
ful harvests.

206

Ghana, Niger leaders
reaffirm commitment
to stronger ties

Niamey March 10

The leaders of Niger and
Ghana have reaffirmed their
determination to enhance
the fraternal and cooperative
relations that have united
the two countries since their
independence.

The commitment was
made in a joint statement
issued Sunday following
Ghanaian President John
Dramani Mahama's work
visit to Niamey, the Nigerien
capital, where he was wel-
comed at the Diori Hamani
International Airport by Gen.
Abdourahamane Tchiani,
president of Niger's National
Council for the Safeguard of
the Homeland.

Both leaders agreed to
boost bilateral cooperation,
particularly in the political,
economic, scientific, and
cultural fields, to meet the as-
pirations of their respective
peoples for peace, security,
and development, the state-
ment said.

On security, the two
heads of state discussed the
terrorist threat facing the Sa-
hel region and West Africa,
reaffirming their commit-
ment to solidarity in combat-
ing the scourge of terrorism,
which has plagued the region
and undermined the imple-
mentation of development
programs.

Xinhua

More than 1,700 acres of peanut

Pwintbyu March 10

According to the Pwin-
tbyu Township Department
of Agriculture, local farmers
have harvested 1,705 acres
of groundnut crops, which
were cultivated during the
winter season in Pwintbyu
Township, Magway Region.

In Pwintbyu Township,
a total of 3,086 acres of pea-
nuts were cultivated during
the 2024 winter crop season.
Local farmers began har-
vesting in January, and as of
today, 1,705 acres have been
harvested.

Daw Moe Moe Wai, Head
of Pwintbyu Township Ag-
riculture Department said:
“In the winter season, a total

of 3,086 acres of peanuts
were cultivated in Pwintbyu
Township, surpassing the
initially planned cultivation
area. This year, peanut fields
have thrived without any
pest infestations, leading to a
successful harvest. Currently,
farmers have begun harvest-
ing peanuts since January to
prepare the fields for summer
crops. A total of 1,705 acres
of peanuts have so far been
harvested. The yield per
acre is also better than the
previous year, with an output
of 52.14 baskets per acre.
Farmers are being advised to
properly store harvested pea-
nuts under protective cover
and to harvest the remain-

in Pwintbyu Township

ing fields in a timely man-
ner to prevent any decline
in yield.”

In Pwintbyu Township, a
total of 3,086 acres of peanuts
were cultivated during the
winter crop season, exceed-
ing the initial target of 2,930
acres to ensure sufficient
edible oil consumption. The
Department of Agriculture
supported peanut farmers
by promoting the cultivation
of high-yield quality seeds,
the systematic use of natural
fertilizers and organic pesti-
cides, adherence to the Good
Agricultural Practices (GAP)
system, and implementing
pest control measures. These
agricultural training pro-

harvested

grams were carried out in
collaboration with relevant
departments to provide nec-
essary assistance.

She added that if the cul-
tivation of oilseed crops,
particularly peanuts, is ex-
panded annually, it will not
only ensure sufficient do-
mestic cooking oil supply
but also generate surplus
for sale. This would lead to
increased income for farm-
ers and contribute to their
economic development.
Therefore, it is recommended
to expand the cultivation
of high-yield peanut varie-
ties suitable for different
regions.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)

Cambodia's tallest
bridge built by Chi-
nese company makes

major progress

Phnom Penh March 10

The last beam (T-beam)
of Cambodia's tallest bridge
project undertaken by a Chi-
nese company in western
Cambodia's Pursat province
was laid successfully on
Sunday, meaning the project
entered the final stage of
construction.

Constructed by the China
Road and Bridge Corpora-
tion (CRBC), the bridge No.
28 along National Road No.
10 has been built across the
Russey Chrum river valley
in Chhay Luk village, Osom
commune, Veal Veng district.

The 80-meter-tall bridge
project has a total length of
530 meters and a width of
10 meters.

With the installation of
the final T-beam, all the dif-
ficult work of the bridge

project has been completed,
laying a solid foundation for
subsequent traffic operation,
said a CRBC Cambodia Of-
fice's press release on Mon-
day.

The bridge No. 28 is
adjacent to a national nature
reserve and a first-level water
source protection area, the
press release said, adding that
the construction organization
and coordination were dif-
ficult, and the safety risk of
high pier continuous beam
construction was high.

Liu Zhaowei, a CRBC
Cambodia Office project
leader, said that since the start
of construction, the project
team had overcome the diffi-
culties of deep foundation pit
excavation and water source
protection for riverside con-
struction. Xinhua
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