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Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing meets military and
civilian officers studylng in Russ1an Federation

Nay Pyi Taw March 5

Chairman of the State
Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing, who
is on an official goodwill vis-
it to the Russian Federation,
met military and civilian
officers studying in Russia
on the evening of March 4
at the Conference Hall of the
Radisson Collection Hotel in
Moscow.

The meeting was attend-
ed by accompanying delega-
tion members Joint Secre-
tary of the Council General
Ye Win Oo, Council Member

General Nyo Saw, Union
Ministers, the Chief Minister
of Bago Region, Myanmar
Ambassador to Russia U
Thit Linn Ohn, senior mili-
tary officers from the Office
of the Commander-in-Chief,
Myanmar military attaché
(Army, Navy, and Air), and
military and civilian officers
studying in Russia.

In his address, the Sen-
ior General stated that the
goodwill delegation he
led had come to Russia at
the invitation of Russian
President H.E. Vladimir
Vladimirovich Putin. This

visit is more significant than
a typical goodwill trip, as it
included meetings with the
Russian President, Prime
Minister, and the heads of
both houses of the Russian
Parliament. He also men-
tioned plans to open consular
offices and discussed mili-
tary and civilian education
matters during the meetings.

The Senior General em-
phasized that outstanding
individuals are selected for
overseas study programs,
and they are provided with
foundational Russian lan-
guage training before being

sent to Russia. He highlight-
ed the foresight of previous
military leaders in nurturing
invaluable human resources
for the nation. He urged the
trainees to value themselves,
work hard, and strive for ex-
cellence, as they have been
chosen for their exceptional
abilities.

He noted that pursuing
advanced education requires
significant time and financial
investment, both personally
and nationally. He encour-
aged the trainees to ensure
their studies are not disrupt-
ed and to excel beyond or-

dinary standards, becoming
highly skilled graduates who
can contribute significantly
to the nation.

The Senior General
stressed the importance of
educated human resources
for national development.
He pointed out that stu-
dents who receive guidance
from teachers during their
schooling develop disci-
pline, diligence, and superior
knowledge and skills com-
pared to those with weaker
educational foundations. He
reiterated the government's
commitment to providing
education up to KG+9 and
called for studying the edu-
cation systems of Russia,
Europe, and other advanced
nations to benefit Myanmar.

He highlighted that the
current era is one of tech-
nological advancement, in-
cluding Al, and urged the
nation to keep pace with
technological developments.
He emphasized the need to
continuously learn and adopt
beneficial Al technologies.

The Senior General
called on the officers to
remain loyal to the nation,
avoid actions that could
harm national interests, and
stay clear of partisan poli-

tics.

He encouraged them to
use the knowledge and ex-
perience gained from their
studies to benefit their work,
departments, and country.
He also mentioned that en-
gineers and computer scien-
tists who studied in Russia
contributed to the construc-
tion of the Maravijaya Bud-
dha Statue, the tallest stone
statue in the world, located
in Nay Pyi Taw. He urged the
officers to strive to become
young leaders who can bring
honor to the nation in their
respective fields.

The Senior General em-
phasized that the application
of Russian language skills
would enhance Myanmar-
Russia friendship. He noted
that Russia has consistently
supported Myanmar, and
Myanmar has reciprocated
by standing with Russia. He
called for collective efforts
to strengthen Myanmar-
Russia relations and stressed
the importance of loyalty to
oneself, one's organization,
and the nation.

Following his address,
the Senior General presented
gifts and cash awards to the
trainees and warmly bid

them farewell. 100

SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing holds talks with Minister of
Defence of the Russian Federation

Nay Pyi Taw March §

Chairman of the State
Administration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, currently in
Moscow of the Russian Fed-
eration, held a meeting with
Minister of Defence of the
Russian Federation Mr Andrei
Removich at the meeting hall
of the Ministry of Defence of
the Russian Federation this
after morning.

The meeting was also
attended by SAC Joint Sec-
retary General Ye Win Oo,
Council member General
Nyo Saw, National Security
Adviser Admiral Moe Aung,
Myanmar Ambassador to the

Russian Federation U Thit
Linn Ohn, senioir Tatmadaw
officers of the Office of the
Commander-in-Chief (Army)
and the Myanmar Military At-
taché (Army, Navy and Air).
The Minister of Defence of
the Russian Federation was
accompanied by Secretary of
the Russian Federation Secu-
rity Council Mr. Sergey Ku-
zhugetovich Shoigu, officials
of the Ministry of Defence
and senior officers from the
Russian armed forces.

On arrival at the Ministry
of Defence, the Senior Gen-
eral and his entourage were
cordially welcomed by the
Minister of Defence of the

Russian Federation.

At the meeting, they
frankly discussed coopera-
tion in all arenas of the de-
fence sector between the two
countries, improvement of
civilian and military relations
between the two countries
and two Tatmadaws with a
plan to further promote rela-
tions, cooperation in provid-
ing humanitarian aid, and

enhancement of cooperation |

in military technology.

After the meeting, the
Senior General and the Rus-
sian Minister of Defence ex-
changed comemorative gifts
and had documentary photos

taken. 100
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Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing meets families of Myanmar

and Office] of the Mllltary‘(At,téclgg

Nay Pyi Taw March 5

Chairman of the State
Administration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, who was on an
official goodwill visit in Rus-
sian Federation, met families
of Myanmar Embassy and
Office of the Military Atta-
che in Russian Federation at
the embassy this morning at
local time.

Also were Joint SAC Sec-
retary General Ye Win Oo,
SAC member General Nyo
Saw, Union Minister 1 at the
Office of SAC Admiral Moe
Aung, Myanmar Ambassador

to Russia U Thit Lin Ohn and
wife, Myanmar Military At-
tache (Army, Navy and Air)
Brig-Gen Moe Kyaw and
wife, and officials.

The ambassador and
families of the embassy and
military office introduced
themselves individually.

In his speech, the Senior
General said the visit is for
the development of Russia-
Myanmar friendship. It is a
successful visit as the results
of the meetings with Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
leading officials the country
were positive.

—
o

Embassy and Office of the Military Attache

istedSeniodGeneraliViinfAungiHlaingimeetsffamiliesfofgVMyanmardEmbassy

Russia and Myanmar
share a long history as the
diplomatic relations between
the two countries had already
exceeded the 77th anniversary.
The two countries have en-
joyed favorable diplomatic re-
lations since olden times, and
Myanmar had received Rus-
sian assistance in health and
education. The Senior General
said he has paid goodwill visit
to Russia for 11 times, includ-
ing the current visit, from the
time he started shouldering
the duties of the Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services.

There was mutual co-

operation in defence in the
previous periods. After 2001,
Russia started accepting My-
anmar military officers for
scholarship program. The
program continues till now,
and it is generating valuable
human resources for the nation
and Tatmadaw. Russia has also
lent a helping in upgrading the
Myanmar Tatmadaw.
Russian-educated military
personnel are very beneficial
for the country as some of
them are shouldering high-
level civilian duties. Families
of the embassy and military
attaché office should lend a

helping hand in the relations
with Russia.

Russian is always standing
by Myanmar on the interna-
tional stage. Ukraine crises
broke out due to the acts of
some countries that may di-
rectly or indirectly harm Rus-
sia. The West is trying to break
up Russia. In the past also, the
West had done for the collapse
of the Soviet Union. Currently,
the international situation is
changing with the times.

Families must also be
aware of the opportunities for
the country through studies
and watchfulness. Further

progress of Russia-Myanmar
trade is required. Trade de-
velopment should be based
on Novosibirsk, while the
country exports must meet
the quality standard. As goods
for mutual trade are available,
trade promotion activities
must be carried out.

Staff of the embassy and
military attaché office should
read books and study lan-
guages during the free time
for their own benefit. They
should study Russian literature
and language. They must also
live in unity.

Moscow Theravada Bud-
dhist Centre was set up for
promotion and propagation of
the Sasana. Collective efforts
should be made to fulfil the
needs of the monks.

The Senior General pre-
sented food stuff and honorary
cash awards for the families
through the ambassador and
military attaché. The ambassa-
dor presented commemorative
to the Senior General.

The Senior General signed
the visitors book of the em-
bassy and cordially conversed
with the families of the em-
bassy and military attaché
office. 100

State Administration Council Chairman Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing meets Deputy Chairman
of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of
the Russian Federation

Nay Pyi Taw March §

Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, who is on an
official state visit to the Rus-
sian Federation in Moscow,
today met with H.E. Mr.
Sholban Kara-Ool, Deputy
Chairman of the State Duma
of the Federal Assembly
of the Russian Federation,
at the Radisson Collection
Hotel during local afternoon
hours.

During the meeting,
discussions focused on the
progress of implementing
previously agreed-upon col-
laboration points between the

legislative bodies of the two
countries. Topics included
dispatching study delegations
from Myanmar to the Russian
Duma to exchange experi-
ences, as well as measures
to further strengthen friendly
relations between the parlia-
ments of both nations.
Later, Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing received
H.E. Mr. Batu Khasikov,
Head of the Republic of
Kalmykia, and his delega-
tion. They warmly discussed
proposals to build a Myan-
mar-sponsored stupa or Bud-
dha statue in the Buddhist
garden located in Kalmykia,
as well as arranging for a

m@mﬁmmmmmmmzmm
+

Myanmar study delegation
to visit the republic.

=t
5

Following the talks,

the SAC Chairman and the commemorative gifts and photographs.

mwmmmmmmm@ J};ﬁﬂ

Head of Kalmykia exchanged

posed for documentary
100
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SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing delivers supplementary speech at

Nay Pyi Taw March §

The Russia-Myanmar
Business Forum, jointly or-
ganized by the Myanmar
Embassy to the Russian
Federation, the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry-
UMFCCI and Myanmar Air-
ways International (MAI),
Roscongress Foundation,
Fund RC-Investments, Rus-
sia-ASEAN Business Coun-
cil and Russia-Myanmar
Business Council, took place
at the Business Hall of Radis-
son Collection Hotel in Mos-
cow this morning.

It was attended by My-
anmar’s Union Minister for
Investment and Foreign Eco-
nomic Relations Dr Kan
Zaw, Minister of Economic
Development of the Rus-
sian Federation Mr Maxim
Gennadyevich Reshetnikov,
UMFCCI President U Aye
Win, business people from
the Russian Federation and
guests.

The Union Minister for
Investment and Foreign Eco-
nomic Relations and the
Russian Minister of Econom-
ic Development delivered
opening speeches.

The UMFCCI President
explained a brief on do-
ing business in Myanmar
whereas delegates from both
countries submitted their
topics.

They all watched a video
clip on use of MIR cards of
Russia in Myanmar.

In the afternoon session,
the Senior General delivered
a supplementary speech at
the forum. He said: Myanmar
successfully hosted the Sth
Myanmar-Russia govern-

ment to government trade
and economic cooperation
commission’s retreat, the
plenary meeting and signing
the agreements as well as the
business forum this month.

As meeting result from
the commission meeting, co-
operation could be raised in
legal frameworks, trade and
investment, energy, transport,
construction, infrastructural
development, banking service
and monetary, information,
communication, technol-
ogy, tourism, education, sci-
ence and healthcare services
sectors.

Especially, the Senior
General expressed his sat-
isfaction at cooperation as
new stride with the Russian
Federation to upgrade Dawei
Special Economic Zone to be
a strategic outlet to the sea.

Myanmar has adopted
the strong legal framework,
and expects to sign the agree-
ment to rise investment and
protection between the two
countries as a result of this
ceremony soon thanks to ef-
forts of relevant departments
and coordination.

In order to link maritime
trade with the inland trade,
Russian businesspersons
will be invited to invest with
many opportunities in neces-
sary transport infrastructures
along the economic corridors
in Myanmar.

At today’s meeting with
private entrepreneurs on
economic investment and
trade, it became evident that
communication networks
between the two countries—
both at the government and
private sector levels—could
be further expanded, pre-
senting new opportunities

for cooperation. Despite the
geographical distance be-
tween Myanmar and Russia,
we believe this event will
strengthen trade and invest-
ment collaboration across
various economic sectors.

We are very pleased to
see that investment is cur-
rently being made in Myan-
mar’s agricultural sector for
the first time. We discussed
opportunities for cooperation
in the agricultural, industrial
and service sectors, including
the transfer of advanced tech-
nology based on agriculture.

In addition, we saw that
investment projects using
new technologies are being
implemented in the indus-
trial and energy sectors. In
the infrastructure sector, in
line with Myanmar’s needs,
we would like to work with
you in the near future to
develop projects that will
harness renewable energy
sources, especially wind,
solar, and hydropower, that
do not harm the ecosystem,
especially along the moun-
tainous terrain and along the
long coastline.

Through bilateral co-
operation, we have begun
integrating payment systems
to facilitate smoother trade.
As one of the world's top
10 countries in digital de-
velopment, Russia presents
valuable opportunities for
collaboration in information
technology and digital infra-
structure. Additionally, we
aim to work together to en-
hance Myanmar’s healthcare
and pharmaceutical sectors,
which have long required
development. A key national
priority for Myanmar is cre-
ating quality job opportuni-

ties through human resource
development. In this regard,
we deeply appreciate Rus-
sia’s programs to enhance
Myanmar’s workforce, par-
ticularly in the energy, infor-
mation technology, service,
and healthcare sectors.

I would like to reiterate
that we will continue to sup-
port the creation of mutually
beneficial opportunities and
employment opportunities
between private businesses
that will be implemented
through government-to-gov-
ernment cooperation between
the two countries.

In the near future, we will
continue to work together to
build equal cooperation be-
tween the two countries and
realize common interests.

Then, the Chairman of
the State Administration
Council, the Prime Minister,
continued to say.

First, I would like to say
that Russia and Myanmar
trusted friends. Russia is a
large superpower country
that stretches from the Asian
region in the east to Europe
in the west in the northern
Hemisphere. It is a geograph-
ically important country that
wins international interest.
No attack against its suc-
cess can annihilate its rich-
ness and technology. So, we
would like to request you to
distribute your richness and
technologies in Asia, and we
from Myanmar want to offer
you this opportunity. In this
regard, I invite you to invest
in Myanmar with full con-
fidence. You can come and
witness Myanmar’s condition
before making an investment.
Members of the Myanmar
team here represent their

Myanmar-Russia Economic Forum

country. You can know more
about the real situation of
Myanmar citizens by seeing
with your own eyes.

If you do business in
Myanmar, we will have to
take into account the mar-
ket. Myanmar has a popula-
tion of only 51 million. But
Myanmar is surrounded by
countries with a total popula-
tion of nearly 3 billion. Apart
from 10 ASEAN countries,
China, India and Bangladesh,
another populous country,
are sharing common borders
with Myanmar. As regards
the said countries, you should
think about the means to find
amarket, and it is a good idea.
First thing is the production
of value-added goods based
on natural goods available
in Myanmar. Then you will
have to make investments
and manufacture goods with
your technology. I daresay
that both means if applied
will be truly beneficial.

Yesterday, I met with your
President. We both discussed
and agreed on the promising
areas of cooperation with
Myanmar. You should not be
so worried about some of the
present hardships. They are
just temporary. [ believe that
we will be able to overcome
all those difficulties through
bilateral cooperation. The
important part is the will and
determination. So, I invite
all our Russian friends and
entrepreneurs, and if needed,
[ will meet with you in person
again. Thank you.

After the ceremony, the
Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council, the
Prime Minister, warmly
greeted those attending the
ceremony.

After the Russia-My-
anmar Economic Forum,
Russian media reported that
Major General Zaw Min
Tun, head of the information
team of the State Administra-
tion Council, responded as
follows.

In Russia, the Senior
General met not only with
President H.E. Vladimir
Vladimirovich Putin but
also with all other leaders
including the secretary of
the Security Council, chair-
man of the Federation Coun-

cil, the upper house of the
parliament, the chairman
of the State Duma and the
defence minister of the Rus-
sian Federation. To sum up,
Myanmar-Russia coopera-
tion will be enhanced. All
cooperation including eco-
nomic, political, social and
defence cooperation will be
enhanced. When the Senior
General met with President
H.E. Vladimir Vladimirovich
Putin, we were able to cre-
ate the strengthened Myan-
mar-Russia friendly alliance
relations. We managed to
discuss promotion of coop-
eration in all sectors includ-
ing economic, political and
social ones. Today, we had a
Myanmar-Russian Business
Forum and related meetings.
The Russian Federation is a
great power that is most trust-
worthy and ever-lasting. We
especially would like to thank
the Russian Federation for its
stance with Myanmar in the
international and domestic
arenas.

We will build a 220-mega-
watt nuclear reactor with the
help of the Russian Federa-
tion. Moreover, we will coop-
erate with the Russian Federa-
tion to build a Dawei deep sea
port, which will serve as an
important economic founda-
tion for Southeast Asia. It is
an extremely huge project. By
using the deep sea port, a new
inland route will emerge to
connect Dawei deep sea port
and Da Nang port in Vietnam
and other ports bypassing the
Malacca Straits. The deep sea
port is important because it is
located in lower Myanmar.
The Malacca Straits is located
in the further lower part of the
region, connecting the South
China Sea and the Indian
Ocean.

After meetings between
Myanmar and Russian au-
thorities, a new consulate
general will be opened to
promote friendship. On re-
turn, we will proceed to
Vladivostok in Russia to
open a new consulate gen-
eral. What I would like to say
in pleasure is that we have
opened a new historical chap-
ter to strengthen and further
sustain the Myanmar-Russia
relations as of today. 100
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Myanmar High-level Delegation led by Chairman of State
Administration Council Prime Minister Senior General

Min Aung Hlalng arrives in St. Petersburg

Nay Pyi Taw March §
The Myanmar High-level
delegation paying an official

d coodwill visit to the Russian

Federation led by Chairman of
State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing left Vnukovo

i International Airport in Moscow

this afternoon local time and
was seen off at the airport by
Minister of Economic Develop-
ment Mr. Maxim Reshetnikov,
a deputy minister of foreign af-

» fairs and officials together with
' a guard of honour of the Russian

Federation.

The Senior General took the
salute of the guard of honour,
which played the national an-
thems of the two countries. Then,
the Senior General left the airport
on a special flight.

The high-level delegation led
by the Senior General arrived at
Pulkovo Airport in St. Petersburg
in the evening local time and
was greeted by Chairman Mr.
Grigoriev of the foreign relations
committee of the St. Petersburg
government and consul general
U Aung Pe Thet and officials at
the airport.

100

Senior, General Min Aung Hlaing

inspects the Guard of Honour.

On behalf of H.E Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, Chairman of
the State Administration Council and Prime Minister of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Deputy Prime Minister and
Union Minister for Foreign Affairs.H.E. U Than Swe presented
the honorary title of “Sithu” to H.E.Mr. Sergey Viktorovich
Lavrov, Minister of Foreign Aftairs of the Russian Federation

Nay Pyi Taw March 5

On behalf of H.E. Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing, Chairman
of the State Administration Coun-
cil and Prime Minister of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar,
Deputy Prime Minister and Union
Minister for Foreign Affairs H.E.
U Than Swe, who is a member of
Myanmar delegation, presented the
“Sithu” title to H.E. Sergey Vik-
torovich Lavrov on March 5,2025
at 10:30 AM, at the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of Russia. The title
has been conferred to H.E Sergey
Viktorovich Lavrov by H.E. Sen-
ior General Min Aung Hlaing,
Chairman of State Administration
Council and Prime Minister.
Following the conferment cer-

emony, the two sides held open
and cordial discussions on further
enhancing bilateral relations and
cooperation, as well as Myan-
mar’s role as the country coordina-
tor for ASEAN-Russia Dialogue
Relations. 100

H.E. U Than Swe presents

the honorary title of
“Sithu” to H.E.Mr. Sergey.

Viktorovich Lavroy.

1. Declaring themselves to be

of innocent people.

“for the people”,

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

RublictNoticeMforEliminationtotéViolence

the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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Chairman ofithe State Administration Council
Prime Minister'Senior General Min Aung Hlaing will

pay;an official state visit tortherRepubliciof Belaru's at
thelinvitation ofi President Aleksandr Iukashenko

Nay Pyi Taw March S

Chairman of the State
Administration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing will pay an offi-

cial state visit to the Republic
of Belarus at the invitation
of President Aleksandr Lu-
kashenko of the country dur-
ing a goodwill visit in Russian

Federation.

During the visit, the Sen-
ior General will hold talks
with President Lukashenko,
the prime minister of the

country, senior officials of the
Belarus government includ-
ing the speaker of National
Assembly, and the discussion
will be centred on further

cementing strategic coopera-
tion in multi-sectors including
friendship, economy, security
between the governments and
peoples of the two countries.

During the visit, SAC mem-
bers and senior officials of the
government will accompany
the Senior General as mem-

bers of the delegation. 100

Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing receives delegation led by
chairman of Russia-ASEAN Busmess Commission

Nay Pyi Taw March 5

Chairman of the State
Administration Coun-
cil Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing,
who is paying an official
goodwill visit to the Rus-
sian Federation, received a
delegation led by Chairman
of the Russia-ASEAN Busi-
ness Commission Mr. Ivan
Polyakov at the meeting
hall of the Radisson Collec-
tion Hotel in the evening of
4 March.

Also present together
with the Senior General

were members of the entou-
rage SAC Joint Secretary
General Ye Win Oo, SAC
Member General Nyo Saw,
union ministers, the My-
anmar ambassador to the
Russian Federation and of-
ficials and the chairman was
accompanied by officials of
the commission.

They frankly discussed
the operations of the commis-
sion, cooperation in the ag-
riculture sector between the
two countries, development
affairs, exports of fruits and
crops such as watermelon and

mangoes to Russia, which
are abundantly available in
Myanmar, recycling waste
materials, cooperation in
space and technologies and
other economic cooperation
between the two countries.
After the discussions, the
Senior General and the chair-
man exchanged gifts. 100

Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing holds
talks with Chairman
of ASEAN Economic
Commission Mr. Ivan
Polyakov and party.

250 more illegal migrants to Myanmar detalned

ster; Co ‘1‘n Thu
sithe collectlon of persona information And ocuments Shwe Kokko and Mehtawthalay

[ﬂ,ll- in Myawady in Kayin State after

Nay Pyi Taw March 5

The government has been
~ cracking down on illegal mi-
grants, who are involved in crimi-
nal activities including online
gambling and scams after illegally
entering border areas, and repat-
riating them to relevant countries
systematically in accordance with
the law, rules and regulations.

In doing so, 250 more illegal
© migrants, who were involved in
online gambling and scams in

illegally entering Myanmar from
some neighbouring countries
through border routes, were un-
covered today and combined
teams of relevant government de-
partments collected their personal
information and documents in a
day to repatriate them to relevant
countries as soon as possible. Se-
curity and Border Affairs Minister
of Kayin State Col Min Thu Kyaw
and officials inspected the proper
detention of foreigners, who are
ready for repatriation, and the
collection of personal information

and documents of foreigners who
were detained today before mak-
ing necessary coordination.
From 30 January to 5 March,
2025, a total of 4,242 illegal mi-
grants to Myanmar were detained
and 757 of them have been repatri-
ated to relevant countries through
Thailand in accordance with the
law, rules and regulations. The
remaining 3,485 foreigners are
ready for repatriation to relevant
countries and they are properly
detained.
100

Farmers complete harvest of monsoon paddy
in Mawlaik Township

Mawlaik March 5

Based on statistics of the Mawlaik Dis-
trict Department of Agriculture, the mon-
soon paddy planted during the monsoon
cropping season has been fully harvested
in Mawlaik Township of Sagaing Region.

This year, farmers in Mawlaik Township
cultivated monsoon paddy across 18,960
acres of farmlands. Harvesting began in
November 2024, and as of today, all 18,960
acres have been successfully harvested.

The average yield was reported to be 83.65
baskets of paddy per acre.

“Mawlaik Township successfully cul-
tivated monsoon paddy over 18,960 acres,
and now the entire cultivated area has
been fully harvested. We provided neces-
sary technical support and quality seeds
to ensure timely planting. Our team also
worked closely with farmers to assist them
throughout the growing season,” said Daw
Kywe Kywe Hlaing, Head of the Mawlaik

District Agriculture Department.

To ensure smooth and systematic farm-
ing, local agricultural offices collaborated
with farmers, providing technical assis-
tance, pest control awareness, and disaster
prevention measures. Efforts were also
made to ensure harvested rice reached
proper storage facilities in a timely manner.

Moreover, the Department of Agri-
culture and its staff implemented various
agricultural techniques to maximize yield

and crop quality. These included selecting
high-quality seeds, preventing pest infesta-
tions, applying proper fertilization tech-
niques, weeding and thinning practices, and
ensuring the effective use of agricultural
inputs.

With these efforts, the monsoon paddy
fields in Mawlaik Township have seen a
successful harvest, contributing to food
security and farmer productivity in the
region. 206
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Vice Chairman of State Administration Council Deputy
Prime Minister Vice-Senior General Soe Win delivered
a speech at the coordination meeting on the scrutiny of the

Union budget for the 2025-2026 fiscal year

WicezSenioriGeneral Soe Wln eliversia
2025;202’ fiscallyeary

Nay Pyi Taw March 5

The coordination meet-
ing on the scrutiny of the
Union budget for the 2025-
2026 fiscal year was held
this afternoon at the meeting
hall of the SAC Chairman
Office in Nay Pyi Taw. Vice
Chairman of Finance Com-
mission, Vice Chairman of
the State Administration
Council Deputy Prime Min-
ister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win, attended and de-
livered a speech.

The meeting was attend-
ed by chairman of the Union
Election Commission U Ko
Ko, Union Ministers U Win
Shein, Dr. Charlie Than and
Jeng Phang Naw Taung,
the Auditor General of The
Union Dr. Khin Naing Oo,
Deputy Minister U Min Htut
and officials. Union-level
dignitaries, Union Ministers,
the Nay Pyi Taw Council
Chairman, Deputy Ministers
and officials attended via
video conference.

First, Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Soe Win delivered his
speech, stating that the meet-
ing was convened to discuss
and finalize the scrutiny of
the Union budget estimates
for the 2025-2026 fiscal
year. This included the budg-

et estimates for the Union,
Regions and States, as well
as Union organizations and
ministries, before their sub-
mission to the Chairman of
the Finance Commission.
The state must ensure
that the budget for each fis-
cal year is prepared without
exceeding the deficit-to-
GDP ratio of 5 percent. A re-
view of the budget estimates
for the 2024-2025 fiscal
year indicates that several
ministries and organizations
responsible for generating
state revenue have fallen
short of their targets for vari-
ous reasons. Additionally,
unnecessary expenditure
requests have been submit-
ted, and some projects have
been proposed under the
assumption that they can be
completed. It has been ob-
served that the state's general
surplus typically emerges
only toward the end of the
fiscal year. This is primarily
due to the incomplete im-
plementation of projects and
the inability to commence
certain projects for various
reasons, including the return
of unspent funds.
Therefore, GDP is calcu-
lated based on both revenue
and expenditure. In the sec-

tion comparing the deficit
to the GDP ratio, if all the
revenue is not utilized for
expenditures, the GDP will
decrease in proportion to
the revenue and expendi-
ture imbalance. However,
if the ministries that need
to spend the funds can do
so early, the projects and
activities will be completed,
which will in turn increase
the GDP of those ministries.
This matter holds significant
importance. In this regard,
the Head of State issued
instructions during the Fi-
nance Commission (2/2024)
meeting, stating, 'We must
scrutinize the budget and
ensure responsible spend-
ing. There are requests that
are unnecessary, some made
for contingency purposes,
and others where funds are
requested without the ability
to implement the associated
projects. Therefore, through
thorough scrutiny of these
requests, the original budget
estimate could be signifi-
cantly reduced. Therefore, 1
would like to urge ministries
and union organizations to
scrutinize and submit budget
requests based on projects
that need funding and those
that do not.

The newly established
Industrial Development
Commission, Electricity and
Energy Development Com-
mission, and Agriculture
and Livestock Development
Commission—key drivers
of the country's economic
growth—will collaborate
with ministries formed by
the Prime Minister to boost
the economy, leading to
increased necessary expen-
ditures. Additionally, surplus
revenues will be allocated to
relevant ministries as need-
ed, significantly enhancing
GDP. As GDP rises, state
revenue will also grow.

Therefore, when submit-
ting the original budget esti-
mate and revised estimate in
the future, the Union-level
organizations and minis-
tries should submit them
only after calculating and
verifying the actual needs.
If we look at the situation
that has arisen according
to the findings of the Pre-
Screening Committee and
officials, it is found that the
ministries initially reported
that the deficit to GDP ratio
was 7.04 percent according
to the revenue and expendi-
ture budget. On this, the two
departments and three com-

mittees under the Ministry of
Planning and Finance scru-
tinized it and found that the
deficit to GDP ratio was 6.56
percent. On this, the Deputy
Minister and the team further
scrutinized it and found that
it was 5.85 percent. Next, the
Deputy Prime Minister and
the Union Minister for Plan-
ning and Finance scrutinized
it and found that the deficit to
GDP ratio was 5.24 percent.

At the final stage, the
Pre-Screening Committee
Chairman and important

! ministries jointly reviewed

the mandatory expenditures
and the budgeted GDP was
calculated based on the
budgeted budget for the
2025-2026 FY after deduct-
ing the expenses of unnec-
essary projects. As a result,
the deficit-to-GDP ratio can
be reduced to 4.74 percent
compared to the deficit. The
amount of money that does
not exceed 5 percent of the
deficit-to-GDP ratio can be
provided to the ministries re-
lated with the newly formed
three commissions and other
mandatory support topics,
depending on the need.

In addition, the budget
should include the cost of
preparing for and maintain-
ing natural disaster damage,
social protection expenses,
and education and health
expenses. After the prelimi-
nary screening commission
has completed its screening,
the Prime Minister may issue
additional instructions to
implement projects for the
development of the national
economy as needed, so it is
necessary to take precau-
tions to allow for approval.
Therefore, he said he would
like to ask ministries and
organizations to submit any
additional comments they

have regarding the revenue
and expenditure budget for
the 2025-2026 FY.

Then, the Secretary of
the Commission, Union
Minister U Win Shein, ex-
plained the status of the
verification of the Union’s
budget for the 2025-2026
FY, the budgets of the Union
for the fiscal year submitted
by departments and organi-
zations, the status of the min-
istries’ allocations to meet
the foreign exchange and tax
revenues to be received in
the fiscal year, Deputy Min-
ister U Min Htut explained
the status of the preliminary
verification of the Union’s
budget for the 2025-2026
FY, and the Auditor General
of the Union, Dr Khin Naing
0o, explained the processes
to be carried out for the audit
of the budgets of the Union.

After that, Union Min-
isters and officials from
Union-level organizations
discussed and presented
according to the respective
departments and organiza-
tions, and the Secretary
of the Financial Commis-
sion made supplementary
discussions.

Then, Vice Chairman
of the Financial Commis-
sion, Vice Chairman of the
State Administration Coun-
cil, Deputy Prime Minister,
Vice-Senior General Soe
Win coordinated the discus-
sions and requested that
ministries should submit
requests for expenditures
only after systematic scru-
tiny. In addition, ministries
and organizations must work
to fully obtain the available
funds and scrutinize the use
to ensure that there is no
waste, and the meeting was
adjourned.

100

Major U.S.

Los Angeles March 5

Major retailers in the
United States warn of im-
minent price hikes, particu-
larly on farm produce, after
President Donald Trump's
25 percent tariffs on Mex-

retailers warn of price hikes as Trump tariffs take effect

ico and Canada took effect
Tuesday.

Target Corporation, one
of the country's largest re-
tailers, cautioned that the
new tariffs on Mexican
imports could drive up pro-

duce prices in the coming
days.

Speaking to CNBC
on Tuesday, Target CEO
Brian Cornell emphasized
the company's reliance on
Mexican produce during the

winter months. He warned
that the tariffs could force
price increases on fruits
and vegetables as soon as
this week, with items like
strawberries, avocados and
bananas likely to be af-

fected.

On the same day, Target
released its fourth-quarter
and full-year 2024 finan-
cial results. The compa-
ny reported a 1.5 percent
increase in total compa-

rable sales for the fourth
quarter, despite a 0.5 per-
cent decline in compara-
ble store sales and an 8.7
percent increase in digital
sales.

Xinhua
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. Union Minister l'or Investment and Foreign Economic
Relations, at “Myanmar-Russia Business Forum”
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