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Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
addresses launching ceremony of MMQR, national

The launching ceremony
of MMQR, the national QR
standard for digital payments
in Myanmar, was held at Jade
Hall of MICC1 this morning,
addressed by Chairman of
State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present at the cer-
emony together with the Sen-
ior General were Joint SAC
Secretary General Ye Win Oo,
SAC members, union level
dignitaries, union ministers,
the Nay Pyi Taw Council
chair, senior military officers
from Office of Commander-
in-Chief, the Nay Pyi Taw
Command commander, dep-
uty ministers, ambassadors
of diplomatic missions in
Myanmar, members of the
board of directors of Central
Bank of Myanmar, invited
heads of department and offi-
cials, chairs and secretaries of
associations and banks, distin-
guished guests from financial
institutions and technology
companies, and officials.

First, the Senior General
inaugurated the ceremony by
pushing a button.

In his address, the Senior
General said it is a pleasure to
announce the availability of
the Myanmar QR (MMQR)
that ensures convenient and
faster payments in accord with
the national OR standard and
that meets international stand-
ard, for public use beginning
today. It is also a milestone
that marks the success of a
payment system that is im-
portant in the financial sector
of Myanmar.

The Central Bank of My-

anmar is an institution that

is mainly responsible for
the country’s financial pay-
ment system development.
Hence, it is in the constant
process of developing Myan-
mar payment system with the
times, conducting payments
in accord with international
standard, ensuring secure
and quick money transfers
in everyday life of the public
and public inclusiveness in
monetary system, promoting
the application of digital pay-
ment system, while reducing
the use of cash, and facilitat-
ing trade, investment and
tourism services and foreign
remittances.

As regards the develop-
ment of Myanmar’s payment
system, the country set up
the Myanmar payment board
with the involvement of state-
owned and private banks in
2011 for infrastructure devel-
opment. Later, it introduced
the systematic use of interna-
tional payment cards, in addi-
tion to debit cards and credit
cards, issued by local banks.
In 2016, the Central Bank of
Myanmar established a pay-
ment network for the banks
and arranged the settlement
of large tax payments through
domestic banks.

Alongside the increase
in domestic mobile phone
use, financial services must
be available for the people
outside the areas of banking
services. In this regard, the
Central Bank of Myanmar
issued laws, rules and regula-
tions, directives and orders for
mobile banking services, in-
ternet banking business, mo-
bile financial operations and

services, mobile businesses,
and payment service provid-
ers for broadening the scope
of digital payment methods
till reaching the grassroots.
The bank also permitted con-
ducting remittances for me-
ter bills, taxes, civil servant
salaries, premium payments,
micro loan payments and
collections.

The aim of the national
payment strategy calls for
a system that will develop
digital banking services and
that ensures a faster con-
nection between the diverse
mobile banking services. The
application of MMQR is for
the establishment of bilat-
eral connections by using the
Myanmar national standard
procedures.

The integration of various
QR codes from different pay-
ment systems within the coun-
try will enhance convenience
for users. This initiative aims
to facilitate seamless and low-
cost retail payments, making
everyday transactions faster
and more efficient. There-
fore, it is essential to educate

users on the procedures for

making transactions through
Myanmar QR (MMQR) to
ensure they clearly under-
stand and can use the system
effectively.

By using Myanmar QR
(MMQR), both unbanked
individuals and those already
using banking services will
have greater access to the
financial system and a wider
range of financial services.
It will also help reduce the
reliance on cash transactions.
In addition, the integration
of different bank accounts,

e
= e ",

.a;nationangR*:‘sandardifor digital
N —— T —

e

digital mobile wallets, and
payment systems will stream-
line financial management
for both merchants and users,
making transactions faster,
easier, and less complicated.

Myanmar QR (MMQR)
can be utilized for a wide
range of business activities,
including government pay-
ments, taxes, utility bills
such as electricity, tourism,
civil servants' salaries, pen-
sions, small businesses, petrol
stations, private hospitals,
schools, and consumer goods
sales. This will allow a wide
range of businesses across

various sectors to participate,
facilitating an easy, fast, and
streamlined payment system.

In Myanmar, the Central
Bank has established a na-
tional standard, the Myanmar
QR (MMQR), which will
facilitate smooth and secure
international financial trans-
actions and money transfers,
aligning the country with
global standards. It is also

a system that promotes the
development of the country’s
digital economic infrastruc-
ture. With the advancement
of technology, while it is now
possible to offer systematic
and convenient services, it is
equally important to imple-
ment effective monitoring
and supervision to prevent
online fraud.

The successful launch of
the Myanmar QR (MMQR)
digital payment connection
system is a great source of
pride, marking a significant
development in the payment
sector, made possible through

the leadership of the Central
Bank of Myanmar and the
collaborative efforts of rel-
evant organizations. He fur-
ther urged making concerted
efforts to develop payment
systems that align with mod-
ern advancements, strengthen
the country's financial sector,
and contribute to the support
of the national economy in
various ways.

Then, Daw Than Than
Swe, the Governor of the
Central Bank of Myanmar,
explained the status of the
implementation of MMQR,
the National QR Stand-
ard for Myanmar's digital
payments.

Afterwards, the Senior
General and the attendees
of the ceremony watched a
documentary video showcas-
ing the stages of development
of Myanmar's digital payment
system, along with the process
steps and benefits of MMQR.

Then, the Senior General
was presented with a com-

mDI

) I'MMg CELEMOoILY:
memorative gift by the Gov-
ernor of the Central Bank of
Myanmar to mark the launch
of MMQR, the National QR
Standard for Myanmar's digi-
tal payments.

Afterwards, the Senior
General and the attendees of
the ceremony took documen-
tary photos and toured the ex-
hibits, showing interest in the
MMQR payment methods.100
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Vice Chairman of SAC Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe Win addresses coordination
meeting (1/2025) of Illegal Trade Eradication
Steerlng Commlttee

Nay Pyi Taw February 27

The Coordination Meet-
ing of the Illegal Trade Eradi-
cation Steering Committee
(1/2025) was held this af-
ternoon at the Conference
Hall of the Ministry of Com-
merce in Nay Pyi Taw. The
meeting was attended by
the Chairman of the Illegal
Trade Eradication Steering
Committee Vice Chairman
of the State Administration
Council Deputy Prime Min-
ister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win, who delivered an
opening speech.

The meeting was also at-
tended by Union Ministers U
Win Shein, Lt-Gen Tun Tun
Naung, U Tun Ohn, Deputy
Ministers, the Chairman of
the Revenue Appellate Tri-
bunal, members of the Nay
Pyi Taw Council, Perma-
nent Secretaries, Directors-
General, and representatives
from various organizations.
Additionally, the Chairper-
sons of the Special Task
Forces for combating ille-
gal trade from regions and
states participated via video
conferencing.

In his opening remarks,
the Vice-Senior General
stated that the Illegal Trade
Eradication Steering Com-
mittee has been established
to effectively combat ille-
gal trade, and coordination
meetings have been held 18
times so far. During the pre-
vious 17 meetings, 589 deci-

L5 --ﬂg'._ i
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sions were made and imple-
mented. From January 2022
to January 2025, over 19,000
cases were seized, with an
estimated value exceeding
458 billion kyats. However,
when comparing the trade
discrepancies with neighbor-
ing countries, the amount
seized is still significantly
low, indicating the need for
more effective enforcement.
He emphasized that the Spe-
cial Task Forces for Combat-
ing Illegal Trade in regions
and states must be fully
aware of the specific routes
within their jurisdictions and
conduct regular inspections
and seizures day and night.
Collaboration with security
forces will further enhance
the effectiveness of these
operations.

Furthermore, during the
opening ceremony of the
Union-level MSMEs Prod-
uct Exhibition and Com-
petition held on February
12, 2025, the Prime Min-
ister instructed the Chief
Ministers of regions and
states to strictly enforce the
identification and prosecu-
tion of unlicensed vehicles,
including those involved in
administrative and security
roles. He also emphasized
the need to crack down on
illegal motorcycles and the
import and export of illegal
goods, which significantly
harm the nation. The Special
Task Forces for Combating

by

Illegal Trade in regions and
states must prioritize and
implement these directives.

During the period of
December 2024 and January
2025, the Customs Depart-
ment recorded the highest
number of seizures, with
the Sagaing Region leading,
followed by the Manda-
lay Region and the Yangon
Region. In terms of prod-
uct categories, unlicensed
vehicles and illegal goods
transport vehicles accounted
for the majority of seizures,
followed by industrial raw
materials and investment-
related goods.

In 2024, the highest
value of seizures occurred
in December, amounting to
44.183 billion kyats. Com-
paring annual seizure values,
65 billion kyats were seized
in 2022, over 135 billion ky-
ats in 2023, and 223 billion
kyats in 2024. This progress
is attributed to the efforts
of all responsible officials.
However, when compared to
the trade discrepancies with
neighboring countries, there
is still a significant need for
more effective enforcement.
Officials must intensify their
efforts to ensure that the
value of seizures matches
the import and export dis-
crepancies.

Regarding global data
on illegal trade, the World
Bank reported that in 2024,
the estimated global GDP

was 105 trillion US dol-
lars, with illegal trade and
money laundering causing a
loss of up to 2.6 trillion US
dollars. Cross-border crimes
accounted for 2.2 trillion
US dollars, bribery for 1
trillion US dollars, drug traf-
ficking for over 500 billion
US dollars, counterfeiting
and smuggling for 500 bil-
lion US dollars, environ-
mental crimes for 258 bil-
lion US dollars, and human
trafficking for 150 billion
US dollars.

Illegal trade contributes
to corruption, violence,
criminal activities, and the
financing of terrorism, lead-
ing to instability and under-
mining peace and security.
For example, the current
issues of online fraud (Tel-
ecom Fraud) in border areas,
along with gambling, human
trafficking, armed attacks,
and other crimes, threaten
security and stability. This
highlights the need for more
decisive action against il-
legal trade. Additionally,
the negative impacts of il-
legal economies include
undermining democracy,
weakening the rule of law,
and significantly affecting
the nation's long-term stabil-
ity and economic develop-
ment. These issues also lead
to human rights violations
and loss of employment
opportunities. Therefore,
it is imperative to inten-

sify efforts to combat illegal
trade.

It is difficult to control
illegal entry and exit points
along the country's long bor-
der due to its geographical
location. Similarly, illegal
smuggling routes are also
used to enter the country. It
is very difficult to control
them. However, there are
key routes and points along
the long border that can
control entry points. If the
staff on duty at these points
are loyal, honest, compas-
sionate and have a spirit of
contributing to the country's
economy, no matter what the
illegal route, more illegal
goods can be detected. Simi-
larly, in addition to exporting
illegal goods through border
gates, they are also stored
and distributed in ware-
houses near border gates. It
is necessary for the relevant
officials to identify, arrest
and take action against such
activities.

Illegal goods pose a
special threat to the coun-
try's health, economy and
the future development of
the youth. Illegal exporters
are stealing the country's
resources, Importing and
exporting of goods and ser-
vices is causing ecological
damage, especially the MS-
ME:s that support our coun-
try's economy on one hand,
and local entrepreneurs are
working hard to support
them. If illegal goods, il-
legally imported raw ma-
terials, and poor-quality
products are imported and
compete in the market, all
our local entrepreneurs will
not be able to compete.
Therefore, by strictly com-
bating illegal trade, we will
not only help the country's
economy but also help ethnic
MSME entrepreneurs, and
we want officials to under-
stand and increase the fight
against illegal trade.

We want officials in the
regions and states to under-
stand that combating illegal
trade is broader than just

preventing smuggled goods,
and to lead and organize
their employees to do so.
Since tax collection plays a
key role in national develop-
ment, business owners need
to pay their taxes in full
and conduct regular trade
in order to play their part in
national development. The
public should also be more
widely educated and organ-
ized to report illegal trade
responsibly and correctly
when they become aware
of it. The effective work
of combating illegal trade,
including prevention and
inspection in trade routes,
is aimed at protecting entre-
preneurs who are engaged in
regular trade and MSMEs in
the country. Business owners
need to be widely educated
and organized to cooperate.

In combating illegal
trade, accurate information,
information security, and
safety for informants are
important. Only by building
the information obtained and
organizing for security and
working together in unity
can the goal be achieved.
The financial benefits of re-
porting illegal exports have
been shared between the in-
formant and the person who
made the arrest. It is neces-
sary to conduct awareness-
raising activities through
state-owned newspapers,
TV and radio stations, and
private news outlets to in-
form the public about the
increase in the number of
correct reports. In addition,
it is requested that the rel-
evant organizations in the
regions and states be aware
of the safety of informants
and provide support.

The special teams for
combating illegal trade
should be instructed to take
necessary measures in ad-
vance to avoid unnecessary
delays and traffic jams at the
trade posts, inspection posts,
and security gates opened
in the relevant regions and
states.

See Page 14
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187 more illegal migrants to Myanmar detained

galimigrants?

Nay Pyi Taw February 27

Foreigners who are in-
volved or control online
scam and gambling op-
erations are being cracked
down through trilateral co-
operation among Myanmar,
China and Thailand.

In doing so, 187 more
foreigners who illegally
entered Myanmar through
border routes from neigh-
bouring countries including
Thailand and committed
online scams and gam-
bling in Shwe Kokko, Me-
htawthalay and KK Park in
Myawady in Kayin State

were exposed and detained
today.

Combined teams of rel-
evant departments have
collected their personal
information and documents
within a day to repatriate
them to relevant countries
as soon as possible and
Security and Border Affairs
Minister of Kayin State
Government Col Min Thu
Kyaw inspected the pro-
cess, met with responsible
officials and gave neces-
sary instructions on health,
accommodation, food, se-
curity and repatriation of

foreigners without delay
before coordinating neces-
sary measures.

From 30 January to 27
January, 2025, a total of
2,925 illegal migrants to
Myanmar were exposed
and detained and 757 of
them were repatriated to
relevant countries through
Thailand in accordance with
the law, rules and regula-
tions. The remaining 2,168
foreigners are ready for re-
patriation to relevant coun-
tries and are being detained
properly.

100

84 more Indonesian nationals involved in
telecom frauds, criminal activities repatriated

Nay Pyi Taw February 27

The government has
been cracking down on tel-
ecom frauds and criminal
activities effectively in co-
operation with international
organizations including
those from neighbouring
countries and foreigners
involved in them are repat-
riated to relevant countries
properly. Today, 84 Indone-
sian nationals were repatri-
ated through Myanmar-Thai
Friendship Bridge-2 to the
relevant country in accord-
ance with the law, rules and
regulations on humanitarian
grounds and in considera-
tion of friendship between
countries.

Security and Border Af-
fairs Minister of Kayin State
Government Col Min Thu
Kyaw and officials inspected
the process to ensure proper
repatriation.

Afterward, a repatria-
tion ceremony was held,
attended by the security
and border affairs minister,
Director Mr. Judha Nggraha
of Citizen Protection of
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Deputy District Of-
ficer Police Lt-Col Sermkiat
Kampira of Tak Province
Immigration Department
and officials, and respon-
sible officials transfer re-
patriation documents to
officials from the relevant

country.
The government has

been clamping down on

those who operate them
and are involved in online
scams and gambling reso-
lutely and combating them
in cooperation with interna-
tional organizations includ-
ing those from neighbouring
countries, especially through
the trilateral cooperation
among Myanmar, China
and Thailand, actively and
consistently.

Moreover, the govern-
ment has been taking meas-
ures to expose foreigners
who control online scam
centres behind the scene or
involved in them in order to

- -, Jk ' = | A
{Thelceremony forjrepatniationjofjlndonesianfillegallmigrantsis in'progress.

take effective action against
the offenders while cooper-
ating with others actively to

repatriate foreigners in trou-
ble for various reasons and
foreign human trafficking

victims to relevant countries
as soon as possible.
100

From Page 13

The Illegal Trade Eradi-
cation Steering Committee
needs to take measures to
seize illegal goods in order to
increase the country’s exports
and ensure the sustainability
of MSME:s. Similarly, the im-
port of illegal goods, such as
substandard consumer goods,
medicines, and food products,
poses a risk to consumers, so
we must protect the safety of
consumers. In addition, we
must effectively combat il-
legal trade to prevent loss of
state revenue.

In doing so, he urged the
members of the Steering Com-
mittee, as well as the special
members of the Illegal Trade
Eradication Committee in the
regions and states, employees
and the public to participate
in the activities. They need
to cooperate for the sustain-
ability of MSMEs’ manufac-
turing activities, the safety of
consumers and the prevention
of loss of state funds. In doing
so, the Steering Committee
and its members to work to-
gether with the special teams
in the regions and states to

make further progress in ar-
resting and combating illegal
trade that does not benefit the
state and the people, and to
work together to eliminate it
completely.

Then, U Min Min, Secre-
tary of the Illegal Trade Eradi-
cation Steering Committee
and Deputy Minister of Com-
merce, presented the progress
made on the decisions of the
Steering Committee Meeting
(5/2024) and the activities of
the Steering Committee.

Then, Director General
U Aung Thwin Oo, Head of

the Steering Committee Of-
fice Task Force, U Han Win
Aung, Director General of the
Central Equipment Statistics
and Inspection Department, U
Myint Thura, Director Gener-
al of the Department of Trade,
and Professor Dr Ye Myint,
Director General of the Food
and Drug Administration,
read out the orders submitted
to the Steering Committee’s
Work Coordination Meeting
(1/2025) on Combating Illicit
Trade.

Next, the members of
the Steering Committee, Un-

ion Ministers U Win Shein,
Lt. Gen. Tun Tun Naung, U
Tun Ohn, Chairman of the
Revenue Appellate Tribunal,
members of the Nay Pyi Taw
Council, Chairmen of the
Region and State Special
Committees on Eradicating
Illicit Trade, and officials,
discussed and presented the
findings of the analysis on
illegal trade, the seizure of
illegal controlled chemicals,
drugs, timber, vehicles, fuel,
food, medicine, and cosmet-
ics, the actions being taken
in accordance with the law

on these seizures, preven-
tion and control issues, the
comparison of exports and
imports, the flow of goods at
the trade posts, and the trade
situation with neighboring
countries.

Then, the Chairman of
the Illegal Trade Eradication
Steering Committee, the Vice
Chairman of the State Admin-
istration Council, the Deputy
Prime Minister, coordinated
the discussions and made
concluding remarks, and the
meeting was adjourned.

100

of innocent people.

Rublic Notice forElimination oft Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including
schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is
to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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