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Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects preservation
of Lawkha Tharaphu Pagoda and MaungO brick road

Nay Pyi Taw F ebruary 7

Chairman of State Administra-
tion Council Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing, ac-
companied by wife Daw Kyu Kyu
Hla, Joint SAC Secretary General
Ye Win Oo, SAC members, un-
ion ministers and wives, senior
military officers from Office of
Commander-in-Chief and wives,
the Mandalay Regin chief minister,
the Central Command commander
and officials, inspected preserva-
tion of Lawkha Tharaphu Pagoda
and MaungO brick road in ancient
city, Inwa, Mandalay Region this
afternoon.

The Senior General and wife
and party arrived at Lawkha Thara-
phu Pagoda and paid homage to

in ancient city, Inwa, Mandalay Region

Lawkha Tharaphu Buddha Image they should be restored in thelr Semor General and wife made cash feet and nine inches wide, and
in the brick chamber and offered original style. Systematic research donations for multiple sectors of its weight is 490.36 tons. Maha
must be done for leveling the pa- the pagoda. Members of the Pago- Lawkha Thingyit Pagoda was bult

flowers, water, lights. Afterwards,
they paid homage to Maha Lawkha
Thingyit Pagoda clockwise. The

age is placed. The Senior General
and party then inspected the pres-
ervation of religious buildings in
the pagoda compound. Officials
reported on the brief history of
Lawkha Tharaphu Pagoda and

Maha Lawkha Thingyit Pagoda ° ,

and renovation activities along the
past successive periods.

In response, the Senior General -

pagoda is located at the back of g‘*_.“ > :
W / -

the brick chamber where the Im-

b

]
-
L

said glass mosaics on the interior = §

walls of the pagoda are deteriorat-
ing because of their old age, and §

SeniodGeneraliMinVAungjHlaingfandiwifef DangkyubicyubHIa}
acceptialDhammaloifty

goda platform, proper drainage and
sustainability. Ancient religious
buildings need systematic protec-
tion and preservation. Meal offer-
ing passages also need restoration
and renovation according to their
original designs. Ancient works
and designs and ancient culture
and customs must be preserved
continuously. Arrangements will
be made to install solar power at
the pagoda and religious build-
ings for offering lights round the
clock. He also looked into other
requirements.

The Senior General signed the
visitor’s book of the pagoda. The

da Board of Trustees accepted the
donations and presented Dhamma
gifts to the donors.

King Hsinbyushin Taningan-
way, the ninth king of Nyaungyan
dynasty of second Inwa period
built the Lawkha Tharaphu Pa-
goda in AD 1730 (1092ME). As
the king passed way before the
completion of the pagoda, his son,
King Maha Dhamma Razadipati
Kyathapatay King Hantawadyyauk
continued the pagoda project. The
Lawkha Tharaphu Buddha Image
was built from a single marble
bounder. It is 27 feet nine inches
tall. Its cross-leg sitting part is 18

ct' fpreservatlon of, e/ Lawkha Tharaphu Pa

at the back of the brick chamber
in which Lawkha Tharaphu Bud-
dha Image is placed. King Sintgu
of Konboung dynasty built the
pagoda in 1140ME. King Hantha-
wady, son of King Mindon and
King Pagan renovated the pagoda.
Maha Lawkha Thingyit Pagoda
and the brick chamber collapsed
due to an earthquake in 1200ME.
King Mindon repaired the building
but he could not finish the work.
Dipa Ayemya Gyaung Sayadaw U
Nandathiri of Sagaing mountain
range renovated the buildings to
the present situation.

See Page 13
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SAC Information Team Leader clarifies government’s
efforts in combatting online scams and other criminal
activities, replies to questions on people’s military service

OEC = C, COmC. Ci
UCDQJ[O G@OQC:CD?:
L 0

0 el e
mmc:mm@qsqzmu.sak:smc
L 0

SA'¢jInformationfTeamtlicadeyMaj:GenyZawMinflun

Nay Pyi Taw February 7

Today, I will reply to questions
raised by media about efforts of the
government in combatting online
scams and other criminal activi-
ties and people’s military service
issues.

Myanmar government cooper-
ates with international communi-
ties in effectively combatting
online scams and other crimes. On
3 February this year, the Chairman
of the State Administration Coun-
cil Prime Minister instructed Un-
ion ministers and chief ministers
of regions and states to effective
take action against online scams
and gambling as the State faces
hardships due to these crimes at
the Union government’s meet-
ing. The Prime Minister also said
that the government is actively
cooperating with international
communities in eradicating the
criminal cases. He stressed the
need to strictly handle exposing
and taking action against those
who committed online gambling
and scams in addition to other
criminal cases. Moreover, the

Prime Minister emphasized all
need to follow his guidance to
take effective action against of-
ficials from relevant regions if
they are involved in the crimes
in addition to those who commit-
ted drug cases and other crimes.
With regard to combatting the
online gambling cases, a total of
61 persons—39 Chinese, one from
Kazakhstan, five from Indonesia,
one from Ethiopia, one from
Pakistan, one from Malaysia and
13 from India who were forcibly
trafficked to commit online scams
and gambling in Shwekokko and
KK Park near Myawady of Thai-
Myanmar border— were exposed,
and officials from Myanmar gov-
ernment, Myanmar Police Force
and Immigration Body handed
them over to officials from Thai-
land on 6 February 2025. Accord-
ing to the confessions, they were
lured through online to work at
computerized jobs and translation
employment with high salaries.
They initially arrived in Mae
Sot of Myanmar-Thai border via
Bangkok of Thailand from their

relevant countries. Representa-
tives from online gambling and
scam businesses took them ille-
gally crossing Thaungyin River
of Thai-Myanmar border and
forcibly ordered them to work at
online scams and gambling busi-
nesses in Shwekokko and KK
Park of Myawady.

Likewise, the government is
accelerating an operation to com-
bat criminal cases related to online
gambling and scams in the eastern
part of the northeast of Shan State.
On 5 February, acting on tip off
that scams and gambling are be-
ing undertaken, security forces
went to Mongha area of Mongyai
in Shan State and inspected the
region. They found seven build-
ings where scams and gambling
activities were conducted near
Nawnghan Village of Mongha re-
gion in Mongyai Township. Hence,
they combed the area and seized
arms, ammunition, 181 mobile
phones, 25 laptops, 21 desktops,
28 keyboards, two Wi-Fi devices,
two sets of StarLink internet com-
munication devices, solar panels,

and batteries used in online scam
and gambling processes.

At the same time, security
forces took security measures at
the site, southeast of Mongyai
Township but faced firing of five
armed insurgents who protected
the online gambling and scams.
So, the security forces counterat-
tacked them. In the incidents, some
casualties happened. In this regard,
seven Chinese males and one fe-
male, eight Myanmar males and
four females were arrested with
six arms. The area was combed in
detail on 6 February. At that time,
three more Chinese males and one
female who hide themselves in two
places, southwest of Mongkaung
were arrested. Moreover, the secu-
rity forces searched the southwest
of Mongkaung and arrested 18 Vi-
etnamese females, two Myanmar
males and 25 females, totalling 45
were arrested with 72 computers,
five Star Link internet devices,
79 assorted mobile phones, five
gaming machines and two vehi-
cles. Those arrestees will be under
necessary investigation and more
process will be conducted under
the work procedures.

Regarding online gambling
and scamming, the Myanmar
government issued a transparent
press release on 20 January about
the ongoing crackdown on online
gambling operations in border
areas. The SAC Chairman Prime
Minister instructed the government
organizations during a government
meeting, emphasizing that online
scams and gambling are not only
crimes against Myanmar citizens
but also crimes against human-
ity. The Myanmar government
stated that it will take decisive
action against these crimes in

collaboration with international
organizations.

For one more issue, he ex-
plained that after issuing the
People’s Military Service Rules,
malicious media and terrorist in-
stigators are working to mislead
and intimidate the public. Arrange-
ments have already been made to
allow extensive reading and study
of the People's Military Service
Law. It can be accessed on the
websites and web portals of the
Ministry of Defence, the Ministry
of Legal Affairs, the Ministry of
Information, Myawady web portal,
and the Myanmar National Portal.
Moreover, the Central Committee
for Summoning People's Military
Service has announced that inquir-
ies related to conscription, as well
as complaints about misconduct,
can be made through official chan-
nels. However, it also warns that
false reports or misinformation
will be investigated, and appropri-
ate action will be taken in accord-
ance with existing laws.

Furthermore, it has already
been updated to display the listed
phone numbers in that location.
Regarding this, reports have been
made from this area, leading to
investigations and action being
taken against misconduct. In ad-
dition, both the People’s Military
Service Law and Rules specify the
required ages for men and women.
Based on this, there have been find-
ings of threats directed at women.
What [ want to make clear is that
although the People’s Military
Service Law and Rules technically
include provisions for women to
serve, there is currently no plan to
conscript female people’s military
personnel.

100

From Page 12

Officials also renovated and preserved

them throughout the successive eras.
The Senior General and party

inspected the moat and wall of an-
cient Inwa and spoke of the need to
continuously protect and preserve
the ancient town and walls and re-

store the moat.

They then inspected the Maha
Zeyapahta-MaungO bridge and road
on the TadaU-Inwa road section. In

response to the reports of officials,
instructions were given to conduct
research on the pros and cons of
restoring the bridge according to the

original design and the original brick
road. After looking into the require-
ments, they observed the road in a

motorcade. 100

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Rublic'Notice forEliminationtof Viiolence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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The Myanmar Delega-
tion led by Dr. Wah Wah
Maung, Eminent Person
(EP) of Myanmar for the
High-Level Task Force on
ASEAN Community Vision
2045 and Deputy Minister of
the Ministry of Investment
and Foreign Economic Rela-
tions of the Republic of the
Union Myanmar attended
the 21 Meeting of High-
Level Task Force on ASEAN

Community Vision 2045
(21**HLTF-ACV) which was
held in Manila, Philippines
on 3 — 5 February 2025, ac-
companied by officials from
the ASEAN Affairs Depart-
ment, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Drafting sessions of
the High-Level Representa-
tives were also held on the
sideline of the 21 Meeting
of HLTF-ACYV and conclud-
ed the final reading with 100

Press Release
Myanmar Delegation attends the 21° Meeting of High-Level Task
Force on ASEAN Community Vision 2045 (HLTF-ACYV)

3 S February 2025, Phlllpplnes, Manila
T _- i-',%

percentage of completion of
the draft ASEAN Political
and Security Community
(APSC) Strategic Plan.

The 21 HLTF-ACV
Meeting was co-chaired by
Eminent Persons (EP) of
Malaysia and Philippines
as the permanent shepherd
Member State, and attended
by Eminent Persons, High
Level Representatives and
officials from ASEAN Mem-

?—ﬂﬂ

'

,.,.\3

| Commumty mm
v
\ ﬁ!

ber States, representatives
from Timor-Leste as well
as ASEAN Secretary-Gen-
eral and officials from the
ASEAN Secretariat.

At the Meeting, the
HLTF-ACV had an Inter-
face Meeting with the Chair
of the High-Level Task
Force on ASEAN Econom-
ic Integration (HLTF-EI),
Co-Chairs of the Ad Hoc
Working Group on Devel-

opment of ASCC Post-2025
. Strategic Plan and Chair of

| the ASEAN Connectivity

Coordinating Committee
(ACCC), Senior Officials
Responsible for Information
(SOMRI), and the respec-

4 tive pillars have updated

their progress in developing
their respective ASEAN
Community Vision 2045
strategic plans. The Meeting
exchanged views on the de-
velopment of the respective
strategic plans and effective
implementation.

During the Meeting, the
Draft Kuala Lumpur Decla-
ration on ASEAN Commu-
nity Vision 2045, set to be
adopted at the 46th ASEAN
Summit in Malaysia in 2025.
The Meeting also deliber-
ated on the Draft APSC
Strategic Plan of ASEAN
Community Vision 2045,
Institutional Strengthening
related Strategic Measures,
Cross-pillar Strategic Meas-
ures, and the Monitoring
and Evaluation mechanism
for the implementation of
Strategic Plans as well as

the development of Strate-
gic Plans by the respective
pillars.

The upcoming 22
HLTF-ACV Meeting sched-
uled to be held in March
2025 in Penang, Malaysia,
will delve into further dis-
cussions on the Strategic
Plans of the ASEAN Com-
munity Pillars. In addition,
the Meeting will address key
issues such as ensuring har-
monization among strategic
measures of the respective
pillars, avoiding duplication,
identification of lead sectoral
bodies and pillars to take
ownership for the implemen-
tation of strategic measures,
strengthening linkages and
coordination among sectoral
bodies as well as Monitoring
and Evaluation mechanisms
of the Strategic Plans. The
Meeting will also emphasize
on the timely conclusion of
the Strategic Plans for their
adoption at the 46" ASEAN
Summit in May 2025 in
Malaysia.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Dated, 7 February 2025

Kawlin District cultivates over
3,000 acres of summer paddy

Kawlin February 7

A total of 3,760 acres of
paddy have been planted dur-
ing this year’s summer crops
planting season in Kawlin
District, Sagaing Region, ac-
cording to the statistics of the
Department of Agriculture
for Kawlin District.

In the 2024-2025 sum-

mer crops planting season,
Kawlin District has planned
to plant 6,300 acres of paddy,
and planting has started since
January this year. To date,
3,474 acres have been plant-
ed in Kawlin Township and
286 acres in Wuntho Town-
ship, totaling 3,760 acres.
“We are working to en-

sure that the target acres are
met. We provide the farmers
with agricultural technology,
education on pest prevention.
We ensure that crops are not
damaged, and the harvested
paddy arrives under shelter
said U Win Thein,
head of the Department of
Agriculture for Kawlin Dis-

on time,”

trict.

In Kawlin District, farm-
ers growing summer paddy
are being provided with good
and clean seeds, technical
brochures, farmer educa-
tion courses and seminars to
improve per-acre yield and
achieve target yields.
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U.S. cannot withdraw from a body it no
longer belongs: UNHRC

Geneva February 7

The United Nations
Human Rights Council
(UNHRC) stated on Thurs-
day that as of Jan. 1, 2025,
the United States' term as a
member had ended, making
it ineligible to withdraw from
an intergovernmental body it
was no longer part of.

"For the record, the Unit-

ed States was a member of
the Human Rights Council
from Jan. 1, 2022, to Dec.
31,2024. Since Jan. 1, 2025,
the United States is no longer
a member of the Human
Rights Council and auto-
matically became an observer
state, like any of the 193
UN member states that are
not Council members. An

observer state of the Council
cannot withdraw from an
intergovernmental body it is
no longer a part of," Pascal
Sim, spokesperson for the
UNHRUC, said in a statement
sent to Xinhua

"As a matter of principle,
and in the spirit of multilater-
al dialogue that characterizes
the Council, we welcome and

encourage the engagement
of every UN Member State -
whether as a Council member
or an observer - in the work
of'the Council and its mecha-
nisms," the statement added.

U.S. President Donald
Trump on Tuesday signed an
executive order, withdrawing
the United States from the
UNHRC. Xinhua

South Africa to
deepen reforms
to drive inclusive
growth: president

Cape Town February 7
South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa said on
Thursday that his govern-
ment will initiate a fresh
wave of reforms to drive
inclusive economic growth
that benefits all citizens.
Ramaphosa made the
remarks when delivering
the State of the Nation Ad-
dress (SONA), under the
theme "A nation that works,
for all," on Thursday even-
ing at the Cape Town City
Hall before a joint sitting
of both houses of parlia-
ment. This marked the first
SONA under the Govern-
ment of National Unity
(GNU) formed after the out-

comes of the country's 2024
elections.

In the address, the presi-
dent outlined the task of the
government in implementing
the three strategic priorities
of the Medium-Term De-
velopment Plan: driving
inclusive growth and job
creation, reducing poverty
and tackling the high cost
of living, and building a
capable, ethical and devel-
opmental state. According to
him, the Medium-Term De-
velopment Plan was adopted
recently by the GNU, which
sets out a clear and ambi-
tious program for the next
five years.

Xinhua
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Operators of Illegal online gambling and scams
(Kyar Phyant) in Mongha area in Mongyai Township,
Shan State (North) detained, to be handed over to relevant
countries after launching necessary investigations

= T

Nay Pyi Taw February 7

The government has been active-
ly exposing and taking action against
crimes of illegal online gambling
and scam operations (Kyar Phyant)
in cooperation with the international
community. Moreover, authorities at
different levels in regions and states
are also exposing and taking action
against crimes including online
gambling and scams (Kyar Phyant)
resolutely so that their regions and
states are free from such crimes
while combined teams including
personnel of security forces are
launching investigations strictly.

In doing so, security forces,
acting on a tip that illegal online

gambling and scam (Kyar Phy-
ant) centres were being operated
in Mongyai Township, Shan State
(North), raided the township and
exchange fire with teams of guards
for Kyar Phyant operations in sur-
rounding areas to the southeast of
the township on 5 February. During
the fighting security forces seized
two bodies of guards for Kyar Phy-
ant and six assorted weapons and
detained seven Chinese men and

one Chinese woman, three Myanmar |

men and four Myanmar women.
Furthermore, seven buildings

used for Kyar Phyant operations | . - ] ey
| llegallonline gambling/and financial/fraud (Kyar/Phyant) operation:/Members arié§;t;gd a_n_d;'i_'tgnfs-
: = i ! ; == - < o g

= @

near Naunghan Village, 181 assorted
phones, 25 assorted laptops, 21

LB =

- S o P
male

I

; - :
| ‘Photo buildingsjusediforillegal{onlinefgambling:

fseized, -
S il B

P

- L7 - el = -

RS il = s - = |

" Arrested individuals (2 males, 25 females) totaling 27 people. . Pt

assorted deskops, 28 assorted key-
boards, two Wifi routers, two sects
of StarLink, electric equipment used
for Kyar Phyant operations and one
gun and five rounds of bullet were
also seized.

Moreover, eight Chinese men,
one Chinese woman, 18 Vietnam-

J ese women, two Myanmar men, 25

Myanmar women were detained and

and financial fraud (Kyar Phyant) operations.

72 computers, five StarLink sets,
79 assorted phones, five fish game
machines and two vehicles used for
Kyar Phyant operations in Mongha
area near Naunghan Village on 6
February. On 7 February, 12 Chinese
men were detained and one Alphard
and one generator were seized near
the village.

During the raids in Mongha

area in Mongyai Township from 5
to 7 February, a total of 81 suspects
including 27 Chinese men, two Chi-
nese women, totalling 27 suspects,
18 Vietnamese women and five
Myanmar men and and 29 Myanmar
women, totalling 34 suspects, were
detained.

Detainees in the cases are be-
ingsystematically investigateed and
measures will be taken to charge
them in accordance with the law and
to hand over foreigners to relevant
countries on humanitarian grounds
and friendship among countries.

The government has been in-
vestigatingm exposing and taking
effective action against illegal online
scams and plans are underway to
prevent and combat online gambling
and scams in border areas of the
country in cooperation with inter-
nationl community including neigh-
bouring countries and to continue
to expose and take action against

such crimes. 100
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