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A video message sent by State Administration Council
Chairman Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing to the

opening ceremony of the 53" Myanmar Health Research Congress
20 January 2025

Everybody, Mingalaba!

First of all, I would like to extend my
greetings and best wishes to all the distin-
guished guests attending today’s “53* Myan-
mar Health Research Congress,” wishing you
all peace of mind, good health, and prosperity
in every aspect.

The Myanmar Health Research Congress
has been held for 53 times to conduct health
research of Myanmar keeping abreast of other
countries.

The first congress was successfully held in
1965. During the early years of the congress,
only research papers were submitted. Howev-
er, starting from the health research congress
held in 1991, research poster exhibitions were
introduced. From the 2002 congress onwards,
subject-wise seminars were also incorporated,
making the congresses more impactful and
extensive.

Research findings based on solid and
reliable results emerging from health-related
research congresses are instrumental in formu-
lating modern and appropriate health policies
for the nation. They also play a significant role
in enhancing the effectiveness of healthcare
initiatives, ensuring accessible and quality
healthcare for everyone, and driving large-
scale processes aimed at improving overall
public health outcomes.

The theme for the 53rd Myanmar Health
Research Congress is reported to be: "Moving
forward to a healthy lifestyle and addressing
health risk behaviors." It aims to shed light on
the growing significance of non-communica-
ble diseases in the current context.

The Ministry of Health, in collaboration
with relevant ministries, effectively imple-
mented measures to prevent, control, and treat
diseases during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Currently, with the aim of controlling the rise
of non-communicable diseases, the World
Health Organization (WHO) is working to-
gether with the Department of Public Health,
the Department of Medical Services, the De-
partment of Human Resources for Health, and
the Department of Medical Research under
the Ministry of Health. They are conducting

SeniogGeneralVinfAungiHlaing{deliversfalvideoimessagelagthelopeninglceremonyg

the "STEP Survey 2024," a study to assess the
prevalence of non-communicable diseases in
Myanmar.

Especially, it is essential for our people
to maintain good basic health and live long,
healthy, and resilient lives. To achieve this, it
is necessary to promote the selection and con-
sumption of nutritious and health-conscious
foods, as well as to encourage health-con-
scious lifestyles and behaviors. This involves
advancing practical health research related to
these areas, widely disseminating the findings
to the public, and providing knowledge to raise
awareness.

Regarding traditional medicine, it is es-
sential to collaborate with senior traditional
medicine practitioners and the Department
of Traditional Medicine to conduct practical
research. This will ensure tangible benefits for
the public, strengthen the foundation of our
country's traditional medical practices, and
enable traditional medicine products to pen-
etrate the international market by generating
more reliable and robust research-based data.

It is essential to make decisions and
formulate health policies based on accurate
and reliable research findings. Therefore, re-
searchers conducting these studies must fully
understand the significance of their findings

and consistently adhere to research ethics.
This awareness and commitment are crucial
at all times.

In our country, it is essential to foster a
mindset of thoroughly exploring, studying,
and conducting research before undertaking
any activities. This means encouraging the
emergence of young people and intellectu-
als with a passion for research. We need to
take action to ensure the development of
individuals who are committed to research in
accordance with ethical standards. To achieve
this, efforts should be made to establish a
thriving research culture in the country, with
numerous researchers emerging. This includes
systematically reorganizing research advi-
sory committees and enhancing the structure
of research ethics boards as needed. Such
measures are necessary to promote the growth
and sustainability of a research-oriented
culture.

The organizing committee for the congress
has categorized the research papers submitted
into three systematic categories: fundamental
research papers, applied research papers, and
papers on social and healthcare systems. The
committee has reviewed and selected these
submissions to ensure they are suitable for
presentation during the congress. It has been

planned to present 54 research papers and
display 43 posters as part of the event.

It is known that the award selection
committee has reviewed and chosen the
best papers and posters from those submit-
ted to this conference, and there are plans to
present awards to recognize and honor them
appropriately.

In conclusion, I would like to express
my best wishes for success in these efforts to
conduct research.

- When conducting health research, pri-
oritize the public's benefit by improving
the overall health standards of the peo-
ple. Focus on basic healthcare improve-
ment, promoting healthy living and
nutrition, understanding the nature of
communicable and non-communicable
diseases, and taking proactive measures
for prevention. Increase practical re-
search, traditional medicine studies, and
international research collaborations to
advance these goals.

- The research findings should also be
shared with the public in a timely man-
ner through activities such as organ-
izing congresses, publishing research
journals, and releasing magazines, in
order to inform and alert the public
accordingly.

- Similarly, when the public attends and
receives treatment at people’s hospi-
tals, efforts should be made to ensure
the provision of care that guarantees
mental well-being, patient safety, and
high-quality medical services. Practical
research activities related to medical
treatment and hospital management
should be enhanced to achieve these
objectives.

- Through health research activities, may
we be able to adopt health policies
suitable for our country, ensure that
everyone has access to high-quality
healthcare, and work towards improv-
ing the level of healthcare in our coun-
try.

Thank you, all.

From Page 13

2,884 foreign citizens and information is
shared in real time to relevant embassies
and countries when something unusual takes
place. Under the Myanmar-China coopera-
tion, online scam centers were cracked down
twice in Muse in Shan State (North). The first
crackdown was carried out between 28 and 31
March, 2024 while the second one was con-
ducted between 23 and 26 September, 2024.

Those who are involved in online scams
and gambling are not ordinary people and
they are fugitives who committed crimes in
their relevant countries and lead gambling
operations. According to press releases of
the Information Team of the SAC, it was
learnt that "Chinese people do not cheat
Myanmar people and the latter do not cheat
the former. As a group of fugitives who
committed crimes and ran away from their

countries are scamming the both countries,
they and those who provide protection to
them will be exposed and action will be
taken against them."

Therefore, as those who commit online
scams and gambling target areas, where law
enforcement and administrative authorities
face difficulties and limits to fully control
due to regional instability, in cooperation
with self-interests seekers from armed

groups and related areas including some
ethnic NCA signatories, the government
has been exposing and taking action against
them resolutely in cooperation with inter-
national organizations. Regional organiza-
tions and citizens are urged to cooperate in
combating online scams and gambling as a
national duty by reporting information about
online scams to relevant authorities when
such information is received. 100

lives and property of the general public.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers, and
members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF”’ terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.
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Recently, illegal criminal
activities including online
gambling were occurring
in Myawady-Shwe Kokko
and KK Park areas in Kayin
State.

A gambling project was
set up in the Shwe Kokko
area in 2016 under the pre-
text of establishing business-
es for regional economic de-
velopment. Later it stopped
due to media reports and
news about the existence of
illegal businesses. Because
of the various armed groups
active in the areas and the
difficulties and limits for
rule enforcement teams and
administrative bodies to fully
control and govern the areas,
they were unstable and in the
adjoining areas self-seekers,
taking the situation as an
advantage, were commit-
ting crimes including online
gambling.

These areas were receiv-
ing electricity and internet
connection, the basic require-
ment for online gambling,
not from Myanmar, but from
the other country, and most
of the infrastructures and
investments were provided
by foreign organizations. On-
line scammers started their

mmmmm

togetherawith¥Thailo

News report on eliminating illegal
online gambllng at the border areas released

online frauds and gambling
in Philippines and Cambodia
in about 2015 and entered
Myanmar after 2019.

News about the transfer
of a Chinese citizen, Mr.
Wang Xing (film actor), who
went missing at Thai-My-
anmar (Myawady-Maesot),
border back to Thailand by
related organizations through
inter connections. According
to verifications, a Chinese
citizen connected Mr. Wang
Xing through WeChat of
a Thai-based art company,
GMM Grammy, and or-

shaven and ordered to do
online scamming. It was an
online scamming place and
there were about 50 Chinese
citizens. Later, he contacted
his family. Organizations
from the areas he was in-
volved in transferred him to
Thailand, which he entered
illegally, through No 34 gate,
Vansakhiranthaink village,

ganized him to work as an &

actor in Thailand. Hence,
Mr. Wang Xing arrived in
Suvarnabhumi Internation-
al Airport from Shanghai,
China, on 3 January by air.
Later, he arrived at a place on
the bank of Thaungyin River
(on Thai side) near Mae-
konkan village, Maesot, Tak
Province from Bangkok. He
was then taken to Myawady-
Shwe Kokko area (Myanmar
side) by boat.

He was sent to a build-
ing and was trained to be
skilled in computer typing.
There were about ten Chi-
nese citizens in the build-
ing. He was sent to a second
building where his head was

Gﬁﬂﬁm

ward 7, Thasaunglot town-
ship, Maesot, Tak Province
on 7 January. He was then
transferred back to China at
the Bangkok center to protect
victims of human trafficking
(Donmaung Center) on 10
January evening.

Moreover, three persons
including a Chinese citi-
zen, Mr. Cheng Xiao Ning,

Y
ﬁﬂ?ﬁmmiﬂll?l

were found near a bridge on
Friendship Road in Ward 5.
According to them, they ille-
gally entered Myanmar from
Thailand through various
connections in 2022-2023.
They were involved in an on-
line scamming business and
later they ran away from the

place as they were not paid.

Similarly, two illegal
Chinese immigrants, Mr.
Yin Jie and Mr. Huang Xi-

| ang, were found near Nat-

shinnaung traffic lights,
Bayintnaung road, Ward
4, Myawady. According to

“ them, they illegally entered

Myanmar through Maesot,
Thailand in 2023.
Basically, the online
scamming business needs
electricity, internet con-
nection, arms and ammu-
nition and buildings, and
the scammers got them
through other countries. The
scammers were not from
Myanmar and they were

Myanmar and it was found
that most of them illegally
entered Myanmar territory to
work for their personal inter-
ests by using neighbouring
countries including Thailand
as transits. However, al-
though they were illegal mi-
grants, the government has
conducted investigations in
accordance with the law and
handed them over to their
respective countries out of
considerations for humani-
tarian causes and friendship
between countries. When
foreigners who were com-
mitting online frauds and
online gambling by illegally
entering the country were
uncovered and the illegal
migrants who were exposed
in border areas such as Lauk-
kai, Muse, Tachilek and
Myawady and other bor-
der areas were handed over
to their relevant countries.
From 5 October, 2023 to
13 January, 2025, a total of

foreigners who sneaked into
it via some neighbouring
countries. The eradication
of online scamming and
gambling calls for collective
and positive involvement of
neighbours.

The government of My-
anmar is prioritizing the
prevalence of State peace
and stability and the rule of
law. But taking the current
situation in some border ar-
eas as an opportunity, some
foreigners with the involve-
ment of self-seekers from re-
lated sectors including EAOs
are extending online gam-
bling. So, the government is
paying serious attention to
exposing the illegal business
and transferring the victims
to their countries.

Investigations were con-
ducted to expose foreign-
ers who illegally entered

55,711 foreigners were hand-
ed over to their respective
countries including 53,388
foreigners to China, 648 for-
eigners to Thailand, 20 for-
eigners to Korea, 22 foreign-
ers to Laos, 1,149 foreigners
to Vietnam, 19 foreigners to
Philippines, 142 foreigners
to Malaysia, 21 foreigners to
China Taipei, two foreigners
to Singapore, one foreigner
to Poland, one foreigner
to Spain, 13 foreigners to
Russia, 38 foreigners to
Indonesia, three foreigners
to Uganda, two foreigners
to Egypt, three foreigners to
Cambodia, 96 foreigners to
India, 13 foreigners to Mo-
rocco, 29 foreigners to Ethio-
pia, 26 foreigners to Nepal,
three foreigners to Pakistan,
two foreigners to Northern
Ireland, one foreigner to
Kazakhstan, two foreigners

to Kenya, 60 foreigners to
Sri Lanka, one foreigner to
South Africa, one foreigner
to China-Hong Kong, two
foreigners to Sierra Leone,
one foreigner to Ghana, one
foreigner to Burundi and one
foreigner to Turkmenistan
while further investigations
are still underway.

The government has
formed committees to take
measures effectively to in-
vestigate foreigners who
were arrested for illegally
entering Myanmar in accord-
ance with the law, to take
legal action and file charges
against them and to expel
them to relevant countries
as soon as possible while
actively cooperating with
respective countries to hand
over foreigners who are in
trouble due to various rea-
sons and foreign victims of
human trafficking to relevant
countries as soon as possible.

From 2022 to 19 Janu-

ary, 2025, the government
received requests to help find
4,176 foreign citizens (3,415
males and 761 females) from
38 countries from Asia in-
cluding members of the
ASEAN, Europe, China and
South Africa through dip-
lomatic and INTERPOL
and police communication
channels. Up to 19 January,
2025, a total of 1,292 for-
eign citizens including 958
males and 334 females were
exposed and 1,284 of them
were expelled and handed
over to relevant countries
in accordance with rules
and regulations while other
eight foreign citizens includ-
ing five Vietnamese, one
Pakistani and two Chinese
are still left to be handed
over. Investigations are being
conducted consistently for
the remaining See Page 12
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