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- Japan, Malaysia Pledge to Strengthen
Economic, Security Tie by The Diplomat.

- Japan PM travels to Malaysia, for summit

talks by Kyodo News.
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Sagaing Township successfully harvests
3,125 acres of pigeon pea with
promising yields

Mm@sﬁﬁnam % 1k

Sagaing January 18
In the Sagaing Township

of Sagaing District, Sagaing
Region, the harvesting of
3,125 acres of pigeon pea,
planted during this year’s
monsoon cropping season,
has been completed, accord-
ing to records from the Saga-
ing Township Agriculture
Department.

This year, during the
monsoon cropping period in
Sagaing Township, pigeon
pea was planted on a total
of 19,752 acres. Harvesting
began in December 2024,
and as of today, 3,125 acres
have been harvested, with an
average yield of 16.89 baskets
per acre.

“This year, during the

monsoon cropping season,
over 19,000 acres of pigeon
pea have been cultivated
in Sagaing Township. Cur-
rently, the black gram fields
are being harvested, and over
3,000 acres have already been
harvested as of today. The
harvesting process is ongo-
ing. Efforts are being made
to ensure good crop yields.

Farmers are cultivating pi-
geon pea as a standalone crop
as well as an intercropped
plant,” said U Myo Thant
Aung, the head of the Saga-
ing Township Agriculture
Department.

This year, the Sagaing
Township Agriculture De-
partment has provided farm-
ers cultivating pigeon pea
with technical assistance in
selecting high-quality seeds,
adopting proper cultivation
techniques, managing pest
risks, and improving crop
yields.

To support farmers culti-
vating pigeon pea in Sagaing
Township, the Agriculture
Department has also pro-
moted cost-saving methods
by encouraging the use of
urea and lime mixture ferti-
lizers. This technique helps
reduce production costs while
ensuring pest-free crops and
healthy plant growth. 206

Israel issues list of 735
Palestinian prison-
ers to be released in

ceasefire deal

Jerusalem January 18

The Israeli Ministry of
Justice on Saturday released
the list of 735 Palestinian
prisoners set to be released in
the first phase of the ceasefire
deal with Hamas.

This initial phase, set to
commence on Sunday and
span 42 days, will see Israel
gradually release the prison-
ers as well as 1,167 residents
detained from Gaza. In re-
turn, Hamas is expected to
release 33 Israeli hostages
currently held in Gaza.

Israel said that many of
the prisoners on the list were
convicted of murder, such as
Ahmed Barghouti, who was
serving 13 life terms for the
murder of 12 Israelis, and
Majdi Zaatari, sentenced to
23 life terms plus 50 years

for facilitating a 2003 suicide
bombing in Jerusalem that
killed 23 people.

Also slated for release is
senior Hamas member Salim
Hajja, who was serving 16
life terms for involving in a
suicide bus attack in Haifa in
2001, in which 15 people were
killed, and Mohammed Naifa,
a senior militant in the Tanzim
militant faction, who was con-
victed of murdering 13 Israelis
and sentenced to 13 life terms.

The list also includes Za-
karia Zubeidi, commander of
Fatah's Al-Agsa Martyrs' Bri-
gades in Jenin, West Bank.

Israeli citizens, particu-
larly victims' families, are
allowed to petition the High
Court of Justice to chal-
lenge the release of specific

prisoners. Xinhua

Kidney bean planted on more than 1,700
acres of croplands in Indaw Township

Indaw January 18

Local farmers planted
1,785 acres of kidney bean
as cold season crops in In-
daw Township of Sagaing
Region, according to the
Indaw Township Agriculture
Department.

Local authorities ear-
marked 3,314 acres of kid-
ney bean in the township
in 2024-25 cold season but
farmers planted 1,785 acres
of crops against the target
cultivation.

U Thein Khaing, Head
of Indaw Township Agricul-
ture Department, disclosed:

“Local farmers have so far
planted more than 1,000
acres of kidney bean against
the target of over 3,000 acres
this cold season. Our depart-
ment provides quality strains

of crops, agricultural inputs ¥

and post-harvest technology
for local farmers to boost
per-acre yield of quality
crops.”

Officials from the Town-

ship Agriculture Department ‘_

raise farmer awareness to ex-
pand sown acreage of kidney

The crops planted in

S e

methods, and fetch higher

bean, boosting per-acre yield GAP system can have higher prices in the domestic and

of crops, and using GAP sys-
tem and quality seeds.

quality than other crops
planted in conventional

international markets.
206

Mawlaik Township cultivates over 2,000
acres of winter vegetables

Mawlaik January 18

A total of 2,629 acres of
vegetables have been planted
during this year's winter
crops planting season in
Mawlaik Township, Mawlaik
District, Sagaing Region, ac-
cording to statistics from the
Department of Agriculture
for Mawlaik District.

During the 2024-2025

winter crops planting season,
2,679 acres of vegetables
are planned to be planted
in Mawlaik Township, and
since October 2024, 2,629
acres have been planted.
“They planted mustards,
chilis, spices, potatoes, cab-
bages, and eggplants. We
provide technology to farm-
ers so that they can grow all

vegetables using the GAP
system. We are providing
farmers with techniques to
grow healthy crops with as
little chemical residue as
possible,” said Daw Kywe
Kywe Hlaing, head of the
Department of Agriculture
for Mawlaik District.

This year, the Township
Department of Agriculture

has provided technical train-
ing to vegetable growers
in Mawlaik Township to
cultivate using the GAP sys-
tem, techniques to make the
healthy vegetables produced
from the fields, and to en-
courage the vegetable grow-
ers to expand the cultivation
of vegetables.

206

French president
pledges support for
Lebanese army

Beirut January 18
Visiting French President
Emmanuel Macron reaffirmed
on Friday France's commit-

ment to supporting the Leba-

nese army, announcing plans

s | to establish a new training

center for Lebanese soldiers.

"France will establish a
new center to train 500 Leba-
nese soldiers," Macron said

% | during a joint press confer-
| ence at Baabda Palace with

Lebanese President Joseph
Aoun.

Macron highlighted
France's support for Leba-
non's sovereignty and its
leadership's efforts to ensure
the country's full control over
its territory.

He expressed France's

ﬁ,‘,;; E- 2
tErenchYbresidents
jjointApressfconterence
BlfebanonNont)an'y177)

at/Baabda

aspiration for the complete
withdrawal of Israeli forces
and for all weapons to be
under the exclusive control of
the Lebanese army.

"We will work to mobilize
the international community
to assist Lebanon across vari-
ous sectors," Macron added.

For his part, Aoun said,
"The world's confidence in
Lebanon must also be fully
restored because the true
and authentic Lebanon has
returned."”

Macron arrived in Beirut
on Friday for an official visit.

Upon his arrival, Macron
also met with Lebanese Prime
Minister Najib Mikati to dis-
cuss potential support initia-
tives for Lebanon.  Xinhua

Palacepin]
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Farmers finish harvesting of monsoon

paddy in Tamu District

Tamu January 18

The statistics of Tamu
District Agriculture Depart-
ment stated that a total of
48,716 acres of monsoon
paddy has been harvested
in Tamu District of Sagaing
Region.

Farmers planted 48,716
acres of monsoon paddy in
the district this monsoon.
They started harvesting of
crops in October 2024 and so
far have harvested all 48,716

acres of monsoon paddy,
yielding 81.13 baskets of
paddy per acre.

U Hla Myint, Head of
Tamu District Agriculture
Department said: “Local
farmers grew 48,716 acres
of monsoon paddy in Tamu
District. They have harvested
all acres of monsoon paddy
so far. Our department pro-
vided necessary agricultural
techniques and quality strains
of crops to farmers. Moreo-

growing paddy without any
difficulties.

In Tamu District, agricul-
tural officials raised farmer
awareness to apply advanced
agricultural techniques, pre-
vent pests, minimize loss
and waste of crops and keep

_ harvested paddy under shel-

ter in time.

Staff members from the
relevant township Agricul-
ture Departments in Tamu
District helped local farmers
use quality strains of paddy,
conduct surveillance of pests,

% weed farmlands, remove

ver, our department helped
local farmers grow monsoon
paddy in time.”

In Tamu District, farmers
from Myothit Township har-
vested 12,917 acres of mon-
soon paddy, Tamu Township
14,831 acres and Khampak
20,968 acres, totalling 48,716
acres.

This year, officials from
relevant Agriculture Depart-
ments cooperated with local
farmers in systematically

different paddy strains and
systematically use chemical
fertilizers.

If local farmers in Tamu
District produce monsoon
paddy to meet set per-acre
yield of crops, it will con-
tribute to local sufficiency
as well as export surplus
crops. Balanced supply and
demand of crops can help
stabilize prices of commodi-
ties. Hence, farmers need to
strive for boosting per-acre
yield of crops. 206

and robbing.

general public.

RubliciNotice
for? Eliminationlof

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,

the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDEF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Peanuts planted on more than 24,000 acres
of croplands in Mingin Township

Mingin January 18

Local farmers in Mingin
Township of Sagaing Region
have completed cultivation
of 24,101 acres of peanut as
cold season crops, according
to the statistics of Mingin
Township Department of
Agriculture.

In 2024-25 cold season,
Mingin Township earmarked
24,558 acres of peanut but
local farmers have so far
planted 14,101 acres of crops
against the target cultivation.

Daw Hayman Kyaw Win,
Head of Mingin Township
Agriculture Department ex-

plained: “This cold season,

local authorities earmarked

24,558 acres of peanut as
cold season crops but farm-

ers have grown 24,101 acres. &

They are trying hard to meet F5 e

the target cultivation. Peanut
plantations are thriving in the

township. Sown acreage of

peanut is on the rise yearly.”

Farmers use 1.5 baskets
of peanut seeds per acre and
cost more than K200,000 per
acre for quality seeds, labour
charge, fertilizers and pests.
But, the crops yield more
than 50 baskets of peanut
per acre.

This year, agricultural

staff make field trips to the
croplands for checking thriv-

ing crops, prevention of pests
and removal of weeds.
206

Wakema Township ships over 60,000 visses
of rohu fish to Yangon in December

Wakema January 18

Up to 69,000 visses of
rohu fish were shipped from
Wakema Township, Ay-
eyawady Region, to the Yan-
gon market during Decem-
ber, said Daw Ye Ye Tint,
fishery products whole-
sale center from Wakema
Township.

It is reported that only
50,000 visses of rohu fish
were sold from Wakema
Township to the Yangon
market during November,
and 69,000 visses of rohu
fish were sold from Decem-
ber 1 to 31.

“We are selling a lot
of fishery products to the

Yangon market. Compared
to November, we were able
to sell a lot more in De-
cember. We were able to
sell because of the demand
from Yangon. There has
been no increase in the price
of fishery products. We are
mainly selling fishery prod-
ucts by trucks because of the

convenience of road travel,”
she said.

Fishery product traders | e

from Wakema Township
purchase fishery products,
inspect the size properly,
and then sell most of them
to the Yangon market using
trucks.

KKL

Ridge gourds from
Myanaung Township
marketable in regions

Myanaung January 18

Demand is high in
trading of ridge gourds in
Myanaung Township of
Ayeyawady Region, said
Daw Swe Swe, a green gro-
cery trader in Myanaung
Township.

Trading of ridge gourds
started in Myanaung Town-
ship this season in the first

! | week of January 2025. The

domestic market demands

& | from 35,000 pieces to 55,000

pieces of ridge gourds per
day. It fetches K27,000 per
100 pieces.

Daw Swe Swe com-
mented: “Consumers and
merchants from other town-
ships demand to purchase
ridge gourds from My-

5 18

At @Rl S,

e 3 \4)

anaung Township. They
trade some 55,000 fruits
per day. The fruits of My-
anaung Township are high
in quality. Local people
can consume fresh fruits.
Due to high demand, local
farmers and traders have
chances to earn increased
incomes.”

Currently, seasonal vege-
tables including ridge gourds
are thriving in Myanaung
Township. Local farmers
prepare to expand sown
acreage of these crops in
order to meet the domestic
demand. As they sell do-
mestic crops, residents can
buy these fresh and healthy
vegetables at fair prices.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin
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