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New Year greetings extended by Chairman of
the State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on the occasion of

the New Year on 1

On this occasion of the New Year 2025,
I would like to extend my warmest greet-
ings to all national brethren residing within
Myanmar. May you all be blessed with good
health, peace of mind, and the fulfillment of
your aspirations.

Since taking the responsibilities of the
State, the State Administration Council has
envisioned the path forward for the nation
by setting visions, the Roadmap and objec-
tives. Through our steadfast efforts, we are
now witnessing significant achievements in
reaching our goals. This has been possible
thanks to the active and cooperative support
of our people. While the journey ahead may
bring challenges, difficulties, and obstacles,
I firmly believe that we can overcome them
through the united strength and collective
efforts of all of us.

Those who wish ill upon our citizens
have targeted various aspects of urban and
rural security and economic sector through-
out 2024, aiming to disrupt and destroy
them. These actions stem from ignorant
individuals whose deeds harm their own
communities and regions. They exploit
noble values such as ethnicity, equality, and
democracy, using them as a pretext for terror
acts that ultimately degrade their own people
and areas. We must work together to prevent
and put a stop to such actions.

We successfully enumerated the popula-
tion and housing census in 2024. Moreover,
we successfully hosted the fifth National
Sports Festival, laying a strong foundation
for elevating the country's sports standards.
We have also made significant progress in
the nation's development to a certain extent.
These achievements were made possible due

-~
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€

to the dedicated efforts of those who have
been working selflessly and courageously
for peace and stability of the State, defence,
non-disintegration of the Union, rule of law,
and strengthening of democracy. I would
like to express my deep respect and honour
to the heroic Tatmadaw members, Myanmar
Police Force members, people’s militia, war
veterans, civil servants and all citizens who
sacrificed their lives and limbs. These acts
will remain as part of our historical records
and serve as a testament to the enduring
patriotism and unity of our people. In our
country, armed conflict remains a challenge.
My aim is solely to resolve these conflicts
for the benefit of the nation and the people,
fostering a stable and peaceful environment.
This must be achieved through political
means that the people desire, including
dialogue and negotiation. These approaches
can establish stability and peace, while also

improving economic and social conditions.
However, while the leaders of armed groups
often claim to pursue democracy under
various pretexts, in reality, they are driven
by self-interest and continue to perpetuate
armed conflicts. Similarly, some ethnic
leaders, though speaking of federal rights
and ethnic rights, turn a blind eye to the
essence of democracy and instead work
toward the disintegration of the Union. It is
important to carefully balance what is desir-
able and feasible, and to act in accordance
with democratic principles for the benefit
of the Union. The inability to resolve armed
conflicts in our country is partly due to the
differing paths taken with various com-
mon objectives. To address these issues,
we all need to move forward resolutely
along the path of democracy through firm
spirit. I would also like to urge our people
to encourage armed groups to join the

January 20235

democratic path.

In this world, whether it’s a country or
a national, in order to survive and thrive, it
is essential to possess the ability to defend
oneself and to continuously enhance our ca-
pabilities. If we cannot sustain our lives and
our stability through our own efforts, it could
lead to a weakened sovereignty of the nation
and potentially result in subjugation to oth-
ers. To remain steadfast as an independent
nation and to avoid becoming subordinate
to others, all citizens of the country must
unite in solidarity. In times when the nation
faces threats, the Tatmadaw, which bears the
primary responsibility for national defence,
and the people must work together firmly.
With patriotism, unity, and unwavering
courage, we must protect the nation with
determination and strive for its long-term
stability and development.

As for me, I am striving to successfully
organize a free and fair election, which is
an ultimate goal of the State Administration
Council. Efforts are also being made to bring
the nation back onto the correct democratic
path. Therefore, I urge our citizens to unite
and actively participate in ensuring the suc-
cess of the election based on the patriotism
and national spirit demonstrated in 2024. Let
us all work together so that 2025 becomes
a year of victory for the people, reaching
the democratic goal all citizens aspire to,
and make this a testament to our collective
efforts.

I wish all my fellow national brethren of
Myanmar, to nurture mutual kindness and
work together for the benefit of the nation
and our people. Wishing you all a Happy
New Year!

Hezbollah threatens action if
Israel fails to withdraw by
ceasefire deadline

Beirut December 31

Mahmoud Qomati, depu-
ty head of Hezbollah's Politi-
cal Council, said on Monday
that Hezbollah would not
"remain silent" if Israel fails
to withdraw from Lebanese
territories by the end of the
60-day ceasefire agreement.

"Hezbollah is committed
to the 60-day ceasefire with
Israel for the sake of our
people. But we will not re-
main silent if Israel does not
withdraw from Lebanese ter-
ritories by day 60" Qomati
told Hezbollah-affiliated
Al-Manar TV.

"As for the agreement,
it is clear: either everyone
commits, or no one does,"
he added.

Qomati also ruled out
disarming Hezbollah, warn-
ing that such a move would
lead Lebanon into chaos. He
stated that Hezbollah could
not allow Israel's occupa-
tion of land or its construc-
tion of settlements without
resistance.

The ceasefire, brokered
by the United States and
France, came into effect
on Nov. 27, aiming to end
nearly 14 months of fighting

between Israel and Hezbol-
lah. The agreement requires
Israel to withdraw from
Lebanese territories within
60 days, with the Lebanese
army taking over security
control on the Lebanese-Is-
raeli border and in southern
Lebanon.

Despite the ceasefire,
Israel's military continues
to carry out daily airstrikes
in Lebanon, some of which
have resulted in casualties.
Israel said these strikes were
to prevent violations from
Hezbollah.

Xinhua

Feature: Small hands, big
dreams: Namibia's youth find
harmony in orchestral music

Windhoek December 31

With elegant strokes
of her violin, 18-year-old
Twani Fredericks fills the
classroom of the Youth
Orchestras of Namibia
(YONA) with captivating
melodies. Her journey with
the instrument embodies not
only a deep passion but also
the resilience required to
chase her dream in a country
where opportunities to study
orchestral music are limited.

"Learning orchestral
music here has shifted my
mindset. Playing the violin
brings peace to my heart.

I love it," said Fredericks,
who began her musical jour-
ney at age 11.

Fredericks is one of
the many beneficiaries of
YONA, which was founded
in 2016 to nurture artistic tal-
ents in Windhoek, Namibia's
capital. Since its inception,
the program has empowered
more than 600 children, ad-
dressing Namibia's gap in
training orchestra musicians.

"Our mission is to bridge
gaps and inspire hope, em-
powering children to build
a better future," said Gretel
Coetzee, YONA's director

and co-founder. She said that
orchestras in Namibia previ-
ously relied on musicians
from neighboring countries,
a practice YONA is gradu-
ally changing by nurturing
local talent.

Namibia's Minister of
Education, Arts and Culture
Ester Anna Nghipondoka
said programs like YONA
are important in fostering
young talent despite limited
resources, stressing that such
initiatives play a pivotal role
in unlocking potential and
shaping the futures of young
people. Xinhua
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Phaungpyin Township finishes cultivation of

more than 2,000 acres of sunflower
_—-__"

s

Phaungpyin December 31

The statistics of Mawlaik
District mentioned that a
total of 2,006 acres of crop-
lands have been placed un-
der sunflower in Phaungpyin
Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

Starting from October
this year, local farmers have
been growing sunflower on
2,006 acres of croplands
against the target of 2,436
acres of land.

Daw Kywe Kywe Hla-
ing, Head of Mawlaik Dis-

trict Agriculture Depart-
ment commented: “Local
authorities set a plan to grow
2,436 acres of sunflower in
Phaungpyin Township but
farmers planted 2,006 acres
of sunflower. They are striv-
ing for meeting the target

cultivation. Cultivation of
sunflower aims to reduce
import volume of palm oil
abroad. Sunflower produces
larger volume of oil than that
of groundnut and sesame.
Local farmers prefer to grow
sunflower in cold season

. rather than monsoon.”

Officials of Phaungpyin
Township Agriculture De-
partment conduct training
courses for local farmers
and agricultural staff to en-
hance their capacity of grow-
ing sunflower without any
difficulties.

Moreover, the depart-
ment arranges provision of
quality seeds of sunflower
to local farmers and sale of
urea fertilizers at fair prices.
Moreover, arrangements
are being made to exchange
quality seeds of sunflower
among farmers. 206

and robbing.

general public.

RubliciNotice
for Eliminationlof

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,

the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist

groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDEF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Homalin Township finishes cultivation
of vegetables on more than
2,000 acres of croplands

Homalin December 31

A total of 2,895 acres of
croplands have been placed
under vegetables in Holamin
Township of Sagaing Re-
gion, according to the Homa-
lin Township Agriculture
Department.

Local authorities ear-
marked cultivation of 2,850
acres of vegetables in the
township but farmers planted
2,895 acres against the target
cultivation in 2024-25 cold
season.

Daw Su Su Htwe, Head
of Homalin Township Agri-
culture Department stated:
“Farmers grew 2,895 acres of

vegetables exceeding the tar-
get of 2,850 acres in Homalin
Township. Farmers empha-
size cultivation of mustard,
chilli, spicy, potato, cabbage,
eggplant, cauliflower, Chi-
nese cabbage, ladyfinger and
other crops. Our department
helped farmers use GAP
system in growing crops
and raised farmer aware-
ness to produce healthy veg-

etables with least chemical §

residues.”
Officials of the Township

Agriculture Department con- 3§
ducted the training courses |

for local farmers to grow

vegetables in GAP system

and produce healthy crops as
well as expand sown acreage
of vegetables.

Thanks to thriving of
vegetable crops, local farm-
ers in Homalin Township
are convenient in operating
their livelihoods and earn

increased incomes for their
families. Officials of the
Township Agriculture De-
partment disseminate tech-
niques of making natural fer-
tilizers and pests with the use
of domestic raw materials.
206

More than 28,000 acres of chickpea grown
in ChaungU Township

ChaungU December 31

ChaungU Township Ag-
riculture Department stated
that a total of 28,402 acres of
croplands were placed under
chickpea in ChaungU Town-
ship of Sagaing Region this
year.

Local farmers started
cultivation of chickpea
on 28,402 acres of land
in ChaungU Township in
October this year against

the target of 28,630 acres
of land.

Daw Khin Myat Myat
Oo, Head of ChaungU
Township Agriculture De-
partment, said: “Local au-
thorities earmarked 28,630
acres of chickpea in the
township but farmers have
planted 28,402 acres of
crops against the target.
They are trying hard to
meet the target cultivation.

Sown acreage of chickpea
is on the rise yearly. Our
department provides qual-
ity seeds, inputs and post-
harvest technology for local
farmers.”

Local farmers choose
Yezin-8 and Yezin-11 strains
of chickpea suitable for the
region. They cost more than
K300,000 per acre of grow-
ing chickpea.

This year, departmental

officials cooperate with local | g

farmers in growing chickpea
with high yield strains of
crops, agricultural inputs
and other assistance in addi-
tion to trichoderma to boost
per-acre yield of crop.

Sagaing Region operates |

the largest sown acreage of
pulses and beans, and local
farmers grow beans as cash
Crops.

206

Myaungmya Township
finishes cultivation of
more than 4,000 acres

of winter paddy

Myaungmya December 31
A total of 4,520 acres
of paddy has been planted
in Myaungmya Township
of Ayeyawady Region, said
Daw Khin Htay Myint, Head
of Myaungmya District Ag-
riculture Department.
Township authorities
earmarked 113,115 acres of

i | paddy as cold season crops

in Myaungmya Township
this year but farmers have
planted 4,520 acres of paddy
from the first week of Oc-
tober this year. Officials
of the Township Agricul-

-4 | ture Department, Township

Administration Body, rel-
evant departments and local
farmers are joining hands
in growing summer paddy
without difficulties.

Daw Khin Htay Myint

disclosed: “Departmental
officials and local farmers
are trying their best to grow
summer paddy to meet the
target cultivation. Officials
manage supply of water to
the farmlands in summer.
Moreover, officials raise
farmer awareness to grow
paddy with high yield with
the use of quality strains of
paddy.”

Local farmers prefer to
grow 90-day, Theehtetyin,
Thai Baygya and 75-day
paddy strains in winter. Of-
ficials of the Township Ag-
riculture Department will
provide necessary assistance
for producing quality strains
of paddy, boosting per-acre
yield of crops, and prevent-
ing for farmers.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin
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