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Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing accepts
credentials of Ambassador of Cambodia to Myanmar

L= E = P i

Senior,General Min Aung Hlaing receives newly accredited Cambodian Ambassador.to Myanmar.

H.E. Mr. CHENG Manith.

Nay Pyi Taw December 20

Chairman of the State Admin-
istration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
accepted the Credentials from
the newly accredited Cambodian

Ambassador to Myanmar H.E. Mr.

CHENG Manith at the Credentials
Hall of the Office of the SAC

- § Chairman in Nay Pyi Taw at 10:00

am today.

They then cordially discussed
the enhancement of diplomatic
relations and friendship between
the two countries, areas of bilateral
economic cooperation, developing
mutual trade and further trade pro-
motion programs, tourism sector

development, cultural exchange
programs, holding of the 70th An-
niversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between the
two with full of essence, and further
programs for promotion of mutual
cooperation.

Afterwards, the Senior General
and the Cambodian Ambassador to
Myanmar posed for documentary
photos.

Also present on occasion were
Joint SAC Secretary General Ye
Win Oo, Deputy Prime Minister
Union Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs U Than Swe and Director-
General of the Protocol Department
U Zaw Tun Oo. 100

Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing accepts
Credentials from LPDR Ambassador to Myanmar

Nay Pyi Taw December 20

Chairman of the State Admin-
istration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
accepted the Credentials from the
newly accredited Ambassador of
Lao People’s Democratic Republic
to Myanmar H.E. Mr. Bounphieng
CHANTHAVONG at the Creden-
tials Hall of the Office of the SAC
Chairman in Nay Pyi Taw at 10:30
am today.

They then cordially discussed
the improving friendship and co-
operation between the two good
friendly neighbours, Myanmar and
Laos, possible areas for extending
border, enhancement of people-to-

people friendship through cross-
border activities on both sides of
the friendship bridge, mutual trade
promotion, extension of direct
flights to develop tourism, and
scholarship and cultural exchange
programs.

Afterwards, the Senior Gen-
eral and the LPDR Ambassador to
Myanmar posed for documentary
photos.

Also present on occasion were
Joint SAC Secretary General Ye
Win Oo, Deputy Prime Minister
Union Minister for Foreign Affairs
U Than Swe and Director-Gen-

eral of the Protocol Department S

U Zaw Tun Oo. 100

-- The Bank of Japan (BOJ)

Roundup: Latest moves of global central banks amid
U.S. Fed's caution on rate cuts

on Thursday decided to keep
its key short-term rate on hold
at around 0.25 percent at the

Beijing December 20 move, while indicating fewer cuts on rate cuts has disappointed mar- ahead. end of a two-day policy meet-

The U.S. Federal Reserve cut next year and raising its inflation kets and traders, leaving investors The following are the latest ing, as widely expected by the
interest rates a quarter-point on outlook. struggling to evaluate how it would moves of some central banks market.

Wednesday in a widely-anticipated The Fed's more cautious stance affect global interest rates looking around the world: Xinhua

RubliciNoticeforElimination oféViolence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is
to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
of innocent people.
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SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing attends closing ceremony of
Fifth National Sports Festival 2024

i A \ L L] A WL Ly
gootba”-to namentiofithe2024yNational!SpontsiEestiyal®

Nay Pyi Taw December 20

Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing delivered an ad-
dress at the closing ceremony
of the Fifth National Sports
Festival 2024 at Wunna
Theikdi Stadium in Nay Pyi
Taw this evening.

Also present at the cer-
emony were Daw Kyu Kyu
Hla, wife of the Senior Gen-
eral, Vice Chairman of the
State Administration Council
Deputy Prime Minister Vice-
Senior General Soe Win and
his wife Daw Than Than
Nwe, Council Secretary Gen-
eral Aung Lin Dwe and his
wife, Council Joint Secretary
General Ye Win Oo and his
wife, council members and
their wives, union ministers,
union-level dignitaries and
their wives, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council Chairman, senior
Tatmadaw officers from the
Office of the Commander-in-
Chief, the commander of Nay
Pyi Taw Command, deputy

ministers, members of Olym-
pic Committee, presidents,
vice presidents and members
of Myanmar sports federa-
tions, guests, administrators,
coaches and athletes from
sports contingents of minis-
tries, regions and states, Tat-
madaw members, ministerial
staff, artistes from literary,
music, motion pictures and
theatrical arenas, students
and sports fan people.

Before the ceremony,
famous vocalists performed
song entertainment.

The Senior General, his
wife and guests watched the
final match between Ministry
of Planning and Finance and
Ministry of Construction in
the football tournament of

the 2024 National Sports

General, his wife and party
enjoyed the song entertain-
ment “Revitalization of Atar
Thingyan as traditional herit-
age” to mark the recognizing
the Myanmar’s traditional
Atar Thingyan festival as the
World’s intangible cultural
heritage list.

Festival. In the match, the i

Ministry of Construction
clinched the title with a 1-0
win over the opponent in the
87" minute.

After the football match,
the closing ceremony of the
festival followed. The Senior

Next, a video clip titled
“enhancing the sports to safe-
guard the State” highlight-
ing the 2024 Fifth National
Sports Festival was screened.

Athletes from the sports

teams of ministries, regions
and states took positions in
the stadium.

At the awarding for the
football tournament, SAC
members General Nyo Saw,
Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, General
Maung Maung Aye, Admiral
Tin Aung San and General

Mya Tun Oo presented best
player awards for goalkeeper,
defender, mid-fielder, for-
warder and the player of
the tournament to relevant
athletes respectively.

Council Joint Secretary
General Ye Win Oo pre-
sented individual medals and
mascots to players from the
third-prize winning Ministry
of Cooperatives and Rural
Development while Secre-
tary General Aung Lin Dwe
gave individual medals and

mascots to players from the
second-prize winning Minis-
try of Planning and Finance.

The Vice-Senior General
awarded players of the first
prize-winning Ministry of
Construction with individual
medals and mascots.

The Senior General
presented championship
trophies to Champion Ay-
eyawady Region team in
the Inter-State and Region
parasports competition,
Champion Yangon Region
team in the Inter-State and
Region sports competition
and Champion Ministry of
Defence team in the Inter-
Ministry sports competition,
respectively.

Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing stated in his speech
that the Fifth National Sports
Festival, which began on De-
cember 2, has been success-
fully completed. The event
involved 6 sports categories
for Union-level organizations
and ministries, 23 sports cat-

egories for competitions in
Nay Pyi Taw, states, and re-
gions, and 4 sports categories
for disabled athletes at the
state and regional level. Over
10,000 athletes, officials,
coaches, referees, and jurors
participated in the event. This
year’s festival, like previous
national sports festivals, saw
widespread participation.

In this sports festival,
the meetings between ethnic
brothers and sisters from the
Union ministries, Nay Pyi
Taw Council, and states/re-
gions were not just ordinary
gatherings; they were based
on a spirit of sportsmanship,
fairness, and mutual respect.

See Page 14
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Thus, this festival not only
showcased national unity but
also exhibited the strength,
unity, and peaceful stability
of the nation. It was a dem-
onstration of the collective
resilience and vitality of the
Myanmar people.

In this national sports fes-
tival, the speech addressed the
citizens of Myanmar, empha-
sizing that all citizens, living
together within Myanmar,
are performing their duties
for the benefit of the country
and the people according
to their respective fields.
The festival highlighted the
deep love and loyalty citizens
have for their country. Win-
ning medals and raising the
national flag on the global
stage brings more honor than
any personal recognition, as it
elevates both the sport and the
nation’s honor, strengthening
the spirit of Myanmar and
defending the nation. The fes-
tival contributes to developing

{1

he fina fool art ots ol eétto S

patriotism and pride among
the citizens, inspiring them to
serve their country.

At this time, Myanmar
faces both domestic and in-
ternational threats and chal-
lenges. Many small but stra-
tegically important countries
around the world are facing
similar situations, and it is
important for the people,
government, and military to
unite and protect the country.
The speech emphasized rec-
ognizing and honoring the
military personnel, Myan-
mar Police Force members,
and civil servants who have
been serving their duties for
their country and people
amid such difficulties. The
successful organization and
gathering of this National
Sports Festival, which will
enhance national unity, re-
silience, and the strength of
the spirit, was made possible
because of the presence of
heroes who are safeguard-
ing and protecting our coun-

try. Therefore, we would like
to specially acknowledge
and honor all the military
personnel, members of the
Myanmar Police Force, civil
servants, and other good-
hearted citizens who have
given their lives in defence
of our country, our people,
and our citizens.

We would like to express
our sincere gratitude and ap-
preciation to the individuals
from various sectors who
supervised and organized this
grand event, as well as those
who contributed to the open-
ing and closing ceremonies,
ensuring they were conducted
at the national level with
dignity and decorum. Our
thanks extend to the Union
ministries, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council, the state and regional
government teams, staff, art-
ists, students, and the sports
organizations that played a
key role in the competitions.
We also express special ap-
preciation to the officials, ref-

JAXs pectaculardviewfofithetclosing{ceremonyfofitheyEifth¥NationallS portsiEestivall

erees, jurors, administrators,
coaches, and athletes who
participated and competed.
The organization of this
Fifth National Sports Festival

i was intended as preparation

for the upcoming successful
participation in the 33" South-

. east Asian Games, which

will be hosted by Thailand
in 2025, and the 13" ASEAN
Para Games to be held in
Thailand in 2026. Therefore,
athletes selected from this
event will be regrouped and
trained to achieve the set
goals, and continuous efforts
will be made to ensure their
success in these future com-
petitions.

May all athletes who par-
ticipated in the sports festival
be able to leapfrog from the
sports sector to a developed
society through their perfect

practice, high standards, intel-
ligence, unity, perseverance,
observance of disciplines,
moral compass, mutual un-
derstanding, warm friendship
and transparent exchanges of
views. May you be able to
contribute to the development
of five strengths and nurturing
new generations of athletes. In
conclusion, the Senior Gen-
eral urged them to try to be
athletes who can improve the
image of the country through
sports and announced the
successful conclusion of the
sports festival.

After the conclusion of the
sport festival, fireworks com-
memorating the successful

conclusion of the sport festi-
val were set off. Moreover, the
main sport festival torch of the
fifth national sports festival
on the top of the southeastern
corner of Wunnatheikdhi
Sports Stadium , which was
lit up and born by athletes,
who lived up to the image of
the country, at the opening
ceremony on 9 December was
put out at the same time.
Then, the flag of the sports
festival was lowered from
atop the staff and born to
leave the sports ground before
athletes and the state military
band left the sports ground.
Similarly, other festivities
took place including martial
art demonstrations of the
Myanmar Thaing Federation,
traditional dances of ethnic
groups in states and regions,
aerobic performance of the

Ministry of Sports and Youth
Affairs and singing the sports
festival closing song "Let's Go
to the Golden Land Together,"
and the ceremony concluded
successfully.

Then, former athletes and
athletes who were able to
improve the reputation of
the country through sports
and paralympic sports were
introduced to the spectators
one by one and fireworks
commemorating the success-
ful conclusion of the sports
festival were set off.

The first national sports
festival featuring 22 types of
sports was held in Yangon
from 3 to 16 May, 1992. The

second national sports festival
featuring 24 types of sports
was held in Yangon from 25
January to 6 February 1994.
The third national sport fes-
tival featuring 29 types of
sports was held in Yangon
from 11 to 24 January, 1997.
The fourth national sports
festival featuring 27 types of
sports was held in Nay Pyi
Taw from 13 to 28 February,
2015.

The fifth national sports
festival was held on a grand
scale starting from the be-
ginning of December with
the aims of enhancing the
sports standards of the coun-
try, achieving success in the
33rd Sea Games and other
international sports competi-
tions, nurturing potential new
generation athletes and highly
competent athletes who can

live up to the reputations of
the country, increasing the
sports activities by build-
ing friendship among states
and regions and ministries
and encouraging the people
to participate in sports ac-
tivities by inspiring interest
in sports among them. The
fifth national sports festival
featuring 33 types of sports
including six sports catego-
ries at the ministry level, 23
sports categories in the state
and region level and four
sports categories in the para-
lympic level started in early
December and concluded
successfully today.

100

S. Korean ruling party decides to join consultative

body for stabilizing state atfairs

Seoul December 20

South Korea's ruling party has
decided to take part in a consulta-
tive body for stabilizing the opera-
tion of state affairs, its floor leader

said on Friday.

Kweon Seong-dong, the floor

the government to discuss issues

leader of the People Power Party
(PPP), told reporters that his party
has decided to participate in the
body between the rival parties and

on security and improving people's
livelihoods, adding a discussion
with the National Assembly Speak-
er Woo Won-shik is underway on
the body's make-up, Yonhap news
agency reported on Friday.

The announcement marked a
reversal of the ruling party's at-
titudes toward the issue, as the
PPP had turned down a proposal
last Sunday by Lee Jae-myung,
the leader of the main opposition

Democratic Party, for the country's
parliament and government to set

up such a body to facilitate multi-
party cooperation on state affairs.
During a meeting with Han

Duck-soo, the country's acting
president, at the National As-
sembly on Sunday, the parliament
speaker stressed the imperative and
urgency to launch the consultative
body.

Xinhua
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