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Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu Thadoe Thiri
Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing’s keynote speech at the
Opening Ceremony of 23" Myanmar Traditional
Medicine Practitioners’ Conference and Myanmar

Mingalarbar,

First, I extend my heartfelt blessings for
good health, peace of mind, and prosperity
to all the distinguished individuals present
today, including the esteemed traditional
physicians from various regions and states,
relevant experts, and honored guests. My
sincere greetings and best wishes go to
those who are dedicated to preserving,
promoting, and advancing Myanmar’s rich
cultural heritage and traditional medical
practices.

The annual conferences and seminars,
which have been held since 2000, are now
in their 23rd year. This year’s conference
was organized with the following purposes:
"To recognize the quality of traditional
medicine education," "To further develop
traditional medicine and align its practices
with modern systems," "To train and pro-
duce more qualified traditional medicine
professionals," and "To respect and uphold
the traditional cultural heritage of Myan-
mar’s medical practices."

The purpose of holding these annual
conferences and seminars is to promote
the use of traditional medicine and rem-
edies in supporting public health, in line
with Myanmar’s long-standing tradition of
providing effective healthcare to its people
with traditional medicines throughout
history.

Today, we are working towards achiev-
ing a national goal set by the state: to
establish a healthcare system that provides
comprehensive coverage for all citizens,
ensuring a long and healthy life for the
entire nation. In advancing this process,
human resources are crucial. It is only
through the expertise of health profes-
sionals, specialists, and experts that we
can build a more developed nation. We
established the University of Traditional
Medicine to foster the development and ad-
vancement of Myanmar’s traditional medi-
cine. Each year, the university produces
skilled experts in traditional medicine and
valuable human resources.

I would like to urge traditional medi-
cine practitioners and entrepreneurs in the
sector to collaborate in efforts to increase
life expectancy and ensure that all indi-
viduals have access to a quality healthcare
system. Myanmar's traditional medicine
heritage, which includes remedies based
on the Four Great Nayas—Desana Naya,

Traditional Medicine Seminar

22 November 2024

Besijja Naya, Vijjadhara Naya, and Na-
khatta Naya—along with literary records,
traditional medical texts, sacred books, and
medical manuscripts written over the cen-
turies, hold immense value. Therefore, it is
the responsibility of Myanmar's esteemed
traditional physicians to preserve, pass on,
and further develop both the tangible and
intangible cultural heritage of Myanmar's
traditional medicine.

It is noted that 13 papers will be pre-
sented at this year's seminar. Since these
papers also describe the traditional medi-
cines and therapies of ethnic minorities,
it is important to highlight the need for
encouraging the public to learn about and
utilize these remedies, which are actively
used by ethnic communities.

Furthermore, more research and docu-
mentation on traditional medicine is
needed to ensure that the public can use
authentic, high-quality, safe, and effective
traditional medicines. To be able to docu-
ment the research, annual symposiums are
organized. This year, the 13th Traditional
Medicine Research Symposium was held.
Therefore, traditional medicine physicians,
researchers, pharmacists, relevant experts,
and manufacturers must all continue to
study and make ongoing efforts to advance

O

3

the field.

I am pleased to see that the proceedings
of the 22" Seminar, held last year, have
been compiled into a record book.

Our country is collaborating with in-
ternational organizations across various
sectors, including the traditional medicine
sector. To advance traditional medicine in
line with modern developments, we must
send scholars abroad to acquire knowledge
and share technologies, and then adapt and
apply these innovations in a manner that is
suitable for our country, ensuring further
development of the field. I am pleased to
note that on June 25, 2024, the Department
of Traditional Medicine and the University
of Traditional Medicine (Mandalay) signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with Yunnan University of Traditional
Medicine, China, to implement guidelines
for the further development of traditional
medicine.

The state is providing strong support
to the traditional medicine sector in order
to enhance its role in healthcare. With the
support of the state, traditional physicians
continue to play a vital role in caring for
the health of the people. Additionally, I
am pleased to see that traditional medicine
continues to provide care and support to the

people, even in the face of natural disasters
and epidemics.

In addition, as part of efforts to promote
the MSME industry and strengthen the
export sector, which are key pillars of the
country’s economic strategy, the govern-
ment is supporting the long-term sustain-
ability of Myanmar's traditional medicine
products, which are based on traditional
medicine raw materials. In terms of the
production of Myanmar traditional medi-
cines, if we can improve the quality and
scale of production—expanding beyond
the domestic level to regional, national,
and even international markets—we will
be able to contribute significantly to sup-
porting the national economy.

According to Burmese traditional
medicine, to lead a long and healthy life
free from disease, one must live and eat
in harmony with the four principles:
karma, mind, weather, and nutrition. I am
pleased to see that traditional medicine
experts are providing medical treatment
in rural areas and offering health educa-
tion to the public, encouraging them to
adopt healthy lifestyles and eating habits
based on traditional medicine prac-
tices. I would like to encourage them to
continue and expand these efforts even
further.

In conclusion, the purpose of hold-
ing this seminar annually is to ensure the
sustainable maintenance of public health
through traditional medicine, while foster-
ing greater trust, respect, and confidence in
traditional medicine among the public. At
this conference, held with this goal in mind,
may experts from the Ministry of Health,
the Department of Traditional Medicine,
the University of Traditional Medicine, and
other related ministries, as well as mem-
bers of the Myanmar Traditional Medicine
Council, the Traditional Medicine Adviso-
ry Group, the Myanmar Traditional Medi-
cine Association, the Myanmar Traditional
Medicine Manufacturers and Medical
Equipment Manufacturers Association, and
traditional medicine experts from across
the country, engage in constructive and
collaborative discussions. In conclusion,
I wish for the accelerated development of
Myanmar traditional medicine, and for it
to further enhance the health of the people
with the highest quality standards.

Thank you all.



Page 12

wP

23-11-2024

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing attends dinner to mark
100™ anniversary of Myanmar Engineering Education and
inauguration of Naypyitaw State Polytechnic University

Nay Pyi Taw November 22

Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council (SAC),
Prime Minister Senior Gener-
al Min Aung Hlaing attended
a dinner ceremony to mark
the 100" anniversary of My-
anmar Engineering Education
and the opening ceremony of
Naypyitaw State Polytechnic
University held this evening
at the university.

The joint secretary of the
council, General Ye Win Oo,
Council members; Union
Ministers and Union Level
persons, Chairman of Nay-
pyitaw Council, high-ranking
military officers from the

Office of the Commander-in-
Chief of Defence, Command-
er of Nay Pyi Taw Command,
Deputy Ministers, Rectors
of various universities, Vice
Chancellors, engineers, the
invited guests, teachers and
officials attended.

First, Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing arrived at the
place where the honor dinner
ceremony will be held, where
he was greeted by the Union
Minister for Science and
Technology Dr Myo Thein
Kyaw and officials.

After that, the SAC Chair-
man and those who attended
the ceremony had a celebra-

tory dinner together.

Before and during dinner,
students, artists from the Arts
Department of the Ministry of
Religious Affairs and Culture,
artists from Myanmar Radio
and Television of the Ministry
of Information and Myawady
Music Group under the com-
mand of the Directorate of
Public Relations and Psy-
chological Welfare perform
music, descriptive dances and
ethnic culture dance.

After that, the SAC Chair-
man presented flower baskets
and cash prizes to students
and artists and greeted them

warmly. 100
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Merchants dispatch 80,000 bags of
Pawsan rice from Mawlamyinegyun
Township to Yangon in October

Mawlamyinegyun November 22

Local businesspersons
from Mawlamyinegyun
Township of Ayeyawady
Region supplied 80,000

bags of Pawsan rice to Yan-
gon market in October, said
Daw Yi Yi Win, the rice and
paddy trader from Mawla-
myinegyun Township.

i

ﬁBz;'gs‘sfirigeib_‘éi?l_oilé(ﬂli (Elt trucks.

They sent 55,000 bags of
Pawsan rice to Yangon mar-
ket in September but 80,000
bags in October.

Daw Yin Yin Win, re-

-

vealed: “Merchants from
Mawlamyinegyun Township
buy rice from local farmers
and mill them to be sent to
Yangon market. They have
sold 80,000 bags of Pawsan

rice to Yangon market. At

‘ present, prices of rice are
= stable. Due to high demand
i from Yangon market, rice

trading is booming in Maw-
lamyinegyun Township.”

In Yangon mar-
ket, Pawsan rice fetches
K135,000 per bag. As de-
mand of rice is higher and
higher, freight workers and
truck drivers as well as local
farmers and businessper-
sons can earn increased
incomes.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Top DPRK leader
calls for upgrading
military equipment

Seoul November 22

The top leader of the
Democratic People's Re-
public of Korea (DPRK) has
called for upgrading military
equipment and developing
ultra-modern weapons as a
weaponry exhibition kicked
off in Pyongyang to demon-
strate the country's military
capabilities.

Kim Jong Un, general
secretary of the Workers'
Party of Korea and president
of the State Affairs of the
DPRK, made the remarks
on Thursday at the opening
ceremony of the exhibition
themed "National Defence
Development-2024," the of-
ficial Korean Central News

Agency (KCNA) reported
on Friday.

The report said Kim
lauded the DPRK's suc-
cess in developing national
defense as convincing evi-
dence that the country has
"the firm capability and
security guarantee" to cope
with various existential and
potential security threats in
the future.

The DPRK leader said
the ruling party and govern-
ment will defend the country
"by dint of national defense"
through all efforts to "build
up higher military and tech-
nical force and powerful
military capabilities," the

report added. Xinhua
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23" Myanmar Traditional Medicine Practitioners’
Conference, Myanmar Traditional Medicine
Seminar kick off

ice-SenioRGeneral Soe VVm addressesithe to aunc 23“j Myanmar Traﬂltlona
titioners’. Gonferenceland Myanmar Traditiona

Nay Pyi Taw November 22

A ceremony to launch the
23" Myanmar Traditional
Medicine Practitioners’ Con-
ference and Myanmar Tra-
ditional Medicine Seminar
took place at the Myanmar
International Convention
Centre Il in Nay Pyi Taw this
morning.

Present at the ceremony
were Patron of the Leading
Committee for Organizing
the Conference and Semi-
nar Vice Chairman of the
State Administration Coun-
cil Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe
Win together with council
members,
the Nay Pyi Taw Council
Chairman, deputy ministers,
senior Tatmadaw officers,
departmental heads, ambas-
sadors and charges d’affaires
of foreign embassies to My-
anmar, the President of My-
anmar Medical Council,
members of the advisory
board of traditional medi-
cine, resident representatives
of UN agencies, NGOs, Tra-
ditional Medicine Council

union ministers,

members, representatives
from Myanmar Traditional
Medicine Practitioners As-
sociation and traditional
medicines across the nation,
Myanmar traditional medi-
cine entrepreneurs, medi-
cine entrepreneurs, faculty
members and students of
traditional medicine hospital
and the Traditional Medicine
University.

First, Chairman of the
Leading Committee Union
Minister for Health Prof Dr
Thet Khine Win, Deputy
Minister Prof Dr Aye Tun,
Nay Pyi Taw Council mem-
ber Col Ye Moe, Director
General of Traditional Medi-
cine Department Dr Su Su
Dwe, President of Myanmar
Traditional Medicine Coun-
cil U Myint Oo, Chairman
of the Advisory Board Dr U
Meik and Chairman of My-
anmar Traditional Medicine
Practitioners Association U
Thein Win formally cut the
ribbon to launch the confer-
ence and seminar.

The Vice-Senior General
pressed the button to open

NTcdicine' Seminar® L

the conference and seminar.

Then, a video message
sent by SAC Chairman
Prime Minister Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing to the
conference and seminar was
screened.

Next, the Vice-Senior
General delivered a speech,
saying that global countries
are sustaining the traditional
medicines and traditionally
medicinal therapies. Before
emergence of the western
medical education, modern
drugs and medical technolo-
gies, traditional medicines
and therapies were used in
treating the patients.

In Myanmar, starting
from the reign of the ancient
Myanmar kings, natural re-
sources have been utilized
for medicinal purposes to
treat ailments. Traditional
Myanmar medicine has long
played a significant role in
providing healthcare ser-
vices to the people for over
a thousand years. During
the reign of King Mindon,
prominent monks and tradi-
tional medicine practition-

edicine/Prac-

iV 3
ers translated Ayuvvedic
medical texts from Sanskrit
into the Myanmar language
and compiled traditional
medicine treatises. During
the reign of King Mindon,
Taungtha six-word medical
techniques of the traditional
Myanmar medicine system
were developed by Taungtha
traditional practitioner Saya
Hmont. Highly skilled and
qualified medical practition-
ers were appointed as royal
physicians and conferred the
honorary title of "Nay Myo
Bhisakkaraja" as a mark of
distinction.

The government has been
promoting the traditional
medicine sector. The devel-

opment tasks of Myanmar |

traditional medicine gath-
ered pace as the Department
of Myanmar Traditional
Medicine was separately es-
tablished on 3 August, 1989.
The University of Myanmar
Traditional Medicine was
opened in Mandalay in 2001
and bachelor and master de-
grees in Myanmar traditional
medicine have been offered
to new generations. Myan-
mar traditional medicine
consultations were occasion-
ally held and conferences of
Myanmar traditional medi-
cine physicians have been
held annually since the year
2000. It is the 23 confer-
ence of Myanmar traditional
medicine physicians.

The objectives of the
conferences and consulta-
tions are to recognize the
quality of teaching Myan-
mar traditional medicine,
to encourage the develop-
ment of Myanmar tradi-

tional medicine, to produce

~ traditional medicines that are

compatible with the times, to

| nurture qualified Myanmar

traditional medicine physi-
cians and to appreciate the
traditional cultural herit-
age of Myanmar traditional
medicine. Future tasks and
solutions must be discussed
at the conference to achieve
the objectives. The govern-
ment has been carrying out
tasks for the health and lon-
gevity of the entire people
and for the development of
the health sector by promot-
ing the health standards of
national people.

I am glad to see that
tractional medicine physi-
cians are exerting efforts

while the government has
been promoting the role of
traditional medicine seri-
ously. In doing so, I would
like to urge all to observe the
traditional medicine council
law and traditional medicine
laws so that such efforts are
systematic and ethical.

The traditional medicine
university has been nurtur-
ing diploma holders, gradu-
ates and postgraduates in
Myanmar traditional medi-
cine and plans are underway
to introduce doctoral courses
in 2025 with the support of
the government.

By holding the tradi-
tional medicine conference,
there are benefits of preserv-
ing Myanmar traditional
medicine, a national cultural
heritage, creating oppor-
tunity for veteran physi-

cians to discuss experiences
and knowledge about three
kinds of knowledge such
as diseases, treatments and
medicines with new gen-
erations, leaving legacy
of traditional medicines.
Traditional medicine physi-
cians will be able to provide
healthcare services by using
quality traditional medicine
treatments and medicines
through decisions and out-
comes of the conference.
The public will appreci-
ate traditional medicine, a
legacy of forefathers and
foremothers, and rely on it
more. New generation tradi-
tional medicine physicians
are urged to exert efforts
for development of future

'npresents a
e Y A ST

rize.

traditional medicine in line
with changing times.

It is necessary for phy-
sicians to cooperate with
traditional medicine sectors
of world countries by linking
with them at a higher level
for the development and
modernization of Myanmar
traditional medicine.

Efforts must be made
for development of Myan-
mar traditional medicine
and production of potent
Myanmar traditional medi-
cines that can penetrate into
international markets by
cooperating in the tradi-
tional medicine sector with
international organizations
such as Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization, ASEAN,
BIMSTEC, Greater Mekong
Sub-region.

See Page 14
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Moreover, participants
are urged to discuss ways
and means for further devel-
opment of Myanmar tradi-
tional medicine as a national
heritage at the conference
by collecting the essence of
Myanmar traditional medi-
cine such as treatments,
invaluable medical treatises
and potent medicines.

During the outbreak of
COVID-19, research on ef-
fectiveness of Visama fever
pills, a traditional medicine,
was successfully conducted
in an attempt for preven-
tion and treatments of the
disease through traditional
medicine. The SAC is proud
to learn that the traditional
medicine is being distributed
free of charge and used in
traditional medicine hospi-
tals after conducting tests
on its quality, immediate
and short-term side effects,
strength of the medicine on
healthy people and COV-
ID-19 patients and applying
for registration. It is also
encouraging to learn that
physicians energetically

provided healthcare ser-
vices to the people through
traditional medicine during
natural disasters such as
storms and floods.

To promote the further
development of Myanmar’s
traditional medicine, en-
sure the quality and safety
of traditional medicines,
and cultivate more skilled
traditional medicine practi-
tioners, the Department of
Traditional Medicine under
the Ministry of Health has
accelerated efforts to ad-
vance traditional medicine
practices with the support
of the state. Currently, My-
anmar boasts 3 traditional
medicine hospitals with 100
beds each, 9 hospitals with
50 beds each, 13 hospitals
with 25 beds each, and 23
hospitals with 16 beds each.
Additionally, there are 50
district traditional medicine
clinics and 210 township
clinics, contributing sig-
nificantly to the health and
well-being of the public
through the effective use
of Myanmar’s traditional
medicine. This progress is a

source of pride and joy.
Efforts have been en-
couraged for traditional
medicine practitioners and
manufacturers to continu-
ally engage in collabora-
tion, exchange, and mutual
trade of traditional medi-
cines. Practitioners are urged
to preserve the legacy of
crafting effective medicines
from the natural resources—
forests, mountains, water,
and land—available with-
in Myanmar, ensuring the

Hpa-an, with their respec-
tive medical superintendents
receiving the awards.

Subsequently, SAC
member Deputy Prime Min-
ister Union Minister for
Defence Admiral Tin Aung
San awarded operational
performance prizes to 25-
bed traditional medicine
hospitals. Similarly, SAC
member Union Minister for
Home Affairs Lt-Gen Yar
Pyae awarded prizes to 16-
bed hospitals.

well-being of the public }+*
through self-manufactured '\

remedies.
At the Traditional Medi-

cine Practitioners’ Confer- §

ence and Myanmar Tradi-
tional Medicine Seminar,
State Administration Coun-
cil Vice Chairman Deputy
Prime Minister Vice-Senior

General Soe Win presented S

awards for operational ex-
cellence to 50-bed tradition-
al medicine hospitals. First
place was awarded to the 50-

bed hospital in Bago, second _- :

place to the 50-bed hospital
in Taunggyi, and third place
to the 50-bed hospital in

dltlonal Medicine Semln

emony, the Vice-Senior Gen-
eral, along with officials,
visited exhibitions show-
casing traditional medicine
products and related displays
organized by the Traditional
Medicine Department. Later,
the chairman and members
of Myanmar Traditional
Medicine Manufacturers and
Medical Equipment Entre-

¥ preneurs Association paid

t——-—

Following this, a video
documenting the develop-
ment activities of the Tradi-
tional Medicine Department
was showcased.

The Vice-Senior General
and party posed for com-
memorative photographs
with the Myanmar Medical
Council chairman, advisory
committee members for tra-
ditional medicine, traditional
medicine practitioners, man-
ufacturers, and officials.

After the opening cer-

K

' their respects to the Vice-

Senior General by present-
ing a basket of traditional

- medicines.

In the evening, the Vice-
Senior General and party
attended the 23" Myanmar
Traditional Medicine Prac-
titioners’ Conference and
Seminar dinner.

The dinner featured en-
tertainment provided by
artists from the Ministry
of Information’s Myanmar
Radio and Television, who
performed musical pieces
for the attendees.

At the end of the dinner,
Vice-Senior General Soe
Win presented bouquets
of honor to the performing
artists.

China-Thailand mangrove collaborative protection
demonstration area unveiled in Thailand

Phang Nga November 22

A series of activities
on mangrove ecological
protection between China
and Thailand were held in
Thailand's southern Phang

Nga province, gathering
more than 60 representatives
from the natural resources
and marine departments of
the two countries.

The China-Thailand

Mangrove Collaborative
Protection Demonstration
Area was unveiled in Thai-
land's Ao Phang-Nga Na-
tional Park during the two-
day event which started on

Wednesday. With an area
of 311 hectares, the dem-
onstration area is located
along the coast of Phang Nga
Bay.

The Chinese and Thai

marine departments will
carry out mangrove vulner-
ability assessment, eco-
logical restoration analy-
sis, nature education, and
mangrove planting as

well as the establishment
of a cooperation mecha-
nism, aiming to have an
in-depth collaboration and
exchange.

Xinhua

of innocent people.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”
schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is
to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property

RubliciNotice forEliminationtoftViolence

, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including
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