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“Empowering the next generation for a resilient future”
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Vice Chairman of State Administration Council
Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Senior General Soe Win
addresses International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction 2024

Vice-Senior. Ge!e!vaIISOe 2Win addressesilnte ‘national Day for: Plsa

—
Nay Pyi Taw October 13

International Day for
Disaster Risk Reduction
2024 was observed at
MICC-1 here this morning,
addressed by Chairman of
National Disaster Manage-
ment Committee Vice Chair-
man of State Administration
Council Deputy Prime Min-
ister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win.

Also present were vice
chairs of the management
committee and member un-
ion ministers, senior military
officers, deputy ministers,
chairs of organizations and
associations, heads of de-
partment, officials, officials
of UN and local and foreign
NGOs and prize-winner
students and invited guests.

In his address, the Vice-
Senior General said with
the aim of enhancing the
disaster resilience of the
new generation this year,
the IDDRR 2024 was held
with the theme “Empower-

Y General:
icegSenioriGeneraliSoedWir

ing the next generation for a
resilient future”.

Today’s world popula-
tion stands at 8.2-billion
and according to estimation
it will reach 10.3 billion
in mid-2080. The Global
Climate Report for 2023
said global temperature is
more than 1.45 degree Cel-
sius higher in 2023 than the
time before the industrial
age (1850-1900). Survey
reports indicate that 2023 is
the hottest year in 174 years
of history.

As regards forest deple-
tion, the main element of cli-
mate change, the UNFAO-
released reports indicate that
between 2010 and 2020, the
average annual loss in trees
is over 10 million during the
ten years from 2010 to 2020.

Many basic causes in-
cluding increase in global
population alongside the
extension of vocational ac-
tivities, a rise in global tem-
peratures, climate change,

I‘ljgv‘ﬁl":‘_’_.——"‘

1SS
forest depletion, the number
of natural disasters rises year
by year and their negative
impacts have become worse.
As the number of dis-
asters increases, the pos-
sible risk of global nations
from them is also surveyed.

The World Risk Index 2023

analyzed the possible risk of
193 countries. The countries

with the highest disaster risk & ]
worldwide are: the Philip- |

pines (WRI 46.8), Indone-

sia (WRI 43.50), and India |

(WRI41.52). Myanmar is at
sixth place with WRI 36.26.

So, Myanmar must always

be aware of disaster risk
reduction activities.

Severe floods occurred
in Pakistan, China, India,
Korea and some other Asian
countries and Europe in
2024 are seen as a symbol
of global climate change.
In 2023, the Emergency
Events Database (EM-DAT)
recorded a total of 399 dis-
asters related to natural haz-

SR
sitsiaicommemorative:booths
TR = .

ards; these events resulted in
86,473 fatalities and affected
93.1 million people; and the
economic losses amounted
to US$202.7 billion.

According to World Risk
Report 2023, Africa is the
continent with the highest
vulnerability; the Americas
is the continent with the
highest disaster risk, and it
is followed by Asia, Africa,
Oceania, and Europe.

Majority of world
countries are experiencing
storms, floods, gales, and
earthquakes and Myanmar
also faced cyclone Mocha in
May 2023. Thanks to excel-
lent preparations the human
fatality rate was much lower
when compared to that of
cyclone Nargis. Due to the
guidance of the Head of

State and harmonious ef-
forts of disaster management
committees at national and
region/state/ township levels
rehabilitation in disaster-hit

Risk Rediiction .2
s, _’.; .
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areas could be carried with
high momentum in a very
short period.

In September 2024, Ty-
phoon Yagi caused record-
breaking rainfall in the South
China Sea, leading to severe
flooding in Myanmar’s cen-
tral region, the likes of which
had not been experienced in
over 80 or even 100 years.
The intense rainfall resulted
in flash floods, with water
flowing rapidly and carrying
along trees, logs, boulders,
and sediment, causing wide-
spread flooding in nine states
and regions. Over 80,000
households, nearly 1 million

people, were affected by the
floods, with 520 reported
dead or missing. Addition-
ally, more than 180,000 live-
stock perished, over 700,000
acres of crops were dam-
aged, and infrastructure such
as roads, bridges, schools,
electricity, and communica-
tions systems were signifi-
cantly affected.

The government, along
with the public, quickly
mobilized search, rescue,
emergency response, and
relief efforts. International
and domestic donors from
friendly nations also con-
tributed generously to the
relief and recovery efforts.
Donations from individu-
als, organizations, and as-
sociations have poured in,
amounting to over 52 billion

= i

kyats in three major national
fundraising drives. This
generosity reflects the unity
and compassion of the My-
anmar people, who, despite
peacefully pursuing their
livelihoods in normal times,
come together with great
solidarity and compassion in
times of national crisis. This
spirit of unity and coopera-
tion has been demonstrated
not only in this instance but
throughout Myanmar’s his-
tory whenever the country
faced adversity, and it is a
core aspect of the Myanmar
people’s character.

See Page 13
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For the families of those
who lost their lives, the
Ministry of Social Welfare,
Relief, and Resettlement,
along with the National Dis-
aster Management Fund and
regional disaster funds, have
provided support, including
an average of 1 million kyats
per person to affected fami-
lies. For homes that were
damaged or destroyed, assis-
tance will also be provided
based on the extent of the
damage, and preparations
are being made to deliver
this support soon.

Similarly, for livelihood
recovery, appropriate as-
sistance and interest-free or
low-interest loans have been
planned, and funds from the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Fund are being allo-
cated. Additionally, under
the instruction of the head
of state, responsible officials
are overseeing the restora-
tion of roads and bridges,
ensuring that transportation
routes are reopened as quick-
ly as possible. No country,
regardless of its wealth or
level of development, can
prevent or fully mitigate the
effects of natural disasters.

Therefore, steps must be
taken to reduce the damage
and losses when such dis-
asters occur. In this regard,
it is essential to anticipate
and prepare for potential
losses in all sectors. The
National Disaster Manage-
ment Committee is working
with local experts who have
vast experience in disaster
management to develop
hazard maps and risk maps.
They are also incorporating
lessons learned from the
2015 Myittha River floods in
Kalay Township, and post-
flood and landslide needs as-
sessments into their efforts.

Reducing the impact of
natural disasters requires fi-
nancial and human resources
in certain sectors, while in
others, it is possible to use
the resources already avail-
able effectively. One invalu-
able resource that cannot
be quantified is Myanmar’s
strong and capable youth
population.

Globally, there are 1.2
billion young people, repre-
senting 16% of the world’s
population. According to
Myanmar’s 2019 interim
census, there are over 16.8
million young people, com-

prising 33% of the country’s
population. A UNICEF re-
port found that 1 billion chil-
dren worldwide are at ex-
treme risk from the adverse
effects of climate change
and related natural disas-
ters, with approximately 27
million children affected
by floods and flood-related
hazards.

To reduce the impacts
of disasters on children,
national and regional disas-
ter risk reduction strategies
have been adopted. It is nec-
essary to implement them
in accordance with Sendai
Disaster Risk Reduction
Framework 2015-2030 and
promote a culture of disaster
preparedness involving all
youths.

In enhancing the capaci-
ties of youths and children
through education, it is also
necessary to create a safe
and inclusive learning envi-
ronment, to build disaster-re-
sistant schools and to include
lessons for disaster risk
reduction and adaptation to
climate. It is also imperative
to consistently raise disaster
awareness among new gen-
eration youths and children
and to build many disaster-

resistant schools to prevent
disruption of education due
to natural disasters.

It is also important to de-
velop measures for disaster
risk prevention exercises and
promote disaster risk reduc-
tion cartoons, stories, music,
films, exhibition, competi-
tions and training programs.
Special representative for
disaster risk reduction of
the UN secretary-general
and head of the United Na-
tions Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction (UNDRR) Mr.
Karmal Kishore has urged
countries to teach lessons
about natural disasters to
school-aged children and
higher education students.

The foundation of dis-
aster risk reduction lies in
disaster preparedness, risk
reduction and awareness-
raising. It is necessary for
all to understand that future
generation youths and the
public play an important
role in disaster response
and risk reduction and to
cooperate in the efforts. It
is vital to nurture correct
knowledge and habits about
natural disasters in order
to adapt to climate change,
to effectively take preven-

tive and awareness-raising
measures by understanding
and abiding dos and don'ts
during natural disasters as
they can occur at any time
anywhere. In conclusion, the
Vice-Senior General urged
the public to cooperate in the
efforts to effectively reduce
disaster risks and to build a
disaster-resistant, peaceful,
sustainably developed and
better future by enhancing
the capacities of new gen-
erations.

Then, Vice Chairman
(2) of the National Disaster
Management Committee
Union Minister for Social
Welfare, Relief and Resettle-
ment Dr Soe Win reported to
the Vice-Senior General on
measures taken for natural
disaster management.

Afterward, the video
message sent by special
representative for disas-
ter risk reduction of the
UN secretary-general and
head of the United Nations
Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction (UNDRR) Mr.
Karmal Kishore and video
clips depicting activities for
disaster risk reduction were
screened.

Then, staff of the Disas-

ter Management Department
of the Ministry of Social
Welfare, Relief and Resettle-
ment presented the musical
titled "The Strength of New
Generation to Resist Natural
Disasters."

Afterward, the Vice-Sen-
ior General presented honor-
ary medals, certificates and
cash rewards to winners of
the professional level article
competition commemorat-
ing the International Day for
Disaster Reduction (2024).

Then, Member of the
SAC Union Minister Gen-
eral Mya Tun Oo, vice chair-
men of the National Disaster
Management Committee
Lt-Gen Yar Pyae and Union
Minister Dr Soe Win pre-
sented honorary medals, cer-
tificates and cash rewards to
prize winning students in the
university-level art competi-
tion and high school level es-
say competition commemo-
rating the International Day
for Disaster Reduction.

Afterward, the Vice-Sen-
ior General posed for docu-
mentary photographs with
attendees and viewed the
photo exhibition commemo-
rating the International Day
for Disaster Reduction. 100

13 killed, 36 injured by Israeli airstrikes
across L.ebanon

Beirut October 13

Thirteen people were
killed and 36 others wound-
ed on Saturday in Israeli air-
strikes on different areas of
Lebanon, Lebanese media
and sources said.

According to the Na-
tional News Agency (NNA),
an Israeli airstrike targeted
a three-story residential
building in the town of
Barja in the Chouf district
in Mount Lebanon, kill-
ing four people, wounding
14 others, and destroying
the building while causing
heavy damage to neighbor-
ing buildings.

The casualties were
transported to the Siblin
governmental hospital, the
NNA said.

Another Israeli airstrike
targeted a building in the
village of Maaysra in Mount
Lebanon, killing five people
and wounding 14 others, ac-
cording to the NNA.

The Israeli air force also
launched a raid on Deir
Billa, a municipality in the
Batroun district in the North
governorate, killing four
people and wounding three
others, the NNA said.

Meanwhile, Lebanese
military and civil defense

sources, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, told Xin-
hua that Israeli warplanes
raided the center of the
commercial market in the

southern Nabatieh city Sat-
urday evening, wounding
five people and destroying
more than 30 shops.
Xinhua

At least 23 Kkilled in

airstrike on market

in Sudan's southern
Khartoum

Khartoum October 13

At least 23 civilians were
killed and over 40 others
injured in an airstrike on
a main market in southern
Khartoum on Saturday,
according to local volun-
teer and non-governmental

| groups.

"The incident occurred
when warplanes bombarded

| the Al-Souk Al-Markazy

(central market) in Khar-

-~ |toum yesterday (Saturday)

afternoon," the local volun-
teer group South Khartoum
Emergency Room said in a
statement on Sunday.

The injured "were trans-
ferred to Bashair, Elrazi, and
Alraqi hospitals for treat-
ment. Some are in critical
condition," the statement
added.

So far, no group has
claimed responsibility for
the attack.

Xinhua

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

RubliciNoticeforEliminationtoféViolence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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