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- Case 27-2024: A 24-Year-Old Man-

with Pain and Dyspnea from NEJM,
Sept 2024
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SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing attends stake-driven ceremony
for Sarso

SeniodGeneraliMin Aung:Hlaing sprinkles{scentedjwateron{aldriven st%

[Constructionlofi Safig'Beilgmal\ltbui‘ldih@g.
s { =

Nay Pyi Taw October 9

Chairman of the State
Administration Coun-
cil Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hla-
ing attended the ceremony
to drive jewellery stakes
for construction of Sarso
Beikman for the sake of
literati and writers who
emerged in Myanmar, at the
venue on Bo Min Khaung
Road in Uyin Ward of Min-
gala Taungnyunt Town-
ship of Yangon Region
this morning.

Also present at the cer-
emony were SAC Joint Sec-
retary General Ye Win Oo,
council members, union-
level dignitaries, the Yangon
Region Chief Minister, sen-

dian Ambassador to Myan-
mar H.E. Mr. Abhay Thakur,
officials of Myanmar-India
friendship association, doy-
en literati who have won
National Lifetime Awards
for Literary Achievement,
guests and departmental
officials.

The master of ceremo-
nies read the paper on auspi-
ciousness. At the auspicious
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ior Tatmadaw officers from [Eaasd®

the Office of the Command-
er-in-Chief, the commander
of Yangon Command, the
Yangon mayor, ministers of
Yangon Region cabinet, In-
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time, the Senior General

drove a jewellery stake at
the centre for construction
of the building and sprinkled
scented water on it.

The SAC Joint Secre-
tary, the union-level digni-
taries, union ministers, the
Yangon Region Chief Min-
ister, the Indian Ambassador
to Myanmar and female
and male doyen literati who

-

Beikman

have won the National Life-
time Awards for Literary
Achievement drove stakes
on agenda and sprinkled
scented water on them.
After the ceremony, the
Senior General performed
rituals of golden and sil-
ver showers to mark the

: successful completion of

the auspicious stake-driven
ceremony for the building.

Union Minister for In-
formation U Maung Maung
Ohn reported on undertak-
ings for construction of
Sarso Beikman in accord
with the guidance of the
Prime Minister, a plan to
construct a three-storey
building with aid of India
as India-Myanmar friendly
relations, formation of the
committees to systemati-
cally construct the build-
ing, displays for booths
on relevant floors of the
building, and preparations
for the previous building as
the Sarpay Beikman public
library.

In his response, the Sen-
ior General stressed the need
to systematically construct
the buildings and gather
portraits, photographs and
statues of ancient literati
in relevant eras as much
as possible. It is necessary
to collect documentaries
related to song composers
in advance. Sarpay Beik-
man public library must be
formed systematically with
reading rooms for people
to read literatures and left
necessary guidance.

The Senior General cor-
dially greeted female and
male award winner doyen
literati who attended the
ceremony.

The Sarso Beikman
building will be a three-
storey one. Upon comple-
tion, historical documentary
photos will be displayed for
development of literature
in addition to formation of
the reading room, library
and the booths on historical
music art. Moreover, booths

will showcase palm-leaves,
folded papers, historical
poems, award winning lit-
erature and books, statues
of eminent doyen literati in
three eras, literati and poets
who won the National Life-
time Awards for Literary
Achievement.

Previous Sarpay Beik-
man library is located on the
first floor of the three-storey
Sarpay Beikman building.
As population is growing
year by year with develop-
ment of urban situations,
the previous building will
be renovated as the Sar-
pay Beikman public library
with the aim of improving
knowledge of the people,
contributing to development
of Myanmar literature and
raising the reading habit of
the people in accord with
the motto of Sarpay Beik-
man: To bring light through
the darkness in line with
the guidance of the Prime
Minister.
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Shwebo District to place more than 60,000 acres of
croplands under chickpea plants

Shwebo October 9

The statistics of Shwebo
District Agriculture Depart-
ment stated that a total of
62,029 acres of croplands
will be placed under chickpea
plantations in the district in
coming winter.

In 2024-25 winter season,
Shwebo Township earmarked
4,831 acres of chickpea, Kh-
inU Township 2,541 acres,

Wetlet Township 54,327
acres and Kyaukmyaung 330
acres, totalling 62,029 acres.

Daw Zar Zar Min, As-
sistant Director of Shwebo
District Agriculture Depart-
ment said: “This year, the
district will grow more than
60,000 acres of chickpea. Ef-
forts will be made to meet the
target cultivation. Sown acres
of chickpea in the district are

on the rise year by year. Our
department will provide qual-
ity strains of crops, agricul-
tural inputs and post-harvest
technology to local farmers.”

Local farmers choose
Yezin-8 and Yezin-11 strains
of chickpea strains suitable for
the region, and they need to
spend more than K300,000 per
acre of chickpea in cultivation.

Relevant agriculture de-

partments urged local farm-
ers to use Trigodama for
prevention of pests in grow-
ing pulses and beans.

Sagaing Region produces

the largest volume of pulses
and beans among other regions
and states across the nation.
Farmers plant chickpea as
mixed crops and separate crops
to earn increased incomes for
their families. 206
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Well-wishers make donations for relief and
rehabilitation activities in areas hit by typhoon
Yagi-related floods at third donation ceremony
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Nay Pyi Taw October 9

Well-wishers made cash
donations for relief and re-
habilitation activities in the
areas in Myanmar hit by ty-
phoon Yagi-related floods at
the third donation ceremony
held at Mingala Hall of
Yangon Region government
office this afternoon. Chair-
man of State Administration
Council Prime Minister Sen-
ior General Min Aung Hla-

RS |

ing accepted the donations
and spoke words of thanks.

Also present were Joint
SAC Secretary General Ye
Win Oo, SAC members,
union ministers, union level
officials, the Yangon Re-
gion chief minister, senior
military officers from Office
of Commander-in-Chief,
the Yangon command com-
mander, well-wishers, min-
istry officials and social
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union ministers Admiral
Moe Aung, Dr Kan Zaw, U
Maung Maung Ohn, U Khin
Maung Yi, U Myo Thant,
Chief Minister U Soe Thein
accepted the donations and
presented certificates of
honour.

Occurrence of natural
disaster and words of
thanks for donations

In his words of thanks,
Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing wished auspicious-

. ness for all the well-wishers

aing/acceptsicashdonation!

there and explained the Yagi—

SenioryGeneral MinAung

rehabilitation at the earliest
possible time. He then said
rehabilitation activities will
be carried out with greater
momentum in the disaster-
hit areas. As the government
is carrying out the activi-
ties with higher acceleration
and the well-wishers, on
their part, are also making
donations and taking part
in relief and rehabilitation
undertakings to the best of
their ability. At the donation
ceremonies to carry out relief
and rehabilitation activities in
the flood-hit areas with vigor
and speed, See Page 14
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welfare organizations.

A video clip “hands join
together with noble spirit
to overcome natural disas-
ter” on the natural disaster,
search, rescue and aid provi-
sion activities was screened.
Cash donations presented

Ministries, region/state
governments, civil servants,
local and foreign donors
presented cash and in-kind
for relief and rehabilitation

activities in flood-hit areas.
The Senior General accepted
the donations and presented
certificates of honour.
Then, ministries, region/
state governments, civil
servants, local and foreign
donors presented cash dona-
tions. The Joint SAC Sec-
retary, SAC members Gen-
eral Mya Tun Oo, Admiral
Tin Aung San, Lt-Gen Yar
Pyae, and General Nyo Saw,
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Vice Chairman of State Administration Council
Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Senior General Soe Win
addresses Illegal Trade Eradication Steering Committee
Work Coordination Meeting (4/2024)

e

& \Vices Senlor General Soe Win addresses Illegal Trade Er
Meeting

Nay Pyi Taw October 9

The Illegal Trade Eradi-
cation Steering Committee
Work Coordination Meet-
ing (4/2024) was held at the
conference hall of the Min-
istry of Commerce in Nay
Pyi Taw this morning and
Chairman of the Steering
Committee Vice Chairman
of the State Administration
Council Deputy Prime Min-
ister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win delivered an ad-
dress at the meeting.

Also present at the meet-
ing were union ministers U
Win Shein and U Tun Ohn,
deputy ministers, the chair-
man of the Revenue Appel-
late Tribunal, members of
the Nay Pyi Taw Council,
permanent secretaries, di-
rector generals, chairmen of
associations and responsible
officials while chairmen
of region and state special
committees for eradication
of illegal trade joined the
meeting through video con-
ferencing.

First, the Vice-Senior
General delivered an ad-
dress, saying one of the main
responsibilities of the steer-
ing committee and regional
and state special commit-
tees at different levels is to
relentlessly prevent illegal
trade that delays and hinders
the economic development
of the country and under-
mines the competitiveness
and abilities of domestic
entrepreneurs who are car-

rying out manufacturing
industries. Only then, can
export and trade sectors gain
growth, thus accelerating the
domestic money circulation
and eventually boosting
export, which will facilitate
foreign exchange flows and
contribute to the develop-
ment of manufacturing, trade
and service sectors of the
country. Therefore, our re-
sponsibilities and duties are
enormous and illicit trade
must be prevented without
fail.

As Myanmar is abun-
dant in natural resources
and an agriculture-based
country, it is necessary to
encourage manufacturing
products from natural re-
sources and agricultural
produce in exerting efforts
for economic development
while energetically promot-
ing MSMEs, which are being
implemented under govern-
ment projects to boost pro-
ductions and to manufacture
new export items.

In exerting efforts for
the development of the trade
sector in accordance with the
economic objectives of the
State, illicit trade hinders the
economic development of
the country and negatively
impacts the socioeconomic
sector enormously.

The steering committee
was formed to effectively
eradicate illicit trade and
work coordination meetings
have been held 16 times.

A total of 523 decisions
have been made until the
15th meeting and action
was taken against 14,659
cases roughly worth MMK
300.028 billion during the
two years and eight months
period from January, 2022
to January, 2024. Compared
with the trade sector of the
country, the amount was not
much. Emphasis must be
placed on taking more action
against illicit trade.

In July and August, 2024,
the Customs Department
made the largest number
of arrests and confiscations
and Mandalay Region saw
the largest number of arrests
and convictions, followed by
Sagaing Region and Kachin
State at the second and third
places respectively.

In terms of goods catego-
ries, the number of seizures
of unlicensed vehicles and
freight trucks that transport-
ed illicit goods made up the
largest number, followed by
raw materials for production
and investment materials at
the second and third places
respectively.

The World Trade Organi-
zation is closely monitoring
the danger of illicit trade and
helping member countries
to cooperate by applying
provisions of trade facilita-
tion agreements, customs
agreements, agreements on
technical hurdles and copy-
right agreements related to
trade to control sucd activi-

adlcatlon Steering Commlttee Work Coordlnatlon

ties. According to findings of
the World Economic Forum,
illicit trade made up between
five and 15 percent of the
GDP of the world and was
likely to have serious nega-
tive impacts on the world
economy.

According to a report of
the Transnational Alliance
to Combat Illict Trade, the
increase in online trading of
small percals as illegal trade,
online purchases, online
markets and e-Commerce
Platforms significantly
raised the volume of illegal
trade. Moreover, although
Free Trade Zones (FTZs) are
established as special zones
to boost legal trade and to
attract foreign investments
and allowed to conduct free
trade, they are areas of seri-
ous concerns for illicit trade,
according to the report. In
Thilawa Special Economic
Zone, some FDIs carry out
manufacturing as a front for
importing cheap finished
products from other coun-
tries by taking advantage of
permissions to manufacture
and distribute goods locally.
it is necessary to combat
illicit trade which flouts
permissions to conduct legal
trade. Cautious measures
must be taken to prevent
such problems in other FEZs
under implementation and
local industrial zones.

It has been found that
no country in the world has
been able to completely

eradicate illegal trade, and
countries are individually
taking separate measures to
prevent the trade of drugs,
arms, and money laundering.
If countries cooperate and
take joint action, those who
comply with the rules may
face delays, and it could also
lead to difficulties in compet-
ing with other nations and
markets.

For the country’s eco-
nomic growth, it is essential
to develop the manufac-
turing and trade sectors.
To achieve this, industries
based on agriculture and
livestock farming must be
encouraged. The ministries
assigned by the government
are required to fully carry
out the goals and respon-
sibilities given to them in
order to meet the basic needs
of agricultural and livestock
businesses. This includes
ensuring the timely supply of
fertilizers, pesticides, seeds,
animal feed, and vaccines to
farmers, based on seasonal
requirements. On the other
hand, relevant organizations
must also strictly prevent
the transportation and mix-
ing of unnecessary goods
and unauthorized multiple
shipments.

Additionally, if il-
legal goods are brought
into the country through
border smuggling, it could
introduce foreign diseases
that could infect domestic
agricultural and livestock
industries, leading to sig-
nificant losses. Moreover,
illegal medical products
and beauty products could
pose health risks, while
counterfeit household elec-
trical products that do not
meet quality standards could
cause fire hazards.

The import of illegal
goods without paying taxes
and without meeting stand-
ards and quality require-
ments strengthens the black
market, leads to the manipu-
lation of exchange rates by
traders, and harms the stabil-
ity of domestic prices. The
increasing strength of illegal
trade undermines the stabil-

ity of the domestic market,
affecting the prices of goods.

The long-term effect of
illegal imports is that legal
businesses may not be able
to compete on prices in the
local market, causing them
to lose their market share.
Over time, these legitimate
businesses may find it dif-
ficult to sustain themselves,
reducing their ability to
grow, and some may lose
their motivation to expand
further. Ultimately, domestic
production industries could
come to a halt. If the coun-
try’s industries are unable to
thrive, it would negatively
affect the economic policies
of the nation, leading to a
decline in production, trade,
and export-import activities.

One of the major chal-
lenges leading to the rise of
illegal trade is the lack of
security measures in certain
border areas, weaknesses
in legal frameworks, insuf-
ficient personnel involved in
combating illegal trade, and
corruption. These factors
pose significant challenges
to efforts to eliminate il-
legal trade, and steps must
be taken to mitigate them as
much as possible.

Moreover, due to the
country’s need to reduce
foreign currency usage and
limit imports, some domestic
needs are being met through
illegal imports during this
time. Effective measures
must be taken to curb this,
or else the country may lose
tax revenue, and illegal trade
could expand, potentially
sustaining armed insurgent
groups. Therefore, the fight
against illegal trade must be
viewed as a national respon-
sibility.

In each state and region,
special units combating il-
legal trade must manage
inspections at checkpoints to
avoid unnecessary expenses
and delays. It is necessary
to effectively take preventa-
tive and control measures to
ensure that there is no illegal
extraction of the country’s
resources.

See Page 14
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a total of Ks 32 billion was
received at the first cer-
emony, over Ks 10 billion
at the second ceremony.
Well-wishers were making
donations amidst the many
hardships, and a surprisingly
large amount of donations
were received. The State
thanked all the well-wishers
for their generous donations
at this ceremony. Every time
a natural disaster hits the
country, individuals and lo-
cal and foreign organizations
never fail to make donations.
Likewise, welfare organiza-
tions and individual persons
are also making donations
on their own in other ar-
eas of the country and their
contributions are signifi-
cantly high. The State also
acknowledges and thanks
them. When some places of
Rakhine State were devastat-
ed by cyclone Mocha, well-
wishers joined hands with
the government in providing

donations. Pure goodwill
and positive attitude of the
citizens to make donations
in all social affairs is always
visible and honourable.
During this process,
flood-affected individuals
had to flee with only the
items they could quickly
access when the sudden
flood struck. Consequently,
the damage incurred per
individual and per family
had risen. Due to the sud-
den and rapid flow of large
downhill streams at night,
some individuals in areas
that had not experienced a
flood for many years did
not have time to evacu-
ate and tragically lost their
lives. This is the worst flood
damage our country has
experienced. Residences,
schools, department build-
ings, streets, bridges, and
electricity towers were also
destroyed. Similarly, many
farm animals lost their lives.
In carrying out rehabili-

tation work in flood-affected
areas, the process will be
completed faster if donors
contribute in the way they
can. So far, the total amount
of donations for the people
affected by the floods has
exceeded 50 billion kyats.
The state is undertaking nec-
essary rehabilitation work
in response to the natural
disasters that occur every
year. Currently, the water
level in Inle Lake has not
yet decreased. Similarly, due
to the significant inflow of
water in Lawpita and Upper
Paunglaung, electricity gen-
eration has not yet resumed.
We must take the time to
carry out the rehabilitation
work. During heavy rainfall,
water entered the irrigation
canals, thereby ensuring suf-
ficient water availability for
cultivation. As the state pro-
vides funding for the recov-
ery of damaged agricultural
projects, I would like to ap-
peal to the generous donors

present at the ceremony to
consider making contribu-
tions based on their capabili-
ties. If this can be achieved,
the affected agricultural
projects and manufacturing
activities will be able to
resume. Therefore, if you
are interested, I encourage
you to provide support and
engage in this work.

We can achieve export
growth only if domestic
production is robust. There-
fore, we need to support our
country’s key manufacturing
sectors, including agricul-
ture and livestock breeding.
The extraction and utiliza-
tion of the country’s natural
resources are not being car-
ried out due to replenishment
limitations. About half of
the country's population is
engaged in agriculture and
livestock breeding. There-
fore, to develop the export
sector, I encourage you to
support and make efforts to
improve the manufacturing

industry. In terms of non-
trade, there are revenues
generated from the relevant
sector. At present, due to a
drop in foreign investments,
business owners should col-
laborate to develop domestic
manufacturing. Therefore, 1
would like to suggest invest-
ing in the agriculture and
livestock breeding sectors.

The state is working to
reopen schools that were
temporarily closed because
of the flood. Just as the state
is working on education,
donors can also contribute
other necessary furniture and
appliances. In addition to
the rehabilitation efforts for
those affected by the floods,
it is essential to address the
psychological trauma they
have experienced. We are
assessing how to compen-
sate for the damages they
have suffered as much as
possible. Today's donations
for flood-affected areas are
invaluable.

We are currently con-
ducting a census of the popu-
lation and household data.
Also, we are making prepa-
rations to ensure the election
can be held. We are not en-
gaging in politics; rather, we
are working for the benefit of
the country. The state would
like to express its special
gratitude to the generous
donors for their presence and
contributions to the country's
efforts in response to the
natural disaster.

After the ceremony, the
Senior General and party
warmly greeted the donors
and served them tea.

More than Ks 11.97 bil-
lion in donations and re-
habilitation materials were
received from donors at
donation distribution events
held today at Mingalar Hall,
Yangon Region Government
Office, to assist in relief
and rehabilitation efforts in
flood-affected areas.
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They must also carry out
systematic inspections along
illegal routes and ensure that
smuggling does not occur at
unavoidable checkpoints.
Furthermore, there must
be stricter inspections of
storage facilities and mar-
kets within the country to
ensure no illegal trade takes
place, and the illegal extrac-
tion of natural resources
must also be effectively
controlled.

Officials involved in
combating illegal trade must
fulfill their duties with in-
tegrity for the benefit of
the country. Senior officials
must lead by example and
ensure that their subor-
dinates are continuously
monitored and supervised.

Intelligence is crucial
in effectively preventing
illegal trade. During July
and August 2024, 97 pieces
of information were re-
ceived, resulting in 91 veri-

fied reports, 3 false reports,
and 3 delayed reports. The
increase in accurate infor-
mation has significantly
contributed to the success of
our operations. Our steering
committee also recognizes
those who provide accurate
information and ensures
timely reward payments
according to set standards.
As a result of these reports,
117 cases were success-
fully prosecuted, and illegal
goods worth Ks2,140.951
million were seized, includ-
ing various timber, indus-
trial goods, food products,
and illegal vehicles.

Just as those who are
engaged in illegal trade use
a variety of methods, as
well as those who prevent
them, either according to
procedures or investiga-
tions, to manage and prevent
any weak spots. During this
period, there have been five
reports and the informant
has been awarded a reward

of about two billion kyats
according to a certain per-
centage.

If we look and compare
at the arrests of July and
August in 2024, it is found
that the arrests in August
increased more. Being able
to carry out illegal trade
more effectively requires
the supervision and control
of special teams to combat
illegal trade and due to
the efforts of the Customs
Department and OSS de-
partments as well as the
strong cooperation between
relevant departments and
organizations. It is also nec-
essary for the special teams
and departments to follow
the directives of the steer-
ing committee in a timely
manner.

In carrying out anti-
illegal trade operations, in
addition to effective arrest,
corruption-free environment
and making legal trade fast
and smooth, the main goal

is to reduce illegal trade and
to have access to legitimate
trade routes. It is also neces-
sary to continuously carry
out awareness activities in
order to make the public
aware of the negative effects
of'illegal trade.

The SAC Vice Chairman
urged to promote stronger
cooperation between re-
gion and state special teams
and relevant departments
to effectively prevent and
take action against the il-
legal production of local
resources, to be free from
bribery for employees in the
fight against illegal trade,
to have safety awareness
and security precautions
while working and to effec-
tively prevent and enforce
anti-illegal trade activities
to combat illegal trade.

Then U Min Min, Dep-
uty Minister for Commerce
and Secretary of the Anti-
Illegal Trade Steering Com-
mittee, made a clear presen-

tation on the decisions of the
Steering Committee meeting
(3/2024) and the operations
of the Steering Committee.

After that, Director Gen-
eral U Aung Thwin Oo, the
leader of the steering com-
mittee's office task force,
Director General U Thint
Myat Thu of Transporta-
tion Planning Department,
Director General U Han
Win Aung of the Central
Equipment Statistics and
Inspection Department, Di-
rector General U Thein Swe
of the Customs Department,
Director General U Myint
Thura of the Department
of Trade, and the Deputy
Director General of the
Department of Food and
Drug Administration read
and presented the orders
submitted to the Anti-Illegal
Trade Steering Committee
Work Coordination Meeting
(4/2024).

Vice Chairman of the
Steering Committee Union

Minister U Win Shein, Un-
ion Minister U Tun Ohn,
member of the steering com-
mittee, Deputy Minister for
Defence, Member of Nay
Pyi Taw Council, the chair-
men and officials of the
special groups to combat il-
legal trade in the regions and
states reviewed findings on
illegal trade, and discussed
situations in which drugs,
controlled chemicals, illegal
timber, vehicles, fuel oils,
food are being seized and
taking action, prevention
issues, export and import
comparisons and commod-
ity flow conditions at trading
stations.

After that, it was re-
ported the Chairman of the
Anti-Illegal Trade Steering
Committee, the Vice Chair-
man of the State Administra-
tion Council, and the Deputy
Prime Minister coordinated
the presentations and con-
cluded the meeting.
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of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Rublic:Notice for Eliminationt of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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- 9 Unique Benefits of Coffee

- Does coffee offer health benefits?
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