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Esteemed Citizens and the Peoples of ASEAN,

On this occasion of the 57" ASEAN Day, | have the
pleasure to extend my warmest greetings and best wishes
to the people of Myanmar and the peoples of the ASEAN
Member States. | would also like to extend my best
wishesfor further success of the Association, inthisever-
changing international landscape, and for the continued
progress and prosperity of the Region and the peoples.

The ASEAN was born on 8 August 1967, by the
wisdom of five founding architects and ASEAN has
evolved from an Association to a Community and from
regional cooperation to integration. Over fifty-seven
years, ASEAN has been successfully materializing the
vision of the founding fathers, and becomes one of
the most successful inter-governmental organizations
in the world. ASEAN acts as a locomotive for peace,
stability and prosperity in the region. Despite the chal-
lenges during the evolution of the Association, ASEAN
responds effectively to challenges and complex geopo-
litical and socio-economic environments in this region
and beyond.

Esteemed citizens and the Peoples of ASEAN,

ASEAN continues as arules-based community of na-
tions committed to the principles and spirit the ASEAN
Charter, the Treaty of Amity and Cooperationin Southeast
Asia (TAC) and other ASEAN instruments. As ASEAN
is people-centered, people-oriented organization, the

M essage from Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,
Chairman of the State Administration Councill,
Prime Minister of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
on the Occasion of the 57" Anniversary of
the Association of the Southeast Asian Nations

8 August 2024

ASEAN peoples are placed at the heart of our efforts and
ensure the meaningful and inclusive participation of all
stakeholdersin our ASEAN Community-building process.
With our concerted efforts, we need to enhance ASEAN
centrality and unity, and to strengthen ASEAN’svital role
in leading and shaping the regional security architecture.

Amidst the complex and fast-changing geo-political
and geo-economic landscapes, the Association needs to
beresilient, responsive, well connected and competitive.
Therefore, no one can deny that 2024 ASEAN Chair-
manship theme, “ASEAN: Enhancing Connectivity and
Resilience”, is more relevant than ever. Moreover, all
Members are working to finalize the ASEAN Community
Vision 2045, which aims to fulfill the aspirations of the
peopleswhile maintaining resilient, innovative, dynamic,
and People-Centred ASEAN.

In addition, we are addressing the challenges of the
supply chain disruption by implementing the Digital
Economy Framework Agreement (DEFA) to enhance
cross-border e-commerce and digital trade to empower
businesses and stakehol ders across the Region.
Esteemed citizens and the Peoples of ASEAN,

Being aresponsible member of the Association, My-
anmar continuesits cooperation with the ASEAN Member
Statesin ASEAN Community Building processin accord-
ance with the ASEAN Charter. Moreover, Myanmar has
been fulfilling legal, financial and functional obligations.

From 2021 to 2024, Myanmar has successfully performed
its role as the coordinator for ASEAN-China Dialogue
Relations. The partnership between ASEAN and China
has been broadened and deepened, and contributed to
regional peace, stability and prosperity through estab-
lished important mechanisms across three community
pillars under comprehensive agenda. We will continue
this momentum in taking over the coordinator-ship for
ASEAN-Russia Dialogue Relations from 2024 to 2027.

On this auspicious occasion of the 57" anniversary,
ASEAN should further strengthen its unity in creating
One Community in this corner of the world. While fulfill-
ing the purposes and principles enshrined in the ASEAN
Charter, ASEAN Member States need to work together
to render constructive support to member countries, in
addressing internal matters smoothly.

Creating an ASEAN Community encompassing all
thethree pillarsrequire full commitments by all member
states. These commitments shall form asthe cornerstones
in the foreign policies of each member state as well as
the very foundation of the ASEAN.

Inclosing, | would like to wish for more peaceful and
greater prosperity of the peoplesin the region.

Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing
Prime Minister
Chairman, State Administration Council

Nay Pyi Taw August 7
Patientsincluding local people, departmental person-
nel and families of security forceswerekilled when MN-
DAA terrorist insurgent group fired short-range rockets,
heavy weapons and drones on the military hospital and

Associations announceterrorist actsof MNDAA terrorist
INnsur gent group unacceptable, and strongly condemn those acts

wards, which were non-military targets, in Lashio, Shan
State (North). Terrorists also abducted some of the pa-
tients, while some locals had to leave their homes.
Young Men’'s Buddhist Association and Kokang
Literature and Culture Association (Yangon) issues their

relevant announcements that the inhuman and barbaric
acts of MNDAA terrorist insurgent group, which amount
to a war crime, are totally unacceptable and that they
strongly condemns those acts.
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Nay Pyi Taw August 7

YMBA (Shan State) condemns MNDAA

Innocent local people, departmental personnel and families of security forces
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Kokang Literature and Culture
Association condemns MNDAA
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Nay Pyi Taw August 7

were killed when MNDAA terrorist insurgent group fired short-range rockets, heavy
weapons and drones on the military hospital in Lashio, Shan State (North). Terrorists
also abducted some of them.

Some of the locals were killed and others had to leave their homes to escape war
and their social lived were ruined because of MNDAA terrorist insurgent group’s
short-range rocket, heavy weapon and drone attacks on non-military residential wards
in Lashio.

YMBA (Shan State) strongly condemns the acts of MNDAA terrorist insurgent
group to launch terrorist attacks against the military hospital and wards, which were
non-military targets, and to use religious buildings for military purpose as such acts
are totally intolerable.

Innocent local people, departmental personnel and families of security forces were
killed when MNDAA terrorist insurgent group fired short-range rockets, heavy weapons
and drones on home, wards and the military hospital in Lashio, Shan State (North). Ter-
rorists also abducted some of them.

L ocals have become displaced persons who lost their homes and whose social lives
areruined astheterroristsare targeting and destroying wardsincluding residential build-
ings, religious buildings, and hospitals for no apparent reason. In this regard, Kokang
Literature and Culture Association of Myanmar issues a statement, saying that the ter-
rorist attacks of MNDAA terrorist insurgent group are totally (totally) unacceptable;
and that it censures the attacks.

Kokang Literature and Culture Association condemns MNDAA
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Pineapple from Kyaunggon Township
marketable

Kyaunggon August 7

Pineapple cultivated
in Kyaunggon Township
of Ayeyawady Region
is marketable in the do-
mestic market, said Daw

Thin Thin, owner of fruit
brokerage in Kyaunggon
Township.

Starting from the second
week of July, Kyaunggon
Township distributes its

sent to Yangon market. The
plants can be grown in wet
soil. It can be grown in
patches as well as mixed
crops. Local farmers can get

. deserved benefit in cultiva-

tion of pineapple,” said Daw

;. Thin Thin.

pineapple to the domestic
market. The fruit fetches
K 80,000 per bag.

“Now, pineapple can
be harvested in Kyaung-
gon Township. It is mainly

Pineapple can be grown

" in paddy plantations. Lo-

cal farmers grow some five
acres of pineapple. The
region produces quality
pineapple.

“Thisyear, the township
produces a large volume of
pineapple but local farm-
ers do not use chemicals.
Yangon market demands
Kyaunggon pineapple due
to its delicious taste,” said
Daw Yu, pineapple farmer
in Kyaunggon.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Farmersplant morethan
/00 acres of monsoon groundnut
In Ngaputaw Townshlp

Ngaputaw August 7

A total of 710 acres of
monsoon groundnut has
been planted in Ngaputaw
Township of Ayeyawady
Region, said U Tun Myo
Thant, Head of Ngaputaw
Township Agriculture De-
partment.

Local farmers started
cultivation of monsoon
groundnut in the first week
of May with the assistance
of Agriculture Department,
Irrigation and Water Utiliza-
tion Management Depart-
ment, Agricultural Mechani-
zation Department and Land
Management and Statistics

Department.
“This year, the town-

ship earmarked 710 acres &
of monsoon groundnut this
monsoon. So far, local farm- |
erscultivated all sown acre- |

age so far. To do so, local

farmers coordinated with §

officials from the Township

Agriculture Department. In

growing the crop, officials
from Agriculture Depart-
ment and relevant depart-
ments provided assistance
tolocal farmers,” said U Tun
Myo Thant.

Township Agriculture
Department provided soil
preparation techniques, se-

AT n SO on gr oundnutiple

lection of quality strains of
crops, use of pesticides for
local farmers.

“We used quality strains
of crops. Agriculture De-
partment shares correct ag-
ricultural techniques to us.

2{0lo]lle

and robbing.

“ NUG”,

general public.

fo}r . ®lonilnkz1gkolnl ©)F

\/iIOlENCE

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and
members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”",
and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive
activities, isto protect thelives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

INOLICE

Morethan 800
acres of pigeon
pea planted in
Katha District

Katha August 7
Katha Township Agri-
culture Department men-

- | tioned that a total of 864

We grow groundnut for en-
suring oil sufficiency of the
region. | grow three acres of
monsoon groundnut,” said
Daw Hla, a farmer from
Ngaputaw Township.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

M ore than 800 acres of croplands
placed under banana plants

Kalay August 7

Kalay District Agri-
culture Department stated
that a total of 896 acres of
croplands have been placed
under banana plantationsin
Kalay District of Sagaing
Region this year.

In 2024-25 monsoon, the
district earmarked 896 acres
of banana and so far, local
farmers have planted banana
meeting the target.

“Local farmers have
planted banana plants on
the targeted acres. They
also plant banana plants on
the dykes of farmlands,”
said U Aung, Head of Kalay
District Agriculture Depart-
ment.

In Kalay District, Kalay
Township grew 596 acres of
banana, Kalewa Township
115 acresand Mingin Town-
ship 185 acres, totalling 896

acres.

Kalay Township ear-
marked 596 acres of banana,
KalewaTownship 115 acres
and Mingin Township 185
acres, totalling 896 acres.
In 2023-24 monsoon, the
district earmarked 896 acres
of banana and local farmers
could met the target culti-
vation.

In 2022-23 monsoon,
Kalay District earmarked

896 acres of banana and
local farmers met the tar-
get cultivation. In 2021-22
monsoon, local farmers
could grow 896 acres of

banana in the district, ac- :

cording to Shwebo District
Agriculture Department.
Farmers grow 1,000 ba-

nanaplants per acre, costing | § ;

some K2 million per acre.

But they can earn some K5 | ¥

million per acre. 206

acres of pigeon peahas been
% | planted in Katha Town-

ship of Sagaing Region this
monsoon.

Local farmers planted
864 acres of pigeon pea
starting from May thisyear,
against the target of 2,075
acres in 2024-25 monsoon.

U Ko Lay, Head of Ka-
tha Township Agriculture
Department said, “We ear-
marked more than 2,000
acres of pigeon peain Katha
Township this monsoon.

Local farmers grew just
864 acres. We help local
farmers boost per-acreyield
of crops. Local farmers cul-
tivate pigeon pea as mono
crop as well as double and
mixed crops.”

Township Agriculture
Department helped local
farmers for selection of
quality strains of crops,
correct agricultural tech-
niques and prevention of
pests.

Moreover, agricultural
staff provide techniques of
making natural fertilizers
and pests.

206
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