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Myanmar National Education Conference 2024 opens;
Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister

g e

Senior]G

Nay Pyi Taw June 25

The Myanmar Nation-
al Education Conference
opened at MICC-II here this
morning, addressed by Chair-
man of State Administra-
tion Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing.

Also present were SAC
Vice Chairman Deputy Prime
Minister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win, Joint SAC Secre-
tary Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo, SAC
members, union ministers,
union level officials, the Nay
PyiTaw Council chair, senior
military officers from Office
of Commander-in-Chief, the
Nay Pyi Taw Command com-
mander, deputy ministers,
rectors, principals, ministry
officials, resource persons,
teachers and students.

First, Chairman of the
Steering Committee to hold
Myanmar National Educa-
tion Conference Vice-Senior
General Soe Win, Joint SAC
Secretary Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo,
SAC member General Mya
Tun Oo, Union Minister for
Education Dr Nyunt Pe and

inAung

Union Minister for Science
and Technology Dr Myo
Thein Kyaw formally opened
the ceremony.

Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing unveiled the archway
by pushing a button.

At the second part of the
ceremony, artistees of the
Fine Arts Department, Min-
istry of Religious Affairs and
Culture sang the song “The

issue of education, the song

ofthe conference” and staged
dance performances.

In his address, the Senior
General said the number of

well-educated persons is the [

foundation of national devel-
opment. Hence, the theme
of this year’s conference is
“Promoting education for
the development of human
resources”. The goal of the
country is to build a prosper-
ous future state with educated
persons imbued with edu-
cational and technological
knowledge. So, efforts will
be made to realize a multi-
faceted education system that
meets the quality standard.
In fact, education in-

=4 iy

volves trying to attain de-
tailed knowledge, getting to
know, or having a broader
knowledge. Studying can be
conducted through formal

overcome darkness. It can
also overcomeignorance. In
this regard, Buddha tanght
mankind that there was no
such thing as knowledge.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers address

depends on education. Stu-
dents with high-level IQ and
five physical and intellectual
qualifications are the strength
and future of the nation.

educated.

As the majority of the
people are middle-income
earners, they rely on govern-
ment education. Being trust-

T

Vi(:e—_S'eIﬁi}r'Genérsil Soe Win and dignitaries form a_lly-op_en Myanmar National Education Conference 2024.

education, non-formal educa-
tion and informal education.
From that stage, a person
will have to join the lifelong

learning process. Knowledge
is like the light that can

Education can provide
skill and qualifications re-
quired for existence, and can
also develop intrinsic quali-
ties, such as, thinking power,
problem solving skills, criti-
cal thinking, creativity, and
cooperation. A person with
all those qualifications may
find better job opportunities.
Highly skilled and educated
persons can get high salary

# jobs. Hard working per-

sons with creative power,
high-level IQ, persever-
ance become successful

| in their career. University,

college and school friends
can become associates. All
should disseminate knowl-
edge -- education is the key to
success in every field among
the public.

The power of a nation

Parents care and nurture
their children with love and
kindness. When children
reach school age, they start
to attend classes at school.
Parents take care of them
at home, and teachers do
the same work at school.
So, teachers are the second
parents of students.

In Myanmar culture,
teachers are loved and re-
spected as infinite benefac-
tors. Teachers are honoured
and recognized for their no-
ble work of developing their
students. The Myanmar so-
ciety places teachers at the
same level with parents and
praised their invaluableness.
Thebenefactor mentors are
urged to guide their stu-
dents, with parental love,
to become polite, clever and

ed by the public, everyone is
urged to place emphasis on
nurturing all-round outstand-
ing youths in their school
education. Cultivating youths
who are instilled with five
strengths and qualifications
and can be relied on by the
country in the future rests on
proper guidance of teachers.
In the basic education
sector, the number of students
increased from 5.3 million in
the 2021-2022 academic year
when schools were reopened
in the post-Covid-19 period
to more than 8 million in the
2023-2024 academic year.
It was learnt that more than
7.3 million students have
been admitted to school as
of 21 June in the 2024-2025

academic year.
See Page 13
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From Page 12

With the progress of glob-
al circumstances, everyone
should at least complete
middle-school education to
lead a life. Therefore, the
government has set an objec-

tive to help everyone to study

v/

up to KG+9 level education.
To achieve the goal, local
authorities, teachers, parents
and elders are urged to make
concerted efforts through
organizing everyone and
holding talks and supporting
them to complete KG+9 level
education as compulsory ed-
ucation, to enable all school-
aged children and all primary
school-aged children, whose
rate of school admission is

currently and temporarily
low, to go to school.

On the other hand, it was
found that school admission
rates for middle-school and
high-school had increased
and their drop-out rates had
decreased. It is urged that

2

more learning opportunities
including technical, agricul-
tural and livestock breeding
and vocational education be
created for those who have
passed middle school educa-
tion or Grade 9.

The results of matricula-
tion examinations for the
2024 academic year were
announced on 11 June and
74,592 out of 128,820 stu-
dents who took the exams

T i

} . \ v I- / :
PAttendeesiview/d ocum entary;photosiofiactivities of the'E ducationtMinistry X

passed matriculation, result-
ing in a 57.9 percent passing
rate. Concerted efforts must
be made to enable almost all
those who passed the matric-
ulation to acquire university
education.

As ours is a country that

=
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has placed emphasis on agri-
culture and livestock breed-
ing, a large number of experts
who can manufacture agri-
culture and livestock breed-
ing products are needed.
Therefore, in the 2023-2024
academic year and 2024-
2025 academic year, 85 tech-
nical, agriculture and live-
stock breeding high schools
were opened in 84 districts.
Those who have completed

i

their middle school education
can study at the high schools
and they will be trained to
acquire skills and qualifica-
tions required to manufacture
value-added products needed
in the market.

In acquiring formal

school education, there are

essential factors such as prop-
er schools, lecture rooms,
classrooms, libraries, toilets,
gymnasinms, sport grounds,
ifrastructures, teaching aids,
teaching methods with the
use of technologies, internet
connections, drinking water
supply, proper learning en-
vironment and characteristics
of schools. Moreover, as the
government believes that
the education standards of
the country will make pro-
gress within a short period if
there are sufficient number of
qualified teachers, refresher
courses for teachers, modern
curriculums, correctness of
student-centered teaching
methods, proper assessment
systems, systematic man-
agement and provision of
welfare, the government has
given priority to education
and has been exerting more
efforts. If education officers,
principals, parents, teachers
and students themselves ap-
preciate, preserve and pro-

= mote the good reputation of

their schools, the educational
reputation of each school will
surely spread to the entire
country.

In making efforts for bet-
terment of oneself, one's
class, one's school and one's

| country in accordance with
b the four pledges of school

councils, teachers are respon-
sible for correctly shaping
the morale, disciplines and
education of students.

It is necegsary for teach-
ers to nurture students to
possess fine spirits like being
polite, clever, honest, sincere,
sympathetic and proper man-
ners like acting in accordance
with public ethics and pos-
sessing the spirit of account-
ability and responsibility,
respect for the time, habit of
cooperation, striking balance
between ego and altruism and

3 4

patriotism.

To completely prevent
bad manners like littering in
one's clagsroom and school
compound, writing on the
surface of school table, chew-
ing betel and smoking, stu-
dents must be nurtured and
instilled with the fine practice
good citizens such as respect-
ing and observing laws, rules
and disciplines in accordance
with the motto "National
discipline starts at school.”

I would also like to order
them to develop and imple-
ment a plan to eliminate
illiteracy for the literacy of
the entire population, includ-
ing the rural people, and to
continuously open reading
circles to promote reading,
from the elimination of il-
literacy to the elimination of
those who do not read.

Learning higher educa-
tion is not only for obtaining
a degree, but also develops
the socio-economic life of in-
dividuals and creates citizens
who are rich in multi-faceted

knowledge. It will be more
beneficial for the country
only if many graduates who
are thoroughly educated in
quality advanced sciences
emerge.

Since the curriculum cov-
ering afield of study and sub-
ject in universities from the
basic level to the advanced
level is precisely defined and
enacted, university students
will be able to get the good
basics of the subject they
are studying and be able to
understand it thoroughly.

University education can
improve critical analysis
skills, analytical skills, prob-
lem solving skills and collec-
tive action skills and in the
future, skills and good habits
that are very valuable to the
country, will also be obtained
for himself and the country.

Therefore, in order for

university students in My-
anmar's universities to have
the opportunity to learn in-
ternational quality higher
education, the curricula have
been reviewed and updated,
and the number of training
courses will be increased
for the teachers to improve
the quality. He would like
to urge them to use teaching
strategies effectively under
the supervision of univer-
sity professors and promote
teaching and learning, the
Senior General said.

We are clearly seen that
the countries with the most
educated citizens are the
most developed countries.
"Educated" citizens means
"competence" and "most"
means "quantity”, so it is ob-
vious that our country needs
to become a country with
a large number of qualified
educators, and it is neces-
sary to clearly implement
an outcome-based education
system to ensure quality.

See Page 15
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May all the citizens of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar be filled with happiness and joy.

Since the United Nations General Assembly desig-
nated June 26 as the International Day Against Drug
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking (World Drug Day), it has
been the 37 occasion that the celebrations have been
commemorated in various countries around the world
to promote cooperation and elimination of drug abuse.

The drug problem is emerging as a complicated chal-
lenge that is seriously affecting the lives of millions of
people around the world. The production and trafficking
of drugs is somehow related to transnational crimes of
money laundering, arms smuggling and terrorism, which
is seriously affecting the national security, stability and
law and order. Drug use also greatly affects physical and
mental health, and is causing a loss of human resources
around the world.

The State Administration Council is accelerating the
development of the country, in contrast, efforts also are
being rendered from all sides to control the drug problem
that hinders the development of the country.

Myanmar is severely facing challenges related to
opium poppy cultivation, synthetic drug production
and drug abuse. To address these issues, the Central
Committee for Drug Abuse Control was systematically
established various working groups and took its role as
a national duty.

After evaluating the existing 1993 Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Law to be in line with interna-
tional standards and norms, it was amended and enacted
on February 14, 2018. Similarly, the amendment of
1995 Rules relating to Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances was also announced on February 13, 2023.
In addition, the National Drug Control Policy, which
includes a multipronged approach was adopted and an-
nounced on February 20, 2018, and the National Drug
Control Strategic Plan is also being developed.

In order effectively carry out our drug law enforce-
ment activities, we have purchased and installed advanced
modern detection equipment and are taking action to
effectively identify drug trafficking activities. The Drug
Enforcement Division under Myanmar Police Force has
11 sub-divisions and 71 task forces, and they are being
deployed all over the country to carry out effective drug
control measures.

In 2023, Myanmar has been a slight increase in illegal
opium poppy cultivation. Therefore, the persuasion by
Myanmar Military, Myanmar Police Force, and various
departments to local ethnic communities in drug pre-
vention efforts through educational activities has led to
destruction a total of 6,181 acres of poppy fields during
2023-2024 opium poppy cultivation season. As for the
opium alternative development activities, the implemen-
tation is continuously being carried out by the alternative
development management sector, crops substitution sec-
tor and livestock breeding sector.

Even though opium cultivation and production were

A Message from Member of the State Administration Council,
Chairman of the Central Committee for Drug Abuse Control, and
Union Minister for Ministry of Home Affairs,

H.E. Lt. Gen. Yar Pyae during 2024 International Day Against
Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking

(June 26, 2024)

a major problem in Myanmar, but now, like any other
country in the world, Myanmar is also severely faced with
the production, trafficking and distribution of synthetic
drugs. In order to reduce the production of synthetic
drugs. Synthetic Drug Production reduction can only
be achieved by effectively controlling the illegal entry
of controlled precursors and non-controlled chemicals.

Therefore, Myanmar has prescribed 39 types of chem-
icals as controlled substances, and is conducting strict
inspection to prevent any diversion of these chemicals.
Likewise, we also communicating with foreign countries
through the Pre-Export Notification (PEN) system for
the export of precursors and to ensure that the chemicals
don’t get diverted anyway.

Since Myanmar cannot produce chemicals, but geo-
graphically, it is located among industrialized countries
that produce chemicals and these precursors are illegally
flowing into drug production sites from the border areas
with various means. Even though some ethnic armed
organizations in Myanmar have denied their involvement
in drug activities, but in reality, they illegally import
chemicals across the border into the areas they control by
working together with foreign chemists to produce drugs.

While the State Administration Council is accelerating
its fight against Drugs activities, it has been found that
the terrorist insurgents are taking advantage of the cur-
rent political instability to burn down towns and villages,
expanding their force, destabilizing the areas where their
ethnic groups live by carrying out destructive activities
to cause economic decline and people are being denied
access to education in cities and villages.

To ensure uninterrupted transportation and regional
stability, to prevent and suppress illegal drug trafficking
by terrorist insurgents and to prevent the smuggling of
arms and ammunition, ethnic armed organizations that
want peace, military personnel and Myanmar Police
Force are working together with concerted efforts on
security measures.

In terms of law enforcement measures, the country
overall carried out 40 drug special operations from 2013
to 2024. In 2023, “Operation 39” was carried out on a
nationwide scale, and since huge quantities of narcotic
drugs and essential precursors used in drug production
process were successfully seized, Operation 39/24 is also
currently being carried out as well.

Despite the success of the prevention and suppression
activities, effective punishments are set to be imposed on
the main culprits caught and since some of the offenders
have been found to be committing more crimes after be-
ing released from punishment, assets obtained from the
defendants' drug offenses will be effectively confiscated
as public funds.

As every seized drug and its related substances are
burned during the commemoration of the International
Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking on June
26th each year, over 936 billion Kyats worth of narcotic

drugs and its related substances were burned in various

places of Yangon, Mandalay and Taunggyi on June 26,
2023.

Recognizing that "prevention is better than
cure”". Drug risk prevention awareness activities were
implemented for young students in high and elementary
schools and out-of-school camps. In order for the entire
public to be fully aware of the danger of drugs, aware-
ness raising activities are being carried out by the five
working groups of the Department of Information and
Public Relations, Myanma Radio and Television News,
press agency, Printing and Publishing, Public Relations
and Psychological Operations Directorate with oriented
approaches.

To provide treatment for individuals addicted to drugs
andreduce subsequent risks, Myanmar has established 29
major clinics, 56 minor medical clinics and 90 methadone
clinics across the country. They have given treatment to
26,595 drug addiction patients and 23,875 individuals
were given methadone treatment in 2023. In order for
the drug addicts to reintegrate back into the community,
Ministry of Relief and Resettlement has established 14
rehabilitation centers and is continuously developing
them as well.

Myanmar has been actively engaged in fighting
against drugs activities in collaboration with neighbor-
ing countries, including the United Nations, ASEAN
member states, Mekong regional countries, BIMSTEC
member countries and international drug control agen-
cies, the country has close ties with UNODC (United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime) based in Yangon,
AFP (Australian Federal Police), DEA (Drug Enforce-
ment Administration) NNCC (National Narcotics Control
Commission) and ONCB (Office of Narcotics Control
Board) by enhancing its existing cooperation mechanism.

Furthermore, in 2023, the country has successfully
hosted 24th Myanmar-Thai Bilateral Meeting on Drug
Control Cooperation, 44th ASEAN Senior Official Meet-
ing on Drug Matters, and likewise in 2024, the country
also hosted the 7th Myanmar-India DG Level Talks on
Drug Control Cooperation, ASEAN Development Action
Plans Workshop for ASOD Focal Points and 16th ASEAN
Drug Monitoring Network Meeting. Thus, Myanmar itself
is accelerating its concerted efforts on drug law enforce-
ment activities with the international community as well.

Therefore, to mark this year's 37th International Day
against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, all countries
are entitled to carry out comprehensive preventive
measures according to the theme "The Evidence is clear:
invest in Prevention.” sent by the United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).

As the national government is trying to increase its
speed in various ways to prevent the danger of drugs
that hinders peace and stability of the Union, rule of law,
modern development, safe and smooth road communica-
tion, and I also urge all ethnic people to cooperate with
oriented-balanced approach and assist with the strength
of unity.
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The Senior General gaid
hie want the teachers to teach
and train the students to be
active leamning by using stu-
dent-centered teaching and
learning system for lessons,
exercises, teaching methods
and the processes that encour-
age innovative and creative
gkills.

When teachers and stu-
dents use the research project-
based teaching and learn-
ing system, teachers need
to search in advance either
from the library or internet
to establish appropriate re-
search project topics for each
group of students. The Senior
General said he would like to
encourage them to establish
a library culture in universi-
ties and to develop nationally

beneficial research resunlts so
that only by using the internet
to search and read, they can
learn to collectively carry out
the project successfully.

The Senior General said
with best wishes that all the
experts attending this confer-
ence will be able to read and
discuss the 36 conference
monographs that will be read
and discussed with the aim of
"Further promoting the devel-
opment of human resources
and education", and they will
be able to formulate short-
term and long-term business
plans and implement them
successtully in order to build
a democratic country based
on a federal system with well-
educated intellectuals.

After that, artists from the
Myawady Television under

the supervision of Department
of Information and Public
Relations, Ministry of Infor-
mation and Department of
Arts under the Ministry of
Religious Affairs and Culture,
performed the songs “Sar
Thin Kyaung Ka Khaung
Laung Than” and “Phu Pwint
Waisi, Ah Nar Gat Si”, and
the musical drama “Educa-
tion and Veracity”, which was
watched and cheered by the
Chaiman ofthe State Admin-
istration Council, the Prime
Minister and those attending
the ceremony.

After that, Dr. Nyunt Pe,
the Union Mmister for Edu-
cation and the Secretary of
the Organizing Committee
of the Myanmar Education
Conference (2024) presented
the Myanmar National Educa-

tion Conference (2024) com-
memorative gift to the SAC
Chairman.

Afterthat, the SAC Chair-
man and those who attended
the ceremony took a photo
together.

Afterthat, the SAC Chair-
man and those who attended
the ceremony watched the
displays of the Myanmar
Education Conference (2024)
commemorative galleries
with interest.

The Myanmar Education
Conference (2024) will be
held until June 27 in coop-
eration with the Ministry of
Education and other related
ministries under the theme
of “Promoting education for
the development of human
resources’.

100

Ancient city walls and gates of
Ketumati in Taungoo preserved
for public viewing

Bago June 25

According to U Nyo
Myint Tun, Deputy Director-
General of the Department
of Archaeology and National
Museum, the ancient city
walls, moats, and city gates
of the old city of Ketumati
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in Taungoo Township, Bago
Region, have been preserved
and maintained for public
viewing without comprom is-
ing their original state.

The ancient cultural her-
itage sites, including the
city walls, moats, and city
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gates of the old city of Ketu-
mati in Taungoo, have been
excavated, protected, and
maintained. This preserva-
tion effort is funded by the
Bago Region government,
which has also facilitated the
maintenance of the western

city wall and nearby gate of
the old city.

"We are currently main-
taining the city wall and
the Yodaya Gate near the
painted gate of the old city
of Ketumati in Taungoo with
funds from the Bago Region
government. These preser-
vation efforts are aimed at
preventing further deteriora-
tion of the walls and build-
ings that were established
over 500 years ago by King

' . Nyo," said U Nyo Myint
| Tun.

Additionally, it is re-
ported that further measures
will be taken to preserve
the city walls, moats, and
ancient structures of the old
city of Ketumati in Taungoo,
founded by King Maha Thiri
Zeyathura (AD 1486-1531),
as cultural heritage sites.
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and robbing.

public.

RublicNotice

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating
and killing people and committing destructive activi-

ties, is to protect the lives and property of the general

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Budalin Township farmers cultivate

4,258 acres of rain-fed sesame

Budalin June 25
A total of 4,258 acres of
rain-fed sesame has been
planted in Budalin Town-
ship, Monywa District, Sa-
gaing Region in this year
rain crops planting season,
according to statistics from
Department of Agriculture

for Budalin Township.

In 2024-2025 rain crops
planting season, 52,070
acres of rain-fed sesame
have been earmarked to
plant in Budalin Township.
To date, 4,258 acres have
been planted since May.

“We are working to meet
the target of rain sesame
cultivation. We are also

providing services for the
expansion of sesame acre-
age, good yield, and culti-
vation with GAP systems,”
said U Phyo Wai, head of
Department of Agriculture
for Budalin Township.

The farmers who grow
and produce using the GAP
system will also have more

benefits and improve their
socio-economic lives as
crops produced by GAP
system have better quality
than crops grown by other
farming methods, getting a

Farmers reap some
4,000 acres of
summer paddy in
Kalay District

Kalay June 25

A total of 3,912 acres
of summer paddy has been
harvested in Kalay District of
Sagaing Region, according to
the statistics of Kalay District
Agriculture Department.

In 2023-24 summer, local
farmers harvested 342 acres
of summer paddy in Kalay
Township and 3,570 acres in
Mingin Township, totalling
3,912 acres, with the yield of
84.95 baskets per acre.

U Aung, Head of Kalay
District Agriculture Depart-
ment, said: “The district
harvested 3,912 acres of
summer paddy this summer.

Our department helped lo-

higher price and being able | #

to export and sell not only
in the domestic market, but
also to foreign markets. 206

cal farmers use agricultural
techniques, prevent pests,
minimize loss of crops and
keep paddy under shelter in
time.”

Farmers of the district
planted 3,912 acres of sum-
mer in the district against the
target of 3,925 acres.

Agricultural staff pro-
vided assistance for local
farmers to use quality strains
of crops, make natural fer-
tilizers and grow monsoon
crops in time.

As chemical fertilizer
fetches high pieces, agricul-
tural staff give training to
local farmers to make natural

fertilizers. 206
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