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Minkin Township achieves 2,905 acres of
sesame planting in monsoon season,
aims for over 21,000 acres

. i&'v’ast‘
Femnader st
Minkin June 22

According to records

from the Department of
Agriculture in Minkin Town-
ship, Kale District, Saga-
ing Region, 2,905 acres of
sesame have been planted in
this year's monsoon season.

For the 2024-2025 mon-
soon planting season, the
plan is to plant 21,257 acres
of sesame in Minkin Town-
ship. Since June of this year,
2,905 acres have already
been planted.

"We aim to plant over

the use of GAP (Good Agri-
cultural Practices) methods,”
said Daw Hay Marn Kyaw
Win, head of the Minkin
Township Agriculture De-
partment.

This year, the Minkin
Township Agriculture De-
partment has been provid-

¥ ing knowledge and support

AN,
20,000 acres of sesame in
Minkin Township this year.
As of today, over 2,000
acres have been planted.
The yield is promising. We
are working on expanding
sesame cultivation, improv-
ing yields, and promoting

to sesame farmers to help

. them expand cultivation,

adopt improved farming
techniques, use GAP meth-
ods, and plant high-quality
and high-yield varieties.
Crops produced using
GAP methods are of higher
quality, fetch better prices,
and can be sold not only
in the domestic market but
also exported internation-
ally. As a result, farmers
using GAP methods will see
increased profitability and
improvements in their socio-

economic conditions. 206

60 foreign
nationals held in
Afghanistan's jails

Kabul June 22

A total of 60 foreign
nationals have been held
in prisons in Afghanistan,
local media outlet reported
on Friday.

The Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan is holding the
60 foreigners, including
10 women, in prisons, Ari-
ana News quoted Abdullah
Hamdard, deputy head of the
office of the prison adminis-
tration, as saying.

Foreigners are impris-
oned in the country for vari-
ous crimes, said Hamdard,
adding that there is no tor-

ture in the prisons of the
Islamic Emirate, rather there
are opportunities for prison-
ers to learn and train.

The nationalities of the
detainees were not identi-
fied.

The administration re-
ported 40 foreign detainees
in April, adding that they
were from various countries,
including neighboring ones.

According to Hamdard,
about 20,000 people, in-
cluding 1,500 women, are
currently held in prisons in
Afghanistan.

Xinhua

Sunflower planting reaches 1,590 acres in
Monywa District amid expansion efforts

Monywa June 22

According to records
from the Department of
Agriculture in Monywa Dis-
trict, Sagaing Region, 1,590
acres of sunflowers have
been planted in this year’s
1moNnsoon $eason.

For the 2024-2025 mon-
soon planting season, the
plan is to plant 9,595 acres
of sunflower in Monywa
District. Since June of this
year, 1,590 acres have al-
ready been planted.

"We aim to plant over
9,000 acres of sunflowers in
Monywa District this year.
Ags oftoday, over 1,000 acres
have been planted. Sunflow-

ers are mainly cultivated

during the winter rather than
the rainy season. We are
encouraging the cultivation
of high-yield varieties of
sunflowers.” said Daw San
San Myint, the head of the
Monywa District Agricul-
ture Department.

This year, the sunflower
planting completion status
by township in Monywa
District is as follows: 270
acres in Monywa Township,

630 acres in Budalin Town-

agricultural departments
are intensifying educational
training programs. These
training programs aim to
enhance the capabilities of
staftf and farmers who will
be planting sunflowers.
Efforts are also being
made to support sunflower

ship, 522 acres in Ayadaw g8 .

Township, and 168 acres in

Chaung-U Township, total- K&

ing 1,590 acres.

To expand sunflower
cultivation in Monywa Dis-
trict, the relevant township

farmers in Monywa District
by providing seeds, selling
fertilizers like urea at afford-
able prices, and distributing
the resulting sunflower vari-
eties among farmers through
afarmer-to-farmer exchange
system.

206

Chickpea getting good prices in
Mandalay market

Mandalay June 22

Asnumber of merchants
and crushers store a large
volume of beans, chickpea
fetches good prices at Man-
dalay market, according to
the bean merchants.

Large chickpea fetched

K240,000 per bag in early
May, compared with more
than K250,000 per bag in
the second week of May.
“Chickpea is generally
used for local consumption.
But, sown acreage declines

in countryside, the volume

of chickpea is lesser at the
market. So, demand is high
with hiking prices,” said
bean merchant U Htein Lin.

Chickpea is grown from
October to November with
rainwater and irrigated

water.

Local farmers prefer to
use Yezin-3, 8, 11,12 and 6
for cultivation. They plant
chickpea in rows. So, it is
easy to nurture the plants
with proper ventilation and
easy to prevent pests.

049

Japan's century-old

bank faces mounting

crisis over high U.S.,
European rates

Tokyo June 22

Century-old Japanese
financial institution Norin-
chukin Bank has announced
plans to sell approximately
10 trillion yen (about 63 bil-
lion U.S. dollars) in overseas
bonds, primarily U.S. and
European government bonds,
by the end of the current fiscal
year in March 2025, as it faces
massive losses.

The move aims to mitigate
the rigks associated with hold-
ing low-yield bonds amidst
high interest rates in the Unit-
ed States and Europe, and this

decision is expected to con-

vert the bank's on-paper losses

into actual losses, potentially

|| increasing its net losses for

the fiscal year to 1.5 trillion
yen, according to local media
reports.

Established in 1923,
Norinchukin Bank is one of
Japan's largest institutional in-
vestors, primarily serving the
nation's agricultural, forestry,
and fisheries cooperatives.

A spokesperson for the
bank revealed in a recent in-
terview that the bonds being
gold constitute about one-
sixth of its global investment
portfolio. The sale is projected
to triple the bank's deficit fore-
cast from its May predictions,

with final losses dependent on
the actual scale of the bond
sales and prevailing market
conditions.

The decision came after
Norinchukin Bank last month
projected a fiscal year deficit
exceeding 500 billion yen due
to its substantial holdings in
overseas bonds.

Experts pointed out that
the crisis stemmed from the
prolonged high interest rates
in the United States and Eu-
rope along with the delayed
rate cuts by the U.S. Federal
Reserve.

As of the end of March
this year, the bank held ap-
proximately 23 trillion yen in
foreign bonds, which made up
42 percent of its investment
portfolio. The high interest
rates have led to a significant
drop in the valuation of previ-
ously issued bonds, sharply
increasing the bank's paper
losses.

Norinchukin Bank Presi-
dent and Chief Executive
Officer Kazuto Oku stated that
U.S. interest rates are unlikely
to decrease for a considerable
time. "Depending on develop-
ments like the U.8. elections,
we might further reduce our
holdings of U.S. Treasuries,"
he said. Xinhua
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More than 3,000 acres of summer
paddy reaped in Sagaing Township:
Agriculture Department

Sagaing June 22
A total of 3,391 acres
of summer paddy has been
harvested in Sagaing Town-
ship of Sagaing Region,
according to the statistics

of Sagaing Township Agri-
culture Department.

In 2023-24 summer, lo-
cal farmers have completed
harvesting of 3,391 acres
of summer paddy, yielding

local farmers to prevent
pests and keep harvest-
ed paddy under shelter in
time,” said U Zaw Oo, Head
of Township Agriculture

- Department.

The township earmarked

cultivation of 4,350 acres of

. summer paddy in 2023-24

summer but local farmers
planted 4,197 acres against

, the target.

Officials from the town-
ship Agriculture Depart-

" ment assisted local farmers

88.51 baskets per acre.
“We planted 4,197 acres
of summer paddy in Saga-
ing Township, 3,391 of
which has been harvest-
ed. Our department urges

in selecting quality strains
of paddy seeds, making
natural fertilizers and ap-
plying modern agricultural
techniques.

206

Yinmabin District farmers cultivate
103,400 acres of rain-fed rice
in Sagaing Region

Yinmabin June 22

A total 0£ 103,400 acres
of rain-fed rice will be
planted in this year's rain
crop planting season in
Yinmabin District, Sagaing
Region, according to the
statistics from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for
Yinmabin District.

In 2023-2024 rain crops
planting season, 102,701
acres of rain-fed rice were
planted. In this year's
rain crop planting season,
103,400 acres of rain-fed
rice have been earmarked

for planting since June.
“We will take action to
ensure that the earmarked
area is fully planted. We will
take measures to plant good
varieties, correct planting

methods, and prevent pest |

infestation,” said Daw Myat
Moe Win, head of the De-
partment of Agriculture for
Yinmabin District.

During the 2024-2025
rain crops planting season,

the targeted acreage of rain- °

fed in Yinmabin District by
townships is as per follow-
ing: 30,000 acres in Yinma-

bin Township, 23,285 acres
in Kani Township, 4,415

acres in Salingyi Township,

and 45,700 acres in Pale
Township, totaling 103,400

acres. 206

and robbing.

public.

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating
and killing people and committing destructive activi-

ties, is to protect the lives and property of the general

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Kanbalu Township completes
cultivation of maize and
corn in monsoon

Kanbalu June 22

The statistics of Kanbalu
Township Agriculture De-
partment stated that a total
of 5,536 acres of croplands
have been placed under
maize and corn this mon-
soon in kanbalu Township
of Sagaing Region.

The township earmarked
100,005 acres of maize and
750 acres of corn in 2024-

25 monsoon. Local farmers

started cultivation of crops
in May this year, and have
completed cultivation of
5,518 acres of maize and
18 acres of corn, totalling
5,536.

“This monsoon, the
township earmarked culti-
vation of more than 100,000
acres of maize and corn. So
far, more than 5,000 acres
of crops have been culti-
vated. We raise awareness

of farmers to prevent pests
at crop plantations,” said U
Myo Zaw, Head of Kanbalu
Township Agriculture De-
partment.

In 2023-24 monsoon, the
township planned to grow
137,305 acres of maize
and corn but local farmers
planted 89,174 acres of
maize and corn.

Officials of the Town-
ship Agriculture Depart-

ment conduct training |jems

course for local farmers to
grow maize and corn, or-
ganize field demonstration
and prevent FAWs.

Local farmers cost
K500,000 per acre of maize,

Dabayin Township
farmers cultivate
13,856 acres of rain-
fed green beans

Dabayin June 22

A total of 13,856 acres
of green beans have been
planted in Dabayin Town-
ship, YeU District, Sagaing
Region in this year rain crops
planting season, according
to statistics from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for YeU
District.

In 2024-2025 rain crops
planting season, 5,848 acres
of pre-rain green beans and
14,939 acres of rain-fed green
beans have been earmarked
for planting and 12,330 acres
of pre-rain green beans and
1,526 acres of rain-fed green

beans have been planted

yielding more than 50 bas- | ¥eae®

kets per acre and 15,000

pieces of corn per acre, |:
costing more than K500,000

per acre.

206 ||

since May of this year.

“In this year's rain crop
planting season, more than
20,000 acres of pre-rain
green beans and rain-fed
green beans have been ear-
marked for planting. To date,
more than 10,000 acres have
been planted. We are working
to ensure that the designated
acres are fully planted. Re-
garding the cultivation of
green beans, there is educa-
tion to expand cultivation
and to use good varieties
for good yield,” said U Zaw
Myint Tun, head of the De-
partment of Agriculture for
YeU District. 206
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