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Sein Pan Gone village-based tourism

[

Mandalay June 13

Sein Pan Gone Village,
which has developed wvil-
lage-based tourism, has seen
a large number of domestic

travellers visiting it, said

attracts la

U Maung Maung Lay, the
leader of the Irrawaddy Dol-
phin Conservation Group.
Among the villages that
have developed tourism,
Sein Pan Gone Village in

o

Madaya Township, Man-
dalay Region is one of the
villages that are currently
attracting travellers.

The travellers visiting
Sein Pan Gone Village also

of visitors

visit to see the Irrawaddy
Dolphins that live and graze

in Madaya Township.

"Since 2014, the Wild-
life Conservation Society
(WCS), the Department
of Fisheries, and the Ir-

, rawaddy Dolphin Conser-

vation Group have worked
together to develop village-
based tourism. The villages

that have been developed
© village-based tourism are

Sin Kyun Village, Aye Kyun
Village, Myey Kyun Village,
and Sein Pan Gone Village

in Madaya Township, and
., in Myit Kanggyi Village and

Sae Thae Village in Singu
Township, Mandalay Region
and in Ywar Thit Village,
Tagaung Village, and Shein
Makar Village in Wetlet
Township, Sagaing Region,"
he said. 184

Over 480 rural water supply projects

earmarked for more than
420 villages

Nay Pyi Taw June 13

The Ministry of Coop-
eratives and Rural Develop-
ment stated that more than
480 water supply projects
will be implemented in over
420 villages across the na-
tion in 2024-25 financial
year.

The ministry emphasizes
implementation of rural sup-
ply projects for the people
to have easy access to safe
water in 2030.

Hence, the projects are
being implemented with the
budget of the State, mon-

etary assistance of UNICEF
and region and state funds.
So far, the ministry imple-
mented 1,202 water supply
projects in rural areas across
the nation in 2022-23 finan-
cial year.

In 2023-24 FY, a total
of 1,302 projects of water
supply were earmarked and
all projects have been ac-
complished at cent per cent.

In this regard, the origi-
nal allocated fund was spent
on 255 projects and the fund
in cooperation with UNICEF
on 371 projects, totalling

1,302.

In 2024-25 FY, the min-
istry earmarked 481 rural
supply projects in 427 villag-
es. These facilities comprise
artesian wells, tube-wells,

et I

hand-dug wells, lakes and
springs.

At present, tender has
been invited for the project
in 2024-25 financial year.

336

Interview: Dialogue
key driver of human
civilization: former

UNESCO chief

Paris June 13

Former Director-General
of the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO)
Irina Bokova said in a recent
interview with Xinhuathat in-
tercultural dialogue becomes
ever more important as the
world today is confronted
with "numerous challenges"
to peace and sustainable de-
velopment.

On June 7, the 78th ses-
sion of the UN General As-
sembly (UNGA) unanimous-
ly adopted a China-proposed
resolution to designate June
10 as the International Day
for Dialogue among Civili-
zations.

The UN itself was created
in the belief that dialogue

can triumph over discord,
and UNESCO has actively
worked to promote "fruitful
diversity of cultures," Bokova
said.

Dialogue is "a key driver
of human civilization, a con-
tinuous force for creativity,
for the development of new
ideas and for the sharing of
knowledge," she said, citing
history of the Silk Road as an
example.

"Overmillennia, the won-
drous story of the Silk Road
has been one of encounters
-- between people, cultures,
religions and knowledge.
These encounters have shaped
civilizations over the ages

. catalyzing inventions ...
fertilizing intellectual scholar-
ship,” Bokovasaid. Xinhua

Surge in coconut supply from
various regions boosts Mandalay
market trading

Mandalay June 13

It has been reported that
coconuts from various re-
gions are being abundantly
brought into the Mandalay
market, where trading is
ongoing as usual. Previ-
ously, coconuts were ex-
ported to Bangladesh, but
due to a decrease in exports
in recent months and good
local demand in the Man-

dalay market, the inflow
from various regions has
increased significantly. It
is also noted that coconuts
are currently being sold for
1500-2000 kyats each in the
market.

"Because the Mandalay
market is large, it is possible
that more coconuts from
various regions are coming

in compared to before. The

trading is normal, but the in-
crease in supply has slightly
lowered the price," said co-
conut trader Daw Thu Thu.

Coconuts are not only
used domestically in con-
fectionery businesses but are
also widely used in events
such as weddings, pagoda
festivals, and nat (spirit)
festivals. Young coconuts
are commonly sold as bev-

erages in the Mandalay
market. Coconuts produced
in Myanmar are exported to
Bangladesh as raw materi-
als and are reprocessed into
high-value products.
Currently, efforts are be-
ing made to produce refined

products domestically for

export, but the number of

producers is still limited.
209

Crucial crossing on
Libya-Tunisia border
to partially reopen af-
ter months of closure

Tripoli June 13

The Ras Ajdir border
crossing, a vital land link be-
tween Libya and Tunisia, will
partially reopen on Thursday
following months of closure,
the Libyan Interior Ministry
announced on Wednesday.

The reopening decision
was made after discussions
between the interior min-
isters of both countries in
Libya's capital Tripoli. Full
operations at the crossing
are scheduled to resume on
June 20.

Located 170 km west of
Tripoli, the Ras Ajdir cross-
ing was closed on March
19 due to an attack by a
"eriminal group." It serves
as a key passage for travel-

= Libyan Intel'ior‘ [
isiar i nister;Khale
security agreem entinIrip oliT'ibya,jon June12,2024.

ers between the two North
African nations.

During their meeting,
Libyan Interior Minister
Emad al-Tarabelsi high-
lighted ongoing issues af-
fecting passenger movement,
including smuggling and
problems with travelers hav-
ing similar names. He noted
that both sides are conducting
maintenance and upgrades at
the border crossing to meet
international standards.

For his part, Tunisian In-
terior Minister Khaled Nouri
expressed Tunisia's commit-
ment to enhancing coopera-
tion with Libya and address-
ing challenges impacting the
flow of passengers through
the border crossings. Xinhua

ad L Tar ab elsi (R) and
Nouri' (I?)/sign a
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Number of local and foreign travellers
resurges at Taungthaman Lake and Bridge
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Mandalay June 13

Number of local and
foreign travellers visiting
Taungthaman Lake and

Bridge was on the rise start-
ing from the first week of
June 2024, said U Soe Win,

secretary of the bridge main-

"

tenance body.
U Bein Bridge dubbed as
Taungthaman Bridge concem-

ing its location over Taungtha-

man Lake is attracting local
and foreign travellers. As it
is a great tourist destination
in Mandalay Region, number
of local and foreign travellers
resurged again.

“At present, the lake and
bridge can catch attentions
of travellers. Those travellers
visit there to enjoy sunset
scene,” said the secretary.

Some 500 travellers daily
paid visit to the lake and
bridge in the last week of
May this year but the number
of travellers leading to these

| destinations exceed 1,000

per day.

Taungtham an Bridge was
built of 1,086 posts. More
than 50 boats give transport
service to travellers to enjoy
sunset scene from the lake.

184

Mandalay Region conducts 10 livelihood
training courses to boost small business
establishment

Mandalay June 13

According to the Man-
dalay Region Department of
Small Industries, 10 liveli-
hood support training cours-
es have been conducted this
fiscal year to help people in
the Mandalay Region estab-
lish small buginesses.

The department has
planned to conduct a total of
34 training sessions this fis-
cal year, starting from April.
So far, 10 sessions have been
completed, said Director U
Win Bo of the Mandalay
Region Department of Small
Industries.

"There are courses pro-
vided directly by the de-

partment as well as those

conducted in collaboration
with partner organizations.
So far, we have conduct-
ed 10 livelihood support
training sessions. The dura-
tion of each course varies

depending on the type of

training. Graduates of these

courses have been able to

start their own businesses in -

their local areas. We provide

training for both urban and =

rural residents, with a focus
on going to rural areas to
teach technical skills. These
courses allow families to
stay together and start their
own businesses, leading to
more job opportunities and
increased income through
the production and sale of

goods," he explained.

The livelihood support
training courses include
techniques for producing
consumer goods and cos-
metics, value-added food
production, electrical weld-

ing, basic motorcycle main-

tenance, home electrical
wiring, electric motor sew-
ing machine operation, basic
sewing machine operation,
electrical wiring, motor sew-
ing machine training, hand-
loom and power loom train-

ing, totaling 10 sessions. 185

RubliciNotice
for: nationlofi

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-
bers of the general public, as well as looting
and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating
and killing people and committing destructive activi-
ties, is to protect the lives and property of the general
public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Yinmabin Town-

Plans underway to grow more than 18,000
acres of monsoon paddy in Kalewa Tsp

Kalewa June 13

According to the statistics
of the township agriculture
department, farmers will
grow 18,635 acres of mon-
soon paddy in Kalewa Town-
ship of Kalay District in Sa-
gaing Region this monsoon.

Local farmers planned to
start cultivation of monsoon
paddy in the third week of

June till September.

U Myo Naing, Head of
Kalewa Township Agricul-
ture Department, said: “We
earmarked growing more
than 18,000 acres of mon-
soon paddy this monsoon.
We will provide assistance to
local farmers for cultivation
of monsoon paddy meeting
the target and agricultural

techniques.”

In 2023-24 FY, the town-
ship earmarked 18,526 acres
of monsoon paddy but local
farmers met the target culti-
vation.

This year, local farmers
emphasize cultivation of
Ayeyamin, Hsinthukha, Hsin
Ekari-3, Palethwe, Shwebo
Pawsan and domestic paddy

strains. Agricultural staff
helped local farmers prevent
pests and minimize loss and
waste of crops.

This year, agricultural
staff will give a helping hand
to local farmers with agricul-
tural techniques, high quality
of paddy strains, prevention
of pests and systematic use of

fertilizers. 336

ship farmers harvest
83,682 acres of winter
sunflowers

Yinmabin June 13

Atotal of 83,682 acres of
sunflowers planted during the
winter crop planting season
in Sagaing Region have been
harvested, according to sta-
tistics from the Department
of Agriculture.

The harvest of sunflow-
ers planted in the 2023-2024
winter season has been har-
vested since February of this
year. So far, 83,682 acres
have been harvested and
28.14 baskets have been
produced per acre.

“Sunflowers are mainly
planted in winter. In order to
reduce the import of palm oil
from abroad, we have been
able to expand the cultiva-
tion of sunflower, which is

said Daw

an oilseed crop,’

Myat Moe Win, head of the
Department of Agriculture
for Yinmabin District.

The harvest of the sun-
flowers made by the town-
ships in Yinmabin District
is 18,561 acres in Yinmabin
Township, 16,897 acres in
KaniTownship, 17,242 acres
in Salingyi Township, and
30,982 acres in Pale Town-
ship, totaling 83,682 acres.

In order to expand the
cultivation of sunflower in
Yinmabin District, the rel-
evant township Department
of Agriculture has speeded
up the educational courses,
and provided the educational
courses for the staff and sun-
flower growers to improve
their performance and health.
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