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Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing meets members of
Magway Region government, district level departmental
officials, discussed regional development

Collective efforts must be exerted with Ayeyawady River as base for farming
and socioeconomic success in entire Magway Region

Nay Pyi Taw May 24

Chairman of State Administra-
tion Council Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing met
members of Magway Region gov-
ernment, district level departmental
officials, at the town hall in Mag-
way this afternoon, and discussed
regional development.

Present were Joint SAC Sec-
retary Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo, SAC
member Lt-Gen Nyo Saw, union
ministers Lt-Gen Tun Tun Naung,
U Tin Oo Lwin, U Min Naung, U
Khin Maung Yi, Dr Charlie Than,
Magway Region Chief Minister U
Tint Lwin, and senior military of-

ficers from Office of Commander-
in-Chief.
Regional points presented
The chief minister reported
on points of the region, farming
activities and production, school

education and educational facts,
public healthcare undertakings,
healthcare and welfare services for
retired civil servants in the region,
regional development undertakings
and future programs.

Magway region level officials
reported on efforts to develop
mixed cropping, enhance cotton
farming, target realization and ag-
ricultural activities, dissemination

establishment of special zones and
special tree plantation plans.

As regards environmental
greening, the Senior General gave
guidance, saying that Magway
Region is located in the dry zone
and faced temperatures that were
significantly high this year. Some
townships of the region were

of agro-knowledge and field tours
to collect precise data on township-
wise land use, crop cultivation and B
yield, tree plantation for environ-
mental greening and future plans,
and regional level and department-
wise requirements.

Union ministers’ response

In giving ministry-wise clari-
fications, Union ministers U Min
Naung and U Khin Maung Yi said
department-wise requirements
will be fulfilled in accord with the
procedures. They then explained
efforts to develop farming and
production, nation-wide environ-
mental greening activities and

included in the list of world’s hot-
test towns. Tree growing is the
answer to reducing temperatures
and preserving weather. Every vil-
lage must grow at least two acres
of trees. Trees must be planted in
the home compounds, roadsides
and land. Tree plantation must be
set up town-wise and village-wise.
Involvement of other ministries and
local people in the relevant minis-
~ % try’s efforts will ensure more suc-

cess in greening the environment

and reducing temperatures. Heat
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resistant buildings must be built for
elderly persons and people who are
weak and feeble to escape intense
heat. For example people can gain
merits and get places to rest peace-
fully by building pagodas with
cave-like structures. Another point
to be pondered is the installation
of solar-powered air conditioners.
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Farming and regional
development

In his discussions for regional
development, the Senior General
said the meeting was held to dis-
cuss development of education,
health, economy and regional
development and to explain the
government’s actions and policies.
A country has to operate its politi-
cal, economic and defence driving
forces for its progress and of them
economic driving force plays the
pivotal role, See Page 13
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as the other ones develop-
ment depends on its func-
tionality.

Magway Region has a
lot of resources for the suc-
cess of agriculture. Its main
crops are cotton, groundnut
and sesame. Of the two,
multiple cropping and mixed
cropping, the former can
develop agriculture more.
Multiple cropping must be
developed in rice fields and
proper technology must be
applied for increasing yield.
Seed, land, water and tech-
nology are the basic needs of
agriculture. Farmers need to
use quality seeds, improve
the soil fertility, organic
fertilizers, adequate amount
of water and correct meth-
ods. Ayeyawady River must
be effectively harnessed
to supply water for crops.
Solar-powered river water
pumping stations must be in-
stalled area wise. In this way,
areas along the river of the
region can achieve success
in agricultural undertakings.
Goals and targets must be
reached in increasing crop
yield. If the targeted oil crop
yield is hit, the region will be
able to increase its earnings
significantly from cooking
oil crops. Cotton cultiva-
tion also needs support and
efforts should be made to
develop cotton based indus-
tries and textile businesses.

g meets Magway Region g
Careful calculations are
needed as crop patterning
can help develop crop-based
industries.

Efforts must be made to
carry out livestock breeding
tasks successfully in Mag-
way Region. Goat breed-
ing, which is thriving in
the region, can be carried
out and it was learnt that
Hteinsan goat, which is bred
in Magway Region, can pro-
duce a lot of meat. Breeding
layers, broilers, pigs and
cattle must be carried out
successfully. If develop-
ment of industries based on
agriculture and livestock
breeding can implemented,
it will be able to contribute
to regional and national de-
velopment. In carrying out
agriculture and livestock
breeding tasks successfully,
educated human resources
are needed. Therefore, it
1s necessary to promote
education.

High quality of educa-
tion and proliferation of
knowledge

It was found that the
changing of grades and ac-
quisition of formal education
are weak in Magway Region.
It was also found that some
have dropped out of school
due to various reasons dur-
ing changing grades. Educa-
tion must be promoted for
the better future of the region
and education standards will

o

i

fgmit’iént members and ldlstrlct levelgl“'_e?_)a?tmentgllocials. '

be higher when regional
stability has been restored.
The government has been
taking measures to mini-
mize grudges and impacts
in restoring regional stabil-
ity. While education is be-
ing encouraged, healthcare
services are being provided
for the people consistently.
Agriculture and livestock
breeding tasks are being
carried out for career de-
velopment of rural people.
As taking such measures is
meant for development of
the region and townships,
local residents are required
to make concerted efforts
for regional development
and the better future of their
children by distinguishing
politics and interests of the
country.

Regional development
can be achieved when intel-
lectuals who are instilled
with knowledge and wis-
dom are nurtured. Lack of
wisdom can undermine the
regional development and
stability. Therefore, the gov-
ernment has been promoting
school education, develop-
ment of libraries and pro-
liferation of knowledge and
cooperation of residents is
essential. A policy has been
adopted to build libraries
in all middle schools and
village-tracts and those who
can afford are urged to offer
help.

e [t

*

Stabilities of regions and
country

It 1s necessary to imple-

ment the people’s security

system properly for regional

stability. Mutual monitoring

and exercising restraints

based on self-conscientious-

S )

=

ness will lead to regional
stability and development.
As every citizen is respon-
sible for national defense,
the People’s Military Service
Law was enacted for a long
time and the law has been
activated recently. The aim is
to safeguard Our Three Main
National Causes and the law
is being implemented. Meas-
ures will be taken to not to
put burden on the people and
the country by recruiting a
certain number of people
within the eligible age to
perform duties within the
limited period. As there were
incitements based on fake

e

Senior General Min éung Hlaing{goes)round!in{theS

news and opinions without
studying the provision of
the law, relevant depart-
ments are required to un-
derstand the law themselves
and take measures to enable
the public to get correct
perceptions.

In short, Magway Re-
gion is required to exert
efforts to successfully im-

- plement the project to carry
% out agriculture and livestock
> breeding tasks and industries
for socioeconomic develop-

ment of the region. If lo-
cal departmental staff and
esidents make concerted
efforts to make the region
a reliable one for the coun-
try, the regional will be
a such one.

Cash, books, journals
donated for development
of libraries

Then, the Senior General

First, the Senior General and
wife and party inspected the
building and heard reports
on construction of the build-
ing presented by Director of
the Directorate of Military
Engineering Maj-General
Zaw Naing Oo and the Sen-
ior General gave necessary
instructions.

Then, the Senior Gen-
eral and wife and party
proceeded to the Shinpin
Sakaintae Pagoda and paid
obeisance by offering flow-
ers and water. Afterward,
the Senior General and party
made cash donation for all-
round renovation of the
pagoda and paid obeisance
by walking round the pagoda
clockwise.

Afterward, the Senior
and wife and party pro-
ceeded to the landmark My -
athalon Pagoda in Magway

donated MMK 280 million
and 5,500 books and jour-
nals for the development of
libraries in Magway Region
to the chief minister of the
region.

After the meeting, the
Senior General and par-
ty cordially greeted the
attendees.

Senior General inspects
construction of Sasana
Beikman Taw in Minbu

Afterward, the Senior
General and wife, accom-
panied by the entourage,
inspected the construction
of the Sasana Beikman Taw
in Minbu, Magway Region.

as a\na Beikman.

and were welcomed by the
pagoda board of trustees and
officials. The Senior General
and wife and party paid obei-
sance to the pagoda by offer-
ing flowers and water and
donated cash for all-round
renovation of the pagoda to
the board of trustees, who
presented Dhamma gifts to
the Senior General.

Then, the Senior General
and party paid obeisance
to the pagoda by walking
clockwise and asked about
offering the 7™ gold robe
offering ceremony on the en-
tire pagoda and attended to

the needs. 100

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

RubliciNotice o EliminationtoftViolence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people™, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, 1is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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SAC Vice Chairman Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe Win delivers speech at meeting
1/2024 of Natlonal Dlsaster Management Committee

Nay Pyi Taw May 24

The meeting 1/2024 of Na-
tional Disaster Management
Committee took place at the
assembly hall of the Ministry
of Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement in Nay Py1 Taw
this afternoon, with an address
by Chairman of the Manage-
ment Committee Vice Chair-
man of the State Administra-
tion Council Deputy Prime
Minister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win.

Also present at the meet-
ing were union ministers, the
chairman of Nay Pyi Taw
Council, deputy ministers, sen-
ior military officers from the
Office of the Commander-in-
Chief, departmental heads and
officials together with chief
ministers of regions and states
through video conferencing.

First, the Vice-Senior Gen-
eral said that the meeting was
held with four objectives.
At the Union government
meeting 2/2024 held on 22
April 2024, the Prime Minister
discussed possible dangers in
climate change. This meeting
must discuss the further plans
for such situations as the first
point. For the second point,
work committee and region
and state national disaster
management committees in-
cluding that of the Nay Pyi1
Taw have to coordinate the
natural disaster management
measures. With regard to the
third point, it is necessary to
discuss the funds of the na-
tional disaster management,
accomplishment of work pro-
cess and future plans. Moreo-
ver, the meeting needs to seek
the approvals for the funds of
the management committee as
the fourth point.

At the Union government
meeting, the Prime Minister
gave guidance, saying that it
is necessary to take lessons
from the past event of climate
changes and to consider how to

make preparations to prevent
these dangers.

The assignments of the
work for the management
committee mention formation
of necessary bodies to imple-
ment the process of the com-
mittee, adopting policies for
important tasks among others
and give necessary guidance
by reviewing the work pro-
gress of the committee.

Hence, it is necessary to
analyze strong and weak points
over the past events to imple-
ment the work processes of
future plans. In reviewing
the natural disasters, climate
changes were based on natural
disasters in 2023-24 period
despite having some manmade
problems.

Currently, global countries
including Myanmar are suffer-
ing impacts of El Nino and La
Nina. The two are events of
climate changes from normal
climatic conditions. Experts
remarked that severe climatic
conditions may cause impacts
not only in eastern shores of
Pacific Ocean but at shores of
southern Asia.

Due to global warming,
the average temperature of
the world is rising year after
year in comparison between
temperature in 1850-1900 and
current temperature. El Nino
triggers global warming with
higher temperature.

Itcan be seen that lower El
Nino started in May 2023 in
global countries and it became
a moderate intensity in July
and August. From September
2023 to February 2024, El
Nino became the strong con-
ditions. It is expected to cause
the low intensity of event till
May 2024 and the climatic
conditions will turn into nor-
malcy from June to October,
according to the world weather
watchdog.

Due to impacts of El Nino,
global countries faced ex-

L NE

r Management Commlttee meetlng 1/2024.

tremely severe storms, high
speed of strong winds and
low depression as a record
in 2023 in addition to strong
earthquakes, strong winds,
heavy rains and flesh flooding.

At the same time, glaziers
faced melting in the world with
falling thick mist. Myanmar
also faced impacts of extreme-
ly severe cyclone Mocha and
strong winds on 14 May 2024.

Moreover, statements
showed that the global
countries suffered hotness,
droughts, shortage of water,
forest fire, volcanic eruption,
flows of molten lava, strong
winds, floods and falling
hailstones triggered by EI
Nino in summer of 2024, and
Chauk, Magway, Minbu and
NyaungU of Myanmar were
involved on the list of 15
world’s hottest cities.

According to the De-
partment of Metrology and
Hydrology, some 30 mete-
orological observatory camps
conducted measurements till
mid-May 2024, showing 50
times of recorded tempera-
tures. Due to the high tempera-
ture, cumulonimbus clouds
occurred in some regions and
strong winds destroyed flight
routes much.

AHA Centre compiled
the data on natural disasters
in ASEAN region from 2023
to the period from January
to May 2024, showing earth-
quakes, floods, landslides and
volcanic eruption 829 times in
2023 and 539 more times in the
five months period from Janu-
ary to May 2024. It indicated
larger number of natural dis-
asters increased. It can be seen
that natural disasters caused
US$642.4 million worth of
loss in 2023 and $22.4 million
worth of loss from January to
May 2024. According to the ta-
ble of natural disasters, danger
of flooding was the worst. As
monsoon will fall in Myanmar

soon, it is necessary to make
preparations. Moreover, the
Department of Meteorology
and Hydrology of the Ministry
of Transport and Communica-
tions forecast that a yellow col-
our level of a depression over
the Bag of Bengal may become
a severe cyclonic storm. On 26
May, it may enter India and

Bangladesh. Due to impact of

the storm, a warning of storm

has been 1ssued for coasts of

Rakhine State and Ayeyawady
Region. Hence, relevant region
and state governments need to
make preparations and conduct
rehearsal against the disasters
like storm Mocha.

Dueto the storm's intensity,
there are storm warnings along
the coastal areas, including
Rakhine State and Ayeyawady
Region. The respective state
and regional governments
are also required to carry out
advance warnings, necessary
preparations, and drills similar
to those conducted for Cyclone
Mocha. Although there is no
storm intrusion, it is necessary
to anticipate and prepare for
the possibility of high waves
in Myanmar's sea, heavy rains
along the coastal areas, strong
winds, and subsequent flood-
ing and landslides. It is also
important to continuously
warn and inform the local
residents.

In 2023, significant wild-
fires occurred globally, nota-
bly in Ghana and Nigeria. In
Greece, the Dadia National
Park, covering 17,500 hec-
tares, suffered severe damage
to wildlife and the natural
environment due to extensive
wildfires. Flooding events took
place in May 2023 in Congo,
Chile, California (USA), and
Brazil, leaving over a hundred
thousand people homeless. An
earthquake measuring 7.8 on
the Richter scale struck the
border between Turkeye and
Syria, causing widespread

destruction and loss. Cyclones
also hit Greece, Turkeye, and
Libya.

In May 2023, during the
occurrence of Cyclone Mo-
cha in Myanmar, under the
leadership and guidance of the
Prime Minister, various min-
istries and organizations con-
ducted advance preparations.
The Disaster Management
Committees of the regions
and states also carried out
preparations and drills. Due
to the collective efforts of all
the staff during the incident,
the danger posed by Cy-
clone Mocha was successfully
mitigated within a short time,
resulting in minimal dam-
age and loss. Since natural
disasters cannot be prevented
by anyone, lessons learned
from past experiences, includ-
ing Cyclone Mocha, will be
used to implement proactive
measures, preparations, drills,
emergency response, and
rescue operations, as well as
timely and efficient recovery
efforts in accordance with
established procedures.

The Standing Order on
Natural Disaster Management
(2022), approved at the Na-
tional Disaster Management
Committee meeting (1/2022),
outlines procedures for the
work committee. However,
some ministries, regions, and
states have yet to compile
and submit their reports. It is
therefore crucial to expedite
the drafting and submission
process in accordance with
the Standing Order on Natural
Disasters (2022).

Given the unpredictable
nature of natural disasters,
having local standing orders
in place is essential for timely
response. These orders provide
valuable insights into past pro-
cesses, enabling us to prepare
for future events. Ministries,
state, and regional disaster
management committees must

prioritize immediate action.
Regarding the allocation

| of funds for natural disaster

management, the Prime Min-
ister has established a clear
policy. Cyclone shelters have
been constructed in coastal
and mountainous areas prone
to strong winds, irrespective
of whether recent floods or

storms have occurred. The

Prime Minister has approved
fund allocations without de-
ductions based on reports from
relevant ministries, regional,
and state governments. With
a focus on preventing loss of
life, officials from regional
and state disaster management
committees must ensure the
timely completion of these
buildings. Continuous supervi-
sion and efforts are necessary
for long-term strength and
quality improvement.

The National Disaster
Management Committee and
officials from ministries and
regional/state natural disas-
ter management committees
should be aware of their duties
and emergency response in
the event of a natural disaster.
For relief and rehabilitation
activities and future work,
suggestions and discussions
are invited, the Vice-Senior
General said.

Committee Vice Chairmen
Union Ministers Lt-Gen Yar
Pyae and Dr Soe Win clarified
awareness campaigns and pre-
paredness measures for relief
and resettlement if a disaster
comes.

Committee Secretary Dep-
uty Minister explained the
progress in the implementa-
tion of the previous meeting
resolutions and the availability,
expense and balance of the
committee’s funds.

Then, the union ministers,
the Nay Pyi Taw Council
chairman, region/state chief
ministers, deputy ministers and
officials discussed committee’s
funds, progress in work and
preparedness measures.

The director general of the
Department of Meteorology
and Hydrology reported on
the situation of the depression
forming in the Bay of Bengal.

The Work Committee Sec-
retary Disaster Management
Department director general
read out the resolutions of the
meeting (1/2024) and sought
approval.

Later, the Vice-Senior
General coordinated necessary
matters and gave a concluding
remark. 100
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- Asia feels the pinch of growing ‘food

chokepoints’ By Asia Times.
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