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—China in middle of India-Pakistan

naval arms race By Asia Times.
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Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing receives delegation led by
Special Envoy of the ASEAN Alternate Chair on Myanmar
H.E. Mr. Alounkeo KITTIKHOUN and Secretary-General
of ASEAN Dr. KAO KIM HOURN

Z=

= theASEANAltelnate Chair on Myanmar HE. M. Alnunken KI T]I{ZHOUN and

Smlul General Min Aung Hlaing receives the delegation led'byfﬁm ecial’ Envny of

Secreta.ry GEILEI al of ASEAN Dr Kao Kim Huurn

Nay Pyi Taw May 15

Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing received a del-
egation led by Special Envoy
of the ASEAN Alternate
Chair on Myanmar HE. Mr.
Alounkeo KITTIKHOUN
and Secretary-General of
ASEAN Dr Kao Kim Hourn
atthe Credentials Hall of his
office here at 10 am today.

Present at the meeting

together with the Senior
General were Joint SAC
Secretary Lt-Gen Ye Win
Oo, unton ministers U Than
Swe, U Ko Ko Hlaing, Lt-
Gen Tun Tun MNaung, Dr
Soe Win and officials. The
special envoy, the former
Lhinister at the Prime Win-
ister’s Office of Laos, was
accompanied by the ASEAN
secretary general, Executive
Director of AHA Mr LEE
TAM MING, Ambassador

e e

of Laos to Myanmar HE
IMr Heuangseng KHAN-
DALAVONG and officials.

At the meeting views
on Myanmar's best efforts
for cooperation with the
ASEAN, Myanmar's partici-

pation 1n ASEAN meetings, 3
ASEAN's humanitarian to 3

Myanmar and the best col-
laborative efforts to ensure
atd reachesthe actual people
who need assistance, efforts
te implement the multiparty

democracy system aspired

by the people, preparations
to hold free and fair mul-

tiparty democracy general

( elections, the importance of

| the awareness of Myanmar's

real situation, SAC s 1mple-
mentation of the five-point

- roadmap fer national peace

5 ' [ S
S (G el llMi Hl T h it thth -de.l tionil d
entorsenera n Aung Hlaingp osesifor agrnupp 0 ugl e ega on'led

by Sp ec1aﬂ}.1'nvny o thtml.SEAN Ater 'nate’ Ghan on Myanm ar ' H lE M. Alnunkea
KITTIKHOUN and Secretary- General of ASEAN Dr. Kao Kim Hourn.

and stability and progress,
ASEANs involvement in
peaceful resolution of My-
anmar s sttuation, and the
topics on the appropriate
areas of Myanmar-ASEAN
cooperation were cordially
exchanged.

After the meetmg the

Senior General presented
replicas of Maravijaya Bud-
dha Image to the special
envoy, the secretary general
and the AHA Center execu-
tive director and posed for a
documentary phote with the
delegation.

More than 20,000 acres of summer paddy cultivated
in Kanbalu District

Kanbalu May 15
The statistics of Kanbalu
District Agriculture Depart-
ment stated that a total of
27,348 acres of summer

paddy has been cultivatedin

.| Kanbalu District of Sagaing

Eegion this summer

In 2022-23 financial

' vear, the district earmarked

cultivation of 20,600 acres
of summer paddy but local

_ farmers planted 22 348 acres

of District Agriculture De-
partment said: “This year,
the district earmarked culti-
vation of summer on 20,600
acres of farmlands So far,
local farmers have planted
22,348 acres of summer
paddy exceeding the target.”
This year, Kanbalu
Township planted 22,014
acres of summer paddy ex-
ceeding the target of 20,434
acres and Kyunhla Town-

Officials from relevant
township departments 1n
Kanbalu District helped lo-
cal farmers grow summer
crops 1n bime and supply of
water to farmlands through
canals.

This year, agricultural
stafl assisted local farmers
in use of quality strains of
crops, systematic use of
natural fertilizers and nur-

turing the crops for growing

ship Agriculture Department
make natural fertilizers, dis-
seminate knowledge about
use of compound fertilizer
and sale of ureafertilizers to
local farmers at faur prices
Moreover, departmen-
tal offictals 1informed local
farmers about necessary
directives on prevention of
pests and cultivation of mon-
soon and summer crops in
time, sustainability of fertile

: exceeding the target
D aw Mar Mar Win, Head

ship, 33
the target of 166 acres

4 acres exceeding monsoon cropsin fume soil and storage of quality

206

pad qplantatlnn

o ml\uy:!_u._u fmar

Officials from Town- seeds of crops

S b A R s T

Rulblic:Noticerfor Eliminationtofi Violence

1. Declaning themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, HUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including
schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
", "NUG", and “"PDEF”

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

2. Mot encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CEPH terrorists, who are intimidating and kalling people and committing destructive activities, 1s

(¥

Giving information secretly to the authonities on terronists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives and property

of innocent people.
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Vice Chairman of State Administration Council
Deputy Prime Minister Chairman of Illegal Trade Eradi-
cation Steering Committee Vice-Senior General Soe Win

addresses Work Coordination Meeting (2/2024)

'v'iceLSeni'ur Gel_?_ W-nrds

Nay Pyi Taw May 15

Work Coordination of the
Tllegal Trade Eradication Steer-
ing Committee was held at the
conference hall of the Minmistry
of Commerce in Nay Py1 Taw
this afternoon and Vice Chair-
man of the State Administration
Council Deputy Prime Minister
Chairman of the steenng com-
mittee Vice-Semor General Sce
Win delivered an address atthe
meeting.

Also present at the meet-
ing were unton mimisters Lt-
Gen Yar Pyae and U Tun
Chn, deputy ministers, the
chairman of the Eevenue
Appellate Tribunal, members
of the Nay Pyi Taw Coun-
cil, permanent secretaries,
directors-generals, chairmen
and officials of orgamzations
and chairmen of regional and
state special committees for
eradication of illegal trade
participated in the meeting via
video conferencing

First, the Vice-Senior Gen-
eral delivered an address,
saying the Pnme Mimster in-
structed respective regions and
states at the Meeting (1/2024)
of the National Planning Com-
mission on 21 March, 2024 to
reduceimports and to boost
exports, to exert efforts to
accelerate the production
goods, to place emphasis on
self- sufficiency of edible oil
to reduce foreign exchange
spending by exerting efforts
for production of edible suf-
ficiently at home, as cooking

oil worth between US$ 500
million and 600 million has
tobeimported annually and
to prevent illegal extraction
of natural resources and
illegal trade.

Similarly, it was also in-
structed at Union Govern-
ment Meeting (4/2024) on
Aprl that the country boasts

favorable conditions and

g )

human resources. However,
there were difficulties due
to attempts to delay trade
flows caused by economic
sanctions and trade block-
ages. If such difficulties can
be overcome, trade will be
flourish, economy will be
strong and the value of the
currency will increase.

Tt has been 14 times since
the first coerdination meeting
was held by forming the steer-
ing committee to eradicate
illegal trade 1n the country
Up to the 13% meeting, a total
of 456 decisions have been
made, After restructuring the
steering committee, 12,430
cases were filed and 1llegal
goods worth about MME
250.176 billion were seized

In February, March and
Apnl in 2024, the Customs
Department made largest sei-
zures of llegal goods and 1n
terms of seizures of 1llegal
goods 1o regions and states
including the Nay Py: Taw
Council Area, Mandalay Fe-
gion, Kachin State and Tanin-
tharyi Eegion stood first, sec-
ond and third respectively in

(212024

serzuresillegal goods In terms
of goeds categones, vehicles
and machinery including un-
licensed vehicles and vessels,
raw materials and investment
matertals stood first, second
andthirdrespectively Accord-
ing to an estimate of the T,
countries around the world
suffered revenue losses worth
US$ two trillion annually It
can be seen that 1llegal trade
of agricultural goods stood
between 73§ 30 to 40 billien
and illegally imported medi-
cines caused losses of lives of
children and smuggled chemi-
cal drugs cause environm ental
damage, threatening many
countries in the world

In the ASEAN region,
increase 10 illegal trade has
causednot only financial losses
to governments and businesses
but also significantly affected
brediversity, human lives and
rights. It 1s reported that the
main cause of the problem
has been descnibed as alcohol,
beverages, toys and games,
vehicle parts, medicines, ag-
nicultural chemicals, pesticide
and viclation of copynghts.

MMoreover, 1ssues related to
intellectual property nghts are
not only complex but also lead
totransnaticnal cnmes, accord-
ing to findings of the OECD
andthe WIFO, the trade of fake
goods amounted to USE 509
billion, accounting for 3percent
of the global trade,

It was also found that fake
goods entering the ASEAN

region amount to T35 35 bil-
lien annually and fake medi-
cinesmade up USE 2 6 hillion
annually Eceonomic losses
from them amountto US$ six
ballien annually.

Trade deficits with major
trading countries with Myan-
mar such as China, Thaland,
India and Japan ranged from
TS six billion at the minimum
to 12 billion at the mammum,
highlighting illegal trade, ac-
cording to the data of the In-
ternational Trade Centre (ITC).

A5 the country 15 abundant
in natural resources and 15 an
agricultural country, products
from natural resources and
agriculture are mainly ex-
ported to other countries, In
carrying out tasks for trade
development of the country in
accordance with the economic
objectives of the country,
illegal trade hinders trade
development significantly As
the country suffers losses in
revenue and negative effects
due to illegal trade, the gov-
ernment, the private sectors as
well asthe people are required
to make concerted efforts to
eliminate 1llegal trade

In developing a market
economic system, the gov-
ernment, businesspeople, and
consumers play key roles To
increase national income, the
government must ensure the
collection of customs duties
and taxes, provide guarantees
for safe and secure goods,
and reduce or eliminate 1l-

legal goods. Ultimately, the
government will lead the fight
against 1llegal trade until 1t 15
completely eradicated

Medicines, cosmetics,

| food, and mest consumer

goods sold locally online
are being imported and sold
through illegal channels.

| Therefore, special teams and

One Stop Service (O33) de-
partments, along with the FD A
and CID, regularly work to
prevent these activities and
make arrests. I urge for con-
tinued efforts to effectively
prevent these illegal tmports,
cover up such news, and en-
sure that arrests are made.

To ensure the import of
quality goods that meet do-
mestic needs, I urge respon-
sible officials to promptly
collaborate with the relevant
ministries to establish and
enforce product standards

Due to 1illegal trade, the
volume of official exports and
the infl ow of foreign currency
have decreased. Payments
made through illegal channels
create a black market, making
it difficult to calculate the ac-
tual revenue and expenditure
of the state, which hinders
the establishment of accurate
financial and monetary poli-
cies. Furthermore, 1llegal trade
undermines the rule of law and
contributes to the cormuption of
civil servants, ultimately lead-
ing to widespread corruption
and weakening the govern-
ance mechanism.

When conducting anti-
illegal trade operations at
trade routes and checkpoints,
special teams and One Stop
Service (O55) departmentin-
charges must effectively pre-
vent both illegal imports and
exportsin accordance with the
law. Additionally, the relevant
departments should ensure
that the processes for stop-
ping, arresting, and inspect-
ing illegal goods are properly
followed I encourage them to
act effectively and correctly 1n
accordance with the standard
operating procedures (SOFs).

Nlegal trade creates a crisis
for both manufacturers and
consumers Businesses are un-

able to expand and may cease

operations due to market tur-
moil, which increases domestic
unemployment Aspeople seek
work abroad, the domestic
manufactunng sector faces a
reduced labor force, leading to
decreased production.

As afinal point, consum-
ers and local entrepreneurs
who produce goods them-
selves are directly orindirectly
affected by illegal trade To
prevent such events, the Ille-
gal Trade Eracication Steening
Committee and the special
anti-trafficking teams in the
states and regions are urged
to cooperate with the govern-
ment and the public to work
together until 1llegal trade 1s
completely eradicated.

Next, Steering Commuittee
Secretary Deputy Minister
for Commerce U Min Min
reported on progress in the
implementation of the meet-
ing (1/2024) resolutions and
the committee’s functioning,

Then, the directors-gener-
al from the respective depart-
ments read out the messages
sent to the meeting (2/2024)

Deputy Police Chief of
the Winistry of Home Affairs
Police Maj-Gen Aung Naing
Thu explamned control chemi-
cals, cnteriafor importers and
SUPEIVISOry processes.

Steering Committee Vice
Chairman Union Minister
Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, member
Unien Minister U Tun Chn
and the deputy minister for
planning and finance dis-
cussed the findings of 1llegal
trade, legal actions against
drugs, controlled chemicals,
illegal vehicles, fuel, food,
drug and cosmetic seizures
in accordance with the law,
Issues related to prevention,
export-Import comparisons
and commodity low condi-
tions at trading posts, issues
related to E-Lock system and
illegal online sales of goods.

After that, those in attend-
ance discussedtheirrespective
sectors and the draft reselution
of the meeting (2/2024) was
read out.

Later, the Vice-Sentor Gen-
eral coordinated mattersin rela-
tion to the reports and made a

100

concluding remark.
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Stopping Russia's operation in
Kharkiv Oblast requires defeat-
ing Russia’s glidebomb threat t!.’f
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