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Address delivered by Chairman of State
Administration Council Prime Minister of
the Republic of Union of Myanmar Senior General
Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma
Min Aung Hlaing at the opening ceremony of
the 52™ Myanmar Health Congress
(22 January 2024)

Officials, external and inter-
nal researchers and distingu-
ished guests at this 52" Myan-
mar Health Research Con-
gress, I wish you all health, ha-
ppiness and auspiciousness.

The Ministry of Health has
sponsored the health research
congress for the 52" time. The
successive congresses crea-
ted opportunities to highlight
the efforts and research re-
sults and the benefits to dis-
cuss and share the results.
Hence, they are so much su-
pportive of the Health Mini-
stry’s goals - longevily and a
disease free life for all - and
the results stand witness to
their importance and effecti-
veness.

Thanks to the research find-
ings based on solid research
evidence, the country could
adopt health policy directives
and potent and reliable thera-
pies. As they are producing
the fundamental facts, they
must be high quality research
programs. In this regard, all
research programs must be
carried out with correct means
that meet the research ethics.

In order to highlight the fact,
the 52" congress was held
with the theme “Enhancing
Research Integrity and Rese-
arch Ethies”. As it is an ethics-
related congress, veleran rese-
archers of the research ethnic
committees under the Health
Ministry will play the leading
role. It is believed that the con-
gress will produce good results
that will help strengthen those
committees by sharing know-
ledge on ethical technologies.

Seasoned practitioners, me-
dical experts will take part in
a seminar on “Prevention and
alleviation of non-communi-
cable diseases”, as non-commu-
nicable diseases such as hy-
pertension, diabetes, obesity,
cancer that oceur globally due

to the changes in lifestyles.
Hence, the congress will su-
rely produce correct therapies
to control non-communicable
diseases. Local and foreign
experts will take part in hold-
ing talks on cancer. The intro-
duction of a strategy “Myanmar
National Cancer Control Stra-
tegic Action Plan (2023-2027)"
on 27 December 2023 under-
scores the importance of re-
search findings. Based on a
number of research findings,
it was compiled by experts of
the Ministry of Health.
Likewise, infectious disea-
ses such as COVID-19, drug-
resistant tuberculosis, dengue
fever, malaria, must be constan-
tly monitored and research
must be conducted on them.
An ongoing research program
is arequisite to discover basic
facts that may lead to inventing
new therapies and vaccines.
The age of the advanced mole-
cular research laboratory of
the Medical Research Depart-

ment (Yangon HQ) reached 10
years in 2024 in which the 52
congress was held.

It was built in 2014 with the
aid provided by Korea Inter-
national Cooperation Agency
(KOICA), Its aim is to reinforce
the research capacity on three
infectious diseases — malaria,
dengue fever, TB, and to im-
prove healthcare cover against
the infectious diseases in Mvan-
mar by applying modern tech-
nologies and facilities. It is
reported that the Advanced
Molecular Research Center
playved an important role dur-
ing the COVID-19 epidemic in
Myanmar because the labora-
tory has advanced technology
and meets the biosafety level
(2) standards.

In Myanmar, the genetics
of COVID-19 variants are con-
stantly being researched and
analyzed, and more than 300
sereening tests have been con-
ducted at the Department of
Medical Research so far. I am

happy and proud that the Mini-
stry of Health can continuously
share information to inform
the public about the spread of
COVID-19 in the country.
Maore than a hundred years
ago, there was a global pan-
demic of the Spanish flu. To
preserve the records of the
current pandemic of COVID-19
for future generations, resear-
chers from the Tatmadaw Me-
dical Research Corps under
the Ministry of Defence and
the Ministry of Health have
cooperated in research on the
global epidemic. I am very
happy and proud to know that
the results from this research
will be submitted and presented
at this conference.
Tuberculosis is an important
infectious disease, and a new
treatment for drug-resistant
tuberculosis has been resea-
rched and is being used in
clinical practice for patients.
There will also be an academie
seminar in which researchers

from Myanmar and South Korea
will participate and discuss
the research findings for drug-
resistant TB. In order to in-
crease the implementation of
the quality assurance system
in schools and universities re-
lated to medicine and phar-
macology, there will be quality
assurance processes and an
academic seminar on coopera-
tion.

I believe that the research
papers and posters submitted
and presented at this year’s
52" Myanmar Health Research
Conference will fully support
the national health policies
expected by the State.

As I have learned that the
tasks and responsibilities
have been set and properly
implemented to hold such a
big conference successfully, I
also would like to say that we
have recorded and praised the
officials from the conference
organizing committee, work
committee and sub-committees
and the researchers who sub-
mitted and presented papers
and posters and the local and
foreign experts who partici-
pated in the seminars,

In conclusion, by holding the
52" Myanmar Health Rese-
arch Conference, we hope that
the goals of the conference,
which are o improve health
science through health rese-
arch, to raise the standard of
health care, and to allow rele-
vant health professionals to
learn and discuss the research
findings, will be met. I believe
that the strong research results
obtained from the conference
will support one of the social
objectives of the State Admini-
stration Council, “Promoting
the health sector and the sports
sector that will cover all the
people for the longevity and
health of the nation”.

Thank you all.
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Nay Pyi Taw January 22

Terrorist insurgent organizations
have committed acts that insulted Bu-
ddhism by destroyving pagodas, zedis,
stupas and religious edifices revered
by Buddhists by dropping bombs on,
firing heavy weapons at and building
defence posts near the religious stru-
ctures. Recently, the TNLA terrorist
insurgent organization destroyved a
pagoda built on a hill near the entrance
to Namhsan in Shan State (North) by

religious objects in it by TNLA

using a backhoe and robbed religious
objects enshrined in the pagoda.

As such insulting destructive acts that
target the religious belief of Buddhists
savagely and rudely with the aim of
attacking the religion are completely
unacceptable, the Young Men's Buddhist
Association (Headquarters), the Inter-
faith Dialogue Group (Headquarters),
the Myanmar Evangelical Alliance, the
Myanmar Methodist Church (Lower

Myanmar), the Faith Evangelical Church
(Bago), Deliverance Church (Yangon),
the All Myanmar Hindu Council, the
All Myanmar Tamil Hindu Foundation
(Headquarters), the Sandhadhamma-
palaka (Hindu) Association, the All
Myanmar Islam Association, the Pain-
negon Rakhine Jamae Mosque, the
Buthidaung-Maungtaw Development
Association, the Myanmar War Veterans
Association, the Myanmar News Media

Organizations issue statements strongly condemning destruction
of pagoda at entrance to Namhsan, robbery of jewels enshrined as

Council, the Myanmar Sports Media
Association, the Myanmar Motion Pic-
tures Association, the Myanmar Music
Association (Headquarters), the Myan-
mar Art and Sculpture Association
(Headquarters), the Myanmar Thabin
Association (Headquarters), the Myan-
mar Comedians Association and the
Myanmar Writers Association strongly
condemned such acts by issuing their
statements. 100

(il m \\\ Strong condemnation of Young Men’s Buddhist
2l Association (YMBA)
= 22 January 2024

Armed terrorists destroyed pagodas, temples, stupas and religious buildings
sacred to the Buddhists of Myanmar with bombs and heavy weapons. Moreover,
TNLA terrorists demolished a pagoda built by Buddhists with the use of a
backhoe on the hillock at the entrance to Namhsam, Shan State (North), from
10 to 20 January and took enshrined objects.

It was sorrowful to hear about the acts of armed terrorists insulting Buddhism,
and YMBA (Central) issued a statement not accepting the actions of terrorist
groups to tarnish the image of Buddhism and strongly condemning such acts.

Young Men’s Buddhist Association (YMBA)

Union of Myanmar Methodist Church
(Lower Myanmar)Statement
- 22 January 2024

1t is sorrowful to hear that pagodas, stupas and temples, as well as Buddha
images, are being destroyed. The Union of Myanmar Methodist Church (Lower
Myanmar) does not accept such rude and insulting acts of armed terrorists

against Buddhism, and it strongly condemns their actions.
Union of Myanmar Methodist Church (Lower Myanmar)

{’ir{: Cﬁ@ Republic of the Union of Myanmar Myanmar
s ' <« Interfaith Dialogue Group (Central)Statement
et e 22 January 2024

Armed terrorists are rudely destroying pagodas, stupas, temples, and
Buddha images sacred to the Buddhists. TNLA terrorist group demolished a
pagoda with the use of a backhoe on the hillock at the entrance to Namhsam
of Shan State (North) and took enshrined objects.

The Myanmar Interfaith Dialogue Group (Central) strongly condemns acts
of terrorists insulting religions and Buddhism for the freedom of faith of all
Buddhist citizens.

Executive Committee
Myanmar Interfaith Dialogue Group (Central)

Faith Evangelical Church (Bago) Statement
22 January 2024

Terrorists open fire on and destroy religious buildings, including pagodas,
stupas, temples and Buddha images in Myanmar with bombs and heavy
weapons and take cover of these religious monuments as defensive camps to
commit terror acts.

Moreover, TNLA terrorists demolished a pagoda with the use of a backhoe on
the hillock at the entrance to Namhsam of Shan State (North) this month and
took enshrined objects. Thus, the Faith Evangelical Church (Bago) strongly
condemns their acts.

Faith Evangelical Church (Bago)

e ilical Chrlalin Alliasie
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Myanmar Evangelical Christian Alliance Statement
22 January 2024
Terrorists open fire and destroy pagodas, stupas, temples, churches and
religious buildings in some regions and states and take cover of pagodas and
stupas as defensive military camps to commit terror acts.
Acts of these terrorist groups insulting Buddhism cannot be accepted, and
the Myanmar Evangelical Christian Alliance strongly condemns their acts.

Myanmar Evangelical Christian Alliance

Deliverance Church’s (Yangon) statement
22 January 2024
It is distressing to learn that TNLA terrorists destroyed a pagoda at the
entrance to Namhsan and looted the relics enshrined within. Deliverance

Church (Yangon) vehemently condemns such reprehensible acts by terrorists.
Deliverance Church (Yangon)

All Myanmar Hindu Central Council’s Statement
22 January 2024
1. Terrorists are attacking Buddhist temples, pagodas, stupas, religious
buildings, and temples using bombs, gunfire, and heavy weapons. They are
also employing artillery and using pagodas as a base for committing acts of
terrorism.
2. All Myanmar Hindu Central Council strongly denounces the actions of

the terrorists, who are insulting and destroying the religion of the Buddhists.
All Myanmar Hindu Central Council

See Page I4

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

and property of innocent people.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG", and “PDF" terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
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Buthidaung-Maungtaw Regional Development Association Statement
22 January 2024
Buddhists believe in the worship of pagodas and stupas. Instances have been
discovered where Buddha statues, religious buildings, and the enshrined relics
inside the pagoda were destroyed and taken away.
The Buthidaung-Maungtaw Regional Development Association strongly
opposes and condemns terrorist groups that target religious communities.

Buthidaung-Maungtaw Regional Development Association
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SENAYTIOME TRATINE L WTADUE

) ot g Mt Vil e b, Pt B - ST

Pinnaygon Rakhine Jaame Mosque Statement
22 January 2024

1. Terrorists have been committing diverse violent attacks, targeting Buddhist
temples, pagodas, and religious structures across various regions and some
states, causing destruction.

2. The Pinnaygon Rakhine Jaame Mosque vehemently denounces terrorist
organizations involved in the demolition of pagodas, Buddha statues, and
religious buildings that hold significance for Buddhists and are places of worship.

Pinnaygon Rakhine Jaame Mosque

Myanmar Artists Orgamzahon (Central) Statement
22 January 2024
Buddhists in Myanmar believe in and venerate pagodas, stupas, and other
religious structures, including Buddha images. Terrorist groups are also
engaging in reprehensible acts of destruction against churches. In Shan State
(North), there have been reports that TNLA terrorists demolished a pagoda
constructed by Buddhists on a hill at the entrance to Namhsan this month,
and they took away the enshrined relics.
The Myanmar Artist Organization (Central) vehemently condemns the
actions of terrorist groups that insult the religion and belief of Buddhists.

Myanmar Artists Organization (Central)

O=—=——=
Islamic Religious Affairs Council Myanmar’s statement
22 January 2024
1. A pagoda, situated on a hill in Namhsan Town, Northern Shan State, was
demolished using a backhoe, and the relics enshrined in the pagoda were taken
away by the TNLA terrorist group.
2. The Islamic Religious Affairs Council Myanmar strongly condemns the
TNLA terrorist group for committing such destructive acts.
Islamic Religious Affairs Council Myanmar

{ 3 /) Myanmar Music Association (Central) Statement ﬁl
22 January 2024 o 4

Terrorists currently bomb the pagodas, stupas and religious bulldmgs in
regions and states, launch attacks using heavy weapons and also commit
terrorist acts, taking shelter at pagodas as defence bases.

TNLA terrorists reportedly demolished a pagoda, which is sacred to Buddhists,
on the hill in Namhsan Township of Shan State (North) and stole the invaluable
religious objects from the shrine.

Such unacceptable actions are considered to insult the Buddhist religion,
and the Myanmar Music Association (Central) released this statement strongly
condemning their doings.

Myanmar Music Association (Central)
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All Myanmar Tamil Hindu Foundation (HQ)’s statement
22 January 2024
1. Reports indicate the demolition of Buddhist pagodas, the theft of enshrined
relics, and attacks on religious buildings.
2. All-Myanmar Tamil Hindu Foundation (HQ) strongly condemns terrorist
organizations for mocking, insulting, and destroying the religion of Buddhists.

All Myanmar Tamil Hindu Foundation (HQ)

Comedians’ Association
Statement on condemning terror acts

22 January 2024
Armed terrorists commit various terror acts, including acts of firing and
dismantling religious edifices such as pagodas, stupas, temples and Buddha
images with bombs and heavy weapons in some regions and states. TNLA
terrorists demolished a pagoda built by Buddhists with the use of a backhoe
on the hillock at the entrance to Namhsam of Shan State (North) from 10 to 20
January and took enshrined objects. Thus, the Myanmar Comedians’ Association
does not accept such acts and strongly condemns the abovementioned actions,
Myanmar Comedians’ Association

Myanmar Theatrical Association (Central) Statement
22 January 2024
1. The TNLA terrorist insurgent group demolished a pagoda built on the hill at the
entrance to Namhsan using a backhoe, and they took away the enshrined relics.
2. The Myanmar Theatrical Association (Central) strongly condemns the
TNLA terrorist group for not only destroying and insulting religion but also
for looting treasured items.

Myanmar Theatrical Association (Central)

Myanmar War Veterans Organization Statement
22 January 2024, Monday

Armed terrorists intentionally and rudely destroy religious buildings, including
pagodas, temples and stupas, which are sacred to the Buddhists. Reportedly,
TNLA terrorists demolished an ancient pagoda with the use of a backhoe on
the hillock entrance to Namhsam of Shan State (North) and took enshrined
objects from the pagoda.

As destroying pagodas, stupas, and temples of Buddhists in Myanmar, which
forges peaceful co-existence of all religions, is an act of insulting religious faiths
of the people, the Myanmar War Veterans Organization issued this statement,
strongly condemning all armed insurgent groups which commit the destructions
described above.

Myanmar War Veterans Organization

Myanmar Motion Pictures Organization Statement
22 January 2024

1. It was heard that the TNLA group dismantled a pagoda on the hill at the
entrance to Namhsan in the northern part of Shan State, using a backhoe, and
took away the relics enshrined in the pagoda.

2. Myanmar Motion Pictures Organization strongly condemns terrorist
groups that destroyed the religious edifices — integral parts of Myanmar’s
cultural heritage.

Myanmar Motion Picture Organization

Myanmar Press Council Statement
22 January 2024, Monday

1. It was sorrowful to hear that some terrorists demolished and destroyed reli-
gious monuments such as pagodas and stupas, which are sacred to the Buddhists.

2. All Buddhists across Myanmar stage rallies on sentiments not aceepting
such acts of destroying significant non-military religious buildings.

3. The Myanmar Press Council reviewed that destroying religious buildings
and monuments sacred fo the Buddhists is an act of insulting the faith of religion
and does not accept such an act.

Myanmar Press Council

See Page 15
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Myanmar Sports Media FederationStatement
22 January 2024
As demolishing non-military religious significant monuments sacred to the
Buddhists by some terrorists is an act of insulting the faith of religion, the
Myanmar Sports Media Federation strongly condemns such acts.

Myanmar Sports Media Federation

Thananta Dhamma Palaka (Hindu) Federation Statement
22 January 2024
In addition to insulting religious buildings and churches including pagodas,
stupas and temples of Buddhists, armed terrorists demolished the pagoda with
the use of backhoe on the hillock at the entrance to Namhsam of Shan State
(North) this month and took enshrined objects.
Thananta Dhamma Palaka (Hindu) Federation does not totally accept such
destructions of armed terrorists over religious buildings, pagodas and stupas
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Myanmar Writers Association
Statement
22 January 2024

1.The armed terrorists are still demolishing the pagodas, stupas and religious
buildings of Buddhists despite the opposition of the entire nation. They ruined
a pagoda on a hill in Namhsan Township of Shan State(north) with a backhoe
and stole precious religious objects from the reliquary.

2. The demolishing of pagodas, stupas and religious buildings, which are
sacred to Buddhists, insult the Buddhist religion, and the Myanmar Writers
Association has released this statement strongly condemning such doings.

and it strongly condemns such act.

Thananta Dhamma Palaka (Hindu) Federation

Myanmar Writers Association

Plan underway to disburse loans,
inputs to farmers in 2024-25 FY

Mandalay January 22

Loans and agricultural in-
puts will be provadedto local
farmers who operate farm-
lands owned by cooperative
societiesin 2024-25 financial
year, sard assistant director U
Hlaing MMoe of Mandalay Be-
gion Agnculture Department.

Cooperative society
member farmers will grow
crops on the lands 1n 10
townships It will be 339 38
acres of farmlands for 704
farmers from 13 cooperative
societiesin 10 townships So,

the farmers will be subsidized

from the regional govern- *

ment budget.

“Profits from selling
crops from the farmlands
will be allotted to those farm-
ers 10 coming financial year
for development of social
and economic measures.

The region government will

deliver loans and agneul-
tural inputs to those farm-
ers through the fund of the
regional government In this
regard, those farmers will
get one bag of chemical
fertilizer and one bag of
natural fertilizer per acre,”

o AT AN
T 'ﬁ}fﬂ

he explained

Farmers will grow pigeon
peain Patheingyr Township,
paddy 1n Madaya Town-
ship, sesame 1n Kyaukse
Township, chickpea, cotton
and pigeon pea in Singaing
Township, onion 1n Myit-

tha Township, sesame 1n
Thazi Township, paddy 1n
Wundwin Township, on-
1on 1n Taungtha Township,
paddy 1n Yamethin Town-
ship, and sesame in Mahlaing
Township.

185

Farmers in Mandalay Region receive finan-
cial support to buy agricultural equipment

Mandalay January 22
Two step loans from Ja-

pan International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA) will be

provided to farmers 1n 3

townships 1n Mandalay Ee-
gion to purchase agricultural
machinery in this financial
sard U See Ko Ko
Win, Regional Manager of

year,

Myanmar Agnicultural De-
velopment Bank Branch in
IMandalay Eegion.

In order for the farmers
in the townshipsin the region
to transform from manual
farming to the mechanized
farming system, Myanmar
Agricultural Development
Bank and JICA cooperated
with the farmers in order
to speed up and smooth the
operations of the farmers
and to expand their busi-
nesses. The loans will be
provided to the farmers from

Kyaukse, Yamethin and
Wundwin townships to buy
the tractors, threshing ma-
chine and other agricultural
equipment

Asthe agnicultural equip-
ment can be purchased, the
farmers will be able to carry
out their agricultural work
in a short peniod of time, as
well as be able to plant on
time Also, the most dam-
aged crops and wastage
will be reduced, and it will
alse contribute to the labour

shortage 185

Monywa District
completes cultivation of
more than 17,000 acres

of maize and corn

Monywa January 22

Meore than 17,000 acres of
croplands have been placed
under maize and corns in
Monywa District of Sagaing
Region this cold season cul-
tivation penod, according to
Monywa District Agriculture
Department.

The district earmarked
cultivation of maize and corns
en 19,793 acres of croplands

in 2023-24 financial year

! | Local farmers have so far cul-

tivated 17,982 acres of crops,
up from May this year.

“This year, our depart-
ment helps local farmers
disseminate agricultural tech-
niques and use of pesticides
for having successful cops,”
said Daw San San Myint,
Head of Monywa District
Agriculture Department

With regard to growing
crops, Monywa Township has
grown 966 acres of maize and
T.121 acres of coms against
1,096 acres of maize and
7.933 acres of corns, Budalin
Township 25 acres of maize

and 2,593 acres of corns

against 2,942 acres, Ayad-
aw Township 4,234 acres of
corns against 4,526 acres and
ChaungU Township 68 acres
of maize against 6% and 2,975
acres of coms aganst 3,277,
totalling 17,982 acres against
19,793 acres.

In 2023-24 financial year,
Monywa District planned
to grow 39,337 acres of all
matze crops, Local farmers
started cultivation of crops
in May 2023 till September
In Monywa Township grew
11,474 acres of malt, 1,805
acres of maize and 253 acres
of corns, Budalin Township
9912 acres of malt, Ayad-
aw Township 3,836 acres of
malt and ChaungU Township
2,732 acres of malt, 86 acres
of maize and 1,254 acres of
corns, totalling 31,372

Belevant township ag-
riculture departments per-
form conducting of training
courses, field demonstra-
tions, prevention of FA'W and
use of pesticides for local

farmers
206
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Rival women leaders

controversial polls.

Hasina

Incumbent PM Sheikh Hasina is assured of winning a fifth term in Sunday's
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