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More than US$1.7 billion earned as trade
surplus at border trade camps
within eight months

Nay Pyi Taw December 28

Myanmar's border trade
camps couldhandle trade vol-
ume with more than US§1 7
billion of trade surplus within
etght month period in 2023-
24 financial year, according
to the Minsstry of Commerce.

Myanmar operates border

trade camps along with bor-

ders of neighbouning coun-
tries namely China, Thailand,
India, Bangladesh and Laos.

From 1 Apnl to end of
Movemberin 2023-24 finan-
cial year, 17 Myanmar border
trade camps handled trade
value worth T3§5,794 662

| yeamnnEnll B
w-l*"l—*
= -1

TUS$1,881.603 million worth
of export and USE171.263
million worth of import tak-
ing the first position of border
trade value among other
CAMPS.

Muse camp also man-
aged trade value worth
TUS$1,610. 234 million as

* 2 the second position and

mallion,

In this regard, they man-
aged U3E3,779.196 mil-
lion worth of export and
US$2.015.466 million werth
of importwith $1.763 billien
worth of trade surplus.

During the period,
Hteekhee border handled

Myawady U3$975448 mil-
lion as the third position.

The least trade volume

| was managed by Kengtung,

Mawtawng, Maungtaw and

Tamu border camps.
During the period,
Kengtung camp handled
TUS$11,753 million worth
of trade wolume, Mawtawng
camp US$15 849 million,
Maungtaw camp U5$16 897
million and Tamu camp

US5$16 391 mallion
336

and robbing.

,1

"NUG”,

general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrornst

groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
c1vil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH",
and “PDF" terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, 15 to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people

2,930 acres of sunflower cultivated against
over 15,000 acres in YeU District

Yell December 28

A total of 2,930 acres of
sunflower have been culti-
vated this winter crop season
in YeU District, Sagaing
Fegion, according to the data
from the District Agriculture
Department.

“This year, 1n YeT
Township, we planted over
15,000acres more in winter
than the rainy season, and
we have targeted growing
15,184 acres of sunflower.
And tll today, 2,930 acres
have been cultivated We
have cultivated good wane-

ties of sunflowers this year.

We also have done the work
for boeosting cultivation of
sunflowers. The cultivation
of sunfl owers 1s mainly done
in winter rather than the rainy

season," satd Zaw Myint Tun,

head of Yell Dustrict Agricul-

ture Department
For the 2023-2024 fizcal

year, 2,930 acres of sunfl ow- s

ers have been cultivated in
YeU Dastrict. According to
the township-wise cultivation
plan for sunfl ower this fiscal
year, there will be 3,698 acres
1in YeU Township and 3,187
acres i Debayin Township,
totaling 15,184 acres

For the extended culti-

vation of sunflower 1n YeU
Township, the relevant town-
ship agniculture department

has conducted training cours-

25 to increase the quality and
productrvity of sunflower as
well as tramning courses for
the staff and farmers who will

engage in cultivation. 206

Sales of maize from the mountainous
areas have good demand

Mandalay December 28
The maize that has ar-
rived from the mountain
areas in the Thiri Marlar
wholesale market in Aung-
myethazan district of Man-
dalay have good demand,
according to the maize sale
centers in the market.

The maize come from

PyinCoLwin and Nungche
areas, and seven to eight
6-wheeled vehicles regularly
enter the Thiri Marlar whole-
sale market in Mandalay
The price of maize 15 good,
with a price of 27,000 to
30,000 kyats for a 30-viss
bag containing 110 buds of
maize, satd U Aung Moe

HNaing, the owner of the
Aung wholesale center in
Mandalay.

“The maize is sending
from various mountainous
areas. There is no maize
harvestedfrom the flat areas.
We also have to send the
maize to Lashic and Yan-

gon. Lately, there have been

fewer people growing maize.
There 1s alse dry maize en-
tering the market MNow the
maize from the mountains
15 coming in every day and
the business is good. Like
the rest of the green crops,
maize 15 doing well,® he
explained.

185

More than 8,000
acres of kitchen crops
planted in Monywa
Township this year

Monywa December 28

More than 8,000 acres
of kitchen crops have been
planted 1n Monywa Town-
ship, Monywa District, Sa-
gaing Fegion during this
year's winter crop planting
season, according to De-
partment of Agnculture for
Monywa Township.

During the 2023-2024
winter crop planting season,
7,297 acres of kitchen crops
are planned to be planted in
Monywa Township and since
Cictober this year, 8,162
acres have been planted.

“As a kitchen crop, we

will improve the yield on a

: -E-r-.-.‘?mmﬂm S 2.

regular basis We will make
it possible to reduce the
cost of kitchen erops. We
will encourage GAP plant-
mng methods. Since it 15 a
kitchen erop, we will provide
technolegy seo that 1t can
be grown with a system of
good agricultural practices
to ensure that 1t 1s safe from
danger Those are the things
that are being prioritized
The cultivation of this year's
kitchen crop has improved,"
said U Soe Thet Aung, Head
of the Department of Agn-
culture for Monywa Town-
ship.

206
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Pathein District completes harvest of
more than 300,000 acres of
monsoon paddy

Pathein December 28

They started cultivation
of 507,843 acres of monsoon
paddy in the first week of

June this year The monscon

paddy was harvested start-

acres. The department as-
sistedin cultivation of paddy
for farmers with agricul-
tural techniques and fertihiz-
ers. At present, their paddy
fields can be seen with high

per acre yield,” said U Win

=l Soe.

Officials from the Agni-
culture Department, Irnga-

tion and Water Utilization

~ Management Department,

“We grew 507,843 acres

ing from the second week of of monsoon paddy in Pathemn

October this year, and so far,

District. At present, local

Agricultural Mechanization
Department and Administra-
tive bodies are joining hands
in assisting the farmers 1n
cultivation of monsoon pad-
dy, and now such monsoon
paddy secured 90 67 baskets

they have harvested 317,805 farmers are harvesting pad- Pper acre.

ACres,

dy Sofar, they have 317,805

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Sagaing Region completes cultivating 2,291
acres of potatoes against target of 5,700 acres

Sagaing December 28

LAccording to statistics
from Sagaing Begion Depart-
ment of Agriculture, 2,291
acres of potato cultivation
has been completed againsta
target to plant 5,700 acres of
potatoes in Jagaing Fegion
during this year's winter crop
planting season.

“4& total of 5,700 acres
of potatoes have been ear-
marked for planting in Saga-
ing Region this winter. To
date, 2,291 acres have been
planted. Last year, we were
able to plant more than the
target. In ZSagaing Region,
there are not many acres of
potatoes planted, but it 15 a
crop that most people like,

50 1t 15 normal 1n terms of
acreage. There 15 no major
expansion, there are some
coming in from other places.
There are potatoes coming
in from Shan State” sad U
Aung Ky1 Win, deputy head
of the Sagaing Region Agn-
culture Department.

In Sagaing Eegion, potato
farmers can expand their po-
tato plantations. The Sagaing
Fegion Department of Agn-
culture is taking measures to
cultivate good varieties with
the GAP system

In the previous 2021-
2022 winter crop growing
season, 640 acres were grown
1in Mawlaik District, 585

acres 1n Tamu Dhstrict, 143

acres in Kalay Distrct, 218
acres1n Khamti District, 443
acres i1 Naga region,

acresin chwebe Distnict, 678

A

acres in Katha District, and
124 acres 1in Kolin District
totaling 5,055 acres

This year, the potato mar-

ketin Sagaing Fegion1s get-

ting a good price, and if one
acre of potatoes 15 planted,
the costis between 800,000
and 900,000 One acre of
potatoes preduces 3,500 and
4 000 visses.

206

U.S. gives Ukraine year's
final weapons package as
Biden administration
exhausts funding

Washington December 28

The T.5, State Depart-
ment on Wednesday an-
nounced this year's final
package of weapons and
equipment to aid Ukraine,
exhausting existing funding
still at the Biden administra-
tron's disposal.

The arms and equipment
in the package are worth
up to 250 mullion TU.5. del-
lars and are being provided
"under previously directed
drawdowns for Ukraine,"
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said in a statement

"Capabilities provided in
today's package include air
defense munitions, other air
defense system components,
additional ammunition for
high mobility artillery rocket

systems, 1553mm and 1052mm

artillery ammunition, anti-
arm or mutitions, and over 15
million rounds of ammuni-
ton," Blinken said.
Assistance packages such
as this just-announced one
fall under the Presidential
Drawdown Authornity, which
allows weapons to be pulled
directly from the stocks of
the Department of Defense
so that they can be delivered
to Ukraine in a swift manner
The United
already used up funds from

States has

another form of assistance for
Ukraine, the congressionally-
appropriated Ukraine Se-
cunty Assistance Imitiative,
which enables the Depart-
ment of Defense to purchase
weapons for Kiev by signing
contracts with arms m anufac-

turers. Xinhua

Vessels need to be careful about sandbanks
near Mingun in Ayeyawady River

Mandalay December 28

Ships need to be careful
about sandbanks near Min-
gun in Ayeyawady River,
said U ¥e Tun Lin Aung,
assistant director of wa-
ter navigation department
under the Directorate of
Water Resources and Im-
provement of River Systems

for Pegion-5, Mandalay

Region,

It iz said that this is the
period of low tide in the
Ayeyawady River, and there
are changes in the water
level in the nver From the
last week of December,
the water low 1n the Ay-
eyawady River has started
to change near Mingun.

"Fecently, the water-

ways around Mingun have
started to become congest-
ed Passenger ships and
cargoe ships going from
Mandalay Port to Mingun
water channel need to take
special precaotions to avoid
stranding " he continued
Duetothe period of low
water 1n the Ayeyawady

River, there are a lot of

sandbanks and changes in
the water course around
Mingun Therefore, passen-
gers and cargo ships trave-
ling from Mandalay Port
along the waterway near
Mingun need to pay special
attention to the navigation
signs on the water and on
the shore

184

China Focus: Chinese
navy's 15-year quest for
peace in Gulf of Aden,
waters off Somalia

Beijing Decemhber 28

Travelling over 100,000
nautical miles during a 235-
day voyage, Ma Liang, cap-
tain of the Chinese navy
frigate Jingzhou, arrved 1n
China earlier this month after
successfully completing his
latest escort mission in the
Gulf of Aden and the waters
off Somalia

Ma 15 a member of the
44th fleet dispatched by the
Chinese People's Liberation
Army (FLA) Navy to carry
out escort operations in the
two areas. During the mis-
sion, the fleet escorted a total
of 33 Chinese and foreign

ships to ensure their safety

on the sea
IMa recalled that the first

titme he participated 1n one
of these missions mn 2009,
the Gulf of Aden still faced a
regular threat of pirates. To-
day, according to the navy of-
ficer, fewer and fewer pirates
can be foundin the busy gulf

Since December 2008,
China has been dispatching
naval ships to carry out vessel
protection operations in the
Gulf of Aden and the waters
off Somalia.

Ower the past 15 years,
150
vessels and 35,000 person-
nel of the PLA Navy have
joined the efforts, escorting

45 consecutive fleets,

more than 7,200 Chinese and

foreign vessels, including 12

World Food Program ships
Xinhua
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