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More than 800,000 people, Buddhist
monks pay visits to Shwedagon Pagoda
in October 2023

Yangon November 13

More than 800,000 peo-
ple and Buddhist monks
visited Shwedagon Pagoda

in Yangon in October 2023,
said U Boe Thin, member
of the Pagoda Board of

Trustees.

In QOctober this year, ato-
tal of 10,395 members of the
Sangha, 5,718 nuns, 372,173
men and 442,097 women in
addition to 7,080 foreigners
visited the pagodain October.

i ]

“Some 20,000 people
per day wvisit the pagoda on

week days and 40,000 te
50,000 visitors arrive at the
pagoda on a weekend day
basts. Number of foreigners
tothe pagodais some 130 per
day MMost of them come from
China, Thailand and Viet-

nam. Within 10 months, more

| than 6.8 million of travellers

paidvisits to the pagoda The
board installed 280 CCTVs
at the pagoda for security
of travellers. In 2018, some
300 more advanced CCTVs
were installed at the platform,
lower terrace and upper ter-
race,” he explained.

On the full moon day
of Thadingyut, a total of
170,977 people, members of
the Sangha and nuns visited
the pagoda.

On 27 Neovember, the

' board arranges the ceremony

toilluminate the pagoda with
10,000 o1l lamps dedicating
to the Lord Buddha. At pre-
sent, the pagoda 15 opened
from 5 am to 8 pm on a
daily basis for convenience
of travellers.

ASH

and robbing.

~y

"NUG”,

general public

1 Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,

the so-called CRPH, NUG and FPDF terrorist

groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH",
and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, 15 to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Yangon buys up to 77,000 visses of sea
scallops from Pyapon during October

Pyapon November 13

Up to 77,000 visses
of sea scallops were sent
from Pyapon Township, Ay-
eyawady Fegion to Yangon
city during October, said
Daw Moe Myint, the owner
of Pyapon Township's sea-
food wholesale center.

It 15 reported that the
wild caught sea scallops 1n
Pyapon Township 15 being
sentto Yangon city. Last Sep-
tember, only 490,000 visses
of wild caught sea scallops
were sold.

“We are selling sea scal-

lops. Last month of October,
there was a good sale of sea
scallops. We sold more sea
scallopsin October compared
with the previous months
In addition to fish, shrimps
and crabs, we also hunt and
catch sea creatures naturally
Local seascallops are mainly
sent and sold to the Yangon
marlket through Pyapon town.
Now that transactions are
running faster than usual,
fishermen and traders will
have good opportunities
again," she said.

In Pyapon Township,

Es e L W

the fishery products dealers

bought various types of fish,

various types of shnmp and

crabs in addition to the sea
scallops from fishermen.
KKL

Myanmar imports over 58,000 tonnes
of fertilizer worth over US$23 m
in October

Nay Pyi Taw November 13

MMore than 58,000 tonnes
of fertilizer worth more than
TU3$23 million were 1m-
ported in October, according
to reports from the Ministry
of Commerce

Now that 1t 15 very close
to the winter planting season,
the markets for fertilizers,

which are essential for ag-

ricultural activities, have
become active.

According to the min-
istry, Myanmar imported
53,650 tonnes of fertilizer
valued at US$22 323 million
from the sea trade routes,
and 4,700 tonnes of fertilizer
valued at T5$1.549 million
from the border trade routes

during October.

Myanmar imported over
41,000 tonnes of fertilizer
from China, about 4,000
tonnes from South Korea,
over 3,600 tonnes from Uz-
belastan, about 2,000 tonnes
from Iran, about 1,000 tonnes
from Vietnam, over 500
tonnes from Canada, over
500 tonnes from England,

about 500 tennes from Laos,

over 500 tonnes from Thai-|

land and 150 tonnes from

Germany via seatrade routes.

Similarly, during the

month of October, more

than 1,200 tonnes of fertilizer

from Thailand and more than

3,500 tonnes from China
were imported from the bor-
der trade stations.

336

More than 14,000

tons of maize sold to
earn USS$3 million
in October

Nay Pyi Taw November 13
The Ministry of Com-
merce stated that Myanmar
exported more than 14,000
tons of maize to foreign mar-
ket in October so as to earn
more than US$3 million.
Such maize went to for-

eign market through land

y | border and mantime trade

routes.

In October of 2023-24
financial year, 8,900 tons of
maize worth TS5§2 348 mil-
lion was sentto foreign coun-
tries and 6,016 tons worth
TUSE1.619 million through
land borders.

In his regard, sending

of maize used the maritime
trade route to the Phalippines
only and the rest to China
and Thailand through land
borders.

Myanmar sent 8,900 tons
of maize to the Philippines,
5,920 tons to China ad 96
tons to Thailand.

Local growers cultivate
maize 1in nine regions and
states. This financial year,
the government set a target
of exporting 400,000 tons
of maize to China as well as
others to Vietnam and the
Philippines this financial
year.

336

iI\.'_Ira!ize stockpiled in’ war ]
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Number of travellers resurges to view
netting fish with the help of

SR e Tl
T T *'-.‘E'-?
"ﬂ . «""—‘."_"!-r‘..l'-- k
o sk ) S R

T

Some 130 travellers ar-

' rived at the area between

Mandalay and Kyaukmyaung
daily to enjoy the netting fish
in the Ayevawady Eiver in
the first week of November

Starting from the second

. week of Neovember, more

— than 200 travellers arrive

% at the area for viewing the

fishery moves.

These delphins inhabit

=— near Mingun at the hme when

Mandalay November 13

HNumber of local and for-
eign travellers resurges to
watch netting of fish by local
fishermen with the help of
Irrawaddy dolphins between
Mandalay and Kyaukmyaung
area, satd U Maung Maung

=

ve irf_l""aiv_gu'd_ﬂja"dhlp:
Lay, leader of Irrawaddy
dolphin protection team.

As now 1s open season,
local and foreign travellers
to view the customs of net-
ting fish with the help of
Irrawaddy dolphins between
Mandalay and Kyaukmyaung

hins.

== water level 15 lower in the

= ——

e

area starting from the second
week of November
“Mainly, local and for-
eign travellers wish to enjoy
the moves of fishermen and
Irrawaddy dolphins in netting
fishin the Ayeyawady Baver,”

he continued.

river. According to the sur-
vey on collection of dolphin
population, there were 28
dolphins between Mandalay
and Kyaukmyaug, 37 in Ma-
le1 Village of Kanbalu Town-
ship and Shwegu Township
of Kachin State and 14 more
dolphins in Bhamo.

184

Plan underway to disburse loans to farmers
from three townships through JICA
(two-step loan)

Mandalay November 13

Loans will be disbursed
to local farmers from three
townships of Mandalay Ee-
gion through JICA (two-step
loan) this financial year, said
U Sce Ko Ko Win, Mandalay
Fegion Manager of Myanmar
Agricultural Development
Bank.

MADE cooperates with
JICA 1n disbursing loans to
local farmers to purchase
agricultural machinery such
as tractors, combined har-
vesters and other machinery

in order to transform into

the mechanized farming in
the region. The loan will be
i1ssued to farmers 1n coming
December Theloan inclusive

areas are Kyvaukse, Yamethin

and Wundwin townships for

buying seven agricultural
machinery items.
He explained, “We will

1ssue loans to farmers from

three townships in order to i L
improve their loving stand- |2

ard. Each farmer is allowed @

to borrow K70 million in
maximum_ We help farmers
purchase necessary agricul-

tural equipment. Some town-

ships plan to buy one or two

machinery.”
Thanks to agricultural

machinery, local farmers can

cut time for cultivation and

minimize loss and waste of

crops in addition to labour
185

China Focus: China's
box office hits 50-bln-
yuan milestone, returns
to pre-pandemic level

Beijing November 13
The Chinese film market
on Monday hitthe 50-billion-
yuan (7 billion U 5. dollars)
mark i1 2023 box office
revenue, signaling arecovery
from the challenges posed by
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The impressive feat, ac-
complishedin 317 days, saw
domestic productions gener-
ate 83.4 percent of the total
box office earnings, accord-
ing to China Movie Database.
In 2017, the annual total
box office earnings in China
reached 5591 billion yuan,
breaking the 50 billion yuan
marlk for the first time.
Riding on the wave of
booming growth in the Chi-
nese film market, both 2018
and 2019 witnessed the 50
billion yuan threshold being
crossedin 277 and 276 days,

respectively.

However, the subsequent
years were marred by the
impact of the COVID-19
pandemic, plunging the Chi-
nese film market into a chal-
lenging period with cinema
closures and fewer screened
titles. In 2022, the annual box
office stood at around 30 bil-
lion yuan.

Following the downgrad-
ing of COVID-19 measures
in China at the beginning of
January this year, the Chinese
film market got off to a good
start, buoyed by a lucrative
Spring Festival moviegoing
season.

On Jan. 31 this year, box
office revenue across the
country surpassed 10 billion
yuan, the fastest ascent to this
milestone in the history of the
Chinese film market Xinhua

Projects in

Yangon November 13

Projects located in the
precinct of Shwedagon Pa-
goda arranged by the board
of trustees will be auctioned
off for 2024, according to the
pagoda board of trustees on
11 November.

The board manages 14
projects for businesspersons

to provide services to the pil-

precinct of Shwedagon Pagoda to
be auctioned off

grims to Shwedagon Pagoda.

These are taking pho-
tographs, selling gold foil,
selling foodstuffs, sale of
souvenirs, selling of flow-
ers, religious goods, selling
coconuts and toddy fruits,
car parking, selling of various
goods, glass frame, mon-
ey exchange counter, ATIM
booths, plunking mango and

jackfruit and installation of
ATMs.

These jobs are auctioned
to businesspersons. The busi-
nesspersons working from
January 2023 will complete
their term by December. So,
further term will be auctioned
off to the businesspersons
for 2024

Price proposal and disci-

plines are sold at the board
office from 15to 24 Novem-
ber, and 1t will be priced at
K20,000 per copy.

These proposals must be
submitted to the board by
30 November this year. The

proposal mentions detail

information for auctions and |

disciplines for proposers.
336

Collapse of healthcare
system adds to
Gaza's suffering

Gaza Novemhber 13

Dozens of Palestinians
were killed in the ongoing
Israel: attacks on Gazain the

| past 24 hours, amidst a col-

lapse of the healthcare system
in the enclave.

The government media
office 1n Gaza on Sunday
announced that the casualties
from Israeli attacks climbed
toe 11,180, including nearly
8,000 children and women,
with more than 28,000 in-
juries.

Intense clashes continued
between the Israeli army and
Hamas fighters 1n northern
Gaza, while milder clashes

were reported in the central

strip. The Israeli ground

forces mantained an effec-
tive separation between the
north and south, except for
the “corridor" leading to the
south.

According to the me-
dia office, Israsli airstrikes
persist around the Al Shifa
Medical Complex 1n Gaza
City, which has been out
of service since Saturday,
jeopardizing life-supporting
devices, mncluding those for
infants.

The Palestinian Eed Cres-
cent warned that Palestinian
infants in Gaza are also sof-
fering from dehydration due
to the interruption of baby
formula under the current

siege. Kinhua
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