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Inauguration ceremony of Maravijaya Monastery in
Maravijaya Buddha Park of Maravijaya Buddha Image held

Nay Pyi Taw July 30

A ceremony was held
this morning to inaugurate
Maravijaya Monastery in
Maravijaya Buddha Park
1n Dekkhinathiri Township,
Nay Pyi1 Taw, Union Ter-
ritory, where Maravijaya
Buddha Image, which wall
become the tallest stone
Buddha Statue in seated pos-

ture in the world, 15 under
construction.

Present to pay respects
to Savadaws led by Patron
of Mingala Zeyon Monas-
tery, Pali University, Pyin-
mana, Sayadaw Agga Maha
Pandita Agga Maha Sad-
dhammajotikadhaja Bhad-
danta Vimalabuddh: and
Sayadaws who wouldreside

ior, G en er al |Min AungiHlain
nirerthe OClIn ents! elatet I

in the monastery were the
main donor Chairman of
State Administration Coun-
cil Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing
and wife Daw Kyu Kyu
Hla and family, SAC Vice
Chairman Deputy Prime
Minister Vice-Sentor Gen-
eral Soe Win and wife Daw

Than Than MNwe, Chief of

delivered|bylthe]

General Staff (Army, Navy
and Air) General Maung
Maung Aye and wife, union
ministers and wives, sentor
military officers from Office
of Commander-in-Chief
and wives, the Nay Py1 Taw
Council chair, the Nay Py:
Taw Command commander
and officials.

First, the Sentor General

offered meal 1n the Emerald
Bowl, fruits, flowers and
water to the Buddha Image
1n the monastery An official
of the Ministry of Eeli-
grous Affairs and Culture
presented titles and biog-
raphy of the five Sayadaws
who would reside in the
monastery

The ceremony was
opened by reciting namo-
tassa three times and the
Senior General and wife
and congregation received
the Five Precepts from Pali
Sayadaw. Sayadaws recited
parittas.

Master of ceremonies
read out the paper on the en-
trustment of the monastery,
The Senior General, wife
and family presented the
related documents to Say-
adaw Agga Maha Pandita
Bhaddanta Neminda, who
would be the principal of
the monastery. Merits were
then shared.

The Senior General and
wife presented offertories

to Pali Sayadaw and the

Principal Sayadaw. The
Vice-Senitor General and
wife and attendees presented
offertories to Sayadaws.

Pali Sayadaw delivered a
sermon, merits gained were
shared and the ceremony
came to an end by reciting
Buddha Sasanam Ciram-
tithatu three times.

The Senior General and
wife threw confetti to mark
success of the ceremony.
The Zenior General, wife
and family and attendees of-
fered day meal to Sayadaws
led by FPali Sayadaw.

The Maravijaya Mon-
astery was donated by the
main doner Sentor General
Min Aung Hlaing and Daw
Kyu Kyu Hla and other
well-wishers. The monas-
tery comes complete with
systematically arranged
prayer chamber, lecture
rooms, dorms, library, read-
ing rooms, dining room,
totlets, kitchen, and hostels
for catering assistants for the

convenience of monks.

100

aoffer mealsto Sayadaw s

@>Senior, G -al MinA Hlaing.and Daw Kyu Kyu Hl
epfnrl enera ung/Hlaing.an aw: yu Kyu HI

Italy joining China's Belt and Road Initiative was
atrocious move, defence minister says

Rome July 30

Italy made an "impro-
vised and atrocious" deci-
sion in joining China's Belt
and Foad (BRI) initiative,
defence minister Guide
Crosetto has said.

Mr Crosetto claimed the
initiative had done little to
boost Italy's exports, mak-
ing China the only winner.

China has previously

said both nations have seen
"frustful results® as a result
of the BRI

Italy became the first
developed economy to join
the BRI in 2019 - a move
criticised by 1ts Western
allies.

The global investment
programime envisions con-
necting China with Europe

and beyond through rebuild-

ing the old Silk Road trade
route.

Underit, China provides
funding for major infra-
structure projects around
the world, in a bid to speed
Chinese goods to markets
further afield.

Critics seeitas atool for
China to spread influence
Both the EU and the US ex-

pressed concern when Italy

decided to join the scheme
four years ago.

"The decision to join
the (new) Silk Foad was an
improvised and atrocious
act" that increased Chinese
exports to Italy without
having the same effect on
Ttalian exports to China, Mr
Crosetto told Italian news-
paper Corriere della Sera.

He said Italy now needs

to work out how to get out
of the deal without damag-
ing relations with Beijing.

"The i1ssue today 1s: how
to walk back (from the BEI)
without damaging relations
(with Beijing) Becauseitis
true that Chinais a competi-
tor, but 1t 15 also a partner,”
Wr Crosetto said.

As Beijing had become

increasingly assertive on

the world stage, Italy would
have to think about how to
withdraw “without produc-
ing disasters", he said
There has been intense
discussion about whether
Italy should remain in the
BEI since May, when Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni
said she wanted talks with
China about possibly with-

drawing. EEC
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Plans underway to build new railway

stations in South Okkalapa, Thamaing

ain stop siover

Yangon July 30
According to the plans
to upgrade Yangon circular
railroads in Yangon Re-
gion, South Okkalapa and

i
at’
e gl TR e ety g e

railw ay,station

Thamaing Myothit railway
stations will be built as new
ones, said Chief supernn-

tendent U Thaung Htaik of
Yangon Railway Station.

| i =N

As such, the allocated
budget will be spent on con-
struction of two new raillway
stations starting from this
financial year.

“We have invited tender
from businesspersons to
build two railway stations on

. the Yangon circular railroad
« while upgrading seven sta-
- tions,” sard U Thaung Htak

According to the plans,
seven railway stations on the
circular railroad of Yangon

] ' will be upgraded from this fi-

nancial year with the budgets
allotted 1in relevant financial

years These stations are

{ Aung San, Kamayut, Ok-
i leyin, Phawgan, Thamaing,

Tamway and Kyaukyedwin
railway stations.
Currently, the circular

| railways of Yangon city are

being upgraded. Upon com-
pletion, the high speed trains
will be used to transport
some 240,000 passengers on
a daily basis.

and robbing.

-

general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CERPH, NUG and PDF terrorist

groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2 Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“MNUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, 1s to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Myanmar earns over 102 billion kyats from

manufacturing, service and trade activities
of the cooperatives till June in 2023-2024 FY

Nay Pyi Taw July 30

Myanmar earned more
than 102 billion kyats from
the cooperatives' produc-
tion, service and trade ac-
tivities in the three-month
period from April to the end
of June of the 2023-2024
FY, according to reports
from the Ministry of Coop-
eratives and Eural Develop-
ment.

The Department of Co-
operatives under the min-
15try is responsible for es-
tablishing cooperatives,
providing small capital

loans, selling agricultur-

al, commercial, and water
equipment on an installment
basis, rehabilitating land for
mechanization, establishing
agricultural support service
cooperatives and distrib-
uting agricultural inputs,
upgrading manufacturing,
trade, and service coopera-
tives, providing assistance,
support, and financial re-
sources, and conducting
cooperative education ac-
tivities.

A total of 31,972 pro-

duction cooperaiives, 3,578 |

service cooperatives and

3,113 trade cooperatives, to-

taling 38,663 cooperatives,
have been established till
at the end of June 1n 2023-
2024 FY

Inthe 2023-2024 FY, the

it emtae

ey

A :
EﬁE’@ish.’.p

cooperatives’ production,
service and trade activities

have targeted to receive
755065 ballion kyats.
336

T e

Myanmar, Chinese entrepreneurs to
cooperate for EV sector development

Yangon July 30

Myanmar and Chinese
entrepreneurs will be coop-
erating for the development
of the electric vehicle (EV)
sector, according to the Un-
1on of Myanmar Federation
of Chambers of Commerce
and Industry.

Under the supervision of
the Mational Commattee for

the Development of Electric

Wehicles and Accessories,
EVs are being imported
including electric motor-
cycles and three-wheeled
motorcycles.

Those products are be-
ing imported from China as
well as Western countries,
The import of EVs such as
BYD, Neta and MG started
from Chinain January 2023,
Those EVs are planning to

run for passenger bus lines
in Yangon and highway bus
lines.

Thus, Myanmar has great
potential for EV develop-
ment. In the third week of
July, UMFCCI officials held
discussions with officials
from the ASEAN-China
Center Mr. Shi Zhongjun,
secretary general of the cent-

er, samd plans are underway

te cooperate between ASE-
AN and Chinain economic,
trade and investment sectors
as well as SME develop-
ment and creating economic
opportunities by holding
economic forums.

The discussion also dealt
with the promotion of supply
chain, agro-economy, gar-
mentindostry and EV sector

in the region. 336

Myanmar earns
US$0.017 m from
over 32 tons of
tobacco leaves

exports

Nay Pyi Taw July 30

Atotal of US$0 017 mil-
lion was earned from 32 873
tons of tobacco leaves ex-
ports 1n June, according to
reports from the Ministry of
Commerce.

In this month of July, un-
til the second week of July,
Myanmar exported 31 2 tons
of tobacco leaves and earned
US$0.015 million.

Tobacco is most com-
monly grown in the allu-
vial soils of the Ayeyawady
River and Chindwin River
in the central region and

the tropical and regions of

Magway, Mandalay, and

in June

Sagaing.

Although there was no
export of tobacco in the
past, starting from the 2022-
2023 FY, tobacco from the
central tropical arid regions
of Myanmar was exported
to Thailand through the
Tachilek trading post as a
new expert item.

In the 2022-2023 FY,
139.154 tons of tebacco
leaves was exported and
earned U3S$0 070 millien.

It 15 said that the origin
of tobacco is from the Amer-
icas and 1t was introduced
to Myanmar in the 17th

century through India. 336
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(1) India dangles BrahMos missile

sales for Russian by Asia Times.

Russia wants India to take its

T-14 battle tanksby Asia Times.
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