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Waso robe-offering ceremony 2023 of the State Administration

patasanti Pagoda 1n Nay

Pyi Taw Council Area this
morning, and Chairman of
¢ the State Administration
Council Prime Minister
Sentor General Min Aung
Hlaing and wife Daw Kyu
Kyu Hla attended the cer-
emony and offered Waso
robe and alms.

The ceremony was at-
tended by 27 Sayadaws in-
cluding Ovadacariva Sayad-
aws of Uppatasanti Pagoda
Board of Trustees led by
¢ Secretary of the State Sang-
ha Maha Nayaka Commuttee
Thanlyin Minkyaung Pre-
. siding Patron of Minkyaung

i N Pathamapyan Sarthintaik
b .
Nay Py1 Taw July 27

The Waso robe-offering Administration Council of of Myanmar teok place at

in Thanlyin Sayadaw Agga
Maha Pandita Agga MMaha
Saddhamma Jotikadhaja

ceremony 2023 of the State the Eepublic of the Union

the Sasana Maha Beikman
in the precinct of the Up-

I

A - h

Ditw [Than ThaniNwe offer Was

Council of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar held

Dr Bhaddanta Sandhima
Bhivamsa, the Chairman
of the State Administration
Council Prime Minister
and wife, Vice Chairman of
SACDeputy Prime Minister
Vice-Sentor General Soe
Win and wife Daw Than
Than Mwe, the Secretary
of SAC and waife, the Joint
Secretary of SAC and wife,
members of SAC and wives,
union-level dignitaries, un-
1on ministers and wives,
the Chairman of Nay Py1
Taw Council, the Chief of
General Staff (Army, Navy
and Air) and wife, senior
military officers of the Of-
fice of Commanderin-Chief
of Defence Services and
WIVES,

See Page 13

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

property of the general public

(73]

1 Declanng themselves to be "for the people”, the so-called CEPH, NUG and PDF terronst groups are lawlessly kalling Buddhist menks, ciwvil servants including schoolteachers, and members
2 Mot enceouraging, supporting, or assising “CRPH”, “NUG", and “PDF" terronsts, who are inbmidating and kalling people and committing destructive activities, 1s to protect the hives and

. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terronsts and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.
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From Page 12

the Commander of Nay

Pyi1 Taw Command and

officials

Firstly, the Senior Gen-
eral paid homage to the

Buddha Image inside the

Sasana Maha Beikman and

offeredmeals in the emerald

alms-bowl, fruits, flowers,
water and o1l lights to the

Buddha Iimage

Then, the Senior General
and wife offered Waso robe
and alms to the Presicding

Patron Sayadaw of Thanlyin

Minkyaung Pathamapyan

Sarthintailk

Then, the Vice-Senior
General and wife offered
Waso robe and alms to
Vice-Chairman of the State
Sangha Maha Nayaka Com-
mittee Presiding Patron of
Siho Pariyatti Sarthintaik in
Kyaukme, Shan State, Agga
Maha Pandita Dr Bhad-
danta Candana Sara Next,
the Secretary of SAC and
wife, the Joint Secretary of
SAC and wife, members of
SAC and wives, unton-level
dignitaries, union ministers,
the Chief of General Staff
(Army, Navy and Air) and
wife, and the senior military

officers offered Waso robes
and alms to the Sayadaws
and Sanghas respectively

Afterthat, the Senior Gen-
eral and wife and the congre-
gation heard a sermon deliv-
ered by the Presiding Patron
of Stho Panyattt Sarthantaik,
Kyaukme, sharing merits
gained The ceremony came
to a close after the three-time
recitation of Buddha Sasanam
Ciram Tittatu.

After the ceremony, the
Sentor General and wife and
the attendees offered day
meals to the Sayadaws and
Sanghas 100
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SAC Vice Chairman Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe Win addresses meeting
4/2023 of Illegal Trade Eradlcatlon Steering Committee

Nay Pyi Taw July 27

The Illegal Trade Eradi-
cation Steering Committee
held meeting 4/2023 at the
Ministry of Commerce here
at 2 pm, addressed by the
committee chairman Vice
Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Deputy
Prime Mimister Vice-Sentor
General Soe Win.

Also present were Union
Minmisters Lt-Gen Sce Htut,
U Win Shein and U Aung
MNaing Oo, deputy ministers,
members of Nay Py1 Taw
Council, the Chairman of
Revenue Appellate Tribunal,
permanent secretaries, direc-
tors general, and officials
Chairmen of region and state
illegal trade eradication spe-
cial teams attended 1t through
video conferencing.

The Vice-Senior General
said the steenng committee
adopted 311 decisions at the
previous nine meetings, and
the estimated amount of sei-
zures was Ks-27 054 billion
from 7,011 cases dunng the
period from January 2022
to June 2023, repistering a
significant increase when
compared with the previous
years.

Butaccording toinforma-
tron, illegal trade still exists.
Records in Thailand showed
that the country exzported
TUSE-2932 billion worth of
goods to Myanmar dunng
the period from May 2022 to
Apnl 2023, but according to
Myanmar records the value
of Thai exports during the
periodwas USE-1.293 bullion,
showing a U5§-1.639 tullion
difference which might be

)
Vice Senior,General Soe Wm addresses the r!lleletmg
R LN & ad

caused by illegal trade
“Government's policy,
supply and demand, trans-
parency and trade and cus-
toms environment” are the
basic factors of the illegal
trade.
regions where securnty 1s still

Because of the border

arequisite, and alarge number
of crossing points along the
long common border lines
border monitoring and control
15 difficult, and weaknessesin
the legal sector, insufficient
manpower and low efficiency,
and corruption are also chal-
lenges for the anti-illegal trade
activities

Due to the illegal border
crossing points, bypasses for
smugghng, and weakness on
the part of some civil servants,
illegal trade continues despite
the anti-llegal trade activities
are being launched all overthe
country. More warehouses to
keep seized contrabands and
market scrutiny have become
a necessity Merchants are
requested to provide 1nside
information.

Atthemeeting onnational
economic promotion, the
Prime Minister noted that
illegal trade and natural re-
sources smuggling business
were hitting the national
economy hard. In KEachin
State and Taninthayi Begion,
57 Backhoe excavators, at an
estimated wvalue of Ks-4 531
billion, were seized 1n June
2023 while taking part in 1l-
legal mining activities. Dunng
the period from January 2022
to June 2023, 1,462 cases of
illegal logging could be ar-
rested and Ks-4.421 hllion
worth of forest products were

confiscated, which 15 3.48%
of the total arrested cases
Hence, anti-illegal trade teams
should effectively curbillegal
trade that still exists.

At the meeting on boost-
ing production of basic food-
stuff, the Prime Minister said
officials of regions and states
should prioritize the work
of cutting unnecessary costs
at the gates along the cargo
trade rountes. Hence, the
teams should check the trade
centres, checkpoints and secu-
ity gates to ensure that there
were no brebery and unneces-
sary delays. If abnbery caseis
exposed, persens at all levels
involved 1n 1t will be dealt
with severe punishment

According to the investi-
gation over the seized items,
illegal trade process used de-
tours for transportation and
also passed the checkpoints
and secunty gates with bnbery
meoeney. Chairmen of special
task forces and in-charge di-
rectors general of OSS haveto
strictly supervise functions of
checkpoints and security gates
not to commit bribery cases
If the union level officials find
the cases, severe action will be
taken against the staff signed
at relevant posts and officials
at different levels.

In reviewing the seizures
in June 2023, amounts of
seizures were larger than that
of previous month According
to the reviews on commod-
ity groups, monthly balance
of the seizures amounted to
Ks-11.816 billion and the
vehicle group Ks-7.822 bil-
exceeding Ks-4.254
billion rather than the previ-

lien,

awﬂwﬁﬂ!

3/ ) Biogoct pbofich fhimeptionace

S e

If staff use ICT technol-
ogy and X-ray machines in
inspecting the commodities
rather than manual inspec-
tion, and it will help increase
seizure volume and contribute
to smooth trade process. As
such, the Customs Depart-

mentneeds to observe search-

" ing and inspection processes

ous month but seizures of
agricultural produce, timbers,
raw matenals, personal goods,
foodstuffs and amimals alive
declined. With regard to the
camps, seizure volume of
main checkpoints such as
Mayanchaung, Kawkareik
Tadakyoe, Muse 105th-Mile,
international airports and
ports remarkably declined
It must be reviewed that root
causes of declining the seized
volume were based on weak-
ness of relevant task forces
and assigned staff despite
illegal trade.

The Bill of Loading sys-
tem has been operated on
test since 1 December 2022
for easing the inspecting the
cargo trucks along the trade
routes. As it has completed
for a six-month period of the
test term, it 1s necessary to
submit the assessment over
difficulties of staff, drivers
and businesspersons. If so,
the decision can be made for
whether or not to continue the
system.

HNeighbouring countries
have been applying the e-lock
system to check the contain-
ers, closedvans and commod-
ity transport for many years.
The Vice-Sentor General
urged all to implement e-lock
system as quickly as possible
Authorities check QR code
system in order to ease and
be quick imnspection of export
vehicles Staff members of
the checkpoints have to take
care of export items and ton-
nage mentioned in the QF
code to be 1n harmony with
export items and tonnage on
the trucks

of neighbouning countries and
international community to
improve the process at home.
The departmental officials
need to submit the reports on
better system and modern-
1zed process than the current
process.

MACSS vsed 1n 1ssu-
ance of export and import
declarations of the Cus-
toms Department, Myanmar
Tradenet 2.0 system of the
Trade Department for 1ssu-
ance of export and import
licences and My Co system of
the Directorate of Investment
and Company Administration
for registration are very good
system in online systems for
trade process. But, any system
does not be perfect. Itis nec-
essary to review difficulties
and weakness in applying the
system to amend 1t to be bet-
ter Some modern countries
deploy some staff in trade pro-
cess on a wider scale due to
betterment of the techmaues.

Moreover, relevant de-
partments need to submit
the reports continuously to
the steering committee on
discussions for umplementa-
tion of the National Single
Windoew System which can
operate departmental meas-
ures online and the Single
Window Inspection (SWI)
and Single Stop Customs
Inspection (33CI) to be tested
at Myanmar-Thai border dis-
cussed at the Steenng Com-
mittee 3/2022 Only when
techniques must be applied in
deploying staff will the func-
tions be effective and correct
with reducing costs. Hence,
relevant departments need to
implement the techniques as
quickly as possible

Whatever challenges
emerge, the tllegal trade pro-
cess must be eradicated to
have success It is neces-
sary to check and ban illegal
trade goods to be taken action

at border regions and trade

routes as well as warehouses
and markets. Effective ac-
tion must be taken against
illegal production of natural
resources at home. Chairmen
of task forces and departmen-
tal officials have to specially
supervise unacceptable costs
and delay measures at the
gates along the trade routes

Bill of loading systems
should be reviewed and sub-
mitted, while it 15 necessary
to adopt an e-lock system
as quickly as possible. The
current technolegical sys-
tems must be constantly re-
viewed and monitored. It
15 also necessary to replace
human workers with mod-
ern machinery as quickly as
possible. In combating 1llicit
trade, special task forces and
one-stop service departments
need to cooperate with each
other

Next, the director general
of the Trade Department re-
ported progress inimplement-
ing the committee’s meeting
(3/2023) resolubions and the
steenng committee’s activi-
ties.

Then, the respective de-
partmental heads read the
messages submitted to the
meeting (4/2023)

Mext, the steering com-
mittee vice chairmen Union
Ministers Lt-Gen Soe Htut
and U Win Shein, committee
member Union Minister U
Aung Naing Oo discussed
export and impert compar-
sons between Myanmar and
Thailand, measures to prevent
imports of illegal goods via
illegal routes, seizures of
narcotics, controlled chemi-
cals, illegally imported wve-
hicles, foedstuffs, medicines
and cosmetics, findings and
reviews over illicit trade,
prompt adoption of e-lock
system, illegal online sales of
goods, QR code checks and
security matters.

Afterwards,

tendance reported on their

those 1n at-

respective tasks regarding the
fight against illicit trade
The leader of the task
force read the draft resolution
of the meeting (4/2023)
Then,
General coordinated the re-

the Vice-Sentor

ports and discussions and

concludedthe meeting 100
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- 8 Essential Tips on How to Stay Safe

During the Rainy Season
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