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Auspicious ceremonies to establish Vijayabhuminam-
marna land of victory, to inaugurate Saddadipati

bell in front of Maravijaya Buddha image in
Maravijaya Buddha Park

Office of the Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services
and their wives and the com-
mander of the May Py1 Taw
command and officials.
First, the ceremonies
commenced with three-time
¥ recitation of MNamo Tassa
and the congregation led
by the leading donor Senior
General and wife recited
Ratanattya Puja Gatha and
Subbhasinghahakamerting-
. sharing verses three imes.
Then, the leading donor
Sentor General sprinkled
gems at the land of victory
and the master of ceremonies

kled Paritta scented water at
the land of victory.

Then, the congregation
recited successful Gatha be-
ginning with Jayante Bodhi-
va Mule and shared merits
while the master of ceremo-
nies read out an auspicious
merit-sharing chronicle.

Afterward, the ceremony
to inaugurate the Sadda-
dipati noble bell donated
by the leading donor Sentor
General, wife, their son and
daughter and grandchildren
was held and the leading
donor Senior General and
wife inaugurated the noble

dhasasanam Ciram Titthatu.

Then, the leading donor
Sentior General and wife
sprinkled gold and silver
showers to mark the success
of the ceremony.

In establishing the the
Vijayabhuminammarnaland
of wvictoery in front of the
Maravijaya Buddha image,
soil conveyed from lands of
victory at seven holy places
in Bodh Gaya in Majjhi-
madesa and at 35 famous
pagodas across the country
was enshrine at the land
of victory. With the aim of
showing the world that Ther-

Nay Pyi Taw July 23

Ceremonies to establish
Vijayabhuminammarnaland
of victory and to inaugurate
Saddadipati bell 1n front
of the Maravijaya Buddha
image in the precinct of
Maravijaya Buddha Park 1n
Dekkhina Thiri Township
in Nay Pyi Taw Council
Area, where the world's
tallest sitting marble Bud-
dha image has been built,

this morning and Chairman
of the State Administra-
tion Council Prime Minister

Sentor General Min Aung
Hlaing, the leading donor of
the Buddha image, attended
the ceremonies.

Also present at the cer-
emontes together with the
Sentor General were Daw
Kyu Kyu Hla, wife of the
sentor General, Vice Chair-
man of the SAC Deputy

=t
Prime Minister Vice-Senior “)p:
F

L

S

General Soe Win and wife
Daw Than Than Nwe, the
secretary of the SAC and

wife, the joint secretary of

the SAC and wife, members
of the SAC and their wives,
the Chief of General Staff
(Army, Mavy and Air) and
wife, union ministers and ’
their wives, the chairman of
the Nay Py1 Taw Council and

wife, sentor officers from the

aw Ky Ky Hla'srike the s

bell by striking 1t nine times aveda Buddhism is flounish-

* =T
d,D

. AR Lo B S
Senior,General'Min"Aung'Hlaing e
il TN R 4 - :

read out Pathavijaya Man-

tangatha and the auspicious
chronicle At the auspicious
time, the leading donor Sen-
' § 10or General enshrined soil
conveyed from lands of
victory at seven holy places
| in Bodh Gaya in Majjhima
Desaand at 35 famous pago-
das across the country at the
Vijayabhuminammarnaland
of victory.

Afterward, the leading

donor Sentor General sprin-

and sprinkling scented water
on 1t

Then, the Vice-Senior
General and wife struck
the bell and sprinkled fra-
granced water on 1t

Afterward, the master
of ceremonies read out an
auspicious merit-sharing
chronicle and the congre-
gation shared ments The
ceremony concluded with a

three-time recitation of Bud-

ing in Myanmar, making
Myanmar the centre of Bud-
dhism, promoting prospernty
in Myanmar and promoting
peacein the world, Saddadi-
pati noble bell, which 1s five
feet high, 4 feet 1 inch wide
at the mouth and weighs
738 visses of bronze, was
donated by the leading donor
Sentor General and wife,
their son and daughter and

grandchildren 100

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

of innocent people.

PubliciNotice o Eliminationl oftViolence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, "HUG", and "PDF" terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, 1s

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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The first birthday of the treasured white elephant
Rattha Nandaka (that means “our beloved white elephant that
will bring prosperity and happiness to the nation”) celebrated

Senior Gbne:r-;‘-l'iiﬁil A%ngé}ﬂg]ng Tailj_iib;law Kyn Iafu Hla feed the white eiéa&l_}.a.nt.,

Nay Pyi Taw July 23

The first birthday of the
treasured white elephant
Eattha Nandaka (that means
“our beloved white elephant
that will bring prospenty and
happiness to the nation™)
was celebrated at Yadana
White Hall 1n the compound
of the Uppatasandi Pagoda
1n Nay Pyi Taw this morming.

The birthday ceremony
was attended by Chairman of
State Administration Coun-
cil Prime Minister Sentor
General Min Aung Hlaing
and wife Daw Kyu Kyu
Hla, the Vice Chairman of
SAC Deputy Prime Minister

Vice-Senior General Soe

Win and wife Daw Than
Than Nwe, the Secretary
of SAC and wife, the Joint
Secretary of SAC and wafe,
members of SAC and wives,
the Chief of General Staff
(Army, Navy and Air) and
wife, union level dignitaries,
union ministers and wives,
the Chairman of MNay Py1
Taw Council, senter mili-
tary officers and wives, the
Commander of Nay Py1 Taw
Command and officials.
Firstly, the master of
ceremonies briefed on the
profile of the treasured white
elephant Rattha Nandaka.
Then, the Senior Gen-

eral and wife and the Vice

Chairman of SAC and wife
sprinkled scented water on
the white elephant.
Afterwards, the treas-
ured white elephant Eattha
Nandakapaid homage to the
Uppatasandi Pagoda and the
master of ceremonies read
the lyrical ode on the birth-
day of the white elephant.
Then, the Senior General
and wife presented a birth-
day present for the white
elephant through an official.
The Senior General and
wife and the Vice Chairman
of SAC and wife treated
the white elephant Rattha
MNandaka and his mother

elephant with food and nour-

ishment
WNext, the birthday candle

for the white elephant was

| blown out followed by the

birthday wish and message
by the master of ceremonies.
To mark the first birthday
of the white elephant that
has come out for the tenth
time 1n the country, 10 white
doves were released and
given sanctuary.

After the ceremony, the
Sentor General and wife
marked the successful com-
pletion of the ceremony
with areligious performance
and treated white elephants
and others at Yadana White
Elephant Hall with food and

-
fLhelfir st'birthd ay,

nourishment together with
the attendees.

The treasured white el-
ephant named B attha Nanda-
ka (that means our beloved
white elephant that will
bring prosperity and hap-
piness to the nation) was
born to Zar Man Hla of
the compound of Myanma
Timber Enterprise in Taun-
gup Township of Eakhine
State at 6:30 am on July 23,
2022, At birth, the white
elephant was 2 feet and 3
inches in height, 3 feet and
1 inch 1n width and about
180 pounds 1n weight Of
the eight unique features, the
white elephant consists of

| 2

i

pearl-coloured eyes, plantain
branch-shaped back, white
hair, a distinctive tail, auspi-
cious plot signs of the skin,
pinky skin, each limb hav-
ing five claws and big ears.
It arrived at Nay Pyi Taw
on October 27, 2022 along
with 1ts mother elephant.
MNow, in its one-year old age,
the white elephant 15 3 feet
and 10 inches 1n height and
670 pounds 1n weight He
lives healthily and happily
at Yadana White Elephant
Hall in the compound of the
Uppatasandi Pagoda in Nay
Pyi Taw Rattha Mandaka 1s
the 10th white elephant 1n

the country. 100

vhite elepilj.l'ant-in _

Wheat gets good price in
stability at domestic
market this FY

Mandalay July 23

This year, wheat's per-
acre yield 1s high, and 1ts
prices are stable and mar-
ketable 1n Mandalay mar-
ket, according to bean mer-
chants of Mandalay.

Wheat from various re-
gions flows into Mandalay
market. In February, wheat
was traded at X180,000 per
bag similar to that of current
price. So, local consum-
ers are convenient in pur-
chase of wheat, sard T Sce
Win Myint, owner of Soe
Win Myint Brokerage in
Mandalay.

“Wheat 15 the top sta-
ple food across the world,
In Myanmar, wheat 1s the
second largest consump-
tion crop apart from rice.
This year, local farmers
get profit from cultivation
of wheat not only in hilly
regions but in plains. In the
past, wheat was imported
abroad spending foreign
exchange So, it 15 neces-
sary to extend cultivation
of wheat to cut spending
of foreign exchange It is
expected to increase prices
of wheat in coming years

and sown acreage of wheat

should be extended. MNum-
ber of wheat consumers is
on the rise year after year
So, wheat 15 playing a key
role in local consumption,”
he remarked.

Wheat 15 cultivated as a
single crop in cold season
yearly. Wheat 15 grown
in Mandalay and Sagaing
regions 1n Myanmar 1n ad-
dition to Shan, Chin and
Kayah states. Wheat can
be cultivated in all parts of
the country depending on
climatic conditions and soil
types.

185

More than K600 million spent on
extended installation of power
cables in Minbu township

Minbu July 23

Aspower cables are being
installed in Minbu Township
of Magway regionin 2023-24
financial year through tender,
more than K600 million has
been spent on the project,
satd district sentor engineer U
Kyaw Kyaw Aung of Minbu
District Electricity Supply
Enterprise.

Tt was reported that tender
winning companies are tak-
ing responsibilities for ex-
tended installation of power
cables in the township

“Minbu Township im-
plements the project on five
tender processes for installa-
tion of the power cables by

five companies with 62070
million of the region budget
in 2023-24 financial year,” he
explained.

The first tender project
covers installation of 11/0.4
KWV 200 KVA transformer,
900 feet long 11 KV power
cable and 600 feet long 400
volt power cable in Shweta-
bin Ward of Minbu, one
11/0 4 KV 200 EVA trans-
former, 150 feet long 11 KV
power line and 0. 38 male
long 400 volt line in Ward
4 of Minbu, substitution of
12 mileslong ACSE 25 mm
cables with 95mm cable,
changing of 250 KVA trans-
former with 314 KVA trans-

former, placing of concrete
road, purchase of 0 4KV 3P
S00AMCCE 15transformer.
These tasks are being done by
tender winning Aura Light
Co with K136 million.
Likewise, tender No 2,
3,4, and 5 are being 1mple-
mented by tender winning
companies. People from four
wards ad 38 wvillages out of
66 villages 1n Minbu Town-
ship are using electricity, and
there remain 28 villages to
be electrified. According to
the statistics of the district
ESE till 30 June 2023, a to-
tal of 15,358 households are
using electricity in Minbu
Township. Po Htet (3dinbu)
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Progress in erecting Maravijaya Buddha Image,
which will become tallest stone Buddha Statue
explained

in seated

Nay Pyi Taw July 23

A ceremony to explain
the progress in erecting the
Maravijaya Buddha Image,
which will become the tall-
est stone Buddha Statue 1n
seated posture in the world,
in Dekkhinathin Township,
WNay Py1 Taw, Union Terr-
tory, was held this morning
1n the premises of the Image
to increase devotion.

Present were the main
donor Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Sentor General Min
Aung Hlaing, Chief of Gen-
eral Staff (Army, Navy and
Air) General Maung Maung
Aye, union ministers, sentor
military officers from Office
of Commander-in-Chief,
the Nay Py1 Taw Command
commander, officials, doners
who are Sasana MNuggahatitle
holders, donors from com-
panies and honoured guests.

As regards the progress

finglonlerecting

in erecting the Maravijaya
Buddha Image, the Senior
General said the attendees,
the friends of Dhamma, are
playing their respective roles
in promoting and propagating
the Sasana, developing the
socic-economy of the coun-
try. Hence, they need have
knowledge about the Image,
the pride of the country. For
the first time, knowledge
aboutthe Image was dissemi-
nated to Sasana Nuggaha
title recipients, officials of
local banks and companies,
UMFECCI, local TV channels,
communication operators,
metallurgical industry on 2%
June Information about the
Image was also presented to
Pro Tem President U Myint
Swe and wife Daw Khin
Thet Htay, Former President
U Thein Sein, retired sentor
military officers and wives
for the second time on 8
July. The present is the third
clanfication session.
(|
5 f

O I

e
i -

The four objectives of
erecting the Image are: to
show the world that Thera-
vada Buddhism 1s flourish-
ing well 1n Myanmar, for
the country, Myanmar, to
become the centre of Thera-
vada Buddhism, for national
peace and prospenty, and for
global peace and tranquility.
Myanmaris atrue Theravada
Buddhist country that strictly
observes the religious rules.
The purpose of the Image
15 to demonstrate the strong
foundation of Theravada
Buddhism of the country.
Myanmar 15 propagating

Theravada Buddhism as its [y

centre. National prospenty
includes secure and peaceful
livelihood of the people, bur-
geoning of business, peace-
ful pursuit of education and
a secure and peaceful life
under the shade of Buddha
Dhamma PBuddhism prior-
itizes peace, prosperity and
loeving kindness for world

posture in the world,

peace. The world will surely
be a beautiful place if metta
based on Buddha Dhamma

can be spread all over 1t

kg

In the late 2017, Former
Head of State Senior General
Than Shwe transferred the
huge marble stone donated
to him to the Tatm adaw to act
as the leading organization
in building a Buddha Image.
Mining exerts made detailed

calculations to excavate the

lﬁ’manlairlg explain

marble boulder. Mining pro-
cess began 1in October 2018
and in March 2019, and an
A level rough figure meas-
uring 65 feet in height, 54
feet 1n length and 20 feet 1n
thickness can be shaped. Ac-
cording to calculations, some

parts were reinforced with

% additional stones.

Of'the designs of Buddha
images of successive periods,
Yadanabon era Bhumi Phassa
posture was chosen as the
best design forthe Image. The
country lostindependence in
1885, and fell into an age of
darkness beginning from 1
January 1886. The country
regained independence only
in 1948 The nation lost its
culture under colonialism.
Hence, Yadanabon design
was chosen as the last relic

of its civilization. In accerd

b

with the tradition, the curving
of the Image was based on
1ts height So, extra supply
of marble was sought for the
throne and the knee of the Im-
age As road transport might
have difficulties, a careful
inspeciion process was made,
and guidance was sought
from Ovadacarira Sayadaws
to carry the boulders from
Sakyin Hill to Hsimigon port
along the Ayeyawady Eiver,
and then by road to Nay
Pyi Taw 1n parts Because
of the enormous size of the
boulders, difficulties were
encountered during the jour-
ney. Tatmadaw engineening
unit and Navy jointly built
a canal from the Sakyin Hill
to Myaing River to convey
the boulders from the hill
They had to dig 92507 pits in
building the 4583-foot long

canal. Moreover, Hsimigon

port was also extended for
larger vessels.

The conveyance of the
boulders began on 3 July
2020. Extra care was pro-
wvided in safely transport-
ing a total of 8158 tons of
boulders in nine different
stages The conveyance of
the boulders by water trans-
port has entered the global
record. All the boulders ar-
rived at Hsimigon port on 18
September. A 22 miles and
five furlongs long new road
was built between the port
and Saga-inn roundabout for
smooth transport. The jour-
ney to Nay Py1 Taw started on
25 January 2021 Detours and
road upgrading works were
conducted for 1500-ton and
2000-ton trucks. In so doing,
1t took four months While

conveying marble rocks, the

country faced COVID-19
peried and political crises,
so some people missed the
chance to comprehensively
know conveyance of the
rocks.

Marble rocks weighing
7,632 tons were conveyed
along the land routes seven
ttmes. In this regard, Gold-
hofer Company of Germany
which manufactures Modula
Trailers presented a cer-
tificate of recognition for
conveying the heaviest ob-
jects along the longest trip.
The world’s heaviest marble
rocks were conveyed the
longest waterway and land
route.

In building the Buddha
image, it aimed to grandly
build 1t to uplift the prestige
of the State. The land plot
was systematically calculated

See Page 15
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From Page 14
in line with the advice sought
from members of the Sangha
from the State Sangha MMaha
Nayaka Committee. Efforts
were made to fully build
pagoeda, monastery, lake,
ordination hall, public rest-
houses, bridges and parks.
In line with the adwvice of
venerable Sayadaws, Tn
Pitakat treatises were carved
on the stone plaques in Pali
and Romanized languages
in the Maravijaya Buddha
Park The Buddhaimage was
named Maravijaya under the
advice of the Sayadaws.

Systematic measures
were taken in carving in-
scriptions on stone plaques
of Tr1 Pitakat treatises in Pals
and Eomanized languages.
Treatises were also printed
on quality papers Efforts
are being made to insert ap-
plication of treatises into the
tablets. Such treatises will be
donated to religious

Plans were adopted to
carve the Buddha image and
park. A creek was straight-
enedin the park with abndge,
the replica of Mingala Bnidge
at Mandalay Eoyal City. The
foundation structure of the
Buddhalmage was built with
bored piles to be capable of
20,000 tons withstanding.
Parts of the throne were con-
nected and placed system-
atically and these parts were

y

fandatten'd ees iview

carved with the use of CHNC
machines.

The Vijayabhumi MNim-
mana land of victory was
allotted in front of the Bud-
dha image this morning, and
1t was filled with soils from
seven holy areas of Budh
Gaya and lands of victory of
35 eminent pagodas across
the nation. So as to ensure
magnificence of the precinct
and park, the water fountains
were built in small and large
sizes systematically Like-
wise, Thudhamma public
rest-houses were built with
the use of teak posts decorat-
ed with Myanmar handicraft
in traditional styles. These
houses will give accommoda-
tion to pilgnms and people,
and nine feet high marble
Buddhaimage was carved as
ascale model for building the
actual sized 1mage under the
advice of Sayadaws. Such a
sample image was carved by
CHC machine.

With regard to con-
struction of the Maravijaya
Chamber and Mucalinda
Lake, the Senior General
explained that as Ovada-
cariya Sayadaws must be
accommodated to look after
Maravijaya Buddha image,
the Maravijaya Chamber
was built there Mucalinda
Lake and MNagayon Pagoda
were also built under the
guidance of the Ovadacariya

cayadaws in line with the
religious treatises. Moreover,
three Kyee trees have been
planted there

Connection of parts of the
image was undertaken amid
difficulties Parts of the image
were conveyed without mis-
takes Atthe same time, small
pagodas on stone plaque
chamber were built 1n front
of the Buddha image Peo-
ple can view treatises of Th
Pitakatin the chambers when
they visit the Buddha image.
So, the stone inscriptions
were carved in Pali and Ro-
manized languages by mod-
ern machinery. Such stone
plaque chambers are models
of the chambers from IMaha
Kuthodaw Pagodain Manda-
lay. Members of the Sangha
led by rectors from Yangon,
Mandalay and Sitagu Sassana
universities daily edited stone
inscriptions and systemati-
cally setrecords. In so doing,
they systemically carried
out land preparations for the
stone plaque chambers. CHC
machines were used in carv-
ing the stone inscriptions to
be finished 1n time without
errors. These chambers were
placed in front of the Bud-
dha image for public obser-
vance. They systematically
calculated that visitors who
observe the stone inscrip-
tions on Tri Pitakat treatises
can view the face of Buddha

image wherever they come
out from the chambers Tn

Pitakat treatises preached

| by the Lord Buddha will be

located in front of the Buddha
Image.

In connecting parts of
the Buddhaimage, they used
modern technologies for
strengthening the parts. Con-
nection of stone parts and
uplifting up the Buddha im-
age were done by engineers
from Myanmar Engineening
Council and military engi-
neers without any foreign
experts. They used the steel
flower basket to uplift up
the 1,700 tons three parts of
the Buddha image. The steel
flower basket was installed
at 1,500-ton steel crane and
250-ton steel frame for uplift-
ing process. They could uplift
up the parts of Buddhaimage
without mistakes.

The conveyance of parts
1, 2 and three of the Buddha
Image started on 26 January
and they were successfully
put onto the throne on 31 Jan-
vary. A ceremony to enshrine
relicsin the throne took place
on 27 January and the second
stmilar ceremony was held on
10 February. The relics and
valuable jewelries donated
by well-wishers from all
corners of the country were
enshrined.

For an ordination hall, a
large building called Sasana
Beitkman Agga Dipadi Vi-
songama measuring 296 ft
by 213 ft by 94 feet that can
house 900 monks and 1,200
laypeople was constructed.

Advice was sought from
the Sayadaws regarding
finishing touches and robe
painting work for the Bud-
dhaImage Ohnna Mwayshin
statue was also installed.
The image was constructed
from various engineering
perspectives so that it has a
foundation of about 20,000
tins and 1s resistant to a wind
speed of 120 miles per hour,
an 8.8 magnitude earthquake
and lightning "When the parts

of the image were combined,
both conventional and mod-
ern techniques were used.
When 1t comes to the
pagod platform, lawns were
also grown. Chambers were
built of marble, and 24 dif-
ferent-style buildings were
constructed 1n a similar style
as Atumashi Monastery 1n
Mandalay City. When the
temperature is hot outside,
ptlgrims can pay homage
from those buildings. Aflag-
staff and Saddadipat: bell
were also wnstalled Escala-
tors have been installed for
elderly and disabled people.
There is a Bawdi banyan
tree in the pagoda precinct.
A Lonbani Ingyin forest will
be established on the left and
right sides of the pagoda. Lin-
lon trees and Lonbani Ingyin
trees will also be grown in
the west of the pagoda, the
Sentor General explained.
Then, special video clips on
the development of a water
fountain platform, stone in-
scriptions and views that can
be seen upon completion of
the Buddha Image and Park
made using drones were
shown. The Senior General
continued to say that earnest
efforts were exerted day and
night to build the Maravijaya
Buddha Image, which will
become the largest Buddha
statue 1n a seated posture in
the world, and the Buddha
Park despite various dif-
ficulties. A notification has
been issued this morning to
confer titles and medals on
the Sayadaws, Myanmar En-
gineenng Counectl, military
engineers and other laypeo-
ple who actively participated
in the construction tasks.
Such a detailed explanation
was given thinking that it
should be made known to
all those 1n attendance that
the people participating 1n
the efforts for the sake of the
country's race, religion and
Sasana and socio-economic
progress of the State are the
ones who bring honour to

the country. Moreover, they
could share ments when they
see the construction of the
Buddha Image.

Afterthat thosein attend-
ance made cash donations out
of goodwill for the Buddha
Image, which the Senior
General and official accepted.
Today’s cash donations made
by 377 well-wishers totaled
K17 415 ballion.

Speaking a word of
thanks, the Senior General
said today’s ceremony was
to give a briefing on the
construction of the Mara-
vijaya Buddha Image and
Park with the aim of serving
the country’s religious and
Sasana interests, improving
the socio-economic growth
of the State and honouring
those who participated in the
construction work. The gen-
erous donations of those 1n
attendance will be recorded.
Ceremonies to consecrate the
BuddhaImage hoist umbrel-
las atop the stone inscription
stupas and share ments will
take place on 1 August 2023
(Second full moon of Waso
(Dhammacakka Day), 1385
Myanmar Era). Those who
made donations from the start
of a giant marble stone for the
Buddha Image to its conse-
cration are indeed founders.
After the above ceremonies,
further donations to be made
will be subsequent merits.
Invitations are also made to
those well-wishers to attend
the ceremonies Then, the
Senior General said Sadu for
all the generous donations.

Afterwards, those 1n at-
tendance wviewed round the
scale models of the Maravi-
java BuddhaImage and park,
Pitakat treatises printed 1n
Palilanguage and Romanized
language and tablet records.
The Senior General made
a further explanation of the
Buddha image.

Later, the attendees
viewed and paid homage to
the Buddha Image and Park.
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Israel judicial reform: Netanyahu in hospital ahead of key vote

Jerusalem July 23

Israelt Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has had
emergency surgery to fit a
pacemaker, after being taken
to hospital on Saturday night.

Doctors at Sheba Medical
Centre said the procedure

went well and he 1s not1n a

life-threatening condition.

My Netanyahu's hospi-
talisation comes ahead of a
key vote 1n parliament on a
contentious overhanl of the
judiciary.

Protests against the re-
form have swept Israel, with

many workers vowing to

strike 1f the bill goes ahead.

In a video address ahead
of the overnight surgery, Mr
MNetanyahu said he was feel-
ing "excellent® but listening
to his doctors.

There had been growing
questions over his health after
he was admitted to hospital

last week supposedly suffer-
ing from dehydration.

The operation went
smoothly "without any
complications,” Prof Roy
Beinart from the Sheba
MMedical Center sard, add-
ing that Mr Netanyahu was

“not 1n a life-threatening

condition”.

His office sard IMr Netan-
yahu would be discharged on
Monday, but trips planned to
Cyprus and Turkey would be
rescheduled.

Mr MNetanyahu said he
should be well enough to at-

tend parliament after the pro-

cedure. The next 48 hours are
expectedto see a critical vote
on his government's plans
for changes to the judiciary.
There have been months of
protests in Israel over the
reforms, which seek to limat
the Supreme Court's powers.
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- Effects of air pollution on the skin
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