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Work coordination meeting on holding ceremonies to
consecrate Maravijaya Buddha Image, hoist umbrellas
of stone tablet pagodas and share merits on fullmoon
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Nay Pvi Taw July 20

A work coordination

meeling on consecration
of Maravijaya Buddha Im-
age, which will become the
tallest stone Buddha Statue
10 the seated posture 1n the
world, on the fullmoon day
of second Waso (Dham-
macakka Day) 1386 ME (1
August 2023) and on the a
ceremony to hoist umbrel-
las on top of stone tablet
pagodas and share merits
was held this morning at
temporary briefing hall on
the platform of Maravijaya
Buddha Image in Nay Pyn
Taw, addressed by Vice
Chairman of State Admin-
istration Council Deputy
Prime Minister Vice-Senior
General Soe Win

Also present were Ad-
visor to SAC Chairman
Lt-Gen MNyoe Saw,Union
Minister for Construction
U Myc Thant, sentor mili-
tary officers from Office of
Commander-in-Chief, the
MNay Pyi1 Taw Command
commander, directors gen-
eral and officials.

The Vice-Senior General
said the meeting 15 held for
the success of the consecra-
tion of Maravijaya Buddha
Image, located on Thae-
phyu hilleck, Dekkhinathin
Township, Way Pyi Taw
Council Area, the umbrella
hoisting ceremony and the
merit sharing cerem ony.

The noble objectives of

erecting the Image are to

show the world that Thera-
vada Buddhism 15 fl ounshing
well 1o Myanmar, for the
country, Myanmar, to be-
come the centre of Theravada
Buddhism, for national peace
and prospenty, and for global
peace and tranquility. The
starting point of the Image 15
at theSakyin Hill near, Sakyin
village in MadayaTownsip,
Mandalay Begion. A huge
marble boulder was found
on 18 September 2013 at the
bleck mined by Angle Min-
ing CoLTD The company
donated the boulder to
Shwe Foundation te turn
it into a Buddha Image
for public obeisance. Shwe
Foundation transferred
the boulder to Tatmadaw,
which is imbued with ef-
ficient human resources
to carve it into a Buddha
Image A 2728-acre land plot
was also transferred for the
project.

After a team from Tat-
madaw examinedthe marble
boulder on 8 September
2017, eight action plans
were adopted A decision
was made to mine the marble
boulder in October 2018,
cut the boulder into a four
dimensional shape 1n De-
cember, carve the boulder
in four different parts af-
ter calculating the Image's
measurements 1n March
2019, carve the Throne 1n
five different parts, and con-
wvey the boulder 1in parts The

mining work took 21 months

2018 to

June 2020 The parts were

from December

transported to Nay Pyi Taw
by water vessels from July
2020 to September and by
road from January to Apnl
2021 The work of connect-
ing the parts of the Throne
was conducted from October
to December 2021, CNC
carving of the parts of the
Image from September 2021
te March 2022, the work of
connecting the parts of the
Image from April to August
2022, the weork of ceonnect-
ing the parts 1,2 and 3 of
the Image from September
to October 2022, the work
of 1nstalling Gantry Tower
Crane to convey the con-
nected parts, 1,2 and 3,
from June 2022 to January
2023, the work of putting
the connected parts, 1,2
and 3, by the Gantry Tower
Crane from 26 to 31 January
2023, the work of conveying
and putting the part 4 on the
Throne from 11te 13 Febru-
ary 2023, final touches and
painting process from 14
February to 31 July 2023,
and the work of installing the
holy single strand of hair on
1 May 2023

Officials and well-wish-
ers made utmost efforts to
overcome all severe chal-
lengesincluding the terrible
impacts of COVID-19 from
the time of driving stakes
for the bejewelled throne
of the Buddha image to the

consecration t1ll the full-

moon day of second Waso
(Dhammacakka Day) on
1 August 1385 ME durning
the 1,143 days. As aresult,
Buddhists across the world,
intellectuals and intelligent-
sia, researchers, the world's
heaviest weight and tallest
marble Maravijaya Buddha
image across and Myanmar
people will have the chance
to pay homage to the Buddha
image on Thebyu Hillock 1n
Dekkhinathn Tewnship in
Nay Py1 Taw Couneil

Two stone plagues each
bearing Vinaya, Abhid-
hamm a and Sutta preached
by the Lord Buddha Gota-
ma within 45 years will be
kept in 720 stone plague
chambers comprising 96
chambers for Vinaya, 216
chambersfor Abhidhamma
and 408 for Sutta. These
treatiseswere carved in Pali
and Romanized langnages
from 16 March to 30 June
2022, Carving the inscription
was done by computerized
machinery from 13 May 2022
to 29 January 2023 The stone
placues were erectedfrom 11
August 2022 to 30 January
2023, Significantly, all tasks
were done by Myanmar
Engineering Council and
military engineers only
from the start of eight tasks
to the completion of the
process.

As only Myanmar engi-
neers without any foreigner
experts worked all process,

the Maravijaya Buddha tm-

age and the Buddha image
emerged wonderfully So,
Chairman of SAC Prime
Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing, the lead-
ing donor, on 29 June 2023,
explained the process of
emergence to 280 persons
including religious title re-
cipients, officials from local
banks and companites, those
from UMFCCI, metal com-
panies, local TV channels
and telecom operations on
29 Tune 2023 For the second
time, the Sentor General
made one more clarification
on work process for finding
the marble rock, excavation
and consecration ceremony
to Pro Tem President U
Myint Swe, President (Be-
tied) U Thein Sein, retired
sentor military officers and
their wives, Union ministers,
chief ministers of regions
and states, senior military
officers and their wives,
totaling 51 on 16 July. The
attendees donated more than
K16 billion to the fund for
the Image 1n the first and
second time ceremonies As
such, they will be founders
for the Buddha image and
the Buddha park before
holding the consecration and
merit-sharing ceremony for
the Buddha image and reli-
gious buildings of the park.
Hence, the Vice-Sentor Gen-
eral notified all attendees of
enjoying the consequences
of the menterious deeds for

the consecration and hoist-

day of second Waso (Dhammacakka Day) 1386 ME held

ing umbrellas atop the small
pagodas on the stone plaque
chambers.

The Vice-Senior General
disclosed that the Head of
State will hold the third
clarifications on the emer-
gence of the Buddhaimage,
the stone plaque chambers
and religious edifices in

l the Buddha park to more

well-wishers and disciples
as well as Sasana Muggaha
title recipients who were
not invelved 1n the list of

attending the first and sec-

ond clarifications, and such

clarification will be held on
23 July 2023 (Sunday).
Therefore, the SAC
formed the leading commat-
tee and nine sub-committees
on 18 July, 2023 to suc-
cessfully hold state-level
auspicious ceremonies to
consecrate the Maravijaya
Buddha Image, which was
carvedinto the Bhumiphassa
style of the Yadanabon Era
(the image and the plinth
are 63 feet and 18 feet high
respectively, totalling 81
feet while the 1mage and
the plinth weigh 1,782 tons
and 3,501 tons respectively,
totalling 5,292 tons), to hoist
umbrellas atop stupas for
stone inscriptions built with
the noble aim of establishing
a world's Buddhism library
and to share merits for re-
ligious edifices constructed
in the Buddha Parle As the
date for ceremonies has
drawn near, respective sub-
committees are required to
make preparations, to carry
out remaiming tasks, to co-
ordinate assistance from the
central committee and to
rehearse arrangements day
and night concertedly.
Eespective sub-com-
mittees are also required
to make detailed arrange-
ments to enable members
of the Sangha and guests
including Sayadaws from
other countries, local sen-
1or Sayadawss, union-level
officrals, union ministers,
officials from respective

minisiries and See Page 13
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Plans to conduct researches on costumes in
Pyu era, gene and lifespan of Pyu people

Nay Pyi Taw July 20

The Department of Ar-
chaeology and Mational Mu-
seum decided to conduct
researches on costumes in
Pyu era, gene and lifespan
of Pyu people, sard director
T Aung Aung Kyaw of the
department

The Ministry of Reli-

grous Affairs and Culture

has formed the Pyu gen-
eration research supervisory
body and the Pyu genera-
tion field research team in
order to make researches on
calculation of the lifespan
of Pyu people and their
costumes.

“The deputy director

general of our department
leads aresearch officer team
in varying literary evidenc-
es, fieldresearch reports, ex-
cavation findings and stone
inscriptions related to Pyu
people. And then, we gather
the evidences In the future,
we have a plan to hold the
workshop with participation

of experts from the depart-
ment and those from Myan-
mar Historical Commission.
Such a workshop will be a
tool to seek the best solu-
tions for the research,” sard
the director.

Moreover, experts from

& the department will make

field trips to the ancient Pyu
city states so as to conduct
researches on genetic sifua-
tions of Pyu people 1n Stone
Age, Bronze Age, Tron Age
and Pyu Era successively to
be compared with genes of
current humans MMoreover,
research will be conducted
at ancient Pyi cities and the
sitesin Iron and Bronze ages
for doing the Pyu generation
research.

As such a research 1s
a national level task, the
records will be set with the
process from the start to
the end. ASH

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,

the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrornst

groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and
members of the general public, as well as looting
and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “ CRPH",
“NUG”, and “PDF" terrornsts, who are intimaidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive
activities, 1s to protectthe lives and property of the
general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/

ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people

More than 230,000 tons of maize sent to
China, Thailand, RP in June to earn
more than 71 million USD

Nay Pyi Taw July 20

The Ministry of Com-
merce recently stated more
than 230,000 tons of maize
worth more than US871 mil-
lion was exported to China,
Thailand and the Philippines
1in June.

Generally, Myanmar
sends maize to Vietnam,
Bangladesh, Thailand, China,
the Philippies, Singapore and
Japan Ofthem, Myanmar ex-
ports 231,316 tons of maize
to China, Thailand and the

Philippines in June to earn

T3872.129 mullion.

In this regard, export of
10,099 tons of mmze worth
USE31.166 million flowed
to customer countres 1n ship-
ping and 130,326 tons worth
T35§39 863 million through
land borders.

The stocks were sent to
Thailand and the Philippines
by shipping and to China and
Thailand along borders

Thailand does not pur-
chase maize in 1ts maize har-
vesting season but purchases

maize cutside the harvesting

period. So, Thailand buys
maze from Myanmar from

February to the end of August

with zero per cent of tanff.

During the peniod from
September to January, dy-
anmar's maize faces 72 per

cent of tariff in Thailand 3368

Myanmar, American merchants to cooperate
in development of economy, personal skills,

Yangon July 20

Myanmar and Ameri-
can merchants will be
cooperating on the devel-
opment of economy, per-
sonal skills and interna-
tional relations, accerding
to the Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers

of Commerce and Industry

(UMECCT).

Ameeting between mem-
bers of the UMFCCI and
Tunier Chamber Internation-
al based 1n the United States
took place at the UMFCCI
headquarters on 19 July,
sard UMFCCI President
U Aye Win

“We discussed coopera-

international relations

tion on three major sectors
namely economy, personal
skills and international re-
lations including seeking
ways to ensure sustainable
development between UM-
FCCI and JCI Myanmar.
We also discussed hold-
ing business matchings

between the two sides.”

he said.

There will also be coop-
eration between the Myan-
mar and US merchants in
sending young trainees and
entrepreneurs to seminars
and courses yearly held by
JCT at 1ts branches in various
countries

ASH

From Page 12

well-wishers to share ments 1n peace of mind from the
beginning to the end of the ceremonies and to meditate on
their donations in elation. Officials, wheo are not members
of sub-committees, are also urged to make suggestions
and point out requirements based on their expernience. It s
of greatest importance to hold the auspicious ceremonies
successfully. Therefore, respective sub-committees are re-
quiredto discuss completion of tasks, remaining tasks and
needs frankly. Secunity measures before, duning and after
the ceremonies must be reviewed from vartous perspectives
and carried out systematically.

After holding ceremonies to consecrate the Buddha
image, hoist umbrellas atop stupas for stone inscriptions
and share ments, any member of the public who has un-
dergone security checks will be allowed to pay obeisance

| [tothe Buddhaimage free of charge until 16 August to mark

the success of the auspicious ceremonies. It 15 necessary
to submit proposed arrangements and seek the approval
for them to allow pilgnims to pay obeisance to the Buddha
image by paying charges in accordance with international
practices

Then, T Thura, an expert from the Department of
Religious Affairs, reported to the Vice Senior General on
arrangements for the ceremonies to consecrate the Bud-
dha 1mage, to hoist umbrellas atop stupas and to share
merits while Quartermaster General Lt-Gen Kyaw Swar
Lin reported to the Vice Semior General on preparations
to hold the ceremonies successfully Director General U
Myo Nyunt Aung of the Eeligious Affairs Department re-
ported to the Vice Sentor General on invitations extended
to members of the Sangha

Afterward, officials of the invitation sub-commaitiee, the
reception sub-commattee, the transportation sub-committee,
preparation sub-commuttee the organizing sub-commattee,
catering sub-commattee, health sub-commattee, the secunty
sub-committee and information sub-commitiee reported
to the Vice Senior General on completion of tasks and
measure to be taken for the successfully holding the cer-
emonies and Advisor to the Chairman of the SAC Lt-Gen
MNyo Saw, Union Minister U Myo Thant and officials made
supplementary reports to the Vice Semior General.

After heaning the reports, the Vice-Semior General co-
ordinated the needs concerning the reports andthe meeting
100

concluded with remarks by the Vice-Senior General
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