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Progress in erecting the Maravijaya Buddha Image,
which will become the tallest stone Buddha Statue
in the seated posture in the world, explained

:'Ss'l;i'iur Genel'al_l__N[mAunEHlamg and party, seen at the ordination hall.

Nay Pyi Taw June 29

A ceremony to explain
the progress in erecting the
Maravijaya Buddha Image,
which will become the tallest
stone Buddha Statue in the
seated posture in the world,
in Maravijaya Buddha Park,
Dekkhinathiri Township,
Nay Pyi Taw, Union Terrni-
tory, was held this moerming.

Present were the main

| L i
t'ﬁf@“ﬂ‘#ﬁllll -

oW A Rl L

donor Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Semor General Min
Aung Hlaing, Chief of Gen-
eral Staff (Army, Navy and
Air) General Maung Maung
Aye, union ministers, union
level officials, senior military
officers from Office of Com-
mander-in-Chief, the Nay Pyi
Taw Command commander,

Sasananuggaha Title holders,

. 3.

I]{lamg accepts ca':h dnn

L=l

ngHlaing' accep ts cash: duna-

BT

1 A
Senior G

officials of local banks and
companies, officials of Union
of Myanmar Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, officals of local TV
channels and communication
operators, officials of metal
enterprises

In explaining the Mara-
vijaya Buddha Image pro-

ject, which 15 being mmple-

mented for public obeisance,

the Senior General said the
ceremony is te explain the
progress i1n building the
Maravijaya Buddha Image
that will become the tallest
marble Buddha Statue in the
world. All the attendees are
the persons who are playing
their respective roles in the
development of the religious
sector and sociceconomic

growth of the nation. Hence,

m o1

‘S-mr General ] n
nlfrnmiw e]_l—:wwhersl I! I ! !

the information about the
progress in erecting the Im-
age, the pride of the country,
1n Nay Pyi Taw 15 shared for
the delightfulness.

The erection of Mara-
vijaya Buddha Image has
four objectives —-to show the
world that Theravada Bud-
dhism 1s flourishing well in
Myanmar, for the country,

Myanmar, to become the cen-

&

tre of Theravada Buddhism,
for national peace and pros-
perity, and for global peace
and tranquility. Myanmar 1s
a true Theravada Buddhist
country. The country organ-
1zed the Fifth Buddhist Synod
during the reign of King
Mindon and the Jixth Synod
under the administration of
Prime Minister U Nu.

See Page 13
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The Image 15 being butlt as a
proof of the strong Theravada
Buddhist foundation of the
country. For the country to
become the centre of Thera-
vada Buddhism, propagation
programs are being prior-
itized MNational prospernty
ensures a booming economy,
a peaceful public life and
peaceful pursuit of education
Buddhism 1s a religion that
embraces peace, tranquility
and loving lundness, and 1ts
goal 15 a peaceful and pleas-
ant life that 15 under the pro-
tection of Dhamma. So, the
Image 15 being erected with
the aim of assuring global
peace and prosperity.

In the late 2017, Former
Head of State Sentor General
Than Shwe transferred ahuge
marble boulder donated to
him for religious purpose to
the Tatmadaw to lead the task
of turning it inte a Buddha
image After completion of
a thorough check and cal-
culatton by muming experts,
excavation work began in
October 2018, and 1n March
2019, the 65 feet high, 154
feet long and 20 feet thick
‘A’ level boulder could be
shaped into a rough figure of
the image More marble was
added as some of the parts
were not perfect

TheImageisbeing curved
in accord with the Yadan-
abon period Bumiphassa
posture, which was found
to be the best design of the

|

past successive periods The
country lost independence 1n
1885, and fell into an age of
darkness beginning from 1
January 1886. The country
regained independence only
in 1948 The nation lost its
culture under colemialism
Hence, Yadanabon design
was chosen as the last relic
of 1its civilization. In accerd
with the tradition, the curving
of the Image was based on
its height So, extra boulders
of marble were sought for
the throne and the knee of
the Image As road transport
might have difficulties, the
boulders were carried from
Sakyin Hill to Hsimigon port
along the Ayevawady Eiver
After a careful inspection
process, guidance was sought
from Ovadacarirasayadaws,
and the huge boulders were
carried by road in parts. Be-
cause of the enormous size of
the boulders, difficulties were
encountered duning the jour-
ney Tatmadaw engineering
unit and Navy jointly built
a canal from the Sakyin Hill
to Myaing Fiver to convey
the boulders from the hill
They had to dig 92507 pits1n
building the 4583-foot long
canal. Moreover, Hsimigon
port was also extended for
larger vessels.

Marble rocks were con-
veyed starting from 3 July
2020. These were systemati-
cally conveyed without any
damage mine times, and these
were weighing 8,158 tons.

It was set on record of the
world 1n conveyance of the
stonesin shipping. All marble
rocks arrived at Sametkkhon

jetty on 18 September A

3 )

miles and five furlong
lone road was constructed to
smoothly convey the rocks
from Sameikkhon jetty to
Saka-n roundabout. Then,
these were conveyed to Nay
Pyi Taw on 25 January 2021
In this regard, detours were
built and roads were up-
graded to convey the stones
wetghing between 1,500 tons
te 2,000 tons. It took four
meonths for construction. As
marble rocks were started
conveyance, Covid-19 brole
out as well as political crises
happened in the country. 5o,
some people did not know
detailed information about
conveyance of the stones.

These rocks were con-
veyed on land seven times,
and these weighs 7,632
tons. In this regard, Gold-
hofer Company of Germany
which manufactured Modula
Tralars to convey the stones
presented certificates for
longest route of convey-
ance in the largest weight
of objects across the world.
The heaviest stones were
conveyed by shipping and
through the longest land
route.

In building the Buddha
image, efforts were made for
magnificence of the image.
The land plot for the image
was systematically calculated

with the seeking advice from
members of the State Sangha
IMaha Nayaka Committee.
Efforts were made to build
pagoda, monastery, lake and
public-rest houses. In accord
with the guidance of the Say-
adaws, Tr1 Pitakat treatises
were carved on the stone

plaguesin Pali and Romamze

language 1n the Maravijaya
Buddha Park The title of the

image was named Maravi-

jayain accord with the advice
of Ovadacariya Sayadaws.
Systematic process was
undertaken to express Tn
Pitakat treatises in Paliand
Eomanize languages and
print the treatises, These
treatises were published in
high quality paper. Similarly,
efforts are being made to
insert application of treatises
to the tablets. These treatises
will be donated to religious

IIVIm!Aun g Hlaing ptsca

e

centres of Buddhism across
the world.

Steps were placed for
construction of the image
and park. The creek in the
park was straightened and a
bridge like Mingala Bridge
of Mandalay Yadanabon
era Bored piles were bult
for censtruction of 20,000
tons capacity of structure
for the Buddha image Parts

of thrones were conveyed

and connected one another
systematically Parts of the
throne were carved with
the use of CNC machines.
Moreover, water fountains
were systematically built in
the park. Thudhamma public
rest houses were built with
the use of teak posts showing
the Myanmar architectural
works for public relaxation.

The Buddha image 1is
carved with a nine feet high
sample image under the ad-
vice of Sayadaws. The parts
of the image were carved
with the use of CNC ma-
chines.

Maravijaya Monastery
was built 1n accord with
the advice of Ovadacanya
Saydaws for maintaining
the Buddha 1mage.
monastery can accommodate

Such

five members of the Sangha.
Likewise, Mucalinda Lake

and MNagayon Pagoda were
also built 1n line with the
gutdance of Ovadacariya
Sayadaws and Buddhist trea-
tises. In addition, three Kyee
trees were also planted there,

Connection of the parts
of Buddha images were dif-
ficultly carried out Moving
the parts of Buddha image
were undertaken without
mistakes Stone plaque Cetis

were built for public obser-

Those in attendance take a tour of the Buddha Image and Buddha Park.

vance while visiting the Bud-
So, T Pitakat

treatises were carved on the

dha image.

stone plagues 1n Pali and
FEomanize languages with
the use of modern machines
These Cetis are similarto the
stone plaque chambers from
Maha Kuthodaw Pagoda
in Mandalay. Rectors from
Yangon, Mandalay and 3it-
agu Sasana Universities led
the Savadaws in editing the
treatises in carving the stone
plagques not to cause mis-
takes. Land plotforthe stone
plaque Cetis was systemati-
cally carned out. Moreover,
1,000 Bawd: banyan trees
denated by nuns from Shwes-
inmin nunnery post-primary
school and youth develop-
ment home of PyinOoLwin
were also planted around
the Cetis

See Page 14
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Modern technologies
were applied 1n connecting
parts of the Maravijaya Bud-
cdha image. These parts of
the image were lifted up by
Myanmar Engineening Soci-
ety and Military Engineers’
Corps without any foreign
experts. Part 1,2 and 3 of the
Image weighing 1,700 tons
were lifted up with the use
of steel basket which weighs
1,500 tons and steel tower,
250tons Inthisregard, efforts
were made difficultily without
any mistakes

The ceremonies to en-
shrine religious objects 1n
the reliquaries were held on
January 27 and February 10
along with the precious gems

donated by vanious donors
across the country.

To be able to hold reli-
gious events grandly, Sasa-
naBeikmanAggadhipatiVi-
sumgama Ordination Hall
was built The SasanaBeik-
man, 296 foot 1n length, 213
in width and 94 in height, 15
capable of having 900 Sang-
has and 1,200 people. Itis a
consecrated ordination hall.

The advice on fimshing
works and offening the paint-
ing robe to the Maravijaya
Buddha Image was received
from Sayadaws. It has been
three years and 15 days long
since the jewelled stake was
driven for construction of the
Buddhalmage Forlong-term
endurance and existence of

the Buddha Image, system-
atic measurements from the
engineerning point of view
were made to lay afoundation
capable of holding 20,000
tonsin weight, to bear a storm
with the 120 mph wind speed
and an earthquake with 88
on the Richter scale as well
as to protect the Buddha Im-
age from thunderstorms. The
combination of conventional
and modern methods was
used 1n joining stones of the
Buddha Image together.
Lawns were included 1n
building the platform of the
Buddhalmage. Special cham-
bers were built with alabaster
like the design of Atumashi
Monastery in Mandalay in
order that pilgrims were able

to pay homage to the Buddha
Image 1n hot weather An
escalator was installed there
to enable the disabled and old
people to get to the platform.
4 Bo tree from India was
planted in the precinct of the
Buddha Image and Sandbox
and Sal trees will be planted
in the precinct too. The Sal
trees were donated by India
Progress of building a water
fountain square and stone
temple and the state of the
Buddha Image and Buddha
Park upon completion were
explained with the help of
video clips. He also said that
as those who were at the cer-
emony are gething invelvedin
making efforts for nationality
andreligion as well as forim-

provement of socio-economic
life of the State such abnefing
was made 1n detail with the
aim that they will gain ment
through knowing about build-
ing the Buddha Image.

Then, the Zenior General
received donations in cash
from the attendees for build-
ing the Buddha Image and
Buddha Park

Afterwards, the Semior
General thanked the donors
saying a large sum of money
was spent to build the Buddha
Image and it 15 not easy to
build such a Buddha Image
again Difficulties were ex-
perienced when building the
Buddha Image Efforts were
relentlessly made day and
night to timely complete the

SasanaBeilkman Eeligious
title holders, bankers and eco-
nomic persons were mnvited to
let them know of the efforts to
buildthe Buddha Image. This
ceremony is being held amid
the restrictions on the time
and place.

It 15 learnt that donations
were made generously. Names
of those who made donations
for buildings will be insenbed
on stone slabs

Then, the attendeestook a
tour of the BuddhaImage and
Buddha Park and they were
briefed on the Buddha Im-
age and Buddha Park by the
Sentor General and officials.

At the ceremony held
today, 101 attendees donated
Kz 16177 billion in total. 100

More trucks carrying tissue-culture
bananas head to China through
Kanpaikte border gate

Myitkyina June 29
The number of trucks

carrying tissue-culture ba-
nanas from Kachin State
to China through the Kan-
paikte border gate has in-

creased, said Daw Tu, vice
president of the Kachin State
Highway Freight Operators
Association

It 15 reported that the ex-

port of tissue-culture banan-

as, which are mainly grown
in Kachin State, to China has
increased In the firstweek of
IMay, there were only a few
trucks that were going to ex-

port tissue-culture bananas,

but now more trucks carrving
tissue-culture bananas China
has seen.

In the first week of June,
there were only more than
150 trucks that were going
to tramsport tissue-culture
bananas from Kachin State
through the Kanpakte border
gate, but since the last week
of June, there have been more
than 260 trucks transporting
tissue-culture bananas.

Tissue-culture banan-
as have been cultivated in

Waingmaw, Momauk and

| Bhamo townships on the

other side of Myitkyina City

U in Kachin State since 2006,

According to the statistics of
the Kachin State Government
released 1n August 2018,
there are more than 60,000
acres of tissue-culture banan-

as in the whole country, 184

and robbing.

[

public.

BubliciNotice

1 Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CREPH., NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “ CERPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are inttmidating
and killing people and committing destructive activi-

ties, 15 to protect the lives and property of the general

3 Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantam ount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

of

Affirmative action: US Supreme Court
overturns race-based college admissions

Washington June 29

The US Supreme Court
has ruled that race can no
longer be considered a factor
in university admissions.

The landmark ruling up-
ends decades-old U3 policies
on so-called affirmative ac-
tion, also known as positive
discrimination.

It 15 one of the most
contentious 155ues 1n US

education.

Affirmative action first
made 1ts way into policy
in the 1960z, and has been
defended as a measure to
increase diversity.

US President Joe Biden
said he "strongly" disagreed
with the court's decisien, and
the U3 would need "a new
path forward that 15 consist-
ent with the law".

"“We cannot let this deci-
sion be the last word," he
said

The cases concerned ad-
missions at Harvard and the
University of North Caro-
lina (UNC). The court's con-
servative majority ruled 6-3
against UNC and 6-2 against
Harvard

The justices sided with an
organisation called Students

for Fair Admissions, founded
by a conservative activist,
Edward Blum.

The group argued before
the court last October that
Harvard's race-conscious
admissions policy violated
Title VIthe 1964 Civil Rights
Act, which bars discnmina-
tion based on race, colour or
national origin.

BEC

Virgin Galactic: Sir
Richard Branson's
rocket plane enters
commercial service

Santa Fe June 29

It's taken just shy of 20
years but Sir Richard Bransen
has finally begun commercial
operations with his Virgin
Galactic rocket plane, Unity.

The vehicle soared high
over the Mew IMexico desert on
Thursday to enable three Ital-
1ans to conduct science expern-
ments in weightless conditions.

Tt was the first "purchased"
mission, as opposed to just a
test flight

Sir Richard will new be-
gin sending up the 800 or so

individuals who've bought
tickets to ride on Unity.

The 72-minute mission
took off from Spaceport
America at 08330 local time
(1430 GMT) and was hives-
treamed around the world.

Justunder an hour into the
mission, after reaching an al-
titude of 44 500ft (13,600m),
the carrier plane, Eve, then
released Unity to ignite 1ts
engine and boost up to the
edge of space Atthe top of its
climb, the rocket plane was at
279 00ft (85 km), BBC
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