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Press Release

At the invitation of the Deputy Pnime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of Thaland, HE Mr Don Pramudwina, HE U Than Swe, Union Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Eepublic of the Union of Myanmar, attended an informal discusstion on
Myanmar, held on 18-19 June 2023 in Pattaya, Thailand, along with the Foretgn Ministers,
Zpectal Envoy, Ambassadors and representatives from ASEAN Member States: Bruner,
Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, the Philippines and neighbouring countries; China and India

Union Minister expressed his appreciation to friends of My anmar for erganizing informal
discussion on Myanmar while welcoming suggestions to overcome challenges faced by
Myanmar Atthe ime when correct infermation on Myanmar were blocked and one-sided
news were spread by bias media, progress were analysed making reference to the ASEAN
five-point consensus, he briefed the meeting on the development in Myanm ar, particularly
the implementation of three main tasks of the ASEAN five-point consensus, namely ceasa-
tion of viclence, inclusive political dialogue and provision of humanmitanan assistance as
these tasks complement Myanmar's Five-Point Road Map.

Union Minisster elaborated on peace efforts by undertaking all necessary measures for
the ceasation of violence. Like many other countries in the reigon, Myanmar expenienced
insurgency during cold-war era. By 1974, 1t has managed to to bring tranguility in 90% of
the country’s the in-land areas In order not to demage the fiendship with neighbounng
countries, Myanmar exercised utmost constraints 11 managing the insurgency 1n border
areas. Gentleman agreements were reached with almost all ethnic armed organization 1n
post cold war era basically agreeing to carry out boder development programme and peace
process, and vowing not to commit offensive attacks and not to make new recruitments.
Successive governments has been pursuing peace process for more than 33 years. Ceasefire
in 1890 allowed 17big EAOs and 17 small EA Os to operatein special zones covering about
3% of the border areas. As the dedicated Ministry was formed for the development of those
areas, some EAOs trade arms for peace for good and about 10,000 armed personnel were
transformed as Border Guard Forces—B GF and they are joining hands with the government
ensuring peace and stability in respective areas. As of today, there are 18 EAQOs and 10 of
them signedthe NCA and 8 are non-INCA signatories who continue to participate in peace
negottation A total of 106 rounds of peace talks were held under current government As of
now, peace talks are organized more than 5000 times Important agreements were reached
particularly for the building of a Federal Union through multiparty democratic system as
well as for sharing of power and resources. Tatmadaw strictly feollow the peace agreement
notundertaking first stnkes and not intruding to demarcated zones. Only 1n cases of NCA
violation, intrusion to government control areas, expansion of bases in resource-rich areas
and imposing threats to the public, counter attaclk are carred out with mamimum restniants
andin line with the Bule of Engagement in the Vienna Convention Myanmar people value
lifes and never go to extreme Despite the existance of armed struggles for 75 years since
1948, gun-death rate 15 the lowest in ASEAN region.

Union Minister explained that some EAOs takes advantage of the political instabilities
in the past two years by training and equipping vulnerable and emotional youth 1n post-
COVID-19 peniod asthe PDFs even in the areas where stablity was enjoyedfor the pastfive
decades. They do to attack securnty forces but they aim soft targets by killing and bullying
unarmed people, members of opposition party, public service personnel and veterans and
destroying public properties. Those armed groups emerged only after the announcement of
the ASEAN five-point consensus. So-called NUG ministers order PDF for terror activities
against those who do not follow the instruction for school and office closure by supporting
arms and ammunition to PDF. To date, 5846 innocent lifes were claumed by PDF includ-
ing, 187 young children, 77 teachers, 69 Sanga, 807 willage and ward administrators and
148 other public service personal, 17 medical service persennel, members of opposition
parties, veterans. Such kind of brutal acts are not accaptable in any civilized society. Being
responsible to protect its people, the government has to counter the attacks by the PDF
As an institution systematically organized with rich expenence and capability, Tatmadaw
can easily eliminate ordinary armed groups However, it exercise utmost restraints not to
hurt its own citizens Government open its door for peace 1n order to solve domestic 1ssues
in an amicable manner Amnesty 15 also announced giving pardons except to those with
the records of serous crunes such as rapes and murders. All are allowed to participate in
political process after coming to legal-fold Political parties are also allowed to be formed
and registered As all the doors are opened for the ceasation of violence and inclusive
political dialouges,

Union Minister explatned that some EAOs do not cooperate wholeheartly in peace pro-
cess as they don’t wish to relinquish the benefits they are gaining from illegal businesses
of drug and armed smuggling. Also, some did not join the elections 1n all three times. As
drug production become synthetic chemical based, eliminating drug 1ssues become more
challenging Therefore, he stressed the need to promote cooperation with neighbours and
ASEAN Member States.

On humanitarian front, the Union Minister underlined that the government will continue
facilitating the works of AHA center With regard to the repatniation of displaced person in
Fakhine state, the government has been expediting early implementation of palot project.
Although there are some delays in the commencement of repatriation process as some
potential returnees were threatened by some groups in the other side, Government will
continue 1ts efforts 1n cooperatien with all relevant parhies,

Asthe government has to address the1ssue of one-sided media attempting to destroy the
country’'s image while blocking the true information 1n Myanmar, Umon Minister called for
greater cooperation from friends of Myanmar Only through communication and engage-
ment at all levels in ASEAN, ASEAN Member States can effectively support Myanmar to
overcome challenging situation through proper analysis and judgement.

Union Minister continue to explain that there are some NLD members who wish to
stay peacefully 1n the country 1n line with rules of law Any democracy would not accept
the election frauds of this scale, 29%, as expenenced 1in 2020 general elections. Findings
were disclosed to media and diplomats. INUG fail to solve the political 1ssue through law-
ful and peaceful means by engaging in destructive activities. Myanmar had expenence of
stmilar erganization, Mation Coalation Government of Union of Burma(NCGUB) 30 years
ago. Although such groups raised funds and earn international supports by clatming for the
cause of democracy, none of those people returned to country duning the 10 years period of
democracy and not even at the time of NLD administeration. Most of those people merely
aim for gmning refugee status, they don’t consider much on the benefit of the people and
graduoally fading away from politics.

He highlighted that all enabling environment, such as granting amnesty, allowing party
registration, are 1n place, anyone with sincere will to bning about benefits to the people
can seek peaceful solution by participating 1n political process while denouncing terronst
activities

Heinformedthatthe current governmentis carrying out all its duties and all the records
of 1ts activities under its administration are systematically kept for a systematic hand-over
of the state responsibilities to winning party after general elections.

Union Minister continue to explain that the country’s peace efforts over the past 33
years were done through dialogues rather than armed conflicts. Dunng that penod, some
EAOs delayed peace process as they are not willing to relingquish high profits gained from
illegal businesses including drugs Successive government are pursuing peace patiently
Now a day, rates of armed attacks and drug smuggling are declining due to collaborative
efforts of the governm ent with the neighbourning countries Some are returning to legal-fold

Despite Myanmar being a resource rich country surrounded by five neighbours with
31 billion peoples and the country being situated at the hub of the world's biggest market
with high development potentials, it continues to experience hardship for along period due
to external interference. Due to its geo-political and geo-straategic locations, successive
Myanmar governmenthas been uphoelding the pnnciple of “peaceful co-existance” without
interfering the internal affairs of other countires and have no 1ssue with any countreis in
the world Union Minister said Myanm ar stands ready to receive good advice and sugges-
ttons from and promote cooperation with friends of Myanmar whe realize real situation 1n
Myanmar and the challenges of bias media on Myanmar

The Union Minister concluded by expressing government’s readiness to cooperate with
all countries who can understand the real situation in the country as oppose to the wrong
image portrayed by some bias media and disinformation campaigns.

Participants at the imnformal meetings expressed their adherence to non-nterference 1n
the internal affairs of Myanmar and their readiness to support Myanmar for peace, stability
andinclusive political dialogues They expressed theirrwillingness to averd ASEAN-minus
formula looking forward to strengthened cooperation with Myanmar
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Nay Pyi Taw
Date, 22 June 2023

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CEPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including school-

teachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

protect the lives and property of the general public.

(73]

of innocent people.

2. Mot encouraging, supporting, or assishing “CEPH”, “NUG”, and "FDF" terronsts, who are intimidating and killing people and commatiing destructive activities, 15 to

. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammumition 1s tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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Passenger number on the rise along
circular railroad in Yangon Region

- By o i
A circular train'arrives at a railway statinn:?‘@zw
L

Yangon June 22

Number of passengers
taking trains along the cir-
cular ralroads 1n Yangon 1s
on the increase, said Chief
Superintendent U Thaung
Htaik of Yangon Railway
Station

Such a number of rail

S
passengers started increase
to ride trains along Yangon
circular railroads in Yan-
gon Region as from May
this year. At present, some
7,000 passengers take trains
per day

“Now, number of pas-

sengers 15 larger than that

are allowed to run befors and
after office hours for con-
venience of staff,” he added.

Before Covid-19, some
80,000 passengers per day

i took the trains and after

S A e
of Covid-19 period Before
April this vear, some 4,000
passengers per day rode the
tramns. MNow, some 7,000
passengers take circular
trains of Yangon. They may
be 6,500 passengers per day
on weekdays and 7,000 per

day on weekends. Seo, trains

the pandemic, number of
passenger declined along
circular ralroads. Now, such
a number of passenger re-
surged.

During the first six month
pertod 1o 2022, ticket for

trains on circular ratlroads

| was set at K100 per head

but 1t was changed to K200
per passenger as from 1 July
2023

Currently, trains run
along the circular ralroads
26 plies, compared to 30
plies in the past. At present,
Yangon circular railroads are
being upgraded Upon com-
pletion, trains can transport
some 240,000 passengers

per day ASH

At least 30 migrants
feared dead in
Canary Islands

disaster

Madrid June 22

IMore than 30 migrants
may have drowned after
their boat sanl in the Atlantic
Ocean off the Canary Islands,
two chanties have sad

Walking Borders and
Alarm Phone said the
boat was carrying around
60 people.

Spanish authorities said
rescue workers found the
bodies of aminor and aman,
andrescued 24 other people -
but did not know how many
people were onboard.

The incident places fresh
scrutiny on Europe's response
to migration, after aboat sank
off Greece last week.

Helena Maleno Garzon,
from Wallung Borders, said
that 39 people had drowned,

including four women and
a baby, while Alarm Phone
said 35 people were missing
Both organisations monitor
migrant boats and receive
calls from people on board
or therr relatives.

The boat sank about 100
miles (160km) south-east of
Gran Canaria on Wednesday

"It's torture to have 60
people, including six women
and a baby, waiting for more
than 12 hours for arescue in
a Himsy inflatable boat that
can sink," Ms Garzon said.

A Spanish rescue service
ship, the Guardamar Caliope,
was only about an hour's sail
from the dinghy on Tuesday
evening, Feuters reported,
citing Spanish state news

agency EFE. BBC

Early-harvested Japan white
sesame fetches good prices in
Mandalay market

Mandalay June 22

Early-harvested Japan
white sesame enters Man-
dalay market on recent days
and got good prices with
marketable process, accord-
ing to sesame merchants in
Mandalay.

Japan white sesame
came from Monywa, My-
inmu, Myaung and Kyaulkse
regions to Mandalay market.
Such kind of sesame fetches
K373,000 per three-basket

bag at present, compared
to 270,000 per bag in the
same pericd of last year
Currently, Japan white ses-
ame gets good prices as
setting a record price, said
T Soe Win Myint, owner of
Soe Win Myint brokerage in
Mandalay

“Local farmers took
quality sesame seeds from
Japan last decade. So, the
strain of sesame is called

Japan white sesame Ja-

pan white sesame 15 more
whitish than ordinary white
sesame It 15 bigger Japan
white sesame and black
sesame are the most market-
able1n the market All Tapan
white sesame 15 purchased
by Chinese merchants In
addition to consumption,
Chinese businesspersons
use white sesame 1n cosmet-
ics, snacks and medicines.
In July, Japan white sesame

will be harvested. In the

future, such strain of sesame
will get good prices,” he
explained.

Japan white sesame can
be grown as double crop-
ping, and within 100 days,
it can be harvested Japan
white sesame 15 grown in
Mandalay, Magway and
Sagaing regions. Japan
white sesame produced by
Kyaukse district of Manda-
lay Begion 1s famous in the
185

market.

Preparations underway to hold
special event at Bogyoke Aung San
Museum on Martyr’s Day

Yangon June 22

Preparations are being
made to held a special event
at Bogyoke Aung San Mu-
seum in commemoration of
the 76th Anniversary of Mar-
tyr’s Day, said U Aung Aung
Kyaw, director (admin) of the
Department of Archaeclogy

and National Museum under

the Ministry of Beligious Af-
fairs and Culture.

During the preparation,
the museum will be closed
for about 20 days, he added.

“In commemoration of
the 76th Anmiversary of IMar-
tyr’s Day, we will organize a
special event at the museum

For the preparations, the

museum will be closed for
over 20 days from 27 June
to 18 July

“We want the people to
visit the museum to enjoy
such a special commemora-
tive event. The books read
by Bogycke and the patterns
of his lifestyle will be on

display. We are undergoing

repair and decorations,” he
added.

Whenever Martyr’'s Day
comes on 19 July, Bogyoke
Aung San Museum (Yangon)
and Bogyoke Aung San's
Home Museum (MNatmauk)
are put on display for the pub-
lic without charging them.

ACH

Beijing

heatwave:

China capital records
hottest June day
in 60 years

on Thursday!

Beijing June 22

Beipng has recorded its
hottest June day 1n more than
60 years with the mercury
touching 41 1C (105 9F),
Chinese weather authori-
ties say.

The city 15 experiencing
a prolonged heatwave with
extreme temperatures to
persist until the end of June.

On Thursday, officials
sard 1t was the hottest June
day since record keeping
began in 1961,

Several monthly heat
records have been broken
around China this year,
prompting fears of an en-
ergy crunch

Lastmonth, the country's

largest city Shanghai, with
25 million people living on
the east coast, recorded its
hottest May day 1n a century

Mere than 21 million
people live 1n Beijing, the
nation's capital in the north

On Thursday, a weather
station in the city's north
recorded a high of 41.8C

Authorities earlierissued
an orange alert, the second-
most severe weather warn-
1ng, saying thattemperatures
could reach 39C in the days
to Saturday,

The national weather
bureau also issued a heat
strolee alert last week - a fort-
night earlier than 1n previous

EBC

years.
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