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Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
addresses meeting to increase basic foodstuff production

tion of basic foodstuffs was held
at State Admimistration Council
Chairman’s Office here this af-
ternoon, addressed by Chairman
of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present were SAC mem-
bers Admiral Tin Aung San and
Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun, union
ministers, U Maung Maung Ohn
and U Min Naung, Nay Pyi Taw
Council Chair U Tin Oo Lwin,
senior military officers from Office
of Commander-in-Chief, deputy
ministers and officials. Region/
State chief ministers took part in
the meeting through wvideo con-
ferencing.

The Senior General said it is
a meeting in connection with the
rules and duties of state andregion
governments to increase fish and
meat and agro-goeds production
Moreover, the meeting will also
seek means to bring down com-
modity prices After SAC assumed
State duties 1n accord with the
national needs, internal groups
with different views made attempts
to harm the economy, while eter-
nal organizations were imposing
economic sanctions, halting aids
and cooperation under vartous
pretexts. Due to their monetary
restrictions in trade, the country
had te limit 1ts foreign exchange
spending. Financial monopolizers
took advantage of the price gap in
doing trade. There were attempts
even to hurt the banking industry.

¢ ( X ‘
SenioryGeneraliMin Aung Hlaing addresses|| héir"'n eé’gngﬁ _ 7

Nay Pyi Taw June 12

A meeting to increase produc-

The government was dealing
with the acts to harm the national
economy from 2021, andin 20272,
1t could stabilize currency circu-
lation to a certain degree. But a
global recession was caused by
COVID-19 and the fuel crises trig-
gered by the events in East Europe.
Rise in transport and production
cost due to increasing fuel prices
and the imbalance supply and
demand led to an upsurge in com-
modity prices.

Production cost went up in
the country alongside the rising
prices of inputs in farming and
production industries. It is as-
sumedthat commodity prices went
up to extremely high levels due to
the currency monopoelization of
avaricious perscns and political
opportunists. Commodity prices
rose due to lugher production cost,
disproportion 1n demand and sup-
ply and unusual retail chain

Guidance has already been
given to use natural fertilizers,
to conduct systematic livestock
farming and to reuse animal dung
as organic fertilizer, to facilitate
chemical fertilizer import produc-
ers with government arrangement.

Dissemination of means to
prioritize river water pumping
projects for crops and to gener-
ate electricity with solar power 1n
places where electricity supply 1s
not available showed success to a
certain degree. Farming industry
needs an adequate amount of feed
and water.

Cost reduction means for the
production business cannot be

applied fully t1ll now ERaising
transport cost 15 also one of the
causes of the nising production
cost. Production costs wentup due
to higher fuel prices and secunty
constraints. Certain volumes of
goods can be transported by trains
and water vessels in accord with
the Senior General's guidance.
But the transport cost will be still
high due to the application of land
transport in conveying important
goods. Rail transport costs less.
As effectiveness 15 still absent in
public transport, region and state
officials should pay sericus atten-
tion to the 1ssue.

The unbalanced supply and
demand can be seen forrice, cook-
ing oil, salt, gram, beans, chilli,
onien, potate, meat, fish and eggs
in relevant regions. All regions
have adequate cultivable lands for
agricultural tasks and sufficient
agricultural produce which can
be used 1n manufacturing animal
feedstuffs for livestock farms in
regions and states Demands of
meat and fish 1n relevant regions
cause hiking prices All regions
and states have to effectively spend
capitals from the State economic
promotion fund on operating ag-
riculture and livestock farming
tasks so as to contribute to the food
supply of relevant regions These
regions and states need to produce
the sufficient volume of food sup-
plies to priontize the balance of
supply and demand.

The Senior General stressed
the need to efficiently utilize the
land plots for agriculture and live-

stock farming tasks in regions and
states. Itis necessary to systemati-
cally manage land utilization not to
leave vacant lands. All have to op-
erate a livestock breeding system.
Cnly when they operate systematic
agriculture and livestock farms
will the volume of products in-
crease. Agricultural lands must be
reclaimed as acreage plots for fully
utilizing 1n order to increase per-
acre yield of agricultural produce.
If authorities supervise farmlands
under rules and regulations, 1t will
contribute to production.

The Zenior General under-
scored that 1t 15 necessary to con-
sider reform process for trading
of commodities In a bid to reduce
commodity prices, the production
velume must be raised for setting
appropriate prices of goods 1n
the country. The government sets
aims to ensure prosperity of the
country and sufficiency of foods.
Myanmaris engaged in agriculture
and livestock breeding. Although
the country is plentiful of land and
water resources as well as human
resources, high prices of com-
modities should not be appropri-
ate. Hence, the meeting focused
on discussions of high prices of
goods. Those from all ministries
and regions and states need to
discuss manufacturing of goods.

Deputy Minister for Commerce
U Myunt Aung reported on plans to
ensure correct commodity prices
and flow of commodities.

The Chairman of Nay Py: Taw
Council, region and state chief

ministers presented clanfications

on region-wise food sufficiency,
production, efforts to increase
production of agriculture and
livestock farming products through
the State economic promotion
fund, price inflation of basic food-
stuffs, fuel and personal goods,
arrangements for balancing the
manufacturing and demand, and
future plans.

Council members, Unton min-
1sters, sentor military officers from
the Office of the Commander-
1n-Chief and deputy ministers
reported on transport of goods by
train, ship and plane, cultivation of
rice, beans and corn at home and
exporting, needs of supervising do-
mestically agricultural produce to
have appropriate prices and setting
suitable prices forimported goods,
releasing of prices for basic food-
stuffs by the government and rele-
vant organizations and description
of news and articles, taking severe
action against greedy businessper-
sons who commit higher prices of
goods with selfishness, ways and
means for solving the root causes
of high prices for rice, paddy,
meat, fish and foodstuffs to have
appropriate prices, production
of meat, fish and personal goods
by Myanmar Economic Hold-
ings Public Ceo Ltd and Myanmar
Economic Corporation at correct
prices so as to decline commodity
prices, operation of military owned
agricultural and livestock farms of
regiments and units to sell products
to families of the Tatmadaw and
locals at reduced prices, and efforts
of MSMEs to develop commodity
production so as to meet the local
demand.

With regard to the reports, the
Sentor General said that officials of
regions and states must emphasize
supervising removal of inappropri-
ate charges at tollgates along the
routes of transporting commodi-
ties. [t1s necessary to use rail trans-
portation and waterway transport
for unimportant goods Aviation
service should be usedin transport
of commodities. Airports are be-
ing upgraded for development of
aviation services. If cargo planes
can land at the airports, they can
swiftly transport important goods.
High commodity prices were based
on high prices of inputs in 2021
and 2022 Itisnecessary to control
brokeragesin regions and states. If
all people fully produce necessary
foodstuffs at home, See Page 13
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such an act will reduce high prices
of meat, fish and eggs to some
extent.

Thefloor price of some meatis
fized by the development commait-
tee. Chief ministers of regions and
states need to coordinate with the
Union level organizations to find
ways in order that floor prices will
not rise. Regarding the rice price,
our country grows monscon paddy
mainly and the target for per acre
yieldis 100 baskets. Therefore, it1s
necessary to meet the target. If the
targetis met, there will be surplus
in paddy production which means
that the paddy could be delivered
to other regions and exported too.
Security of food 15 umpeortant for
the Unien. Therefore, 1t 15 neces-
sary to systematically grow not
only paddy but other crops to
As

the monsoon has already entered

ensure increase 1n the output.

the country, all the set sizes of

seedlings are to be systematically

cultivated. It 15 also necessary to
grow trees supporting the weather
and conserve trees and forests as
well.

Pegarding the cooperative sys-
tem, our nation needs to exercise
the system and i1f the system 1s
exercisedin a commodity produc-
tien role, there will be successes.
Accordingly, the government will
give a hand for it.

In his concluding remarks,
the Senior General said what the
matters are to be carried out as per
the discussions and suggestions.
Matters on the basic food were
mainly discussed in terms of the
comm odity production role. The
Union Government has laid down
policies and 15 fulfilling the needs
of the people in accordance with
the law.

With the political objective of
building a union based on democ-
racy and federalism, regions and
states are granted authonty It 1s

necessary to make efforts to ensure

region-wise development. To do so
needs income andthatis why com-
modity production measures are to
be taken. Commodity production is
important for the nation. If efforts
are made on aregion and state ba-
sig, there will be many benefits for
the nation. It is necessary to meet
quality in products not only for the
domestic market demand but for
the overseas markets.

In extracting and utilizing the
natural resources for manufactur-
ing products, it 15 necessary to
encourage above-ground resources
such as manufactuning agriculture
and livestock products rather than
underground natural resources. In
use of marine resources, it 15 to
encourage breeding rather than
fishing As 1t 1s necessary to be
the type of commodity production
controlling the prices, adjustments
are required. Only if there 15 com-
modity production, will the cash
How be smooth to help the regional

and national economy grow.

In carrying out commodity pro-
duction measures, 115 necessary to
mainly use raw materials produced
domestically. Taking lessons from
weaknesses in the previous peri-
ods, it 15 necessary to make efforts
to get the nation’s economy back
on the regular course during the
time we are taking the responsi-
bilities. Besults gained from our
efforts will be enjoyed by the next
generations. Manufacturing basic
food items adequately on aregion
and state basis will be helpful to
stability of commodities prices.
Manufacturers need to make ad-
justments in setting the most
proper prices for the people to sell
products. In doing so, officials are
to provide enforcement measures
in accerdance with the law, rules
and regulations. Despite the lower
prices of inputs such as fuel o1l and
fertilizer compared to those in the
year earlier, commodities prices
are still high

It 15 necessary to make more

income for the nation through
achieving development of com-
modity production in order that
the nation’s currency value 1s firm
and that there will be no inflation
as well. It is compulsory to imple-
ment tasks for development of
commodity production in regions
and states. The Tatmadaw is sell-
ing meat, fish and egg, food items
and personal goods produced by
military-run agriculture and live-
stock businesses on a managerial
scale and manufactured by the
military factories to the people
at reasonable prices to help adjust
the commodities prices in another
way. Mainly, itisnecessary to con-
trol and adjust the current prices
through development of commod-
ity production As this meeting 15
to make a beginning to find ways
for appropriate prices, measures
are to be taken to find ways and
solutions in respective regions and
states as soon as possible

100

Over US$120 million earned in border
trade surplus from trading with neigh-
boring countries in two months

5

Esm- ear;al

Nay Pyi Taw June 12

Myanmar earned a trade sur-
plus of over U3$120 million from
trading via the country’s border
trade camps over the past two
month of the current 2023-2024
fiscal year, according to the Min-
15try of Commerce.

Border trade activities are be-
ing carried out with the neighbor-

ing countries such as China, Thai-

land, Bangladesh, India and Laos

by opening border trade camps.
From April to May 1n 2023,
there were no border trade ac-
tivities at Kyainglet border trade
camp on the border with Laos.
However, there were border trade
activities with other neighboring
countries with a total amount
of US$1,484.258 million in the
period—USEB02 186 millien in
export and U3$682.072 million

in import. Thus there was a trade

surplus of Ub$l"*0 114 million.

Among those border trade
partner countries, Thatland topped
with US$846.517 million, fol-
lowed by China with US$634 mil-
lion, Bangladesh with US§E2. 245
million and India with TS$1.316
million.

The border surplus amount in
the two-month peniod this fiscal
year resulted from more exports to

those neighboning countries. 336

Hunter Valley:
Ten people killed in
wedding bus crash in
Australia

Sydney June 12
At least 10 people have died
and 15 others are 1n hospital after a

| | wedding bus crashed in an Austral-

1an wine region north of Sydney,
officials say.

The passengers were returning
from a wedding at a winery on
Sunday might 1n the Hunter Valley
when their coach overturned near
the town of Greta.

Police have charged the 58-year-
old bus driver with 10 counts of
dangerous drniving which resulted
in death.

They said they were still 1n the
process of identifying the dead.

The newlyweds were not repori-
edto be on the bus, which crashedin
the state of New South Wales.

The dnver, who 15 from the town
of Maitland, north of Sydney, has
been refused bail and will appearin
court in Cessnock on Tuesday.

Police commissioner Karen
Webb said the site of the crash is
"still an active crime scene” "We've
gotforensics officers processing the
crime scene, we've got crash investi-
gation unit officers, we've gotrescue
she added.

The accident occurred about
23:30 local time [13:30 GMT] on
Sunday when, according to police,

officers [on scene],”

there had been heavy fog in the
area. The bus had rolled over while
making aturn at a roundabout off a
highway. Authornties say the vehicle
has now been pulled upright.

New South Wales Police acting
asststant commissioner Tracy Chap-
man said the guests were travelling
to Singleton "presumably for their
accommodation” Two of the survi-
wvors were arlifted from the crash,
she added. Local mediareport that at
least one of them 1s still in a critical

BRC

condition.

of innocent people.

1 Declarnng themselves to be ©

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, "NUG"

for the people

L

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

PubliciNotice o Eliminationt oféViolence

", the so-called CEPH, HUG and PDF terronist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

, and “PDF" terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3 Givinginformation secretly to the authornities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition 15 tantam ount to protecting the lives and property
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