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SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing pays homage to ancient
pagodas in Bago, inspects maintenance of
Kanbawzathadi Palace

23-5-2023

Nay Pyi Taw May 22

Chairman of the State
Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing, ac-
companied by his wife Daw
Kyu Kyu Hla and officials,
Bago Fegion Chief Minis-
ter U Myo Swe Win, Com-
mander of Yangon Com-
mand Maj-Gen Zaw Hein,
Commander of Southern
Command Maj-Gen Htein
Win and officials, paidhom-
age to ancient pagodas in
Bage of Bago Eegion this
morning.

More than 1,000 years
old historic Kyaikpyin-
nyaya Pagoda

The Senior General and

party viewed renovation of

more than 1,000 years old
historic Kyaikpyinnyaya
Pagoda located near Bago
University in new Oktha
town of Bago Township and
offered flowers, water and
oil light to the pagoda. The
Sentor General and wife
made cash donations for the
pagoda to the Bago Fegion
Chief Minister

Officials reported on
progress of renovation at
the pagoda and future tasks.
The Senior General stressed
the need to systematically
calculate renovation tasks
for long term endurance.
The Senior General called
for construction of upper,
middle and lower terraces

as it cannot accommodate

donation 4

=T

alarge number of pilgrims. 3

It 15 necessary to beautify
the precinct of the pagoda
with systematic drainage
system. As it 15 a pagoeda
built by Mon ethnics, the
architectural works must
comprise that of Mon eth-
nics. The Sentor General
called for participation of
people and moenks 1n reno-
vation of the pagoda as
part of doing meritorious
deeds
The

viewed renovation tasks

Senior General

at the pagoda and gave

gutdance to officials after

going round the pagoda

clockwise

Hsutaungpyae tooth relic
Mahazedi Pagoda

The Sentor General and
party arrived at Hsutaung-
pyae tooth relic Mahazed:
Pagoda built by Hantha-
wady Hsinbyumyarshin
King Bayintnaung in Mazin

upgrading of Kyaikpyinnyaya Pagoda:

Ward of Bago. King Bay-
intnaung established the
second Myanmar Empire.

The Sentor General paid

Senior General Min Aung Hl.gi'ﬁg hearsireport on

After visiting the pa-
goda, the Senior General
instructed officials to main-
tain the pagoda for 1ts long
term existence.

Shwethalyaung reclining

book

The Senior General and
party went round the Bud-
dha image clockwise and
urged officials to always
maintain the pagoda for
long term existence, cleanli-
ness and magnificence.

The Senior General and
party viewed the religious
utensils and traditional
product shops in the prayer
hall.

Shwemawdaw Pagoda

Mext, the Senior Gen-

eral and party visited the

Shwemawdaw Pagoda to

% which they offered flow-

#
el g e

Buddha Image
The
and party pard homage to

Senior General

Shwethalyaung reclining

homage te the pagoda

and offered flowers, water
and o1l lights. The Sentor
General donated cash to
the all-round renovation
fund to the pagoda board
of trustees who returned
the Dhamma gifts. The

Sentor General signed the

e guest book.

Buddha image also called
Shinpin Thalyaung and do-
nated fl owers, water and o1l
lights. The Senior General
and wife presented cash
to the fund of the Buddha
image for all -round renova-
tion to officials who gave
Dhamma gifts The Sentor
General signed the guest

ers, water and oil lamps.
Then, the Senior General
and wife made a multi-
purpose cash donation. Of-
ficials accepted the do-
nation and returned gifts
of Dhamma The Senior
General signed the guests’
book The Senior General
and party pard homage to
Sutaungpyae Bilu Yanna-
ing Pagoda on the pagoda’s
upper tier.

After viewing the an-

cient Buddha statues, jewels
and other utensils inside
the Shwemawdaw Pagoda
history museum, the Sen-
1or General stressed the
need to maintain them, left
other necessary instructions
and went round the pagoda
clockwise.

See Page 13
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i e R S e | Senior. General Ml_l'l Aung Hlaing aml Daw Kyu KF“ Hla pay homage to Hsutaungpyae
tooth relic MahazediPagoda.

From Page 12
Kanbawzathadi
Golden Palace
The Senier General,
wife and party went to the
Kanbawzathad: Golden Pal-
ace and viewed the display
of take posts unearthed
while the Myaynan Py-
athad building was being
excavated, maintenance
of the palace, the utensils
used by ancient kings, the

ancient Buddha statues and

utensils displayedinside the

7
Hanthawady Archaeology
Museum and a display of
Bamarathana throne.

After hearing reports by
officials, the Sentor General
called for prompt mainte-
nance measures for the pal-
ace and the need for keeping
it without harming the origi-
nal style. He also spoke of
the need to show displayed
items at the museum in ac-
cord with the modemn age,
rebuild the carriage ndden

by King Bayintnaung with-

- m‘m

out harming the original
style, always malke the pal-
ace neat and clean and carry
out excavation work in the
ancient city of Hanthawady.

Afterwards, the Sentor
General signed the visitors’
book of the palace

King Bayintnaung built
a new grand palace with
3,400 square metres andfive
main doors in four corners
totalling 20 doors. It was
named Kanbawzathadi. The
king died at 66 1n 543 ME

ng Hlainggvisits Shiwethalyaung Pasoda.

(AD 1581) Dunngthereign
of his son King Nanda, the
city of Hanthawady was set
on fire. After the palace dis-
appeared among the debnis
for about 400 years, the Ar-
chaeology Department did
research and excavated the
palace from 1990 to 1997

§Senior G ener alMin

&thadilGolden :

When the excavation of
Myaynan Pyathad building
on 13 December 1993, the
stakes of Myaynan Pyathad
building, Sanu building,
Letwewin and Letyawin
building were discovered.
From there, teak post rem-

nants were found and donor

AungHlaingviews

names were found on some
of them. Then, those build-

ings were rebuilt like the

original styles after seeking
coordination on the ancient
documents. The palace 1s
now crowded with visitors
at home and abroad.

100
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Support domestic production for national economic

Nay Pyi Taw May 22

Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing met MEME
entrepreneurs from Bago Ee-
gion at the City Hall in Bago
this afternoon and discussed
regional and economic
development.

Present together with
the Senior General were
SAC Joint Secretary Lt-Gen
Te Win Co, union minis-
ters, Bago Region Chief
Minister U Myo Swe Win,
senior officials from Office
of Commander-in-Chief,
Southern Command Com-
mander MMaj-Gen Htain Win,
deputy mimsters, region level
officials, towns elders and
officials.

Individual presentations
on MSME functions and
requirements

The chief minister re-
ported on endeavours for de-
velopment of local MSMEs,
internal and external invest-
ments, sttuation of MSMEs.

Bago Eegion Rice Mill-
ers Association chair U Pyae
Phyo Aung, Cil Millers Asso-
ciation chair I Moe Thet, U
Aung Kyaw Hsan on behalf
of sculpture eentrepreneurs,
U Zeyamin of Lighthouse
Coffee (Toungoo), U Htay
Win on behalf of steel mill-
ers, townelder U Sunny and
other attendees discussed
State’s financial and tech-
nological assistance for de-
velopment of rice milling
business, extension of palm
o1l industry which has a lo-

cal market, development of

I ""--.__*‘:I. e

-
& e

T

B cetsMSME lentrepr eneur s in tBago R egion’

business development

the local successful sculpture
industry and State’s assis-
tance for its participation in
internal and external art and
craft exhibitions, capital for
coffee business development,
assistance for operating local
MESMEs, possible benefits
for setting up township level
brokerages for farming busi-
nesses, and requirements for
emergence of good human
resources andregional devel-
opment. The Semior General
lockedinte the requirements.
Union ministers’
sector-wise clarifications
Union ministers
explained mimistry-wise 1m-
plementations, State’s dis-
bursement of loans under
various headings, provision
of financial loans only after
all the previous loans are re-
paid, availability of business
loans and procedures, ongo-
ing soft loan programs for
business extension, effective
use and repayment of loans,
proper ways to get further
financial assistance for busi-
ness expansion, availability
of machinery, investment
and technology for agro-
businesses through the rel-
evant departments, extension
of forested areas in the region
through inclusive participa-
tton in and priortization of
environmental conservation,
MEME fairs and competi-
tions to extend markets for
local products, and continu-
ous contacts with MSME task
groups. The chief minister
discussed undertakings for
MSME development.
Visiting Bagoe Region for

As regards regional and
economic development, the
“enior General said the goal
of the wisit 15 to seek means
for national economic devel-
opment, and fulfill the needs
of entrepreneurs 1n Bago
Region. Based on the pres-
entations, the government
devises plans for business
development Bago Region
has the most robust economy
in all regions and states after
Mon State. Itis aregion reli-
able for national economy.
Country’s economy started
tofall in 2018. The economy
further dropped in 2020 due
to Covid-19.In 2021, the na-
tion saw negative economic
growth due to Covid-19 and
political conflicts.

Products based on
agriculture and livestock
breeding promoted

In the past, only a few
measures were taken to pro-
mote domestic manufactur-
ing businesses Itisnecessary
for the country to produce
sufficient goods to be sold.
Products based on agricul-
ture, livestock breeding, land
resources and water resourc-
es must be manufactured. As
agriculture 15 a sound manu-
facturing business which has
a great potential for success,
the government has been
promoting the sector and it
15 tmportant to exert efforts.
Cur country grows 15 million
acres of monsoon paddy and
has 13 million acres of farm -
land. If double cropping 1s
carried out on farmland after

monscon paddy has been

Trm=ermeen

{088 e =

harvested, crop yields will in-
crease. In agnculture, seeds,
soil, water and techniques
are essential and must be
perfect Itis necessary to use
high quality seeds but alse
while measures are taken for
soil enrichment. Similarly,
sufficient water, which 1s
essential for the success of
agriculture, must be sup-
plied to farmland. It 15 alseo
important to utilize correct
agricultural techniques. Only
then, will per-acre yields of
crops increase. In the same
way, quality strains must be
raised by using correct tech-
niques and feeding properly
in livestock breeding.

By enhancing the double
cropping capabilities, more

agricultural goods can be

produced for the country
and revenue for the country
will increase. If agriculture
and livestock breeding tasks
can be carned out more suc-

cessfully, crop yields will 1n-

crease and revenue for Bago
Eegion will increase.

Raw materials, electric-
ity, inputs and human
resources essential for

success of MSMEs

Faw materials are essen-
tial for MSMEs. Similarly,
electricity 15 important for
manufacturing businesses.
Although efforts were made
to implement power genera-
tion projects in our country
previously, they were delayed
or stalled due to various rea-
sons As a result, electneity
shortages have been com-
mon until now. Although
hydropower dams were built
to generate electricity in
Bago Region, the dams were
destroyed by some armed

erganizations including the

so-called-PDF terrorists.
Therefore, there are electric-
ity shortages. Measures have
been taken to import fertilizer
for agriculture from other

countries. Asthe government

development; hard work and job generation are pivotal

will be able to import prod-
ucts if 1t has enough foreign
exchange, 1t 1s necessary

to make concerted efforts

| to improve manufacturing

businesses to earn foreign
revenues.

The government has been
offening capital loans for M-
MEs in accordance with rules
and regulations. In the same
way, agriculture, livestock
breeding and technical high
schools have been opened

? to nurture human resources

for agniculture and livestock
breeding. The formal educa-
tion completion rate of the
country is low. Ounly when
one completes formal educa-
tion, he or she will be able to
learn technologies.

The country has to import
dairy products every year It
was leamnt that cattle breeding
can be carried out success-
fully and dairy products can
be manufactured in Bago
Region Similarly, if meat,
fish and eggs needed for Yan-
gon Eegion can be produced
in Bago Region, regional
revenue will increase. In the
same way as products are
sold in the domestic market,
value-added products can be
manufactured for exports and
1t will be beneficial for Bago
Region.

It was learnt that about
50,000 acres of rubber trees

were grown in Bago Eegion.

It 15 necessary to produce

tyres for vehicles and motor-
cycles and other househeold
products neededin the region
from rubber Similarly, it was
learnt that

See Page 15
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Bago Fegion has been en-
joying local rice sufficiency.
It 1s necessary to produce
livestock feed from bran and
broken rice from rice milling
beneficially If o1l crops can
be cultivated successfully,
local edible o1l consumption
can be fulfilled. The country
has toimport ecdible o1l every
year by spending foreign
exchange If o1l crops can
be grown through double-
cropping, tmports of edible
o1l can be reduced. Therefore,
it1s necessary to make efforts

to grow o1l crops in Bago

Begion successfully. Will
revenue increase only when
manufacturing businesses
can be conducted successful-
ly and sociceconomic lives of
the people will improve.
Necessary to work and
create job oppoertunities
As it 15 necessary to
achieve economic growth for
the country, entrepreneurs are
required to make concerted
efforts for economic devel-
opment. It 15 mainly neces-
sary to work and to create
job opportunities. The gov-
ernment has been creating

job opportunities. The true

strength of the country lies
within Therefore, we must
rely on our own strength in
encountering hardship. The
government has guaranteed
that state responsibilities
will be transferred to the
elected government after
holding election without fail
Therefore, measures have
been taken to restore stabil-
ity first. We would like to
make known to all that we
will join hands with anyone
who works out of goodwill
for the country. The gov-
ernment 1s confident that 1t

will achieve success as 1t 1s

working out of goodwill for
the country.

Then, the Senior General
cordially greeted MEME en-
trepreneurs who attended the
meeting.

Afterward, the Senior
General enthusiastically
viewed the local products,
foodstuffs, consumer goods,
industrial products, tradi-
tional handicraft and textiles
displayed at each exhibition
booth and asked about their
market shares. Entrepreneurs
conducted round the Sentor
General at the exhibition

booths. 100

Yangon Region approves 24 local and
foreign investment projects within
four months in 2023

Thilawa Special Economic Zone A.

Yangon May 22
Up te 24 local and for-
ergn 1nvestment projects
were approved in Yangon
Region within four months
from January to the end of

Apnl in 2023, according to
reports from the Yangon Ee-
gion Investment Committee.

The Yangon Begion In-
vestment Commitiee holds
monthly meetings and ap-

proves domestic and foreign
investment projects.

In doing so, one Myan-
mar citizen investment busi-
ness and nine foreign invest-
ment businesses, totaling ten

investment projects were
approved on January 235,
2023 at the Yangon Eegion
Investment Committee's
(1/2023) meeting held at the
Yangon Fegion Investment
Committee office.

At the (2/2023) meet-
ing of the Yangon Eegion
Investment Committee held
on February 22, one foreign
investment business was
approved.

At the (3/2023) meet-
ing held on March 29, two
Myanmar citizen investment
businesses and nine foreign
investment businesses were
approved.

At the (4/2023) meeting
held on April 26, one Myan-
mar investment business and
one foreign investment busi-

ness were approved. 336

and robbing.

L2

general public.

(5]

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CEPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,

civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

. Mot encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH",
“NUG", and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, 15 to protect the lives and property of the

. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

11 cyclone shelters under preparation in
Sagaing Region to defy impacts of cyclone

Sagaing May 22

Preparations have been
made at 11 cyclone shelters
in Sagaing Eegion to take
prevention against the cy-
clone, said assistant director
U Kyaw Thu Soe of Saga-
ing Begion Natural Disaster
Management Department.

Preparatory tasks have
completed to take rescue and
relief for the storm-affected
victims, provide assistance
and carry out rehabilitation
in Sagaing Fegion, in accord

with the nstructives of the

Sagaing Region government.

“The cyclone shelters
in storm prone townships
are located in Thaphana-
ing, TaungU Pyintha and
Natmyaung willages 1n Ka-
lay Township, Pawmaing
Ward in Hkamti, Panitphana
Village in Homalin Town-
ship, Hehlaw Village and
Kyunshwewah and Tharaung
smart village in Phaungpyin
Township, Kyain and Kintat
villages in Mawlak Town-
ship, and Sibyugon Village

in Kani Township These

shelters will accommodate

]

more than 2,200 people,” he
added.

Local authorities urged

the people to take care of

flooding, landslides, strong
winds and other natural dis-
asters after the storm and to
collect foods, medicines and

water. ASH

Roman Protasevich:
Belarus pardons
activist hauled
off flight

Belarus May 22

A Belarusian opposttion
activist arrested after his Bya-
nair flight was forced to land
in the capital Minsk has said
he has been pardoned.

Roman Protasevich was
hauled off his flight and ar-
rested on charges of inciting
unrest in May 2021

Earlier this month, he
was sentenced to eight vears
10 prison.

He thanked authoritarian
leader Alexander Lukashenko
for the pardon, amid questions
asto whether he was forcedto
make pro-regime statements.

In a video released by
state news agency Belta, Mr
Protasevich said he had just
signed "appropriate docu-
ments" for his pardon.

"T am incredibly grateful
to the country and of course,
to the president personally for
such a decision," he sad.

"This 1s, of course, just
great news."

He said he had not yet
made any plans but would

probably go to "a quiet place

| in the countryside for a cou-

ple of days... in order to take
a breather and start to move
forward".

It 15 not clear how the
journalist was treated by the
security services but 1t 1s
believed that after his arrest
he was coerced inte making
confessions and apolegetic
statements on state TV

Some opponents of the
regime have accused him of
collaborating with the au-
thonties.

Mr Protasevich was edi-
tor of the MNexta Telegram
channel, based 1n Foland,
which published videos and
information from the wave
of giant street protests against
Mr Lukashenko that began in
the summer of 2020

The charges he was sen-
tenced forinclude: organising
mass riots, calling for sanc-
tions against Belarus, creating
orleading an extremist group,
and conspiring to seize power.

He was hauled from a
plane and arrested alongside
his then girlfriend, Russian
citizen Sofia Sapega, in May
2021 after their flight from
Greece to Lithuania was sud-
denly diverted to Minsk by
Belarusian air traffic control
They claimed there was a
bomb threat.

BEC
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