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Plan underway to hold Shitthaung
Pagoda Buddha Pujaniya festival
from 2 to 6 May in MraukU

e

MraukU April 27

The Buddha Pujanivafes-
tival will take place at Shit-
thaung Pagoda 1n MraukU
2 to 6 May 2023 as
part of preserving the ancient

from

cultural heritages of MrauklU
in Fakhine State, smd U Saw
Shwe Maung, Chairman of
the pagoda board of trustees.

The Buddha Pujaniya
festival for Shitthaung,

Htokkanthein, Andawthein
and Laymyethna pagodas
in MraukU ancient cultural
heritage region will be held
on a grand scale with tradi-

tional boat race, wrestling

and cultural shows.

“The festival will be held
on a grand scale with Ra-
khine traditional boeat race,
wrestling and Rakhine cul-
tural shows. In addition to
the football tourney, music
concerts will be staged at
night. It 15 held on a yearly
basis so as to hand over
cultural heritages to the new
"he added.

L5 the festival is coin-
cided with the fullmoon day
of Kason which falls on 3

generation youths,

| May, the Kason water pour-

ing ceremony at Bo trees will
take place there, Moreover,
while traditional boat race 1s
held in Mrauk creek, local
people enjoy water splashing
ceremony to each other in
the creek

The Buddha Pujanivafes-
tival was suspended for three
years from 2019 to 2021. It
resumed in May 2022

Turkey's

Erdogan

fallsillon TV and
cancels election rallies

AnkaraApril 27

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has suspend-
edelection campaigning after
he fell 11l dunng alive TV in-
terview in which the broadcast
was abruptly brought to ahalt.

After a 20-minute break,
he returnedto say he had "se
rious stomach flu® after two
days of intense campaigning.

Mr Erdogan, 69,15 facing
his toughest election cam-
paign so far.

The main opposition lead-
er Kemal Kilicdaroglu has
been chosen to run for a group
of six political parties.

He was among a num-
ber of opposition leaders to
wish the president a speedy
recovery.

Latest polls suggest a

close race between the two

men and give Mr Kilicdaroglu
a good chance of wvictory 1n
elections on 14 May, with a
possible presidential run-off
two weeks afterwards.
President Erdogan ini-
tially cancelled three appear-

ances 1n central Anatelia on

- Wednesday, saying he had

been advised to stay home on
the adwice of doctors.

He then cancelled his
scheduled events on Thurs-
day, too, including the open-
ing of Turkey's first nuclear
power station at Akkuyu on
the Mediterranean coast. Al
kuyu's four nuclear reactors,
largely owned by Bussian firm
F.osatom, have taken several
yearsto build and the opening
had been timed to coincide
with the election.

BRC

Air KBZ to operate Yangon-Kalay-
Yangon flights from 27 April

Yangon April 27

Air KBA airlines on 23
April decided to operate Yan-
gon-Kalay-Yangon flights as
from 27 Apnl

Currently, the airlines
arrange flights for Yangon-
Kalay-Yangon route on
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Saturday on a weekly basis.
In this regard, the flight starts
leaving Yangon at 8 am and
armves 1n Kalay at 10 am.
It leaves Kalay at 10.20 am

and arrives back 1n Yangon

at 12 20 pm.

Air EBZ will add one
more flight every Thursday
as from 27 April for conveni-
ence of passengers.

Hence, the flight will
leave Yangon at 10-25 am
and arnive 1n Kalay at 12.25
pm. It will return from Kalay
at 12.45 pm and arrive back
in Yangon at 245 pm_

As such, the airlines

will run 1ts flights on Tues- |
day, Wednesday, Thursday

and Saturday, four days a '

week on Yangon-Kalay-
Yangon route. Flight ticket

WRABL

ek vhhl‘.““'l i

15 charged at K200,700 per
336

passenger.

Kachin State to implement three staft
housing projects in 2023-24 financial year

Myitkyina April 27

Kachin Statte govern-
ment on 22 Apnl stated that 1t
will implement the project of
three staff housings in Kachin
State in 2023-24 fiscal year

These staff housing build-
ings will be constructed by
the Department of Urban and
Housing Development under
the Ministry of Construction
in Myitkyina and Mohnyin

townships

This fiscal year, staff
housing buildings will be
built as building Mo 22 and
Mo 23 1n May Kha housing
in Myitkyina These build-
ings will be four-apartment
four-storey facilities.

Likewise, No 7 building
of staff housing will be built
in Mohnyin. The building
will be four-apartment four-

storey facility. These build-
ings will be constructed with
the fund of Kachin State 1n
2023-24 fiscal year.

In this regard, open ten-
der will be inwvited to licensed
companies of Myanmar citi-
zen construction entrepre-
feurs.

Tender proposals and
disciplines can be bought at
the Kachin State Directorate

of Urban and Housing Devel-

opment Department as from

24 Apnl and these must be |

submitted there notlater than
8 May.

Tender opening date |,

For
further information, dial
074-2529262 of the Kachin

State Directorate of Urban

will be declared later

and Housing Development

Department. 336

US and South
Korea agree key
nuclear weapons deal

Washington April 27

The U5 and South Korea
have secured alandmark deal
to counter the North Korean
nuclear threat.

Washington has agreed
to pennodically depley US
nuclear-armed submarnes
to South Korea and involve
Seoul 1n its nuclear planning
operations.

In return, South Korea
has agreed to not develop its

= | oWn nuclear weapons.

The Washington Declara-
tion will strengthen the allies’
co-operation 1n deterring a
North Korean attack, US
President Joe Biden said.

Concern has been nising
on both sides about the nu-
clear threat posed by North
Korea Pyongyang 1s de-

veloping tactical nuclear

weapons that can target South
Korea, and refining 1ts long-
range weapons that can reach
the US mainland.

The US already has a
treaty obligation to defend
South Korea, and has previ-
ously pledged to use nuclear
weapons if necessary. But
some 1n South Korea have
started to doubt that commit-
ment and call for the country
to pursue 1ts own nuclear
programme.

The South Korean Presi-
dent, Yoon Suk-yeol, who
was at the White House for
a state visit, sard the Wash-
ington Declaration marked
an "unprecedented" commit-
ment by the U3 to enhance
defence, deter attacks and
protect US allies by using nu-
BRC

clear weapons.
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Plan underway to continuously upgrade
Namti-Tanai-Pansawng road in 2023-24 FY

S g

Nay Pyi Taw April 27

The Ministry of Con-
struction stated that a plan
15 underway to continu-
ously upgrade Namti-Tanai-
Pansawng road in 2023-24
financial vear.

It 15 a part of world
famous Ledo road which
links India, Myanmar and
China

Ledo road starts in India

and 1t leads to Kunming

v o A
wng Road'being!
o P AR LA -

of China passing through
Pasawng and Nanyun town-
ships of Sagaing Region,
Shinbweyang, Tanai, Namti,
Myitkyina, Waingmaw and
Bhamo townships of Kachin
State,

MNow, the Namti-Tanai-
Pasawng road 15 being up-
graded to the 5.5 metres
wide MNational Highway-
IH-49.

Foad Construction Spe-

cial Task Force-1 of the
Ministry of Construction
and tender winners are 1m-
proving the roadin financial
years. In 2021-22 FY, 20
miles long road has been re-
paved with asphalt concrete
road, more than 19 miles
long concrete, more than
eight miles long asphalt road
and more than 97 miles long
hard road.

In 2022-23 fiscal year,

more than five miles long
section was placed with
concrete and 24 bridges
under 530 feet long were
constructed. So far, the road
has been facilitated with 53

# miles long concrete section

at the end of 2022-23 FY.
This fiscal year, plans

were decided to construct

: more than five miles long

concrete section, two miles
long embankments and six
conduits. Moreover, hard
road sections will be up-
graded to the concrete ones.
Depending on the al-
lotment of budget, the pro-
jects are being implemented
Upon completion, prod-
ucts from Kachin State and
sagaing region will have
to be easily exported to

China.
336

and robbing.

the general public.

for Eliminationtof:

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CEPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH",
“NUG”, and “PDEF"” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, 1s to protect the lives and property of

3 Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of itnnocent people.

Tax exempted for import of solar panels,
related accessories to ensure
electricity sufficiency

Nay Pyi Taw April 27

Tax 15 exempted for im-
port of solar panel andrelated
accessories in order to ensure
sufficiency of electricity 1n
the nation, sard assistant
director U Myo Thiha of the
Ministry of Planning and
Finance.

Hence, tax exemption
15 inclusive of solar panels
which can generate electric-
ity, related control devices,
solar-powered inverter and
batteries.

“The Ministry of Plan-
ning and Finance 1ssued ano-
tification under Sub-Section
A of the Section 7 of the
Tariff Law The notification
shall be effective from 1 April
2023, sad U Myo Thiha

Most of the hydropower
projects across the nation are
located in the ethnic armed
organizations. Difficulty to
implement the projects as
quickly as possible is one
of the reasons for electnicity

deficiency.

Withregard to the electric
power sector of the nation,

at present, the country faces

inadequate number of slalled

workers and difficulties to
generate coal-fired power

stafions.

ASH

Air KBZ to arrange more flights on
Yangn-Dawei-Myeik-Yangon, Yangon-
Myeik-Dawei-Yangon routes

Yangon April 27

Air KBZ airlines 1ssued
a press release on 22 Apnl
2023, saying that 1t will ex-
tend more flights for Yangon-
Dawei-Myeik-Yangon and
Yangon-Myeik-Dawei-Yan-
gon reutes.

Currently, the airlines op-
erates Yangon-Dawei and
Yangon-Myeik flights on a
daily basis. In this regard, 1t

will extend more fights along
the Yangon-Dawei-Myeik-
Yangon and Yangon-hyeil-
Dawei-Yangon routes for
convenience of passengers.
In so doing, the Yangon-
Dawei-Myeik-Yangon will be
run every Friday as from 28
April and the Yangon-Myeik-
Dawei-Yangon flights every
Sunday as from 30 Aprnil.
The Yangon-Dawei-Iy-

eitk-Yangon flight will leave
Yangon at 8§ am and arrive in
Dawet at 9.15 am and then 1t
will leave Dawer at 940 am
and arrive in Myeik at 10.20
am. Again, the flight will de-
part from Myeik at 10 40 am
and arrive in Yangon back at
12.15pm.

The flight for Yangon-
Myeik-Dawei-Yangon route

willleave Yangon at 8 am and

arnive 1n Myeik at 9.35 am. It
will take off from Myeik at
10 am and land at Dawer at

1040 am.

The fight will leave Da- | B8

wel at 11 am and amve back

at Yangon at 12.15 pm_ The

ticket for Yangon-Myeik-Da- |*

wei-Yangon will be 176,000
perpassenger and Yangon-Da-
wei-Myeik-Yangon K 166,000
336

per passenger.

Export of chickpea
earns more than
US$13 million in

2022-23 FY

Yangon April 27

The Ministry of Com-
merce stated that export of
chickpea earned more than
US5$13 million 1n 2022-23
fiscal year.

Chickpea stands 9th 1n
the largest export of pulses
and beans to foreign coun-
tries. Moreover, Myanmar
stands 5th in the largest
sown acreage of chickpea
across the world.

The largest producer
countries of chickpea across
the world are India, Paki-
stan, Turkiye, Ethiopia and
Myanmar.

Chickpea in Myanmar

yields 20 baskets per acre.

So, 1t can be distributed to
domestic market and inter-
national market. In 2022-
23 FY, export of chickpea
earned US$13.139 million.

In this regard, chickpea
was shipped for US§13 112
million and US$0 027 mal-
lion through land borders.

In 2023-24 FY, from
1 to 14 April, chickpea
worth US§0.044 million
was shipped to the interna-
tional market

Chickpea 1s grown in
Sagaing, Bago, Magway,
Mandalay and Ayeyawady
regions from October to
November and harvested

from January to Apnl 336
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