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13 arid districts hold monsoon tree-planting ceremonies

for 2025 through mass movements
Chairman of SAC Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing

i N 5.

SeniorGeneral\Min'Aung Hlainglgives|guidancejon

Nay Pyi Taw July 11

Sagaing Region, Mag-
way Region and Mandalay
Region in the central arid
zone of Myanmar are the
regions bearing the bulk of
the burden of climate change,
droughts and high tempera-
tures in the country. Hence,
climate change and dryness
must be addressed through
nature-based methods, es-
tablishment of tree planta-
tions, forest conservation,
cultivation of windbreakers
in rows, application of sus-
tainable planting systems,
and systematic management
of water resources.

The Ministry of Nat-
ural Resources and Envi-
ronmental Conservation
simultaneously launched
mass monsoon tree-planting
ceremonies for 2025 at the
designated places in 29 town-
ships of 13 arid districts
in Sagaing, Mandalay and

takes part in a ceremony an

i

Magway regions this morn-
ing. Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing took part in
the ceremony held at Lein-
taw protective forest area,
Meiktila District, Mandalay
Region, and planted a tamar
sapling.

Also present at the cer-
emony together with the
Senior General were Joint
SAC Secretary General Ye

Win Oo, SAC member Gen- |

eral Nyo Saw, union minis-
ters, U Min Naung, U Hla
Moe, U Khin Maung Yi, Dr

and officials.

In his address delivered
in connection with the cer-
emonies in the 13 districts,
the Senior General said it is
the first, national level activ-
ity to green the arid areas of
upcountry. Tree-planting is a

beneficial deed for greening

Nyunt Pe, Mandalay Region -

Chief Minister U Myo Aung,
senior military officers from
Office of Commander-in-
Chief, district and township
level departmental officials,
local elders from Meiktila
District, the Central Com-
mand commander, deputy
ministers, teachers, students

= " g i
g~ : -3

enior: General'Mi_ﬁi'&{lng Hiﬁ;_ g deliv

and improving the environ-
ment. Especially, 13 districts
including the areas along
Meiktila are facing arid cli-
mate every year. In 2024,
Bagan, Chauk, Yenanchaung
and Minbu were recorded as
areas with highest tempera-
tures.

During the trip to the
Chauk area, the Senior Gen-
eral experienced extremely
hot weather. People face
hardships every time the
temperature rises high. One

. of the ways to effectively

= bring down the temperatures

is tree planting. The world

¢ is facing climate change and

various kinds of natural dis-
asters. Natural disasters are
uncontrollable, but can be
alleviated through advanced
preventive measures. The
planted trees will not im-
mediately bring down the

e b e
rs;an addressatithe/monsoo
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temperatures, but they will
provide a cool shelter that
will alleviate temperatures.
Green and vibrant scenes
give pleasure and cool the
minds and hearts of the peo-
ple. Since its assumption of
the State responsibilities, the
government has been hold-

ing tree-planting activities
in the length and breadth of
the country annually, and the
Tatmadaw is doing the same.
These activities are beneficial
for the country.

Today, 34,950 trees will
be grown in the 13 dry dis-
tricts, at the venues where
previous tree-planting cer-
emonies were held. But they
fail to produce benefits as
expected due to low existence
rate and illegal logging for
local demand. Tree-planting
ceremonies need time, labour
and financial expense. Hence,

all must grow and protect
the trees carefully for the
survival of ever planted sap-
ling. Responsible personnel
should protect and conserve
the saplings with goodwill
for the thriving of every tree.

Forest area is declin-
ing in Myanmar which now

hrecsplantingiceremonyimMNICIkIaDIStrce

covers only about 42.9% at
present. Efforts are being
made through tree-planting
movements to restore the
50% forest cover. Although
the planted trees will not
produce immediate results,
they will benefit mankind in
the coming seven or eight
years. Thanks to the past
conservation campaigns the
country now has large acres
of forests and trees. So, all
tree-growers must do their
job with the goodwill to
benefit the posterity.

See Page 15
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Chairman of State Administration Council
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing inspects boosted production of
Tatmadaw Textile & Garment Factory (Meiktila) and

Nay Pyi Taw July 11
Chairman of the State
Administration Council

Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing,
accompanied by his entou-
rage, the Mandalay Region
chief minister, the com-
mander of Central Com-
mand and officials, inspect-
ed the boosted production
of the Tatmadaw Textile and
Garment Factory (Meik-
tila) and No. 3 Cement
Factory (1,200 tons) this
morning.

The Tatmadaw Textile
and Garment Factory
(Meiktila)

First, the Senior Gen-
eral and party arrived at
the Tatmadaw Textile and
Garment Factory (Meiktila)
and the factory manager, at
the meeting hall of the fac-
tory, reported to the Senior
General on implementation
of instructions given by
the Senior General on his
previous visits, capabili-

ties of machines installed
in respective section of
the factory, production of
different yarns, materials
and garments and agricul-
ture and livestock breeding
tasks for welfare of factory
workers.

After hearing the report,
the Senior General said it
is necessary to prioritize
quality over quantity in
textile production and to
produce yarns and materials
enough to meet the demand
of domestic micro, small
and medium industries. It
is important that the actual
well-being of workers is ac-
tually provided in carrying
out welfare tasks. The Sen-
ior General also gave other
necessary instructions.

Then, the Senior Gen-
eral inspected the quality of
uniform cloth and textiles
displayed at the factory and
gave instructions on quality
control, boosting produc-
tion to meet the demand of
the market and other needs

No.3 Cemen

production section of Tatmadaw Textile

based on reports of officials. In the afternoon, the

Afterward, the Senior Senior General and party
General and party inspected arrived at No. (3) Cement
the production processes Factory (1,200 tons) of My-
of the yarn workshop and anmar Economic Corpora-
spinnin workshop and gave tion and at the meeting hall
necessary instructions based of the factory, Chairman
on reports of officials. of the MEC General Nyo

Then, the Senior Gen- Saw reported to the Senior
eral presented cash rewards General on implementation
for workers of the factory to of the instructions given by
the Senior General during

The textile and garment his previous visits, produc-
factory has been producing

an official.

uniforms for Tatmadaw
personnel and members of
the Myanmar Police Force,
school uniforms and daily
textiles. As the govern-
ment has been boosting
the domestic production of
textiles, the factory built a
2/80 yarn factory branch
in December, 2024 and is
fulfilling the demand of
domestic textile industries
to some extent by producing
textiles in accordance with
set quality standards.
No.3 Cement Factory
(1,200 tons)

Factory (1,200 tons)

SeniogGeneralVlin/ Aung
INoJ(3)lcement factony: |
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tivity of domestic cement
factories. Then, the factory
manager reported to the
Senior General on salient
points of the factory and
production and distribu-
tion of cement of the fac-
tory in respective fiscal
years.

After hearing the re-
ports, the Senior General
gave instructions on meet-
ing the domestic demand

T

- |

SeniorGeneraliMinyAung]HIaingipresents{cashirewardsfforzfactoryaworkers!

of cement, productivity and
effective operations of the
factory and other needs.
Then, the Senior Gener-
al inspected the production
processes of the factory and
gave necessary instructions
based on reports of officials.
Afterward, the Senior
General presented cash re-
wards for factory workers to
a factory official.
100

ai ‘;héﬁrs-amgp‘%rt on efforts to boosgproductiontot
- PR | s }

of innocent people.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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SAC Vice Chairman Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe Win addresses the ceremony
to mark the World Populatlon Day 2025

Nay Pyi Taw July 11

Patron of the Central Cen-
sus Commission Vice Chair-
man of the State Administra-
tion Council Deputy Prime
Minister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win delivered a speech
at the ceremony to mark the
World Population Day 2025
at Mingala Thiri Hotel in Nay
Pyi Taw this morning.

Also, present at the cer-
emony were SAC members,
Union ministers, the Nay
Pyi Taw Council Chairman,
deputy ministers, departmen-
tal heads, Ambassadors and
diplomats from embassies
based in Myanmar, officials
from the ceremony organ-
izing central committee and
subcommittees, ministries and
associations as well as guests.

First, Patron of the Central
Census Commission the Vice-
Senior General said that the
United Nations designated
11 July 1987—the year the
world population reached
five billion—as World Popu-
lation Day. The day aims to
raise awareness about global
population issues and their
impacts on society, develop-
ment, and the environment.
Member countries have since
observed World Population
Day annually. In the case of
Myanmar, the country has
been commemorating this
day since 1990, making this
year the 36thanniversary of
its observance.

If we look at the popula-
tion changes in Myanmar,
according to the 2014 census,
the population was over 51.4
million, and it was estimated
that by 2024, the population

4/1c:: Senior General’Soe Win dellvered a sp!e!e!ch!ab th&

glCeremony to, mark the World Populatlon D&y 2025

would reach around 56.2 mil-
lion. However, based on the
preliminary figures from the
2024 census, it has been found
that the current population is
only just over 51.3 million.

Although population
growth was expected based
on previous growth rates, data
from the 2024 census shows
there has been no population
increase over the past 10
years. Therefore, it is neces-
sary to closely examine the
factors that directly affect
population growth—such as
birth rates, death rates, and
migration rates.

According to the 1983
census in Myanmar, the aver-
age number of children born
to a woman was 4.7. How-
ever, by the 2014 census, this
figure had dropped to around
2.3 children, and according
to the 2019 interim census, it
had further declined to below
2.1 children—the level re-
quired to replace both parents.
This shows that the country’s
birth rate has been steadily
declining, and it is likely to
decrease even further. If the
average number of children
born to a woman falls below
2, the country’s population
will gradually and noticeably
begin to decline.

In Myanmar, the severe
COVID-19 pandemic that
occurred around 2020, along
with the outbreaks of vio-
lence following 2021 and
various natural disasters, had
significant impacts on birth
and death rates. Additionally,
employment opportunities
declined, and a large number
of young people increasingly

-f_':

-_-_-_'

migrated abroad.

In developing countries,
as the elderly population in-
creases, better job opportuni-
ties and growing labor market
demands have led to increased
labor migration. Therefore, in
Myanmar as well, alongside
a declining population, it is
important to carefully man-
age migration to prevent the
loss of human resources and
to ensure that the country’s
productive capacity remains
unaffected.

According to projections
by population experts, in the
near future, the number of
elderly people aged 65 and
above in developing coun-
tries, including Myanmar,
will surpass the number of
children. At that time, it will
be necessary to create oppor-
tunities for lifelong learning
and retraining, as well as to
develop a workforce capable
of working across various age
groups. Therefore, relevant
ministries should begin pre-
paring long-term plans now
to create job opportunities in
the private sector for older
individuals who are still will-
ing and able to work.

In order to study and ana-
lyze the population changes
in the country and to obtain
demographic and socio-eco-
nomic data, the State Admin-
istration Council has made
necessary arrangements to
conduct the Population and
Housing Census without fail.

To determine the popula-
tion that can be used as a basis
for short- and long-term na-
tional planning, to study and
analyze population change

processes, and to obtain es-
sential data for examining
and promoting national de-
velopment, the Population
and Housing Census was
successfully conducted in Oc-
tober 2024. The data collected

u ik '.'l.ll /

sus included a total of 68
questions, covering not only
demographic data but also
socio-economic information,
domestic and international
migration details, and com-
prehensive data on house-
holds and families. These
findings must be carefully

| examined to reassess the cur-

rent state of our country. The

| census data, which reflects the

nation's present conditions,
should be a key resource in
the country's development
processes.

Additionally, our country
will soon hold a free and fair
multi-party democratic gen-
eral election. To ensure that
the rights of all eligible voters
are protected and that the elec-
tion is conducted successfully
with proper methodology, the
accurate voter lists derived
from the 2024 census popu-
lation data will play a crucial

‘ jhl | l{

development. The census was
conducted using the country’s
own human and financial
resources, without foreign
assistance, and involved ex-
tensive preparation and man-
power. Numerous challenges
surfaced during the data col-
lection process, those who
dedicated themselves to this
task at risk of their lives are
commendable.

Given the significant fi-
nancial and human resources
invested to successfully carry
out the census, policymakers,
planners, and data users must
prioritize the effective use of
this data for national develop-
ment and the socio-economic
progress of the people.

Starting today, on World
Population Day, may all citi-
zens of Myanmar live in
health and prosperity, free
from natural disasters, and
contribute to the greater

b
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Vice-SeriorG aneral SocaWinyvisitsitheyWorld! Pop latlo 2025 exhibition®

from the census provides a
snapshot of the current situa-
tion of national development
and will support accurate
policy-making, strategic plan-
ning, and programme design.
Moreover, this information
is essential for resource al-
location, budget distribution,
and for building necessary
infrastructure such as schools,
hospitals, healthcare facilities,
roads, and bridges. It is also
crucial for providing care
services for the disabled and
elderly, creating employment
opportunities, and implement-
ing other vital management
activities.

Therefore, it is neces-
sary to thoroughly analyze
and study the data from the
2024 census. The 2024 cen-

supporting role.

Furthermore, the 2024
census data will be highly
valuable for rescue and recon-
struction efforts in the cities
affected by the recent major
earthquake in Mandalay.

Every year on World Pop-
ulation Day, member states of
the United Nations set a theme
and organize ceremonies and
activities. For Myanmar’s
2025 World Population Day,
the theme has been chosen
to reflect the country's cur-
rent situation and effectively
utilize census data: "From
Data to Development: Using
Census for Socio-Economic
Advancement".

This theme was selected
because census data is ex-
tremely valuable for national

good. May the population
and household census data
be effectively utilized across
sectors to advance socio-
economic development.

Following this, Union
Minister for Immigration and
Population U Myint Kyaing
explained the theme, From
Data to Development: Using
Census for Socio-Economic
Advancement". Subsequently,
an animation clip commemo-
rating the 2025 World Popula-
tion Day was shown.

Later, Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Soe Win posed for com-
memorative photos with
attendees and toured the ex-
hibition showcasing materials
for the 2025 World Population
Day, where officials provided
explanations. 100
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From Page 12

Forest conservation is a
good deed. Areas on both
sides of roads must be plant-
ed with trees for the pleasant-
ness of the travelers. Hence,
environmental greening ac-
tivities must be conducted.
Today’s ceremonies will
hand down the good heritage
of a better environment for
the future generations. As
the State is using financial
power, manpower and time,
the growers must work for
the benefit of the country
and gain merits. The cur-
rent national level activity
will be followed by region/
state-wise, village/ward-wise
activities. If a household can
grow and nurture a tree for its
continued existence it will
be very beneficial for en-
vironmental greening cam-
paigns. Today’s ceremony is
an auspicious one that serves
the benefit of the major-
ity. May all growers enjoy
the same.
Leads the ceremony and

grows a tamar sapling

The Prime Minister,
Chairman of the State Ad-
ministrationCouncil, led the
planting of the neem tree
sapling at the designated
location.

The Joint Secretary of

the Council General Ye Win
0o, Council Member Gen-
eral Nyo Saw, Union Min-
isters, and senior military
officers from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief
of DefenceServices, offi-
cials from the district and
township levels in Meiktila
District, township elders, the
Commander of the Central
Command, Deputy Minis-
ters, teachers, students, and
officials planted the saplings.

Then. the Prime Minister,
Chairman of the State Ad-
ministrationCouncil, walked
around and watched the
participants happily planting
saplings at the tree planting
festival, which was held as a
public activity for the 2025
rainy season.

Today, 3,200 saplings of
6 tree species including neem
tree, gold mohur, rain tree,
Madhuca longifolia, tec-
tona hamiltoniana, and chitta
gong wood were planted as
part of the public activity for
the 2025 rainy season held at
the Laintaw reserved forest
in Meiktila District.

A total of 34,950 trees
were planted collectively
in the 2025 rainy season
community campaign in
13 districts and 29town-

ships of the dry region

Similarly, tree planting
festivals were held in the
remaining townships of 13
districts of the dry region as
a community campaign in
the 2025 rainy season, and
precious trees, industrial
raw material trees, perennial
edible crops, and shade trees
were planted collectively:
750 trees at Sagaing Univer-
sity of Education in Sagaing
Township, Sagaing District,
600 trees at No. (2) Basic
Education High School in
Myinmu Township, 1,050
trees in Athit Road in My-
othit Ward, Monywa Town-
ship, Monywa District, 3,000
trees at Shwebo University in
Shwebo Township, Shwebo
District, 600 trees at the
University ofComputer Sci-
ence in Yinmabin Township,
Yinmabin District,Sagaing
Region, 2,700 trees along
the Magway-Kanbya road
in Magway District, 4,000
trees at the Special Greenery
Zone at Milepost (357/5)
of Magway-Yenangyoung
Road in Yenangyoung
Township, 4,000 trees at
the Sinka reserved forest
along the Gwaycho- Chauk
Road in Chauk Township,
600 trees at Milepost (36/5)
of Magway-Kanpyar road
in Myothit Township, 600

trees along the district road
in Satt Thwar-Sinbaungwe'
in Taungdwingyi Township,
1,050 trees at Laypin Aima
reserved forest in Minbu
Township, Minbu District,
300 trees in the land owned
by Kyaung Daw Ya Village
in Pwintbyu Township, 300
trees at the Basic Education
High School Branch (Min
Lwin) in Ngaphe Township,
300 trees at the Taebokan re-
served forest in Salin Town-
ship, 600 trees at No. (2)
Basic Education High School
in Pakokku Township, Pa-
kokku District, 300 trees on
the road to Shwe Hintha Pa-
goda in Seikpyu Township,
600 trees at Thayet-Minhla
Milepost (44/3) in Minhla
Township, Thayet District,
900 trees at No.61 block in
Bokegyi floating forest area
in Aunglan Township, 600
trees at Taw Pone reserved
forest in Aunglan-Taungd-
wingyi Milepost (255/2) in-
Sinbaungwe' Township, 600
trees at Si Village at the Mile-
post (151/2 and 151/3) on
the Pathein-Monywa Road,
Kanma Township, Mag-
way Region, 1,200 trees at
Kyaukse Township Govern-
ment Technical High School,
Kyaukse District, 600 trees at
Singaing Township Techni-

cal, Vocational and Teacher-
sTraining College (Baelin),
600 trees at No.(3) Basic
Education High School in
Myingyan Township, My-
ingyan District, 3,000 trees
in NyaungU Township,
NyaungU District, 600 trees
at Milepost (4/0) of Kyauk-
padaung-NyaungU Road in
Kyaukpadaung Township,
Kyaukpadaung Township,
600 trees at Milepost (18/0)
of Meiktila-Taunggyi Road,
Thazi Township, Meiktila
District, 1,200 trees near
Milepost (314/0) of the old
Yangon-Mandalay Road in
Pyawbwe Township, Yame-
thin District, 500 trees near
Milepost (280/0) of the old
Yangon-Mandalay Road
in Yamethin Township, by
the relevant Region Chief
Ministers and departmental
officials jointly. Today, a total
of 34,950 trees were planted
collectively in the 2025 rainy
season community cam-
paign in 13 districts and 29
townships of the dry region,
including the tree planting
festival held at the Laintaw
reserved forest, which was
attended by the Chairman
of the State Administration
Council, the Prime Minister,
inMeiktila District.
Meiktila University of

Economics

After the tree planting
ceremony, the Chairman
of the State Administration
Council, the Prime Minister,
accompanied by members,
arrived at the Meiktila Uni-
versity of Economics. The
Rector of the University
explained the situation of
the collapse of the univer-
sity fence and walls and the
damage to the main lecture
hall and the university li-
brary during the Mandalay
earthquake.

Following the explana-
tions, the Chairman of the
State Administration Council
Prime Minister stated that
the government will allow
repairs to the damage caused
by the Mandalay earthquake.
The Prime Minister empha-
sized the need to ensure the
university entrance road
is fully restored and well-
maintained, with attention
to cleanliness, aesthetics,
and visual appeal and also
instructed the cleaning of
tree branches and encour-
aged the university to con-
tinue conducting research
beneficial to the region. The
Prime Minister also inspect-
ed the university and gave
additional instructions as
necessary. 100

Budalin Township grows over 6,000 acres

Budalin July 11

More than 6,000 acres
of pigeon peas have been
planted in this year rain
crops planting season in
Budalin Township, Mo-
nywa District, Sagaing Re-
gion, according to the sta-
tistics of the Department
of Agriculture for Budalin
Township.

In the 2025-2026 rain
crops planting season,
34,500 acres of pigeon peas
have been planted in Budalin

of rain-fed pigeon peas

Township, and planting has plant pigeon peas separately Department of Agriculture

begun since May this year, and also as an inter-crop,” for Budalin Township.
said U Phyo Wali, head of the

and 6,998 acres have been
planted to date.

“This year, Budalin
Township has planned to
plant more than 34,000 acres
of pigeon peas in this year
rain crops planting season.
More than 6,000 acres have
been planted to date. We are
working to ensure that the
target acres are met. We are
also working to improve the
yield of pigeon peas. We

206

Over 5,000 Afghan refugee families
return home in single day

Kabul July 11

More than 5,000 Afghan
refugee families, with the
vast majority of them from
Iran, returned to their home-
land Afghanistan in a single
day on Thursday, reported
the state-run Bakhtar news
agency on Friday.

A total of 4,852 fami-
lies returned from Iran, and

the remaining 153 others
returned from Pakistan, the
state-owned media outlet
added.

The massive scale return
of refugees continues amid
the Afghan interim govern-
ment's call on the host coun-
try, Iran, to exercise restraint
and slow down the refugees'
expulsion, as Tehran asked

the Afghan nationals living
in Iran illegally to leave the
country.

In a recent statement, the
Office of the Prime Minis-
ter of Afghanistan's interim
government, as reported by
Bakhtar News Agency, ex-
pressed gratitude to Iran for
hosting Afghan refugees over
the past four decades and

called for continued respect
for the rights of refugees.
More than half a mil-
lion Afghan refugees have
returned to their country, Af-
ghanistan, from Iran over the
past month, acting Deputy
Prime Minister for Admin-
istrative Affairs Mawlawi
Abdul Salam Hanafi told re-
porters on Thursday. Xinhua

EU chief survives
no-confidence vote as
transparency, leader-
ship concerns mount

Strasbourg July 11
European Commission

| President Ursula von der

Leyen survived a no-confi-
dence vote in the European
Parliament on Thursday,
amid accusations of a lack of
transparency in vaccine pro-
curement and other concerns

8 | over her leadership.

The roll-call vote, held
at noon in Strasbourg, ended
with 360 votes against the
motion, 175 in favor, and
18 abstentions, falling short
of the two-thirds majority
required for passage.

The no-confidence mo-
tion marked the first no-
confidence vote in the Euro-
pean Parliament since 2014
and brought to the forefront
growing criticism of von der
Leyen's leadership style.

Romanian lawmaker

Gheorghe Piperea initiated
the motion, accusing von
der Leyen of refusing to
disclose text messages ex-
changed with Pfizer CEO Al-
bert Bourla during negotia-
tions for COVID-19 vaccine
contracts in 2021, raising
concerns about transparency.

Piperea also accused the
European Commission of
inefficiencies and potential
misuse of funds, as well as
interference in elections in
member states such as Ro-
mania and Germany.

The motion garnered
some support, including
from Hungarian Prime Min-
ister Viktor Orban, who pub-
licly endorsed the motion on
Wednesday, tweeting "Time
to go" alongside a photo
of von der Leyen on social
media platform X. Xinhua
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- Wildfires 2025 review: ASEAN reduces
emissions, but haze persists
- Summer in Central Europe: Drought and
fire to be expectedby Christine Forset-
lund Solbakken
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