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Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing plants star-flower
sapling at 2" monsoon tree-planting ceremony for
2025 of Nay Pyi Taw, Union Territory

Nay Pyi Taw July 4

The second monsoon
tree-planting ceremony for
2025 of Nay Pyi Taw, Un-
ion Territory took place at
Yanaungmyin forest reserve
in Dekkhinathiri Township,
Nay Pyi Taw, Union Territory
this morning. Chairman of the
State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior Gener-
al Min Aung Hlaing took part
in the ceremony and planted a
star-flower sapling.

the Office of the Commander-
in-Chief, deputy ministers,
civil servants including of-
ficers from the ministries,
faculty members and students
of Naypyitaw State Academy,
Naypyitaw State Polytech-
nic University, Government
Technical Institute (Nay Pyi
Taw), Forestry and Environ-
mental Science University
and officials.

In his address, the Senior
General said the State is play-

Iaing|deliversga¥speechy

vation by arousing public
awareness of true value of
trees and forests. At this sec-
ond ceremony, 3000 seasonal
flowering trees of 18 different
species will be planted. At
the first ceremony 3000 trees
of 16 different kinds were
grown in Yanaungmyin forest
reserve on 15 June.
Everyone understands the
many benefits trees are pre-
senting to the world and man-

kind. Researchers say that a ‘

g reO ﬁﬂ? 2025¥0f]
" e pose a significant threat to

ing and conservation are one
of the investments that can
yield substantial benefits for
the country at present and the
future generations.

Although tree planting is
justasimple job, it can gener-
ate a large array of long-term

Also present at the cer-
emony together with the
Senior General were Vice
Chairman of State Adminis-
tration Council Deputy Prime
Minister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win, the SAC Secretary,
the SAC Joint Secretary, SAC
members, union level digni-
taries, union ministers, the
Nay Pyi Taw Council chair,
senior military officers from

ing a leading role in organ-
izing annual monsoon tree-
planting ceremonies in the
entire country with the aim of
ensuring a balanced climate,
improving the ecosystem
through environmental green-
ing activities, handing down a
vibrant and healthy environ-
ment for posterity, and organ-
izing everyone’s involvement
in tree planting and conser-

vibrant environment where
trees thrive can reduce stress
and improve mental health.
Parks, streets and rural and
urban areas dense with trees
are ideal places for taking a
walk or a rest or enjoying a
cool shade and additionally,
experiencing the tranquility

and beauties of nature can .

provide humanity with health
benefits. Hence, tree plant-

benefits. If a tree is planted,
it will provide shade, fruits,
fresh air and conserve water
and soil as long as it thrives
and grows. So, tree-planting
is a meritorious deed and
once it is done, the benefits
of the meritorious deed go
on for many years through-
out the future successive
generations.

The merits gained by
planting trees equal to that of
donating a public resthouse,
an outdoor passage, a pagoda,

| oramonastery. Besides, a tree

grower can enjoy health and
longevity.

Global population growth,
alongside forest depletion and
environmental degradation

the sustainability of vital
ecosystems. International
organizations, governments
and peoples in jointly imple-
menting various categories of
ecosystem conservation strat-
egies are now prioritizing the
work of designating conser-

vation areas such as forest re-
serves, protective forests, and
nature conservation areas.
The Mandalay, Magway,
and Sagaing regions—clas-
sified as Myanmar’s tropi-
cal zones—along with the
country's lower regions, play
a vital role in national agri-
cultural production. Although
these regions possess strong
foundations crucial to the
livelihoods of millions of
local residents, persistent
drought, extreme heat, and
limited water availability
hinder the growth of crops
and trees. It is widely recog-
nized that in 2024, Myanmar
experienced extreme heat,
largely attributed to the El

Nifio phenomenon intensified

by climate change.
Therefore, the govern-
ment is implementing initia-
tives aimed at restoring the
ecosystem of the tropical
regions, enhancing greenery,
and improving overall cli-
mate conditions. See Page 14
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State Administration Council Chairman Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects upgrading and
repair of damaged sections on Yazahtarni Road in
Nay Pyi Taw, aftected by Mandalay earthquake

Senlor General Mm Aung Hlamg 1nspects upgradmg and repalr of a damaged
sectlon on Yazahtarm Road . . o

Nay Pyi Taw July 4

Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, Chairman of
the State Administration
Council Prime Minister,
accompanied by Vice Chair-
man Vice-Senior General
Soe Win, Council Secretary
General Aung Lin Dway,
Joint Secretary General Ye
Win Oo, the Union Min-
ister for Construction, and
relevant officials, inspected
the ongoing upgrading and
repair work on damaged
sections of Yazahtarni Road
in Nay Pyi Taw, caused by
the Mandalay earthquake,
this morning. The repairs are

g

belng carried out using the

advanced Regulating Course
Mix Design technique.
During the inspection,
Major General Zaw Naing
0o, Director of the Mil-
itary Engineering Direc-
torate under the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief
(Army), along with respon-
sible officials, briefed the
Senior General on the repair
work being conducted on
the concrete road from the
Pan Khin Road traffic light
intersection to the Kumudra
Kyarban roundabout. They
explained the process of us-
ing machinery to lay asphalt

on the damaged sections.

In response to the brief-
ing, Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing emphasized
that the road repair work, uti-
lizing the Regulating Course
Mix Design technique,
should ensure long-term
durability and compliance
with specified standards.
He instructed that the road
leveling process be system-
atic, ensuring uniformity
and adequate compaction
by operating rollers at the
designated speed. He also
stressed the importance of
achieving a smooth road
surface, preventing water

accumulation, and ensuring
proper drainage, all in ac-
cordance with established
technical standards. Addi-
tionally, he directed that the
median and curved sections
of the traffic islands be lev-
eled properly, that the pav-
ing work be completed as
quickly as possible, and that
other necessary measures be
implemented systematically.

Following the briefing,
the Senior General and his
team inspected the ongoing
road repair work and pro-
vided further guidance on
necessary actions.

The section of Yazahtarni

Road from the Pan Khln
Road traffic light intersec-
tion to the Kumudra Kyarban
roundabout was severely
damaged due to the Manda-
lay earthquake. Shortly after
the earthquake, the Senior
General personally inspected
the affected areas. Following
discussions with engineers,
he directed that the road
repairs be carried out us-
ing the Regulating Course
Mix Design technique. To
implement this, the original
nylon asphalt mix design
was modified by reducing the
asphalt and cement content,
and a new design was tested.

Two sample molds were
prepared at the Ministry of
Construction’s Nylon As-
phalt Laboratory and tested
for stability and flow using
a Marshall Testing Machine,
successfully meeting the
required standards.

The ongoing repairs on
this road section are being
conducted using the Regu-
lating Course Mix Design
technique. Using this method
for paving a road section 2
inches thick, 12 feet wide,
and 5,280 feet (1 mile) long
would save 18.44 tons (368
bags) of cement and 6.15 tons
(33 barrels) of asphalt. 100

U.S. House passes Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill

New York July 4

The U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives passed President
Donald Trump's One Big
Beautiful Bill with a vote of
218 to 214 on Thursday.

The bill will be sent to
the president's desk for sign-
ing by the deadline of July
4, which was set by Trump.

Two Republican repre-
sentatives, Thomas Mas-

sie of Kentucky and Brian
Fitzpatrick of Pennsylvania,
voted against the bill.

The House passed an ear-
lier draft of the bill in May
and sent it to the Senate, but
the draft was broadly revised
there and narrowly passed
senators' vote with Vice
President JD Vance breaking
the tie on Tuesday.

The tax and spending

bill includes tax cuts and
funding boosts for military
expenditure and border se-
curity. What's contentious
is that the bill is forecast to
add 3.3 trillion U.S. dollars
to the national debt cur-
rently at a high level while
stripping millions of peo-
ple of Medicaid and food
stamps.

This is Trump's first ma-

jor legislative achievement
in his second term. Repub-
lican Congress members
were widely divided on
the bill, which passed the
Senate and House voting
only after the president and
his Capitol Hill allies pres-
sured those Republicans
with different ideas to stand
in line.

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”

, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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1. Due to their terrorist acts, the group has been declared a
terrorist group under the Counter-Terrorism Law. Accord-
ing to recent information emerging on social media, even
their leaders have not formally recognized them, and the
unlawfully formed CRPH and NUG, established for their
interests, attempted to conceal their electoral misconduct
and efforts to unlawfully seize State power, intending to
continue to grasp the authority of the State illegitimately.
As such, they shaped themselves as the elected govern-
ment. CRPH and NUG have propagated the narrative that
Tatmadaw, which assumed responsibility for all functions
of the State under the Constitution to hold a free and fair
election, was dragging democracy backwards. Whether
due to believing in the propaganda that was spread or based
on the assumption that their own beliefs and convictions
were correct, the armed groups, including PDFs, chose
the path of armed struggle.

2. The shared aspiration of the government, people,
Tatmadaw, ethnic armed organizations, and officially
established political parties is to build a Union based on
democracy and a federal system. Likewise, the stated goal
of the armed groups, including those operating under the
name of PDF, who have chosen the path of armed struggle
based on their beliefs and convictions, is also to establish
a Union founded on democracy and a federal system.

3. The State Administration Council has adopted the
Five-Point Roadmap and has been making considerable

Invitation Aimed at Serving the Union

progress in striving to hold a multiparty democratic gen-
eral election. The government, the Tatmadaw, and political
parties that share the same aspirations and intend to partici-
pate in the election pathway now number 54 parties. The
gateway to advancing toward a Union based on democracy
and a federal system is through a free and fair multiparty
democratic general election. In such circumstances, if the
path of armed struggle continues, it will not benefit the
State but will instead cause democracy to regress. The
goal of establishing a Union based on democracy and a
federal system does not need to be lost or derailed due
to the interference and disruption caused by the CRPH
and NUG’s propaganda. Instead, they must continue to
advance along the path aligned with their beliefs and
aspirations. Once the election is held and Hluttaws and
governments are formed, CRPH and NUG’s actions,
which are fearful of losing their standing as an elected
government, contradict their aspirations. Therefore, they
must change course and move forward on the correct path.
Because of the armed struggle, many young people have
lost their lives, causing a loss of human resources crucial
for building the envisioned Union.

4. Although efforts to resolve issues through armed
struggle have lasted for over 70 years, they have yielded
no results and have delayed the country’s development.
Learning from this lesson, armed groups, including those
operating under the name PDF, have to recognize that

because their regions lack stability and peace and because
their participation in armed struggle has caused harm and
suffering to the socioeconomic life of their family mem-
bers and communities. They have to fully cooperate and
participate in the election process, in doing so — along
with reconsidering their approach of harming loss to the
socioeconomic life and supporting comprehensive devel-
opment in areas such as education and healthcare under
peaceful and stable conditions — will enable them to reach
their desired goals.
5. They have to negotiate with the Hluttaw and the gov-
ernment that will emerge from the upcoming multiparty
democratic general election to build a Union based on
democracy and a federal system, as well as to amend the
Constitution to align with a democratic and federal Union.
6. Therefore, if the armed groups, including those operat-
ing under the name PDF, aspire to see the emergence of
a Union based on democracy and a federal system, and
if they choose to legally establish themselves within the
framework of the law and cooperate hand in hand with the
government and the Tatmadaw to serve the interests of the
State and the regions, the government and the Tatmadaw
will welcome and accept this. Those who have such inten-
tions are invited to contact and coordinate with the nearest
military camps and regional authorities.
Information Team
State Administration Council
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From Page 12

To accelerate greening
efforts across 13 districts, the
government is implementing
arange of strategies, including
expanding forest coverage,
planting trees along roadsides
to support soil and water con-
servation, and establishing
village-level tree plantations,
with each village allocating
two acres for this purpose.

To mitigate natural disas-
ters such as floods, landslides,
soil erosion, and strong winds,
conservation efforts are also
being carried out in critical
areas, including hills, moun-
tain peaks, riverbanks, dam
watersheds, coastal mangrove
forests, and surrounding eco-
systems. Tree planting and
conservation activities serve
as key drivers in preserving
ecosystems and promoting
tropical greening, offering
effective nature-based solu-
tions to environmental chal-

lenges. Therefore, the public
is strongly urged to recognize
the importance of these efforts
and actively participate in
them as a national responsi-
bility.

On this occasion, he stated
that he would like to speak
about the country’s efforts to
ensure the long-term sustain-
ability of its forest resources.
He stated that the country is
the second largest in South-
east Asia after Indonesia and
is endowed with abundant
natural resources owing to
its geopolitical significance,
distinctive geophysical
characteristics, and unique
geographical location. The
country also encompasses a
diverse range of ecosystems
across its regions, extending
from the glaciers in the north
to the coastal and marine
archipelago ecosystems in
the south.

Measures are being taken

to increase the forest coverage
of the country and to protect
prominent geophysical dis-
tinctive sites by designating
30 percent of the area of the
country as forest reserves,
protected areas and 10 percent
of the area of the country as
nature reserves. During the
term of the State Administra-
tion Council, it has formed 61
forest reserves/protected areas
covering 6.6 lakh of acres and
16 nature reserves covering
6.1 lakh of acres. So far, 1,324
forest reserves/protected areas
covering 25.94 percent of
the area of the country and
62 nature reserves covering
6.43 percent of the area of the
country have been established
and continued efforts are
called for to meet the targets.

To leave lush green envi-
ronmental legacy to citizens
and new generations, relevant
ministries and departments,
Nay Pyi Taw and regional and

state governments and all the
people are solemnly urged
to make concerted efforts to
expand the forest coverage of
the country to 50 percent of the
area of the country.

As the abundance in forest
resources and socioeconomic
development are directly re-
lated, ecological services will
be better as long as forest
coverage expands. Moreover,
production of forest products
such as timber, bamboo and
rattan will increase, contribut-
ing to the sustainable develop-
ment of the country.

That is why the govern-
ment has adopted a policy to
plant trees and has been imple-
menting it with all seriousness.
All citizens are urged to protect
existing trees and forests, to
plant shady trees, windbreaks,
seasonal flowering plants in
their compounds, villages,
wards, townships and on both
sides of roads and to cultivate

them so that every tree is
growing well.

The role of trees and for-
ests is important in sustainable
development of the country,
food security, healthy and
happy lives of the people and
prevention of some natural
disasters. Trees and forests
are very important parts in
establishing green cities, clean
cities, smart cities and green
villages. As trees and flower-
ing plants not only contrib-
ute to a green and pleasant
environment but also create
an environment of peace of
mind, freedom, happiness and
freshness of the people, efforts
to create such an environment
will be seeds of pride, happi-
ness and patriotism. It is neces-
sary to take measures for con-
servation of trees and forests
by systematically considering
them from all points of view
as a national task. Everyone
is urged to make concerted

efforts for the greening and
pleasantness of all rural and
urban areas across the country
and peace and pleasantness
of the environment and world
from the current tree-planting
ceremony.

Then, the Senior General
inaugurated the ceremony by
planting a star flower tree at
the designated place.

Afterward, the Vice Senior
General, the SAC secretary,
the SAC joint secretary, SAC
members, union level officials,
union ministers, guests, stu-
dents, staff and officials from
ministries and departments
planted trees.

The Senior General in-
spected the tree planting ac-
tivities of the monsoon tree
planting ceremony 2025.

A total of 3,000 trees from
18 kinds of trees were plant-
ed at the second monsoon
tree planting ceremony 2025
today. 100
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- China’s Growing Nuclear Buildup
and the Global Nuclear Outlook

by the Diplomat.
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