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President of the Republic of Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing plants a mahogany sapling at the first

national level rainy-season tree-growing ceremony for 2026

—__F r £ 3

for 2026.

Nay Pyi Taw June 13

The first national level
rainy-season tree-growing
ceremony for 2026 took place
at Plot No 1, Palway reserve
forest, Dekkinathiri Town-
ship, Nay Pyi Taw, Union Ter-
ritory, this morning, attended
by President of the Republic
of Union of Myanmar U Min
Aung Hlaing, who planted
a mahogany sapling.

President U Min Aung Hlaing observes tree planting activities.

Also present together
with the President were Vice
Presidents U Nyo Saw and
Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye, Pyithu
Hluttaw Speaker U Khin Yi,
Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker
U Aung Lin Dway, Com-

mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services General Ye Win
0o, Deputy Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices Commander-in-Chief
(Army) General Kyaw Swa
Lin, union level dignitaries,
union ministers, the Nay Pyi
Taw Council chair, senior
military officers from Office
of Commander-in-Chief, the
Nay Pyi Taw Command com-

mander, deputy ministers,
personnel of the ministries,
employees, rectors, pro rec-
tors, lecturers, teachers, and
students of institutions of
higher learning and basic
education schools in Nay Pyi

President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers a speech at the first national level rainy-season tree-growing ceremony

Taw and officials.

In his address, the Presi-
dent said that with public
involvement, the government
is sponsoring tree-planting
ceremonies to green and
beautify the environment,
maintain ecosystem balance,
prevent natural disasters, and
improve the climate. At this
ceremony, over 3,000 sap-
lings of 16 different species

will be planted. Simultane-
ously, townships, districts,
regions, and states will plant
54,810 saplings of various
species.

Myanmar is rich in for-
ests, wonderful landscapes,

e

natural watercourses, lakes,
biodiversity, and natural re-
sources. The country’s di-
verse ecosystems, trees, for-
ests, biodiversity, and natural
resources serve as the foun-
dation for food production,
green economic activities,
environmental conservation,
and a balanced climate.
Trees and forests are es-
sential for all life on Earth.
They generate continuous
ecosystem services to main-
tain a balanced climate, food
sufficiency, disaster preven-
tion, and soil and water con-
servation. In addition, they
provide forest products—
such as wood, fuelwood,
bamboo, rattan, food, and
medicines—and environ-
mental services. As trees are
the core of the ecosystem,
they must be properly cared
for, regenerated, and man-

. aged.

Myanmar has the second-
largest forest cover among
ASEAN countries. Accord-

& ing to FAO reports, the coun-

try’s total forest area in 2025
was 42.15 percent, down 0.04
percent from 42.19 percent
in 2020. Hence, the country
requires continuous efforts
to completely halt forest de-
pletion. It must set its forest
cover target at 50 percent of
its land area to leave behind

w o ; .
- B et A -

sapling.

abalanced and stable ecosys-
tem for posterity.

Increased combustion
of fossil fuels, development
in the energy and industrial
sectors, transportation expan-
sion, forest depletion, and
population growth—along-
side transitions in wood use
patterns—are identified as
the root causes of climate
change that countries world-
wide, including Myanmar,
face today. These causes
intensify the release of green-
house gases into the atmos-
phere, worsening climate
change and triggering various
natural disasters.

The 2026 climate hazard
index from certain inter-
national weather monitor-
ing teams placed Myanmar
among the ten countries most
affected by climate change,
which will intensify multiple
types of natural disasters. The
central dry zone of Myanmar
consistently ranks among the
hottest regions globally. Tem-
peratures in Chauk reached
48.2 degrees Celsius in 2024,
45.3 degrees Celsius in 2025,
and 44.9 degrees Celsius this
year. Moreover, temperatures
in 12 major towns across the

President U Min Aung Hlaing waters a mahogany

area exceeded 41 degrees
Celsius.

In particular, forecasts
indicate that a very strong
Super El Nifio could develop
by the end of this year, while
2026 and 2027 are expect-
ed to be among the hottest
years on record globally. The
combined effects of climate
change and El Nifio may
lead to severe droughts, ex-
treme heatwaves, and forest
fires, potentially affecting key
sectors such as agriculture,
livestock, public health, and
the economy. Therefore, it
is essential to make advance
preparations and implement
appropriate mitigation meas-
ures.

Among the many ap-
proaches to addressing cli-
mate change and environ-
mental challenges facing the
world today, tree planting
and forest conservation are
among the simplest, most
practical, and most cost-
effective solutions. These
efforts are accessible to eve-
ryone, environmentally sus-
tainable, and provide signifi-
cant benefits for both people
and nature.

See Page 13
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The first national level rainy-season tree-growing ceremony for 2026 in progress.

From Page 12

It can be observed that the
13 districts within the Dry
Zone, as well as major towns
in the central region that ex-
perience high temperatures,
have sparse and dry forest
cover, with relatively low
percentages of forested land.
According to studies, more
than 60 million trees were
planted in the 13 Dry Zone
districts between 2016 and
2025, which is estimated to
be equivalent to over 200,000
acres of forest cover. Dur-
ing the same period, more
than 269.8 million trees of
various species were planted
across Myanmar, equiva-
lent to approximately one
million acres in total. Al-
though timber is utilized for
various purposes as needed,
the loss of forests can be
fully prevented if every tree
planted is properly nurtured
and survives. Furthermore,
through systematic forest
management, protection, and

conservation measures to
prevent the degradation and
destruction of natural forests,
forest cover can be expanded,
thereby helping to mitigate
and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

Therefore, when plant-
ing trees, it is extremely
important to ensure that every
tree planted survives. It was
further emphasized that only
healthy and vigorous seed-
lings that are at least two
years old and more than two
feet in height should be used
for planting. In line with the
saying, “Plant trees when
the soil is moist,” the cur-
rent monsoon season is the
most suitable time for tree
planting, as rainfall softens
and moistens the soil while
providing sufficient water
for young trees to establish
roots and grow successfully.
Iftrees are planted in a timely
manner during the monsoon
season, they will receive
adequate moisture, resulting

in better growth and sur-
vival rates, and will be able
to withstand and survive the
hot and dry summer months
more effectively.

As tree planting and forest
conservation are long-term
endeavors, it is essential to
carry out these activities con-
tinuously on an annual basis.
The success of tree-planting
and forest-conservation ef-
forts depends on the collective
participation and cooperation
of the responsible ministry,
relevant government agen-
cies, regional and state gov-
ernments, and the public.
Therefore, all stakeholders
must work together in an or-
ganized manner and actively
contribute to these initiatives.

Forests are a vital founda-
tion for economic develop-
ment, playing a crucial role
in regulating the climate and
preserving valuable natural
resources. Therefore, for-
est conservation should be
regarded as an important

investment in the future, and
efforts to protect and expand
forest resources must be
further strengthened to sup-
port stable, sustainable, and
long-term economic growth.

We must advance envi-
ronmental conservation and
promote nature-based eco-
nomic development models,
including the bioeconomy,
green economy, and circu-
lar economy. This includes
encouraging the growth of
forest-based industries such
as wood products, furniture
manufacturing, plywood,
particleboard, sawn timber
processing, bamboo pulp and
paper production, advanced
cotton and bamboo fiber in-
dustries, and bamboo-based
furniture and consumer prod-
ucts. To support these objec-
tives, the development and
expansion of small, medium,
and large-scale enterprises
must be accelerated.

The abundance of forest
resources is closely linked to

the country's socio-economic
development, and increasing
forest cover contributes sig-
nificantly to the enhancement
of ecosystem services. To
promote sustainable devel-
opment and environmental
conservation, the government
has set targets of designating
30 percent of the country's
total land area as reserved
and protected forests and 10
percent as protected natural
areas. To date, 1,337 reserved
and protected forests have
been established, covering
26.11 percent of the country's
land area, while 62 protected
natural areas have been des-
ignated, covering 6.59 per-
cent. Continued collective
efforts are needed to achieve
these national conservation
goals.

Forest plantations are
being established every year
while plans are underway
to plant 30,000 acres of for-
est trees or 21.36 million
of trees across the country
during this rainy season. As
special greening tasks, trees
are being planted by relevant
departments in cooperation
with local people in 13 dis-
tricts in the dry zone, along
railroads, on both sides of the
ASEAN highway and roads,
in Bagan ancient cultural
zone, in areas around the In-
lay lake and coastal regions.

In accordance with the
motto “Let us protect our en-
vironment for the prosperity
ofthe Nation,” it is necessary
to speed up tree-planting and
forest conservation to stabi-
lize and improve ecosystems,
to make the entire country
green and pleasant and to
reduce the impacts of climate
change. Therefore, from indi-
vidual people to regional and
departmental organizations

are urged to cooperate for for-
est conservation as a national
responsibility to accelerate
tree-planting, to carry out
conservation tasks to ensure
that every tree planted thrives
and to expand forest coverage
across the country.

Then, the President led
the campaign by planting a
mahogany tree at a desig-
nated place.

Afterward, Vice Presi-
dents U Nyo Saw and Daw
Nan Ni Ni Aye, Speakers
of the Hluttaws, the Com-
mander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services, the Deputy
Commander-in-Chief Com-
manded-in-Chief (Army),
union-level officials and un-
ion ministers, deputy min-
isters, departmental staff
from ministries and rectors,
pro-rectors, senior lecturers
and basic education prin-
cipals and students from
universities, colleges and
basic education schools in
Nay Pyi Taw and officials
simultaneously planted trees
cheerfully.

Then, the President and
party observed the cheerful
tree-planting activities of
attendees to the first rainy
season national level tree-
planting ceremony-2026.

At the rainy season na-
tional level tree-planting
ceremony today, a total of
3,000 trees from 16 plant
varieties including flowering
plants like Mesua ferrea, star
flower tree, Cassia siamea,
gold mohur, Queen crepe
myrtle, treasure woods like
teak, Xylia dolabriformis,
padauk, rosewood and ma-
hogany and evergreen trees
like Chukrassia tabularis, oil
Eugenia, Mary, Cajeput tree,
Gmelina arborea and Cedrela

febrifuga. MNA

U.S. appeals court rejects last-minute
bid to delay removing Trump's name
from Kennedy Center

Washington June 13

A U.S. federal appeals
court on Friday denied the
Justice Department's last-
minute request for a tempo-
rary pause of a court order di-
recting that President Donald
Trump's name be removed
from the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing
Arts.

Earlier in the day, the
Trump administration and the

Board of Trustees of the Ken-
nedy Center each appealed a
federal district judge's ruling
ordering the removal. Under
the order, Trump's name must
be removed from the building
by Friday midnight.

By Friday afternoon, con-
struction crews had cordoned
off the section of the Ken-
nedy Center bearing Trump's
name and begun erecting
scaffolding for its removal.

Patrick Nour, a performer
at the Kennedy Center, told
Xinhua in front of the scaf-
folding on Friday evening
that he is happy to see that "it
isn't being disgraced."

"It's a memorial. It isn't
a place where you could just
put your name on. It's dedi-
cated to somebody who did
something, not someone who
is doing something," he said.

Xinhua

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia welcome
final stage of U.S.-Iran talks

Islamabad June 13

Pakistani Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Mohammad Ishaq Dar
and Saudi Foreign Minister
Prince Faisal bin Farhan
bin Abdullah Al Saud wel-
comed the final stage of
the U.S.-Iran negotiations,
with the electronic signing
ceremony of a deal sched-
uled for Sunday, Pakistan's
foreign ministry said on
Saturday.

During a telephone con-

versation, the two minis-
ters discussed the ongoing
negotiations between the
United States and Iran,
voicing hope that the pro-
cess would lead to lasting
peace and stability in the
region, the ministry said in
a statement.

According to the state-
ment, the Saudi foreign
minister appreciated Paki-
stan's consistent and sus-
tained efforts in support
of mediation and dialogue

throughout the negotiation
process.

The two sides also dis-
cussed preparations for the
forthcoming Regional Four
Foreign Ministers meeting,
which is scheduled to take
place in Egypt later this
month.

Pakistan has been ac-
tively supporting diplomatic
efforts aimed at promoting
dialogue and reducing ten-
sions in the region.

Xinhua
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Third convoy of vehicles carrying relief supplies and
construction materials arrives in Myitkyina for
rehabilitation efforts along Mandalay-MyitKkyina route,

Vehicles carrying goods depart from Mandalay.

Nay Pyi Taw June 13

The State Government
has been providing guidance
on ongoing efforts to ensure
national stability and peace,
and to steadily improve
the socio-economic living
conditions of the people in
regions across the country.
In response, the Tatmadaw
has been effectively imple-
menting these directives,
working to bring about re-
gional stability and peace,
improve transportation con-
nectivity, and drive develop-
ment in each region one after
another.

In its efforts to estab-
lish regional stability and
promote development, the
Tatmadaw first ensures se-
curity and stability in an
area before providing neces-
sary support. This support
includes transporting con-
struction materials, school
textbooks and stationery
to enhance the education
sector, and medicines and
medical supplies for health-
care services—delivered
using military vehicle con-
voys. Additionally, military

aircraft are used to reach
remote and hard-to-access

locals welc

areas in certain regions and #e

states.
While carrying out

these tasks, the Tatmadaw §

is working together with

local residents on counter- |

terrorism operations in ar-
eas temporarily controlled
by violent insurgents. One
significant achievement was
the complete seizure and
reopening of the Mandalay-
Myitkyina communication
route—an essential link for
the development of northern
Myanmar, passing through
Madaya, Thabeikkyin,
Tagaung, Htigyaing, Katha,
Indaw, Mawlu, Nansiaung,
Mohnyin, Mogaung, and
Myitkyina—on May 6. To
facilitate rehabilitation ef-
forts in towns and villages
along this route, the Tatmad-
aw transported personnel
and reconstruction materials
from Mandalay to Myitkyina
in a first convoy on May
12. A second convoy, car-
rying essential food items,
consumer goods, construc-
tion materials, medicines,

ome with joy

N

ot [ BN e

Vehicles carrying goods arrive in Myitkyina where
the locals are seen enthusiastically welcoming them.

medical supplies, school
textbooks, fuel, and fire
trucks, was sent on May 31.
These efforts were previ-
ously covered by Myawaddy
TV news, and the visible
joy of the public—so much
so that it brought happiness
to viewers watching from
afar—was widely shared.
Today, following gov-
ernment guidance and under
the Tatmadaw's coordina-
tion, a third convoy arrived
in Myitkyina. These vehicles
carry essential food supplies,
consumer goods, construc-
tion materials, medicines

and medical supplies, school
textbooks, and fuel. Their
purpose is to help restore
government administrative
mechanisms in towns and
villages along the route,
support local ethnic resi-
dents as they resettle in
their communities, ensure
students receive textbooks
and stationery, meet health-
care needs, and address other
requirements. The convoy
departed from Mandalay on
June 11 and reached Myit-
kyina this afternoon. Upon
arrival, officials from the
Northern Command, depart-

Vehicles carrying goods arrive in Myitkyina where
the locals are seen enthusiastically welcoming them.

mental staff, and local resi-
dents welcomed the vehicles
with traditional drums and
gongs, Aungthabye flowers,
and floral bouquets, express-
ing their heartfelt gratitude
and joy.

Subsequently, the school
textbooks from the convoy
were handed over to the
District Education Office,
basic food items were taken
to the State Indoor Sports
Stadium, and fertilizers were
delivered to the Agriculture
and Animal Husbandry In-
stitute. Northern Command
Commander Major General

Aung Zaw Htwe, along with
responsible officials, visited
and oversaw these distri-
butions, coordinating as
needed. These supplies will
support the socio-economic
well-being of local resi-
dents and departmental staff,
healthcare services, and the
education of young students.
Local ethnic people have ex-
pressed their heartfelt thanks
and joy. The Tatmadaw will
continue working hand in
hand with departmental of-
ficials and local residents to
vigorously pursue regional

development. 100

Authorities earmark cultivation of more than
3,000 acres of maize and sweet corns

Mingin June 13

Local authorities in Min-
gin Township of Sagaing
Region decided to grow more
than 3,000 acres of maize and
sweet corns in the township
this monsoon, according to
the township Agriculture De-
partment.

During the 2026-2027

monsoon cropping season,
Mingin Township plans to
cultivate a total of 3,164 acres
of maize, comprising 619
acres of maize and 2,545 acres
of sweet corn, according to
reports. Planting will be car-
ried out from June through
December this year.

“This coming monsoon

cropping season, Mingin
Township has targeted the
cultivation of more than 3,000
acres of seed maize and sweet
corn. Efforts will be made to
ensure the targeted acreage
is fully achieved. To ensure
successful corn production,
awareness activities and edu-
cational support on the pre-

vention of pest and disease in-
festations will also be carried
out,” said U Shan Oak Kein,
head of the Mingin Township
Agriculture Department.
This year, the Township
Agriculture Department will
provide training courses and
conduct field demonstrations
for seed maize and sweet corn

growers in Mingin Township.
Farmers will also receive
agricultural education on
preventive measures against
fall armyworm infestations,
integrated crop protection
systems, and the use of neem-
based pesticides as well as
ginger- and chili-based pest
control solutions.

In Mingin Township,
maize cultivation yields more
than 50 baskets per acre, with
cultivation costs of around
K500,000 per acre. Sweet
corn cultivation produces
about 15,000 ears per acre,
while cultivation costs exceed
K500,000 per acre.

206
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94 suspects involved in online scams and gambling activities
arrested with operation materials in Muse, Shan State (North)

to enable online scammers Wifi devices and two CPUs. established procedures.
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Arrest of 17 Chinese men, 34 Myanmar men, and 37 Myanmar women involved
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in online fraud and gambling operations, along with business equipment, in Kaung-
hmulwe Ward, Muse Town.

Nay Pyi Taw June 13

The Government is giv-
ing priority, as a national
responsibility, to combatting
online scams and online
gambling activities that pose
a serious threat worldwide
by harming people’s social

73 LS

N Q

lives and undermining the
public interest. It is working
effectively to completely
eliminate their re-establish-
ment by coordinating not
only with domestic forces
but also with the govern-
ments of neighbouring coun-

Aview of the house and workplace where online fraud
and gambling operations were conducted in Kaung-

hmuton Ward, Muse Town.

tries, conducting joint efforts
to track down and suppress
them.

Combined security forc-
es carry out security meas-
ures in the region and expose
and inspect the online scams
and gambling activities not

-l " A

e, »
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Arrest of 5 Chinese men and 1 Chinese woman in-

and gamblers in relevant
areas. At about 2.15 pm
today, these forces arrested
17 Chinese men, 34 My-
anmar men and 37 women,
totalling 88 who committed
online scams and gambling
at a house in Kaunghmulwe
Ward of Muse, Shan State
(North), along with 180 as-
sorted mobile phones, 44 all
in one computers, two small

| power stations, one Crown
. car and one Alphard car.

The combined security
forces continued searching
and inspection in the region.
At about 2.30 pm, they ar-
rested five Chinese men and

one woman, totalling six &

who offended online scams
and gambling activities from
another house in Kaunghmu-

Those who have been
arrested for engaging in
online scams and gambling
activities will be subjected
to necessary investigations,
and upon completion, they
will be dealt with strictly
in accordance with existing
laws. The seized equipment
and materials used in the
activities will be handled

further in accordance with

S SRR

| ot
i
E i

It is reported that the
State is actively continu-
ing its efforts to eradicate
online fraud and gambling
offences and to prevent their
establishment in Myanmar,
by cooperating with neigh-
bouring countries, regional
countries, and internation-
al organizations in ongo-
ing anti-online fraud and
gambling operations. 100
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Arrest of 17 Chinese men, 34 Myanmar men, and 37

ton ward, together with 103 Myanmar women involved in online fraud and gam-
assorted mobile phones, two bling operations, along with business equipment, in
Kaunghmulwe Ward, Muse Town.

All in One computers, four

d

volved in online fraud and gambling operations, along
with business equipment, in Kaunghmuton Ward,

Muse Town.

Arrest of 5 Chinese men and 1 Chinese woman

involved in online fraud and gambling operations in
Kaunghmuton Ward, Muse Town.

Pwintbyu Township plans to grow more than 6,000 acres

Pwintbyu June 13

According to the town-
ship Agriculture Depart-
ment, local authorities ear-
marked cultivation of 6,611
acres of pigeon pea in Pwin-
tbyu Township of Magway
Region in coming monsoon.

In Pwintbyu Township,
a total of 6,611 acres of
pigeon pea are targeted

for cultivation during this
year’s monsoon cropping
season, with planting sched-
uled to take place from
June through September
this year, according to
reports.

“This year’s monsoon
cropping season, Pwin-
tbyu Township has set a
target of cultivating 6,611

acres of pigeon pea. Ef-
forts will be made to en-
sure the targeted acreage
is fully achieved. To ob-
tain good yield and quality
in pigeon pea cultivation,
the necessary agricultural
techniques and support
will be provided. Pigeon
pea is cultivated both as a
standalone crop and also in-

of pigeon pea this year

tercropped with crops such
as groundnut and sesame
to generate double-crop
income,” said Daw Moe
Moe Wai, head of the Pwin-
tbyu Township Agriculture
Department.

In Pwintbyu Township,
the Agriculture Department
will carry out field-based
farmer education activities

for pigeon pea growers
this year, including the se-
lection and cultivation of
quality pure seeds, correct
cultivation methods, pest
prevention measures, and
practices to achieve better
yields.

Daw Moe Moe Wai also
continued to say that if pi-
geon pea can be cultivated

with good yield and quality,
it will not only ensure local
consumption sufficiency but
also allow surplus produc-
tion to be exported abroad,
thereby increasing farmers’
income. Therefore, efforts
should be made to expand
pigeon pea cultivation more
widely across regions.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)

lives and property of the general public.

members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers, and

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.
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