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ment Day 2026?
- When and why is World Environment

Day celebrated?
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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing during his official visit to India,
answers questions of the Doordarshan
(DD India News) at a news interview

President U Min Aung Hlaing during his
official visit to India, answered the questions
of the Doordarshan (DDIndia News) at a news
interview.

The full text of the interview is as follows:

Q: Mr. President, you chose India as your
first foreign destination. India and Myanmar
are the countries having social and cultural in-
terconnections. Your Excellency, how will you
define the relations between the two countries?

A: The program of my visit is to attend the
International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) Sum-
mit, to be sponsored by India. Unfortunately,
the summit was postponed due to the outbreak
of Ebola virus in Africa. In connection with this
meeting, it has also been a long time since |
last visited India, which was in 2019. Through
bilateral negotiations, both sides arranged
an official visit for me to attend the meeting
in India. The meeting was postponed, but I
came to India as this official visit program
remained unchanged. India is a country that
has a long history of friendship and relations
with Myanmar.

The bilateral relations are through many
channels including people-to-people relations
and government-to-government relations. My
first visit to India was in 2010, followed by a
number of visits to the country. As I assumed
that the visit to India would be worthwhile, I
made this trip a reality.

Q: Your Excellency, you have visited the
holy Maha Bodhi Temple in Bodh Gaya. Previ-
ously, you have mentioned about the many P2P
relations. So, do you assume Bodh Gaya as the
core of P2P relations and interconnections?

A: Of course, I assume. Buddhism spread
to Myanmar from India. Bodh Gaya is the
place where Buddha attained enlightenment.
As a large majority of the people in Myanmar
are Buddhist, they deeply revere Buddhism.
Every Myanmar venerates Buddhism, and
they also solemnly regard Bodh Gaya as a
sacrosanct place. I have been to the holy site
four times. Every time I visited India, I made
the Bodh Gaya pilgrimage trip a reality. As the
holy place was on my way to India from Nay
Pyi Taw, I made an arrangement to visit Bodh
Gaya on 30 May. What is more astonishing was
that the 30th May was the fullmoon day of the
month of Nayon in the Myanmar Calander. It
was an incredibly unique fullmoon day, and we
all believed that we achieved special merits.
So, when it comes to Buddhism, Bodh Gaya
is a vitally important place for the bilateral
relations between the two countries.

Q: Mr. President, please elaborate on your
meeting with Prime Minister Modi. Can you
describe the main objectives of the discus-
sions?

A: We discussed a wide range of issues
at the meeting. The promotion of economic
cooperation and trade between the two coun-
tries was included in the objectives of my visit.
We discussed the said topics. Additionally, we
identified the possible areas where India could

President U
India News) during a news interview.

invest in Myanmar and the areas that were suit-
able for Myanmar to learn the developments of
India. A broad array of other sectors including
education, health, and defence fields, and is-
sues on maritime security, border areas, and
agricultural business. We were able to cover
multiple sectors during the talks that would
yield successful results.

Q: Mr. President, you have just described
the discussions on the establishment of eco-
nomic cooperation between the two countries.
Currently, the annual volume of trade between
India and Myanmar is just around USD 2
billion, while India is included in the largest
trading partners of Myanmar. So, what were
the principal topics of the economic forum
Your Excellency had held with India busi-
nesspersons.

A: Yes, India is one of the largest trading
partners of Myanmar, with its bilateral trade
with us exceeding USD 2 billion. The volume
of Myanmar’s exports to India is larger than
the amount of goods imported to Myanmar
from India. I explained about our plans for the
goods we buy from India. For example, matters
relating to extension of Indian exports includ-
ing iron and steel, medicines, textiles. I told
the Indian entrepreneurs that we would buy
those goods more. I also invited them to invest
in the production industry of Myanmar and
distribute their goods in our neighbour such as
Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam, in addition to
the Myanmar market. They can have access to
other markets, apart from Myanmar. Myanmar
has a population of around 50 million, and if
that of the neighbours is added, the figure will
reach near 200 million. So, they can have a
market of nearly 200 million consumers. I
encouraged them to distribute their goods in
the said market. Many of them were interested
in my suggestions.

The main aim was trade promotion. You
said that the trade volume was about 2 billion.
We set the target of the bilateral trade volume
at USD 3 billion, and that is the first phase. In
the near future, we will set the target of the
second phase at USD 5 billion. And from there,

Min Aung Hlaing answering the questions of the Doordarshan (DD

we will gradually increase the trade volume.
Myanmar has many items to export to India.
Normally, Myanmar can extend its exports
in beans, forest products, minerals, agricul-
tural and livestock products, including rubber.
There are ways for the Indian entrepreneurs to
get involved in the long staple cotton sector.
There are areas of bilateral cooperation, and
their main attraction is mutual interest. Trade
depends on benefits. Yesterday, I told them to
concentrate more on increasing the trade vol-
ume rather than raising the profits and to sell in
high volume with low profit margin. Myanmar
will also try to raise the sales and reduce the
profit margin, and India should follow suit. Of
course, every merchant calculates the profit.
But they should take only a reasonable level of
profit. The main goal here is to raise the trade
value and it is my chosen method.

Q: India is a country that follows the “Act
East” policy and a “Neighbourhood First”
policy in its foreign relations. A clear example
of'this is that when a severe earthquake struck
Myanmar in 2025, India was the first country
to provide assistance. This demonstrates its
commitment. In addition, India has been
providing necessary support to help improve
Myanmar’s defence capabilities as well. So,
based on these points, we would like to know
how Mr President views India as a develop-
ment partner for Myanmar.

A: In terms of development, there are
many sectors. In addition to what I mentioned
earlier, there are also areas such as education
and health. Then there is the cultural sector as
well—for example, the preservation of ancient
heritage sites. In industry as well, if we want
long-term development, we need significant
industrial growth. There is also the IT sector.
India is one of the leading countries in IT.
Therefore, if we cooperate with India in IT,
there will be many opportunities for us. In My-
anmar, we are also implementing an [ T-related
city development project called Yadanarpon
Cyber City in Upper Myanmar. It is located
in PyinOoLwin, which was formerly called
Maymyo. During the colonial period, it was

well known as a resort town. We are now rede-
veloping itas an IT city. If Indian I'T companies
and professionals come and operate there, there
will be many opportunities. The scope is quite
broad—it is a large-scale undertaking. India is
also a country with extensive experience in this
field. Therefore, if we work together, I believe
India can provide substantial support to us.
Q: Mr President, at present India has been
implementing the India-Myanmar-Thailand
Trilateral Highway project in Myanmar for
many years. In relation to this matter, we
would like to know how you view this pro-
ject. In addition, we would also like to hear

¥ your perspective on regional connectivity and

areas related to cross-border interaction and
communication.

A: This India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilater-
al Highway project, which connects Myanmar,
Thailand, and India, is over 800 miles long.
The Thailand-Myanmar sections are already
largely open and operational, with traffic
already moving along them. The Indian side,
however, is the most important part. In India,
the connection from the Northeast region link-
ing Tamu and Moreh is a key gateway route.
This corridor is particularly important for In-
dia, first for enabling Indian products to enter
Myanmar through border trade, and second for
allowing Indian citizens to travel and engage
with Myanmar via the border crossing. These
two aspects are the main priorities. However,
due to the security situation, there have been
some difficulties in certain areas, and the
project has been temporarily stalled. We are
now working to improve the security situation.

Following the developments in Myanmar
in 2021, instability emerged in those areas. At
present, Tatmadaw is working to stabilize those
regions. Very soon, we are also making efforts
to reopen the key route connecting Kalay and
Tamu, which is an important border-adjacent
city. Once that is completed and the border
gate is reopened, it will become possible
to travel from central Myanmar through to
Thailand. Overall, restoring normal condi-
tions in the Myanmar-India border areas is
the most important priority. We are giving this
top priority. I would also like to emphasize
that this is a project we regard with very high
importance.

Q: Next, we will ask questions regarding
issues of concern to both our countries. India
and Myanmar are neighbouring countries
sharing a border of about 1,600 kilometres.
However, along the border, armed insurgent
groups and illegal drug trafficking activi-
ties are undermining stability and peace in
the border areas. We would like to know
how these issues can be better controlled.
We would also like to hear the President’s
views on Myanmar’s position that it will
not allow its territory to be used by any indi-
vidual or group carrying out hostile activities
against India.

See Page 13
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Vice President U Nyo Saw attends opening ceremony of 29
St. Petersburg International Economic Forum — SPIEF 2026

Vice President U Nyo Saw holds discussions with Russian officials.

Nay Pyi Taw June 4

The opening ceremony
of the 29" St. Petersburg In-
ternational Economic Forum
— SPIEF 2026 was held at
EXPOFORUM Convention
and Exhibition Centre in St.
Petersburg this evening lo-
cal time and Vice President
U Nyo Saw attended the
ceremony and took part in
discussions.

Also present at the cere-
mony were the deputy prime
minister of the Russian Fed-

eration, the deputy prime
minister of Vietnam Socialist
Republic, the vice chairman
of Kyrgyz Republic gov-
ernment, union ministers,
senior officials and delega-
tion members from more
than 130 countries across
the world, the Myanmar
ambassador to the Russian
Federation, the Myanmar
consul general in St. Peters-
burg and officials, invited
heads of states and officials
and entrepreneurs.

First, a documentary
video about the 29" SPIEF
2026 was screened and the
governor of St. Petersburg
extended greetings.

Then, Vice President U
Nyo Saw took part in dis-
cussions, saying Myanmar
has great potentials for sus-
tainable growth and as it is
located at the focal point
of east Asia, southeast Asia
and South Asia, it boasts
a strategically distinctive
geographical position. Lo-

cated between the Pacific
Ocean and the Indian Ocean,
Myanmar acts as a natural
land bridge that connects
regional markets and facili-
tate trade, transportation and
economic integration. To
take these advantages firmly,
the Myanmar government
has adopted and implement-
ed policies that facilitate
trade and improve business
environment.

Moreover, as our country
has carried out reforms to

modernize the agriculture
and livestock sectors to boost
production, to strengthen
food security and to contrib-
ute to sustainable develop-
ment, international coopera-
tion has been implemented
in many sectors including
the technology sector. In-
ternational cooperation is
especially invited for the
transportation, communica-
tions, digital infrastructure,
logistic, export-oriented
manufacturing, techno-
logical and digital services
sectors.

Afterward, the vice chair-
man of Kyrgyz Republic,
the deputy prime minister
of the Russian Federation,
the executive director of
Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation Organization and
the deputy prime minister of
Vietnam Socialist Republic
took part in the discussions.

Earlier, the delegation
led by the Vice President at-
tended the EAEU-ASEAN
economic forum in the morn-
ing and Union Minister for
National Planning, Invest-
ment and Foreign Economic
Relations U Aung Kyaw
Hoe took part in discussion
over digital transformation in
medium- and long-term eco-
nomic cooperation between

the EAEU and the ASEAN,
the importance of resources
and natural disaster resil-
ience and cooperation in
mutually beneficial innova-
tive economic fields between
business communities in the
EAEU and the ASEAN.
Then, the Vice President
received delegations led by
Governor of Kaliningrad Mr.
Alexander Drozdenko and
Russian Economic Develop-
ment Minister Mr. Maksim
Reshetnikov at the center
separately and discussed pro-
motion of relations not only
between state/regional gov-
ernments but also between
the people of Myanmar and
Kaliningrad, promotion of
trade and investment, expan-
sion of the tourism sector
as a visa free agreement
has been signed between
the two countries, trade and
economic cooperation be-
tween the two countries by
Myanmar-Russia GtoG trade
and economic cooperation
commission, developments
in projects and processes
jointly implemented by the
two countries, potentials
for further cooperation and
cooperation in the industrial,
mining, labor and energy
sectors.
MNA
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A: These armed conflicts and drug-related problems are
largely rooted in politics. In the past, our political system was
a centralized, government-led system. Later, there were disa-
greements and divisions. There were also ethnic armed or-
ganizations, as well as groups demanding ethnic rights. These
factors led to the emergence of armed conflicts. From these
conflicts, drug production expanded significantly as a means
for them to sustain themselves. However, around 2020, we
had reached a situation where we were able to control it to a
considerable extent. But in 2021, due to political instability,
drug production grew further. We are now carrying out strong
crackdowns and enforcement actions against this as well.
We have been sharing intelligence from India, and arrests
have also been made in India, so to a certain extent, drug
suppression efforts on both the India-Myanmar side have
been relatively under control. However, there is still work
to be completed. To achieve that, Myanmar needs to ensure
political stability. Since we are moving toward a demo-
cratic system, our government will continue to strengthen
democracy. In doing so, issues arising from democratic and
political demands, as well as ethnic-related demands, need
to be addressed through systematic democratic negotiations
and solutions. If we proceed in this way, armed insurgen-
cies will be reduced to some extent, and this will also place
significant restrictions on drug production. Therefore, we
need to proceed in parallel; only then can we achieve results.
Because there are armed insurgent groups, those who oppose
India for various reasons are also taking advantage of them
and creating disruptions along the India-Myanmar border.
I believe that if we address all of these simultaneously, the

situation will be resolved. To some extent, we have already
made progress in resolving it.

This morning as well, during discussions with the Prime
Minister of India, I explained this matter. The areas along
the India-Myanmar border are densely forested regions,
making travel extremely difficult. During the rainy season, it
becomes even more difficult. I have personally visited these
areas many times. I also served as a commanding officer of
the battalion in that region, so I know it very well. There-
fore, regarding this region, we are currently making efforts
to improve the security situation before the rainy season
begins. If the security situation improves, then, in relation to
the question raised earlier—issues related to ethnic groups,
armed conflicts, and disturbances to peace and stability, as
well as drug-related issues—will significantly decrease, 1
believe. I am confident that we will be able to fully resolve
these matters in the near future.

Q: I have noticed that over the past five years, the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar, under your leadership as
President, has been facing and addressing various challenges
domestically. Therefore, for the development of democracy,
the achievement of peace, and the stability of the country,
which issue or sector has been the most difficult to address?

A: Peace, peace is the most important situation. Then
there is the issue of security. Why is there no peace? Because
differences in opinions have arisen, that's why there is no
peace. We will strive to achieve peace by reducing those dif-
ferences. On the very day I assumed responsibility, I spoke
in parliament and I also addressed the nation. I stated that I
would work to achieve peace within 100 days. And I also said
that I would strive to achieve genuine national peace within

five years. Regarding peace, we have extended invitations.
We will negotiate. We will hold discussions and then move
forward. On the other side, we also have to work on security
matters, on establishing the rule of law. Then there are groups
opposing us through violence. In terms of armed opposition,
there are two types: one is the EAOs, and the other is the
PDFs. EAO stands for Ethnic Armed Organization, and PDF
stands for People's Defence Forces. The PDFs are groups
that emerged after 2021 due to political disagreements. The
EAOs are armed groups that have existed since independ-
ence, arising from various issues related to their ethnic
groups. So, if we look at these two separately, first we will
prioritize resolving the PDFs through both peace and secu-
rity measures. Then, regarding the EAOs, we will proceed
through the peace track. We have already been conducting
many negotiations. Their aspirations are diverse, and we have
to address those. People will naturally have many desires.
However, instead of just talking about what we want, it's
better to focus on what is possible and what is appropriate.
You surely have many desires too, wanting this or that, but
if you pursue the impossible, it won't work. In our country,
there are many ethnic groups, over 130 ethnicities, with eight
main national ethnic races. Your country has even more.
So, since opinions differ from person to person, how do we
resolve this? We resolve it through law. We resolve it accord-
ing to the Constitution. We work to achieve that through the
Constitution. The Constitution should be something accept-
able and feasible to the majority; we cannot advocate for the
impossible. That's why I say peace is the most important.
After that, we must move towards development. We cannot
avoid development. See Page 14
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Systematic demolition and destruction of an additional
three illegal three-story residential buildings used
in committing online scams and gambling operations
within the Shwe Kokko area

Nay Pyi Taw June 4

In order to prevent further
occurrences of online scams
and gambling within illegal
buildings located in the Shwe
Kokko and KK Park areas of
Myawaddy Township, Kayin
State, where online scams and
gambling had been based and
operated, joint departmental
teams are carrying out the
permanent demolition of these
structures and the systematic
destruction of the equipment
used in their operations, and
it is reported that an addi-
tional three illegal three-story
residential buildings within
the Shwe Kokko area were
systematically demolished
today.

It is reported that out of
the 77 buildings used in com-
mitting online scams and
gambling operations within
the Shwe Kokko area, they
have been classified accord-
ing to building types as 57
buildings to be demolished

using heavy machinery and
20 buildings to be destroyed
by demolition explosives,

Before demolition.

and are being systematically -

demolished and destroyed.

It is also reported that out
of the 57 buildings designated ¢
for demolition using heavy °*
machinery, three 3-story
residential buildings were

-m..,m_ —
-'-\1— Mi—‘ﬂl-‘-q tl-,im.

systematically demolished ™

today using heavy machinery,
bringing the total number
of buildings demolished to
33 so far, and the remain-
ing 44 illegal buildings will
continue to be systematically
demolished.

The State Government,
taking up anti-online scam
and gambling operations as
a national duty, is actively
cooperating and coordinating
with neighboring countries in
addition to domestic forces to
ensure that these operations
cannot establish any base
within Myanmar.

100

After demolition.

An illegal building used for operating online gambling that was destroyed with heavy machinery in the Shwe

Kokko area, Myawaddy District, Kayin State.

Before demolition.

After demolition.

An illegal building used for operating online gambling that was destroyed with heavy machinery in the Shwe
Kokko area, Myawaddy District, Kayin State.
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We must work for national development. It is the govern-
ment's duty to ensure the country's progress. And when we
pursue development, it must encompass all the people. Not
just ethnic groups. We must implement development that
includes the entire population. That is the path we must
take. So, for us, peace is number one. Second is stability and
security, which we must continuously work on. Simultane-
ously, we must carry out development activities. That is the
way forward. That is my perspective.

Q: ASEAN is a highly influential organization both
regionally and globally. I would like to know Your Excel-
lency's view on the current relationship between Myanmar
and ASEAN.

A: The state of relations is that most ASEAN member
countries are fine. However, ASEAN's principle of consen-
sus—requiring agreement from all—is where the problems
arise. One or two ASEAN member states have a strict stance
towards Myanmar. But the majority of ASEAN countries
have a favorable view of us. Previously, based on our actions
following the election results, ASEAN changed its approach
towards us. Nevertheless, we conducted a general election
in December 2025 that was fair, free, and just. No one can
deny that. Overall, 54.22% of eligible voters cast ballots.
Among those voters, nearly 50% were between the ages of

18 and 40. Nearly half were young people. We cannot force
these young people to vote; if we tried, they would run away.
They came of their own accord. If you look at the news and
images from the election, you'll see they came willingly and
enthusiastically to vote. Consider the voting system as well.
We implemented a system where vote-rigging is completely
impossible. Furthermore, regarding the election and voter
lists, we ensured it was a free and fair election. Therefore,
regarding our election and its results, we invited international
representatives to observe. When we did, they all accepted
it; no one rejected it. To this day, no party or candidate has
filed a complaint regarding the election. ASEAN knows this
too. And concerning the issues caused by the election, now
that we have rectified the election and made it good, there
are countries that accept this situation. So, for our part, we
maintain relations with ASEAN without breaching diplo-
matic etiquette. However, because ASEAN makes decisions
based on consensus, when one or two countries remain rigid,
it creates difficulties for other countries to engage with us
normally. But we do have good relations now. Even bilater-
ally, our relations are good. When I was elected President,
many ASEAN countries sent me congratulatory messages.
Looking at that, we can say good relations exist. We also
hold a favorable view of ASEAN.

Q: Mr. President, we will now conclude our discussion.

What would Your Excellency like to say to the global audi-
ence watching this interview regarding Myanmar?

A: Myanmar, our country, is now correctly walking the
path that our people hope for. Myanmar is ready to cooperate
and work hand-in-hand with the world. Therefore, I would
like the world to come and observe our reform efforts. I
want them to come and see the ongoing situation firsthand.
Then, I believe cooperation with us regarding our country's
development would be better. If they choose to cooperate
with us, the Myanmar people will gain opportunities to im-
prove their current living conditions in all aspects. So, I want
the world to come and see this. I want them to cooperate. 1
want to say that Myanmar is truly on the right path, the path
chosen by the people. However, 'standards' vary. Standards
differ from country to country. Just as India's standards dif-
fer from those of other Asian countries, Western standards
also differ. Even within democracy, standards may not be
the same. Myanmar is also moving towards a democratic
system that suits Myanmar. We have two political objectives:
first, to firmly establish a genuine multi-party democratic
system; second, to build a union based on democracy and
federalism. That is our goal. That is what I am working
on. [ want to tell the world that we will proceed with this
unwaveringly.

MNA

lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers, and
members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.
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