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President of the Republic of Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing addresses Union government meeting
By drawing lessons from past experiences, we must strive to
strengthen our political, economic, and defense might, while ele-
vating national dignity on the international stage through strong

leadership

=

President U Min Aung Hlaing addresses the Union government meeting.

Nay Pyi Taw May 26

The Union government
of the Republic of Union of
Myanmar held a meeting at
the Union government meet-
ing hall of President’s Office
in Nay Pyi Taw this morning,
addressed by President U
Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present were Vice
Presidents U Nyo Saw and
Daw Nang Ni Ni Aye, union
ministers, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council chairman. Region/
state chief ministers attended
the meeting through video
conferencing.

Political developments
throughout the successive
periods in the country

In his keynote address,
the President said up to now,
the government has been
in the office for one and a
half month. In reviewing
the experience of the his-
tory, we will have to weigh
the internal situation during
the period from the time the
country gained independence
to this date and the interna-
tional relations. During the
early post-independence, the
country had to overcome in-
ternal armed conflicts, insta-
bility and foreign intrusion.

Political conflicts grew larger
resulting from the appearance
of'the right to secession of the
states due to the weakness of
the1947 Constitution. The
ruling party split into differ-
ent factions, and the nation
lacked political stability and
security. As a result, the
Caretaker Government had
to assume the responsibili-
ties of the State in 1958 and
the Revolutionary Council
started to shoulder the duties
of the State in 1962.

During the time, all the
political leaders, youth,
and Tatmadaw officials had
knowledge of socialism,
while democracy system,
liberalism and socialism were
vying with one another. Lat-
er, violent protests broke out
as the persons who favoured
democracy, capitalism and
liberalism had no political
exit. Disagreements in rela-
tion with the economy broke
out in the ruling party and at
the same time, ethnic armed
conflicts were also escalating

Regarding the interna-
tional relations, the country
had good relations with the
UN at that time, and leaders
who served at the global body

came out. But when Kuom-
intang intrusion occurred,
there surfaced frictions in
the relations. After the es-
tablishment of the SEATO,
certain ethnic groups that
want to leave the Union
made contract with it, caus-
ing pressures in the interna-
tional relations sector. There
were disturbances to prevent
Myanmar from adopting the
socialist system. Myanmar
realized the Burmese (Myan-
mar) Way of Socialism at the
time when political rivalry
was intense in the world.
When the country was on
its way to democratization,
NGOs and INGOs entered
the country that was receiv-
ing assistance from foreign
countries. Countries that
favoured democracy were
assisting Myanmar at that
time. The population and
housing censuses collected
in 1973 and 1983 showed that
the country had weakness in
the education sector since
then. Taking the weakness
as an opportunity, NGOs and
INGOs made instigations to
create a negative view of
the government and to turn
against it. The application

for less developed coun-
try (LDC) status to receive
external assistance due to
weakness in progress had
degraded trust in the State.
Disturbances broke out in
1988 resulting from a drop
in the national economy,
mismanagements, socio-
economic hardships, and a
demonetization declaration.

The country was not an
ASEAN member state at that
time. Besides, the country
faced the attempts of certain
powers to drive it towards
their chosen path. Although
the country was regularly at-
tending the UN conference, its
involvement in international
affairs and UN activities was
low. Decline in the economy
and lack of peace and stability
drew international contempt.
The country’s GDP and pro-
duction capacity were very
low, and the national economy
mainly depended on natural
resources exports. SLOC
organized the National Con-
vention to adopt multiparty
democracy, but had to adjourn
it due to various circum-
stances. But SPDC resumed
the National Convention, and
steered the country towards

multiparty democracy.

The Tatmadaw assumed
state responsibilities in 1988
and initiated internal peace
efforts in 1989, leading to
ceasefire agreements through
mutual understanding. At that
time, the country was fac-
ing significant political and
economic challenges. Sub-
sequently, the nation began
transitioning toward a multi-
party democratic system. In
2010, multi-party democratic
elections were held, and the
Tatmadaw guided the country
onto the path of democracy.
During the administration of
President U Thein Sein in
2011, reforms necessary for
democratic transition were
implemented. As part of
this democratic process, the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agree-
ment (NCA) was signed.
During this period, the NLD
entered the political arena
following amendments to
the election law. Western
countries and organizations
seeking influence over the na-
tion allegedly exploited past
incidents to create instability
and attempted to shape a gov-
ernment aligned with their
interests. NGOs and INGOs
were also observed engag-
ing in political activities and
interfering in the country’s
internal affairs. During the
2020 multi-party democratic
general election, foreign
countries reportedly provided
various forms of support to
parties representing their
interests. After the assump-
tion of responsibilities in
2021, NGOs and INGOs
were found to be involved
with ethnic organizations.
Recounting the country’s
history in this manner is
intended to highlight the
challenges faced throughout
different periods. Union Min-
isters as well as Region and
State Chief Ministers were
urged to remain mindful of
the historical experiences
and difficulties the country
has endured.

We must learn from past
events and continue making
every effort to prevent simi-
lar incidents from recurring
in the future. It is essential
to achieve political stabil-
ity, strengthen the national
economy, and bring an end
to armed conflicts to ensure
security and peace.

International Relations

Efforts must also be made
to maintain strong and posi-
tive international relations.
Union-level officials, Union
ministers, and Region and
State chief ministers need to
engage with the international
community through discus-
sions and cooperation that
will benefit the country. Po-
litically, efforts will continue
to strengthen the multi-party
democratic system and build
a Union based on democracy
and federalism, with the un-
derstanding that the federal
system being implemented is
based on territorial adminis-
tration rather than ethnicity.
In terms of nationalism and
national development, efforts
will be directed toward ensur-
ing the country’s prosperity.
To achieve this, it is necessary
to create employment oppor-
tunities, sustainable jobs, and
skill-development programs.
While certain responsibilities
must be undertaken by the
central government, there are
also important roles for Re-
gion and State governments to
support and implement. Only
through such collective efforts
can the people secure better
incomes, improve their socio-
economic conditions, and
strengthen their confidence
in the national government.

Adopt a broad perspective
and approach in matters re-
lated to politics, the economy,
and national security

After assuming respon-
sibilities, peace talks were
invited within 100 days, and
discussions are currently
being held with some EAO
groups at the grassroots
level. See Page 13
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The PDF terrorist groups
chose the armed path due to
dissatisfaction with the po-
litical developments arising
from alleged vote irregulari-
ties in the 2020 election. This
situation emerged because
both domestic and foreign
political actors exploited
weaknesses in the country’s
education system to influ-
ence and mobilize people for
their own interests. There-
fore, it has been repeatedly
emphasized that the coun-
try’s education system must
be reformed. As stability
and peace are essential for
educational development,
efforts will be made with a
long-term vision to achieve
lasting peace over the next
five years. Regardless of
how the government ex-
tends invitations for peace,
armed groups themselves
must genuinely desire peace
with trust and conviction.
It is also necessary for all
sides to have the willingness
to cooperate for the coun-
try’s development. Politi-
cal, security, and economic
weaknesses must be care-
fully assessed and addressed
through reforms. Lessons
must be drawn from both the
historical and contemporary
experiences the country
has undergone, while striv-
ing to strengthen political,
economic, and defense ca-
pabilities through effective
leadership and to enhance
the nation’s standing in the
international community.
Union-level officials, Un-
ion Ministers, and Region
and State Chief Ministers
were urged to adopt broad
perspectives and take com-
prehensive approaches in
matters concerning politics,
the economy, and national
security.

He mentioned that we
are practicing a multi-party
democratic system and the
Constitution (2008) has al-
ready prescribed the powers
of the central government as
well as the powers accord-

ing to regions and states.
He stated that in terms of
legislation, remaining mat-
ters to be carried out accord-
ing to regions, states, and
self-administered divisions
need to be implemented,
and progress must be made
within the next 6 months. He
noted that the Union and re-
gion and state governments
need to work in harmony
to successfully achieve
and advance their activi-
ties. He added that although
the Union level does not
execute the work directly,
it can operate by provid-
ing guidance and supervis-
ing how tasks should be
carried out.

He noted that the propor-
tion of the population within
the working-age range able
to work in our country is ob-
served to be declining, and
regions and states are also
experiencing labor shortage
problems. He stated that on
the other hand, it is also said
that there are people moving
to places where employment
is available due to a scarcity
of jobs. He observed that
although our country already
possesses natural resources
and good foundations to
carry out businesses, job
opportunities remain scarce
because the actual capacity
to work is weak. He added
that agriculture and livestock
farming, which are the main
businesses of the country,
still significantly require
human resources capable of
operating skillfully. He ex-
plained that the labor short-
age is also caused by people
doing casual jobs instead
of skilled work, working in
illegal resource extraction
industries, and going abroad
to work as laborers. There-
fore, he urged the Union
level, as well as individual
regions and states, to create
initiatives to increase job
opportunities and enable
employment.

Regarding land use, the
Farmland Law and laws
relating to vacant and fal-

low lands have already been
enacted, and it is necessary
to operate only in accord-
ance with the prescribed
permissions. He stated that
because there has been a lack
of strict supervision in line
with the laws enacted by the
State, difficulties are being
encountered in carrying out
national development activi-
ties. Therefore, he noted that
it will be necessary to know
and comply with the issued
laws, rules, and regulations,
and it is necessary to duti-
fully fulfill one's assigned
tasks and responsibilities.
He added that officials need
to supervise land use to
ensure it is orderly and sys-
tematic.

The State will do its
utmost to ensure that all
school-aged children can

pursue education

Regarding political dif-

ferences, he said that at
present, the government
led by himself, which was
elected by the people, is tak-
ing responsibility. He stated
that political developments
have been firmly established
and there is no reason for
differences, so it is neces-
sary to work together on the
peaceful path of democracy.
Regarding schools, he noted
that the school enrollment
season has now arrived. He
added that the State will
do its utmost to ensure that
all school-aged children
can pursue education. He
explained that compulsory
education up to KG+9 must
be implemented and ac-
cess to education must be
provided in all schools. He
mentioned that only by en-
couraging education will job
opportunities emerge in rural
areas, and it is necessary to
realize that if school educa-
tion is not encouraged, our
children will face a difficult
journey in life in the future.
He stressed that only when
educational standards rise
nationwide will national
development occur much
faster. Regarding education,

he noted that it is necessary
to ensure that schools are
orderly and meet prescribed
standards. In line with the
motto "Be happy at school
and excel in study," he urged
them to fulfill necessary
requirements to ensure all
schools are clean, pleasant,
and beautiful, and to im-
prove basic infrastructure.

Regarding cooking oil
sufficiency, he stated that
we have to import it from
abroad every year, and since
oilseed crops are also cul-
tivated domestically every
year, having to import from
abroad should not be the
case. He noted that regions
and states cultivating do-
mestic oilseed crops such as
peanuts, sesame, sunflower,
and soybeans need to oper-
ate and cultivate to increase
their yields. He added that
alongside oilseed crop cul-
tivation, beekeeping can
also be carried out success-
fully and it is a partner busi-
ness that will yield mutual
benefits.

In connection with
the cultivation of coffee,
Myanmar's coffee is well-
known but fails to export
it to meet the market de-
mand. Therefore, it is nec-
essary to expand coffee cul-
tivation to meet the export
demand.

Expansion of tree plant-
ing, conservation of existing
ones and designating heat
shelter sites must be carried
out by taking high-tempera-
ture areas in the last summer.
Healthcare for the elderly in
such places must be consist-
ently provided and regional
governments are required
to find out ways and means
to help them overcome the
heat most comfortably. Ef-
forts must be made to plant
trees successfully during
the tree-planting season in
13 districts under dry-zone
greening plans.

In connection with ex-
penditure, budgets allocated
for development tasks must
be spent correctly and most

beneficially and as returning
budget allocations as surplus
without spending amounts to
losses for the country, they
must be spent correctly and
responsible officials who
supervise and review budg-
et allocations are required
to perform their duties
responsibly.
Union ministers report to
President

Then, union ministers
reported to the President on
relevant sectors.
Additional remarks made

After hearing the reports,
the Presidents said respon-
sible officials from regional
and state governments are
required to make field trips
together with relevant or-
ganizations to launch com-
bat against online scams
and gambling effectively.
To control the rising prices
of fuel, the government has
taken measures to regulate
the use of vehicles and sales
of fuel and as a result, it can
be seen that the prices of
fuel have dropped moder-
ately. Responsible officials
are required to supervise
the situation systematically
on the ground to control
the current situation. In
connection with agricul-
ture and agricultural equip-
ment loans, as it was found
that the government has to
bear billions of bad loans
because there were some
farmers who failed to repay
the loans, relevant minis-
tries and regional and state
governments are required
to exert concerted efforts
to collect the loans to the
full extent and to eliminate
bad loans.

Reconstruction of public
buildings damaged in
Chin State

Afterward, the President
made concluding remarks,
saying the government has
been transporting construc-
tion materials necessary for
reconstruction of hospitals,
schools, government and
departmental offices and
religious edifices damaged

during armed conflicts as
soon as possible. Priority
will be given to hospitals
and schools while efforts
will be made to repair pub-
lic markets and other de-
partmental buildings. In
carrying out rehabilitation
tasks in Chin State, I would
like to urge regional and
state governments to offer
help while the government
has been taking necessary
measures.

Uplifting the sport sector
amounts to safeguarding
the State

As for sports, the spir-
itual strength of the country
can be expressed through
sports and it can be seen
that it is still necessary to
make efforts to achieve more
success although moder-
ate success was achieved
in regional sports events.
I want athletes with high
quality and morale to be
selected to compete in sports
events. To achieve success
in sports, it is necessary to
carry out reforms starting
from sports federations.
The government has been
providing assistance for
sports grounds and stadiums
to be systematic and to meet
standards. Athletes must be
trained under sport tech-
nique instructors and fitness
instructors to enable them to
compete systematically and
healthily. Efforts must be
made to properly select and
nurture athletes for respec-
tive sports systematically
since their childhood. It is
necessary to systematically
cultivate athletes who are
honoured by hoisting the
national flag of the country
and to organize sporting
events without interruption.
Achievements in the sports
sector will boost patriotism
and uplifting the sports sec-
tor amounts to safeguarding
the State or building the
nation. In conclusion, the
President urged all to make
efforts to boost the sports
sector.

100

people.

and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect
the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent

Rublic: Notice for Eliminationtof Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers,
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Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U Khin Yi meets

Pyithu Hluttaw representatives of Mandalay Region

1

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U Khin Yi meets Pyithu Hluttaw representatives of Mandalay Region.

Mandalay May 26

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U
Khin Yi held a meeting with
Pyithu Hluttaw representa-
tives of Mandalay Region at
the Thabin Hall of Mandalay
Region Hluttaw office this
afternoon.

At the meeting, the Speak-
er delivered a speech, saying
that Hluttaw representatives
are currently actively and
energetically carrying out
their duties for the benefit of
both their constituents and the
State. In doing so, they are ex-
pected to ensure that there are
no procedural errors. A Hlut-
taw is an institution composed
of public representatives who
have been elected and en-
trusted with responsibilities

in accordance with the will of
the people from their respec-
tive constituencies.
Legislative work is the
primary responsibility of the
Hluttaw, and the Hluttaw has
the duty to ensure that citizens
are able to live peacefully and
comfortably under the protec-
tion of the law. Therefore, ex-
isting laws that are no longer
appropriate for the current
system and era need to be
systematically reviewed and,
where necessary, amended,
supplemented, and enacted. It
is also necessary to study and
assess the current situation
and promulgate laws that are
in line with the times. Regard-
ing online fraud, the Anti-
Online Scam Bill has already

been prepared in order to ef-
fectively prevent and suppress
such activities. In addition,
the Hluttaw will prioritize the
enactment of this bill into law
during the upcoming second
regular session.

It is understood that the
public also places hopes and
trust in the Hluttaw. There-
fore, Hluttaw representatives,
when submitting and raising
questions, need to present
matters that reflect the real
needs of the people. They
are also required to have a
detailed understanding of
their respective constituencies
and the wishes of their voters.
Only then will they be able
to timely present and address
the needs of the people in

Hluttaw. The Hluttaw should
also continuously observe and
study the implementation of
the government’s 100-day
plan, and cooperate in matters
that require coordination from
the Hluttaw side. Only when
the Hluttaw and the govern-
ment work together in close
coordination and partnership
can national development
and the genuine needs of the
people be effectively fulfilled.

In order to support legis-
lative work, Hluttaw repre-
sentatives are required to con-
tinuously study State-owned
newspapers and current in-
ternational news in order to
understand government poli-
cies. Hluttaw representatives
should also carry out their du-

ties without partisan bias, eth-
nic bias, or ideological bias,
and should instead prioritize
the interests of the State and
its citizens. They are expected
to work toward making their
current Hluttaw term more
effective and improved. They
must strive to become rep-
resentatives who address the
difficulties of the people and
who are worthy of the public’s
trust. It was also stated that
this Hluttaw is expected to
be a particularly people-ori-
ented and publicly beneficial
Hluttaw.

Speaker of Mandalay Re-
gion Hluttaw U Aung Kyaw
Moe reported on the undertak-
ings of third Mandalay Re-
gion Hluttaw, and the Pyithu
Hluttaw Speaker gave neces-
sary instructions.

After the meeting, the
Speaker inspected the con-
vention hall of the Mandalay
Region Hluttaw and signed
the guests’ book.

The Pyithu Hluttaw
Speaker also met MSME
entrepreneurs and town elders
of Mandalay Region. At the
meeting, the Speaker said
that the Hluttaw is an institu-
tion composed of Hluttaw
representatives elected by the
relevant voters through free
and fair elections, in accord-
ance with their preferences.
Since Hluttaws are formed
by representatives chosen
according to the will of the
people, they are the closest
institution to the public. The

Hluttaw has the responsibility
to ensure that citizens fully en-
joy the rights guaranteed un-
der the Constitution. It is also
working to become a trusted
institution for the people by
coordinating efforts between
the public and the govern-
ment to fully implement the
needs of the people. There-
fore, town elders, community
leaders, and businesspersons
are encouraged to openly and
frankly present any difficul-
ties they are facing, as well as
matters that require the State’s
assistance and support, so that
the Hluttaw can coordinate
and facilitate necessary ac-
tions. The Hluttaw will also
coordinate with the relevant
authorities and, where neces-
sary, make efforts to amend,
supplement, or enact new
laws accordingly.

The meeting attendees
participated in discussions. In
response, the Speaker pledged
that the Hluttaw will review
them in accordance with laws,
rules, and procedures with
regard to the submissions
presented today concerning
individual-level difficulties,
public or collective issues,
and MSME-related chal-
lenges that support national
development. Where neces-
sary, it will coordinate and
resolve such matters and work
toward enacting them into
law through the legislative
process. After the meeting, the
Speaker cordially greeted the

attendees. 100

Sagaing Township to grow more than 16,000 acres of cotton this year

Sagaing May 26
Local authorities have

monsoon crops in Saga-
ing Township of Sagaing

Department.
During the 2026-2027

decided to grow more than Region this year, according monsoon crop cultivation

16,000 acres of cotton as

to the township Agriculture

season, Sagaing Township

Photo shows a large sugarcane plantation.

has targeted the cultivation
of 16,822 acres of cotton,
with planting to be carried
out from May through Sep-
tember this year.

“This year, during the
monsoon cultivation season,
more than 16,000 acres of
cotton are targeted for culti-
vation in Sagaing Township.
Arrangements are being
made for planting to begin
within this month. Efforts
will be made to meet the
target acreage. To support
cotton production, high-
quality pure cotton seed
varieties will be supplied
so that farmers can easily
plant them in time for the

cultivation season,” said U
Myo Thant Aung, Head of
the Sagaing Township Ag-
riculture Department.

This year, the relevant
Township Agriculture De-
partment has been provid-
ing technical training to
cotton farmers in Saga-
ing Township on obtaining
high-quality cotton seed
varieties, preventing pests
and diseases to ensure suc-
cessful crop production,
and applying correct culti-
vation methods to improve
yields. Necessary technical
assistance for cotton grow-
ers will also continue to be
provided.

The cultivation cost for
cotton is about K350,000
per acre, and the yield is
around 1,000 viss per acre.

In cotton cultivation,
farmers can also practise
intercropping with other
crops such as onions as a
pre-crop and pigeon pea as
a companion crop, enabling
them to obtain additional
harvests and increase their
income.

Cotton is being suc-
cessfully cultivated and
produced in 19 townships
across Sagaing, Monywa,
Yinmabin, Shwebo, and
Kanbalu districts in Sagaing
Region. 206
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Three more illicit four-storey residential buildings used
for online gambling and scamming operations in
Shwe Kokko Area systematically demolished

Before demolition.

After demolition.

demolished by machinery.

Before demolition.

After demolition.

Nay Pyi Taw May 26

The Government of My-
anmar, while prioritizing na-
tional stability, rule of law,
and development efforts, is
systematically dismantling
illegal online gambling and
scamming operations that
harm the interests of the
state and the public. As part
of this ongoing process, se-
curity forces, administrative
bodies, local authorities,
and joint teams are work-
ing together to clear out
and destroy the equipment
used in online gambling
and scam operations, as
well as to systematically
demolish the illegal build-

¢ ings in Shwe Kokko and

Ny T et R o

The building used for illegal online gambling operations in Shwe Kokko region, Myawady District, Kayin
State, demolished by machinery.

* KK Park areas, preventing

such activities from taking

® place.

Today, within the Shwe
Kokko area, three four-

storey residential build-

ings—part of 77 structures
used for online gambling
and scamming—were sys-
tematically demolished
using vehicles and machin-
ery. With this operation, a
total of six buildings have
now been destroyed, leav-
ing 71 remaining illegal
buildings yet to be demol-
ished. Authorities have
confirmed that the remain-
ing structures will con-
tinue to be systematically
destroyed.

The government consid-
ers the fight against online
gambling and scamming
operations as a national
duty and will continue ef-
forts, both through domestic
forces and in coordination
with neighboring countries,
to ensure that such activi-
ties have no foothold in
Myanmar.

100

Budalin Township plans to grow more than
1,000 acres of lablab bean this monsoon

Budalin May 26

An official from Budalin
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment of Sagaing Region said
that local farmers decided to
plant more than 1,000 acres of
lablab bean in Budalin Town-
ship in coming monsoon.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon crop cultivation
season, Budalin Township
has targeted the cultivation
of 1,320 acres of lablab bean,
with planting to be carried out

from June through September
this year. Preparations are also
underway to ensure successful
cultivation.

“This year, during the
monsoon cultivation season,
more than 1,000 acres of lab-
lab bean are targeted for cul-
tivation in Budalin Township.
Efforts will be made to meet
the target acreage. In order to
improve the yield and quality
of pulse crops, necessary sup-
port such as high-quality pure

seeds, agricultural inputs,
and post-harvest technology
training will be provided in
cooperation with farmers,”
said U Phyo Wai, Head of the
Agriculture Department in
Budalin Township.

For farmers cultivating
lablab bean in Budalin Town-
ship, the Township Agricul-
ture Department will carry
out awareness and extension
activities to help expand cul-
tivation areas, improve crop

yields, promote cultivation us-
ing GAP methods, encourage
the use of high-quality pure
seeds, and support the cultiva-
tion of high-yield varieties.
The crops planted in GAP
system can be higher in qual-
ity compared to other crops.
The GAP applied crops can
fetch high prices in the do-
mestic market and be ex-
ported to foreign market due
to its high quality, benefiting
the farmers. 206

Farmers to grow more than 10,000 acres of
groundnut in Shwebo Township

Shwebo May 26

Statistics of Shwebo Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that local authorities
earmarked cultivation of more
than 10,000 acres of groundnut
in Shwebo Township of Saga-
ing Region this monsoon.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon crop cultivation
season, Shwebo Town-
ship has targeted the cul-
tivation of 10,370 acres of

groundnut, and at present
farmland is being ploughed
in preparation for planting
the crop.

“This year, during the
monsoon cultivation season,
more than 10,000 acres of
groundnut are targeted for
cultivation in Shwebo Town-
ship. Arrangements are being
made to plant the crop within
this month. Efforts will also be
undertaken to ensure the target

acreage is fully achieved. As
an oilseed crop, groundnut
cultivation is in a successful
condition. The number of
sown acreage of groundnut is
on the rise year by year,” said
U San Oo, Township Head of
the Agriculture Department in
Shwebo Township.

In Shwebo Township, one
and a half baskets of seed are
required per acre for groundnut
cultivation. Including seed

costs, labor charges, ferti-
lizer, and pesticide expenses,
the cultivation cost exceeds
K200,000 per acre. The
yield is more than 50 baskets
per acre.

Officials of the township
Agriculture Department make
field trips to the crop planta-
tions to check where ground-
nut plantations thrive or not,
and manage prevention of
pests and weeds. 206

Ridge gourd in high

demand at domestic

market in Pantanaw
Township

Pantanaw May 26

Daw Myat Maw, the own-
er of green grocery whoelsale
depot in Pantanaw Township
of Ayeyawady Region, said
that ridge gourds are in high
demand at the domestic mar-
ket in Pantanaw Township.

In Pantanaw Township,
locally produced ridge gourds
have been traded at fresh pro-
duce markets from the second
week of May this year up to
the present day. Demand has
been strengthening, with daily
purchases currently ranging
from 25,000 to 45,000 gourds,
leading to brisk sales. The
market price has reached up
to K27,500 per 100 gourds.

“The ridge gourds pro-
duced in this area are being
purchased in large quanti-
ties by other townships. At
present, up to 45,000 ridge
gourds are being traded daily.
Ridge gourd is one of the
local products of Pantanaw

Township. The ridge gourds
currently selling well are of
good quality. Since they are
locally produced, consumers
can enjoy affordable, clean,
and fresh food products. Other
regions are also purchasing
ridge gourds from this lo-
cal fresh produce market.
As demand for these locally
produced ridge gourds has
increased, opportunities for
vegetable farmers have be-
come more favorable,” said
Daw Myat Maw.

At present, seasonal local
vegetables, including ridge
gourds, are being harvested in
Pantanaw Township. Due to
the strong demand and brisk
sales of ridge gourds, prepara-
tions are being made to expand
cultivation further. Since only
local products are being sold,
transportation costs are lower,
and only fresh produce is trad-
ed, providing various benefits.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin
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