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President of the Republic of Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing meets region, district and township
level departmental personnel and MSME entrepreneurs
from Mandalay Region, discusses regional development
Work of generating new generation equipped with
intellectual and technological knowledge and
who will lead the future nation must be continued

to increase the number of
representatives to the forums,
allowance of machinery im-
ports in accord with the rules
and regulations, the need to
contact Myanmar Iron and
Steel Association as produc-
tion of construction-used iron
and steel items need to meet
set standard, production of
quality wood and rattan prod-
ucts, collective participation
in smoke and haze reduction
undertakings to alleviate air

% pollution and greening activ-

iris'de wmmmmmmmmm.. eliandiVISME]
entréprencursromiViandalayiRegion? ‘

Nay Pyi Taw may 15

President of the Republic
of Union of Myanmar U Min
Aung Hlaing met region,
district and township level
departmental personnel and
MSME entrepreneurs from
Mandalay Region at the City
Hall in Mandalay, this after-
noon, and discussed regional
development.

Also present were union
ministers, U Khin Maung
Yi, U Mya Tun Oo, U Tin
Oo Lwin, U Min Naung, U
Myo Zaw Thein, U Hsan Oo
and U Myo Thant, deputy
ministers, Mandalay Region
Chief Minister U Myo Aung,
senior military officers from
Office of the Commander-in-
Chief, the Central Command
commander, Region Hlut-
taw speaker, the High Court
chief justice, Region Hluttaw
deputy speakers, region min-
isters, and officials.
Presentations on regional
development undertakings

and requirements

The chief minister re-

ported on regional points,

rain fall, land use, develop-
ment in mixed-cropping and
crop cultivation during the
five years from 2020-2021
t0 2024-2025, cultivation and
yield of 14 important crops in
2025-2026 and target realiza-
tion, year-wise sufficiency in
rice, oil, and beans, repay-
ment of loans received from
national economic develop-
ment funds, planed farming
development activities dur-
ing the first 100 days, local
MSME operations, estab-
lishment of industrial zones,
setting up of agricultural and
livestock producers coopera-
tive societies, planned rural
development undertakings
during the first 100 days,
development of agriculture,
livestock business and MS-
MEs in Mandalay Region
in accord with the directive
the President, progress of
cooperative societies and
rural development works and
planned undertakings for the
first 100 days.

In presenting their ongo-
ing business operations and

requirements, the MSME
entrepreneurs expressed
pleasure to have the op-
portunity to present their
experiences and regions dur-
ing the President’s visit to

Sector-wise clarifications
by union ministers
In response, union min-
isters gave sector-wise clari-
fications. They explained the
State’s endeavours to erect

Mandalay Region. They then

reported on the implementa-

tion of the Mandalay-Myoths
Industrial Park project and ]

future programs, State’s fi-

nancial assistance to enable |

Mandalay Region Chamber ™

of Commerce and Industry I

to facilitate its functions in
the right direction, efforts
for development of MSMEs
and setting up of production
industries in the Mandalay
industrial zone. They also
asked government’s assis-
tance in enabling appropri-
ate entrepreneurs to attend
international technology fo-
rums and economic forums,
importing advanced weaving
machines, and providing
finance for importing neces-
sary machines for steel smelt-
ing industries and produc-
tion of earthquake-resistant
rebars.

solar power plants in accord
with the set rules to provide
enough electricity to indus-
trial zones, sending local in-
dustrialists to the internation
technology and economic
forums coordinated efforts

ities, ongoing financial assis-
tance for further development
of agricultural and livestock
businesses through the estab-
lishment of cooperative so-
cieties in Mandalay Region,
ongoing rural development
undertakings, availability of
assistance from the relevant
ministers acquiring inputs,
technology, quality strains,
seeds for agriculture and
livestock businesses as the
State is fulfilling the require-
ments of the sector, State’s
endeavours for improving the

transport sector, upgrading of
rail transportation, a public

transportation system, that
benefits the country, exten-
sion of railway services,
efforts for digitalization pro-
cess through phase-by-phase

upgrading method.
Discussing regional
development measures
Afterwards, the Presi-
dent gave guidance on re-
gional development matters.
He said that it was his first
meeting with the public
since assuming the duties
of President. Mandalay was
described as not only the
commercial and industrial
hub of Upper Myanmar but
also a city rich in ancient
cultural heritage. During
the recent Thingyan period,
the country’s traditional
New Year festival, the Ata
Thingyan Festival, was suc-
cessfully celebrated in a
vivid manner in accordance
with Myanmar’s traditional
cultural customs, helping to
enhance the nation’s image.
Therefore, the President
extended appreciation and
congratulations to all the
people of Mandalay.
Mandalay Region is a
distinctive region that has
achieved success in industry

as well as in agricultural
and livestock sectors. In
terms of the cultivation and
production of 14 key crops,
the region is in a satisfactory
position,

See Page 13
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and continued efforts are
encouraged to achieve even
higher targets. The region’s
GDP is approximately US$9
billion annually, accounting
for about 10 percent of the
country’s total GDP.

At present, due to chang-
es in global political condi-
tions, fuel shortages are
being experienced in coun-
tries around the world, and
Myanmar is also affected.
Therefore, efforts are be-
ing made to improve public
transport services, and pri-
ority is being given to the
development of the railway
transport sector.

Encouraging agro-based
industries

Due to the failure to meet
production targets in Manda-
lay Region, the country in-
curs annual losses of approx-
imately K3,765 billion in the
10 major crops. Nationwide,
it results in estimated an-
nual losses of around US$8
billion. It is reported that
if full multiple-cropping
potential could be achieved
on the existing cultivated
land, the country could gain
an additional annual ben-
efit of about US$20 billion.
Since Myanmar is a country
whose economy is based on
agriculture and livestock,
it is necessary to further
develop these sectors. Even
in many developed countries
around the world, agriculture
is still given significant im-
portance. For example, even
the United States, one of the
world’s most powerful coun-

tries, produces large quanti-
ties of agricultural products
and exports them abroad.
Therefore, efforts should be
made to promote agro-based
industries as well as micro,
small, and medium-sized
enterprises (MSMEs) in
order to achieve national
economic development.
Only then will educated
human resources develop
the State and maintain
its status for long term
existence
To achieve this, it is nec-
essary for the country to
develop a strong human
resource base with high-
er levels of education and
rich knowledge and skills.
Looking at the country’s
education sector, it can be
observed that it has remained
weak across different peri-
ods, and therefore it must
be upgraded without fail.
Only when will educated
human reources develop
the State and maintain its
status for long term ex-
istence. Through formal
education, it is possible to
further enhance both skills
and knowledge. Therefore,
efforts must be made to
ensure that all school-age
children are able to access
education. At present, the
government has set KG+9
compulsory education as the
minimum national educa-
tion target and is working to
produce more educated and
capable human resources.
Since Myanmar is a coun-
try that primarily relies on
agriculture and livestock,

agricultural experts must
be developed. Accordingly,
agriculture, livestock, and
industrial subjects are being
taught at the middle and high
school levels. The President
urged that continued efforts
be made to support and
nurture a new generation of
young people who are well-
educated and skilled, and
who will lead the nation in
the future.

Regarding the livestock
sector, the prices of meat and
fish in Mandalay Region are
currently high. If regional
self-sufficiency in consump-
tion can be achieved and
extended nationwide, the
prices of meat and fish are
expected to decline. Fur-
thermore, if more livestock
feed based on locally pro-
duced agricultural products
is manufactured and live-
stock farming is systemati-
cally carried out, it will help
ensure regional food self-
sufficiency and reduce rising
commodity prices.

Every citizen has to strive
for securing healthy life
with longevity

Regarding health, the
2024-2025 Population and
Housing Census showed
that the country’s life ex-
pectancy is 69 years, which
is still lower than that of
neighbouring and regional
countries. Therefore, it is
necessary for every citizen
to be in good health. In order
to maintain good individual
health, a strong economy
is also required, and only
when the economy is strong

can living conditions, food
consumption, and educa-
tion improve. As educa-
tion improves, social and
economic conditions will
also advance, enabling all
citizens to enjoy a long and
healthy life.

In agriculture, cotton
cultivation is carried out in
Sagaing, Magway, Man-
dalay and Bago regions.
Among them, Mandalay
Region is the second-largest
cotton-producing region.
Therefore, it is possible to
successfully develop cotton-
based industrial production
within Mandalay Region. If
cotton production can be fur-
ther improved, it will bring
significant benefits to both
the region and the country.
Efforts will also be made, in
coordination with relevant
authorities, to promote the
growth of the weaving in-
dustry within Mandalay
Region. From cotton, yarn
and textile products can be
produced, and cottonseed
oil as well as animal feed
from cottonseed cake can
also be manufactured. Cot-
ton processing machines are
also being experimentally
produced, and once suc-
cessful, they will be fur-
ther distributed. Therefore,
efforts are encouraged to
promote the development
of cotton-based industries in
Mandalay Region.

Products must have
access to markets and be
marketable goods. For the
development of the national
economy, it is essential that

every citizen possesses eco-
nomic awareness. Therefore,
the economic subject is be-
ing taught in universities.
“Where goods are the same,
the price must be lower;
where prices are the same,
the quality must be better.”
If this principle is applied,
greater market access can be
achieved.

It would be better to
adopt the cooperative system
for regional development.
As a collective approach,
it enables those engaged in
agriculture and livestock
production to work together,
especially benefiting smaller
or weaker producers. In
doing so, businesses can
become more successful
and generate higher income.
The cooperative system is
also widely practiced in
developed countries around
the world.

Schools will reopen on
June 1, with enrollment week
activities scheduled to begin
on the 25" of this month.
Efforts are encouraged to
ensure that all school-age
children in Mandalay Re-
gion are enrolled and that
schools can reopen fully and
resume teaching.

Greenery and tourism
development

Regarding water sup-
ply, efforts will be made to
make effective use of exist-
ing resources to ensure an
adequate water supply in
Mandalay Region. In terms
of greenery, while the hot
weather cannot be changed,
its impact can be reduced

by planting trees in villages
and towns and carrying out
systematic roadside tree
planting. These measures
will help create a greener
environment and a more
balanced climate. A green
landscape and a healthy en-
vironment can provide both
visual appeal and a sense of
comfort for residents, while
also attracting more visitors
to the region. As the say-
ing goes, “Guests will only
come to a happy house,” all
stakeholders are encouraged
to work together to enhance
the beauty of the region, pre-
serve its traditional heritage,
improve traditional clothing
and cuisine, and provide
quality services. The Presi-
dent said that the growth
of domestic tourism would
make a significant contribu-
tion to the local economy
and stressed the importance
of promoting the tourism
sector. He also urged all
concerned to work together
to advance the develop-
ment of Mandalay Region,
which has strong potential
for growth.

The President toured
the exhibition booths and
viewed with interest the
products, local food items,
handicrafts, and garments
produced by micro, small
and medium-sized enter-
prises (MSMEs) in Man-
dalay Region. Based on
the presentations made by
officials, he provided the
necessary guidance and
instructions.

100

7 more Chinese fugitives illegally entering Myanmar,
committing online gambling/scams near Thanlwin
river in Mongman township detained

Nay Pyi Taw May 15

On tips that there were
online scam and gambling
operations and illegal for-
eigners along the eastern
bank of the Thanlwin River
in Mongman township in
Shan State (North), com-
bined teams comprising
departmental officials are
launching operations ener-
getically and seven more
Chinese fugitives who
committed online gam-
bling/scams were detained
today.

As combined teams
comprising security forces
continued to launch neces-
sary operations, seven more
Chinese fugitives who com-
mitted online gambling/
scams at about 45 kilom-
eters northwest of Mongman
township along the Thanlwin
river were detained includ-
ing one at 2.45 pm, another
one at 3.10 pm and five more
at 3.30 pm today.

Action will be taken
against the detainees effec-
tively in accordance with

the law and those who were
involved behind the scene
will also be exposed and
measures will be taken to
take effective action against
them in accordance with
the law.

The government of My-
anmar has considered the
combat against online gam-
bling/scams, which have
endangered the international
community and the entire
world, as a national respon-
sibility and has been actively
coordinating not only with

local forces but also with
neighbouring governments
to prevent them from taking
root in Myanmar. Moreover,
foreigners who entered My-
anmar for various reasons
and were involved in online
gambling/scams one way
or another are also being
investigated in accordance
with the law and repatri-
ated to relevant countries
on humanitarian grounds
and out of friendship among
nations while main culprits
are detained, repatriated

officially to relevant coun-
tries and punished effec-
-

tnotEomed

lOnckillegalkEhinese

tively in accordance with

the law. 100
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146 members from PDF-designated terrorist groups, who have
come to accept and believe in the state and military’s peace
processes, re-enter legal fold along with weapons and ammunition,
systematically handed over to their parents and guardians

Hlegallfold) =

Nay Pyi Taw May 15

The government has been
inviting those who are pre-
sent within various armed
opposition groups, including
those operating under differ-
ent names such as the PDF, to
re-enter the legal framework.
It has also been providing
necessary assistance to those
who return, handing them
over to their parents/guard-
ians. Consequently, 146 indi-
viduals—133 males and 13 fe-
males—from PDF-designated
groups, who have come to
accept and trust the state and
military’s peace processes,
have now re-entered the legal
framework.

The handover of these re-
turnees to their parents/guard-
ians took place this afternoon
at the Zeyar Thiri Hall of the
North-West Command. The
ceremony was attended by Sa-
gaing Region Chief Minister
U Ko Lay, Commander Major
General Kyaw Thura, offi-
cials, departmental representa-
tives, the returnees, and their
parents/guardians.

First, the Commander
delivered an educational ad-
dress on regional stability,
peace, and legal provisions.
Following this, the returnees
surrendered five homemade
pistols, six bolt-action ri-
fles, and two walkie-talkies,

which were accepted by the
Commander. Subsequently,
the Chief Minister and the
Commander provided cash
rewards: 2.5 million kyats for
the five homemade pistols, 30
million kyats for the six bolt-
action rifles, 400,000 kyats for
the two walkie-talkies, and 1.9
million kyats for the returnees
themselves—totaling 34.8
million kyats—along with
food supplies. The returnees
accepted these provisions.
Then, the returnees signed
pledge forms and were sys-
tematically handed over to
their parents/guardians.
Similarly, in separate cer-
emonies: 66 individuals (61
males, 5 females) from PDF-
designated terrorist groups
returned with one pistol, nine
bolt-action rifles, and 71 hand
grenades. They were handed
over at the Aung Sit The Hall
in Sagaing, Sagaing Region.
43 individuals (40 males, 3
females) returned with 17
bolt-action rifles, two hand
grenades, and one mine. They
were handed over at the Aung
San Hall in Kalay. 18 individu-
als (16 males, 2 females) re-
turned with one hand grenade.

arms and ammunitionfhanded-over_by those returning to the
~-

e

guardians.

The officials provided
rewards: 500,000 kyats for the
pistol, 130 million kyats for
the 26 bolt-action rifles, 22.2
million kyats for the 74 hand
grenades, 300,000 kyats for
the one mine, and 12.7 million
kyats for the returnees them-
selves—totaling 165.7 million
kyats—plus food supplies,
which the returnees accepted.

In today’s events, the re-
turnees who believe in the
peace processes and genuinely
desire regional stability com-
prised 146 individuals from
various townships: 1 male
from Yinmabin Township; 1
male from Sarlingyi Town-
ship; 11 males and 1 female
from Pale Township; 3 males
from Monywa Township; 2
females from Myinmu Town-
ship; 5 males and 1 female
from Homalin Township; 2
males from Tamu Township;
33 males and 2 females from
Kalay Township; 56 males

They were handed over at the [

Aung Zeya Hall in Shwebo.
These ceremonies were at-
tended by relevant officials,
returnees, and their parents/

and 5 females from Sagaing
Township; 4 males from Hti-
gyaing Township; 1 male from
Katha Township; and 16 males
and 2 females from Shwebo
Township.

Most of these returnees
from PDF-designated groups

had been forcibly recruited

under threats to their families.
They decided to abandon the
armed path and re-enter the
legal framework because they
could no longer accept the
violent acts, including hier-
archical oppression, killings,
and sexual assaults within the
groups; they could no longer
resist the military’s offensives
and became demoralized; they
came to believe in the state and
military’s peace processes;
they wished to live peace-
fully within the law; and they
wanted to repay the state and
public for the harm caused.

The state continues to
welcome returnees, provide
necessary support, and sys-
tematically hand them over
to their parents/guardians. It
is understood that many more
individuals wish to re-enter the
legal framework. Those who
wish to return are encouraged
to promptly contact the nearest
district or township adminis-
trative bodies, military camps,
or police stations, where they
will be welcomed, assisted,
and appropriately rewarded
for surrendered weapons and
ammunition.

We also hear the heartfelt
voices of those who have re-
turned to the legal framework.

1. T joined the terrorist or-
ganization because my friends
persuaded me. Four or five
days after joining the terrorist

organization, [ attended a train-
ing course. They taught us dis-
assembly and disassembly of
guns and techniques of laying
and blasting mines. After the
training course, [ was assigned
guarding posts and cooking
rice. They live comfortably
with money collected from
gates and ransoms. However,
we had to ask for money from
our parents when we wanted to
eat better dishes. Later, [ was
frustrated and intended to re-
turn to the legal fold. They said
those who returned to the legal
fold would be killed or jailed.
When I actually returned to
the legal fold, what happened
was quite different from what
they said. I returned to the
legal fold, as I am a youth and
have my own future. I didn't
want to waste my time in the
jungle. Therefore, I decided to
return to the legal fold. When I
returned to the legal fold, I was
not touched by a finger and
greeted warmly. They arranged
accommodation and food for
me. [ am also sure that I will
be sent to my parents after the
ceremony. When I get home, |
will resume my previous job.
Here, I would like to invite
brothers and sisters who are
still in the jungle to return
to the legal fold as soon as
possible.

2. We had to join the PDF
terrorist group because they
threatened us, saying they
needed manpower in our vil-
lage area and that we must
join. We joined because we
were afraid we would be killed
if we did not. During the
training period, they taught
us how to handle small arms
and how to plant and make

mines. When we returned after
graduating from the training,
I had to perform guard duty.
During my time in this PDF
terrorist group, they burned
down villages they were dis-
satisfied with. As for women,
they spared neither the young
nor the old; if they liked them,
they raped and killed them.
They also arrested and beat the
elders. They collected extor-
tion money from the villages
as well. The reason I consid-
ered surrendering now is that [
know my actions were wrong.
Having been away from my
family for a long time, [ want
to live happily with my own
family. That is why, as a young
person, I surrendered because
I want to live my life hap-
pily with my family and work
decently for a living. When 1
surrendered, I was a little wor-
ried about whether it would
be okay. However, it turned
out to be completely different
from what [ had expected, and
I'am very grateful for the warm
welcome and support. When
I go back from here and am
handed over to my parents, |
will live with my parents and
do a job decently. Therefore, I
want to speak from this place
to the brothers and sisters who
want to surrender but have not
had the opportunity within the
PDF terrorist group. I want
to urge you not to listen to
misinformation and to know
that when we surrendered,
we were warmly welcomed
and provided with support,
which is our own firsthand
experience. That is why I
want to invite you from this
place to surrender as soon as
possible. 100

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers, and
members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect the
lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.
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- "Transactional but pivotal: how Xi-
Trump talks could redefine US-China
fault lines" South China Morning Post.
- "Trump-Xi summit will be about
managing US-China rivalry, not re-

solving it" Chatham House.
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