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43 more illegal Chinese immigrants arrested near Wanmai
Vlllage, Kall town, Kunhein Township, Shan State (South)

Nay Pyi Taw May 1
The Myanmar govern-

ment has been annihilating
online scam and gambling,

which constitute a severe,
multifaceted menace to the
world, in all seriousness, as
a national task, and cooper-

ating and coordinating with
governments of the neighou-
ring countries, alongside the
internal forces in energeti-

cally crushing and prevent-
ing the illegal business from
taking foothold in Myanmar
at all. At the same time,
the departmental combined
teams from regions and
states are also conducting
detailed checks and proper
supervision in launching an-

&
W ti-online scam and gambling

and preventing foreigners
from illegally entering and
residing in Myanmar.
Acting on information
that illegal immigrants had
arrived at a Thanlwin river
jetty near Wanmai village,
Kali town, Kunhein Town-
ship, Shan State (South),

combined teams comprising
security forces, administra-
tive bodies and departmental
personnel checked the place,
found and detained 43 il-
legal male Chinese immi-
grants at about 2 am today.

According to the initial
confession of the detain-
ees, they were running il-
legal online gambling in
Tanyang Township, Shan
State (North), and were
arrested while trying to
flee to China through jun-
gle route as security forces
were exposing and arresting
the online scammers in the
township.

The Myanmar govern-
ment is dynamically launch-
ing coordinated anti-online
scam and gambling op-
erations and conducting
legal investigation on any
foreigner who is in My-
anmar and is involved in
the criminal activities. The
government is transferring
some of the suspects back
to their countries in view of
mutual friendship and on hu-
manitarian grounds. It also
detains the main suspects,
extradite them back to the
relevant government, and
take severe action against

them. 100

Farmers grow more than 3,000 acres of
summer sesame in Yinmabin District

Yinmabin May 1

The agricultural data of
Sagaing Region Department
of Agriculture indicated that
local farmers have com-
pleted cultivation of more
than 3,000 acres of summer
sesame in Yinmabin District
of Sagaing Region.

Local authorities set a
plan to grow 3,673 acres of
summer sesame in the district
this year. In this regard, local
farmers planted 2,379 acres
of summer sesame, 888 acres
in Salingyi Township and
237 acres in Pale Township,
totalling 2,504 acres against

the target cultivation.
“During this year’s sum-
mer cropping season, a total
of 3,673 acres of summer
sesame have been targeted
for cultivation in Yinma-
bin District. As of today,
3,504 acres have already
been planted. Efforts are
being made to meet the full
target acreage. Measures
are also being undertaken to
expand sesame cultivation
areas, improve yields, and
promote cultivation using
Good Agricultural Practices
(GAP),” said Dr Tin Mar Mar
0o, Assistant Director of the

Sagaing Region Department
of Agriculture.

For the 2025-2026 sum-
mer cropping season, the
target acreage for summer
sesame cultivation in Yin-
mabin District by township
is 2,079 acres in Yinmabin
Township, 803 acres in Kani
Township, and 791 acres
in Pale Township, totalling
3,673 acres.

This year, the relevant
Township Departments of
Agriculture in Yinmabin
District have been providing
awareness and support to
sesame farmers to expand

cultivation, apply proper cul-
tivation techniques including
GAP methods, use high-
quality and pure seeds, and
adopt high-yielding varieties.

Crops produced under
the GAP system are known
to have better quality and
fetch higher prices compared
to those grown using other
methods. In addition to strong
domestic market demand,
they also have export poten-
tial. As a result, farmers adopt-
ing GAP practices can gain
greater economic benefits and
improve their socioeconomic
conditions. 206

All plantations of potato harvested in Sagaing Region

Sagaing May 1

Statistics of Sagaing Re-
gion Agriculture Depart-
ment stated that local farmres
harvested all plantations of
potato in Sagaing Region.

In Sagaing Region, a
total of 5,990 acres of pota-
toes were cultivated during
the winter cropping season.
Harvesting of these potato
fields began in February
this year, and as of today, all
5,990 acres have been fully
harvested. The harvested
areas include 651 acres in

Mawlaik District, 837 acres
in Tamu District, 319 acres
in Kalay District, 125 acres in
Khamti District, 360 acres in
Homalin District, 407 acres
in the Naga Self-Adminis-
tered Zone, 1,753 acres in
Shwebo District, 250 acres
in Ye-U District, 202 acres
in Sagaing District, 896 acres
in Katha District, and 190
acres in Kawlin District. The
average yield was reported at
4,513.53 viss per acre.

“In Sagaing Region, po-
tatoes were cultivated on

5,990 acres. At present, all
cultivated areas have been
completely harvested. Al-
though potato cultivation is
not on a large scale in the
region, it remains a com-
monly consumed crop, so the
cultivation area is maintained
at a steady level. There has
not been significant expan-
sion, and some supplies are
imported from other areas,
including potatoes from Shan
State,” said Dr Tin Mar Mar
Oo, Assistant Director of the
Sagaing Region Agriculture

Department.

In Sagaing Region, the
Agriculture Department is
supporting potato farmers to
expand cultivation areas, use
high-quality seeds, and adopt
GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices) methods.

The potato market in
Sagaing Region is currently
favorable. The cost of culti-
vating one acre of potatoes
ranges between K800,000
and K900,000, and yields
are reported at about 3,500
to 4,000 viss per acre. 206

Kalay District
sees completion of
harvesting all
lima bean

Kalay May 1

Kalay District Agricul-
ture Department stated that
local farmers have harvested
all sown acreage of lima bean
in Kalay District of Sagaing
Region.

During the winter crop-
ping season in Kalay District,
a total of 1,128 acres of lima
bean were cultivated. Har-
vesting of these lima bean
fields began in January this
year, and up to the present,
176 acres have been harvest-
ed in Kalewa Township and
952 acres in Mingin Town-
ship, totaling 1,128 acres
harvested. The average yield
exceeded 17 baskets per acre.

“In Kalay District, 1,128
acres of lima bean were cul-
tivated during the winter
cropping season. At present,
all of the cultivated acreage
has been fully harvested.
During the cultivation pe-
riod, necessary technical as-

sistance, seeds, and pest and
disease prevention methods
were provided through field-
level support,” said U Aung,
District Staff Officer of the
Department of Agriculture in
Kalay District.

In Kalay District, the
Township Departments of
Agriculture provided aware-
ness and support to lima bean
farmers to improve yields,
ensure access to regionally
suitable high-quality and
pure seeds, apply correct
cultivation methods, prevent
pest infestations, and use
fertilizers systematically.

This year, officials from
relevant township Depart-
ment of Agriculture cooper-
ated with local farmers in
providing necessary agricul-
tural inputs, quality strains of
crops and post-harvest tech-
nology in order to increase
per-acre yield of crops with

high quality. 206

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

Public Notice for Elimination

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

of Violence

, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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Katha District finishes 100% harvest of
black gram

Katha May 1

According to the district
Department of Agriculture,
local farmers harvested all
plantations of black gram
in Katha District of Sagaing
Region.

During the winter crop-
ping season in Katha Dis-
trict, a total of 1,065 acres
of black gram were culti-
vated. Harvesting of these

&

rééress ina 'ﬁw

black gram fields began in

January this year, and to
date, 45 acres have been
harvested in Katha Township
and 1,020 acres in Htigya-
ing Township, bringing the
total harvested area to 1,065
acres. The average yield was
reported at 18.45 baskets
per acre.

“In Katha District, only
1,065 acres of black gram

were cultivated during the
winter cropping season.
At present, all of the cul-
tivated acreage has been
fully harvested. During the
cultivation period, necessary
technical assistance, quality
seeds, and pest and disease
control measures were pro-
vided through field-level
support,” said Daw Khin
Myat Myat Oo, Head of the

Department of Agriculture in
Katha District.

In Katha District, the
Township Department of
Agriculture provided aware-

| ness and support to black

gram farmers to ensure
access to regionally suit-
able high-quality and pure
seeds, correct cultivation
methods, effective pest
control, systematic use of
fertilizers, and improved

: yields.

During this year’s winter
cropping season, for the
cultivation of various puls-
es, the relevant Township
Department of Agriculture
cooperated with farmers by
providing necessary quality
seeds, agricultural inputs,
and post-harvest technol-
ogy support to improve both
yield and quality of pulse
crops.

206

Farmers finish harvest of garden pea
in Mawlaik District

Mawlaik May 1

Statistics of Mawlaik
District of Department of
Agriculture mentioned that
local farmers have harvested
all plantations of garden
pea in Mawlaik District of
Sagaing Region.

In Mawlaik District, dur-
ing the winter cropping sea-
son, a total of 2,392 acres
of garden pea were culti-
vated. Harvesting of these
garden pea fields began in
January this year, and as

of today, harvesting has
been completed on all 2,392
acres—471 acres in Mawlaik
Township and 1,921 acres
in Phaungpyin Township—
with an average yield of
17.11 baskets per acre.
“During the winter crop-
ping season in Mawlaik Dis-
trict, 2,392 acres of garden
pea were cultivated in order
to increase the production of
pulses and ensure food suf-
ficiency. At present, all of the
cultivated garden pea fields

have been fully harvested.
As garden pea is widely con-
sumed domestically, it has a
stable market, and farmers
are doing well,” said Daw
Kywe Kywe Hlaing, Head
of the District Agriculture
Department in Mawlaik
District.

In Mawlaik District, the
Township Agriculture De-
partment provided support
and awareness to garden
pea farmers to achieve bet-
ter yields, including access

to high-quality and region-
ally suitable seeds, correct
cultivation techniques, pest
control, and the systematic
use of fertilizers.

During this year’s winter
cropping season, the rel-
evant Township Agriculture
Departments also worked in
coordination with farmers to
supply quality seeds, neces-
sary inputs, and post-harvest
technologies to improve
both yield and quality of
pulse crops. 206

Trump

weighs

to cut U.S. troops in
at least 3 European
nations

Washington May 1

U.S. President Donald
Trump said Thursday he may
reduce U.S. military presence
in Spain and Italy, one day
after he announced that his
administration is assessing
a possible cut of troops in
Germany.

"Yeah, probably will,"
Trump told reporters at the
White House when asked
about the possible reduction.

"Why shouldn't 1? Italy
has not been of any help.
Spain has been horrible. Ab-
solutely," said Trump, again
slamming European allies for
not helping in the U.S.-Israeli
war against Iran.

Trump again criticized
German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz, claiming Merz "is do-

ing a terrible job." Earlier this
week, Merz said the United
States is "being humiliated"
by Iran.

In a post on Truth Social
on Wednesday, Trump said
the United States is consider-
ing the possible reduction of
troops in Germany, and the
decision will be made with a
determination "over the next
short period of time."

Also on Wednesday,
Merz sought to downplay his
row with Trump, saying that
his personal relationship with
the U.S. president remains
good, calling for a swift
resolution to the conflicts in
Iran as Germany and Europe
are suffering considerably
from the consequences of the

conflicts. Xinhua

More than 4,000 acres of summer paddy
planted in Sagaing Township

Sagaing May 1

Statistics of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture in Sa-
gaing Township stated that
local farmers have so far
planted more than 4,000
acres of summer paddy in
Sagaing Township of Saga-
ing Region.

Local authorities ear-
marked cultivation of 4,350
acres of summer paddy in
Sagaing Township in 2025-
26 summer crop cultivation
season but local farmers
have panted 4,269 acres of
summer paddy against the

target cultivation since Janu-
ary this year.

“In Sagaing Township,
during this year’s summer
cropping season, 4,350 acres
of summer paddy were tar-
geted for cultivation, of
which 4,269 acres have al-
ready been planted. Efforts
are being made to meet the
full target acreage. Summer
paddy farmers are being pro-
vided with agricultural tech-
nical guidance, awareness on
pest prevention, measures to
avoid crop losses, and advice
to ensure that harvested

paddy is transported under
shelter in a timely manner,”
said U Myo Thant Aung,
Head of the Department
of Agriculture in Sagaing
Township.

In Sagaing Township, to
help summer paddy farm-
ers increase yield per acre
and achieve target yields,
the distribution of quality
and pure seeds, dissemina-
tion of technical pamphlets,
farmer training courses and
educational talks, and timely
provision of necessary ag-
ricultural inputs are being

carried out.

Farmers are also be-
ing urged to make advance
preparations in coordination
with the Department of Agri-
culture, including following
issued guidelines on crop
pest and disease prevention,
undertaking soil nutrient
management activities, and
collecting quality seeds in
advance, in order to ensure
timely cultivation of sum-
mer paddy and other crops
after the harvest of monsoon
paddy and other seasonal

Crops. 206

UN chief warns of
severe consequences
of prolonged
Hormuz closure

United Nations May 1

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres on Thurs-
day warned of devastating
consequences of prolonged
disruptions in the Strait of
Hormuz.

In a press encounter, Gu-
terres offered three scenarios.
In the worst-case scenario
where the strait remained
closed until the end of the
year, global inflation would
skyrocket past 6 percent, and
growth would plummet to 2
percent.

"Immense suffering takes
hold, especially among the
world's most vulnerable pop-
ulations. And we confront the
specter of a global recession,
with dramatic impacts on
people, on the economy, and
on political and social stabil-
ity," he warned.

Guterres said these con-
sequences are not cumulative
but exponential. The longer
this vital artery is choked, the
harder it will be to reverse the
damage and the higher the
cost to humanity.

Even in the best-case sce-
nario, "where restrictions are
lifted today," supply chains
will take months to recover,
prolonging lower economic
output and higher prices, he
warned.

According to the UN
chief, in that scenario, this
year's global economic
growth would still drop from
3.4 to 3.1 percent. Global
inflation, which had been de-
clining, would climb from 3.8
to 4.4 percent. Global mer-
chandise trade growth would
shrink from 4.7 percent last
year to roughly 2 percent,
with some meaningful supply
chain interruptions.

In a second scenario,
where disruption drags on
through midyear, global eco-
nomic growth would fall to
2.5 percent. Inflation would
rise to 5.4 percent. Some 32
million more people would
be pushed into poverty and
45 million more people
would face extreme hunger,
he said.

Xinhua
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1. Reuters Breakingviews. (2026, April
17). Gulf crisis moves from acute to
chronic phase. Reuters Commentary.

2. Reuters. (2026, April 17). Global mar-
kets surge as Iran says Strait of Hor-

muz open during ceasefire. Reuters

News.
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