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Meeting on availability of sufficient fuel supply and

chemical fertilizers for agriculture held

Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar Chair-
man of the State Security and Peace Commission Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing delivers address

: Actlng' President/ofitheRepublic Gﬁ@]ﬁ@]ﬁi}n@ﬂ\ﬂmﬂm@mﬂm ofithe Securlty
SenlorrGeneral Min’AungiHlaingjtakesjpartiinithe}meeting}

Nay Pyi Taw April 1

A meeting on availabil-
ity of sufficient fuel supply
and sufficient volume of
chemical fertilizers for ag-
riculture took place at the
Office of National Defence
and Security Council here
this afternoon, addressed
by Acting President of the
Republic of the Union of
Myanmar Chairman of the
State Security and Peace
Commission Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present were SSPC
member Prime Minister U
Nyo Saw, SSPC member
U Aung Lin Dway, SSPC
Secretary Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services
General Ye Win Oo, Union
Minister for Home Affairs
Lt-Gen Hpone Myat, Union
Minister for Finance and

Revenue Dr Kan Zaw, Union
Auditor-General Dr Khin
Naing Oo and Governor of
Central Bank of Myanmar
Daw Than Than Swe.

In his keynote speech
the Senior General said the
world is facing fuel short-
ages due to the current cri-
sis in the Middle East, and
Myanmar is trying to solve
and overcome the difficulty.

To reduce domestic fuel
consumption, measures such
as an odd-and-even num-
ber scheme for cars and
motorcycles, a QR code
system for fueling, and a
weekly Wednesday work-
from-home program for gov-
ernment departments were
recently adopted. Conse-
quently, fuel consumption
can be reduced to a certain
degree.

He stated that as fuel
prices rise, commodity
prices may also increase in
line with the flow of goods.
Therefore, the state is mak-
ing arrangements to ensure
that diesel fuel, which is
essential for public trans-
portation, can be purchased
at affordable prices. To pre-
vent rising transportation
costs from driving up com-
modity prices, he noted the
need to prioritize the use of
rail transport, a key public
transportation service, for
the movement of goods.

He noted that along with
the recent rise in fuel prices,
there has been a slight in-
crease in dollar exchange
rates. This rise in the dollar's
value is due to the higher
cost of foreign imports, in-
cluding fuel, which requires

larger amounts of currency
to be spent. He stated that
efforts must prioritize low-
income citizens and civil
servants to ensure domestic
commodity prices do not
rise. To prevent further fuel
price hikes, he noted the
need to consider reducing
taxes and duties collected on
fuel imports. Furthermore,
priority must be given to
importing diesel fuel, which
is primarily used for public
transportation services.

He stated that as the cur-
rent season has transitioned
into the hot and dry summer,
the use of air conditioners
has increased. He observed
that this has led to higher
electricity consumption, as
well as the increased use of
generators. He stated that
it is necessary to conserve

electricity and reduce the use
of generator fuel and motor
vehicles. By reducing fuel
consumption, foreign cur-
rency expenditures can also
be minimized. To further
reduce fuel dependency, he
noted the need to implement
a system for importing EV
cars by trading in old, fuel-
consuming vehicles.

Then, he stated that be-
cause the rail transport sys-
tem reduces costs for the
movement of goods, it is
necessary to expand the
operation of freight trains.
He noted that relevant min-
istries, as well as regional
and state authorities, must
ensure the rail freight system
is widely utilized.

Agriculture needs inputs
such as water and fertilizers
and fuel will be needed for
tractors and pumps. There-
fore, it is necessary to carry
out solar river-water pump-
ing tasks to reduce fuel
needs. As fertilizer prices
have risen with rising fuel
prices, measures must be
taken to reduce the use of
chemical fertilizer and to
encourage the use of natu-
ral fertilizers. Provision of
agricultural subsidies and
relaxing taxes for fertilizers
can be decreased as much as
possible will make fertiliz-
ers essential for agriculture
available at the hands of
farmers. We are mainly re-
sponsible for making efforts

for the security of food,
water and basic needs of the
people.

As edible oil is imported
annually to meet the domes-
tic demand, the government
has to spend a large sum
of foreign exchange. Steps
must be taken to expand the
cultivation of oil crops like
sunflower, soya beans and
sesame, which are thriving
in the country. If sunflower
cultivation can be expand-
ed, edible oil imports from
other countries and foreign
exchange spending can be
reduced. It is necessary to
distribute chemical fertiliz-
ers needed by farmers to
their hands at cheap prices.
As the government has been
fulfilling the needs of farm-
ers, they are required to
produce crops as much as
possible.

Then, participants re-
ported to the meeting on
continuous efforts to import
fuel from other countries
to address domestic fuel
shortages, measures taken
to supply fuel sufficiently for
public transportation such
as trains, ships and buses
and preparations made for
distribution of fertilizers for
agriculture sufficiently.

Afterward, the Acting
President attended to the
needs of the reports and
gave necessary instructions
before the conclusion of the

meeting. 100

London April 1

British Prime Minister
Keir Starmer said Wednes-
day that Britain will host an
international summit this
week on restoring freedom
of navigation in the Strait
of Hormuz.

Speaking at a morning
press conference, Starm-
er said Foreign Secretary
Yvette Cooper would host

Britain to host int'l summit on Strait of

Hormuz, says PM Starmer

the meeting of international
leaders as part of efforts to
address the growing eco-
nomic impact of the conflict
in the Middle East.

He said Britain would
not be drawn into the con-
flict and stressed that the
best way to deal with rising
living costs was to push for
de-escalation and ensure
the Strait of Hormuz is

reopened.

"To that end, we are
exploring each and every
diplomatic avenue that is
available to us," he said.

Starmer also warned of
economic pressure stem-
ming from the situation,
saying the outlook would
depend on how long the
conflict lasts and how
quickly the Strait of Hor-

muz reopens.
U.S. President Donald
Trump said on Tuesday
he is not ready "quite yet"
to withdraw U.S. military
support from efforts to force
Iran to reopen the Strait of
Hormugz, a critical artery for
global oil and fuel flows,
while urging allies to take

on a greater role.
Xinhua
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Danubyu Township dispatches sale of
Pakhan variety paddy to Yangon

oto!s ow,sga Pakhan
' T T e s bt ™o (L '.'.,v_ YR

Danubyu April 1

Local merchants from
Danubyu Township in Ay-
eyawady Region sent 60,000
baskets of Pakhan variety
paddy to Yangon market in
February, said Daw Thuza
Win, the owner of rice and

paddy trading in Danubyu
Township.

From Danubyu Town-
ship to the Yangon market,
only about 60,000 baskets of
Pakhan variety paddy were
shipped and sold during
January this year. In Febru-

market in February

ary, up to 60,000 baskets
were also transported and
sold within that month.
“During the past month,
around 60,000 baskets of
Pakhan paddy were exported
and sold from Danubyu
Township. The Pakhan pad-

dy sent to the Yangon market
is of fairly good quality.
This variety belongs to the
non-premium grain group.
Demand from buyers in the
Yangon market has been
strong, which is why ship-
ments have increased. At

¥ present, paddy prices are

also rising. Pakhan paddy
is in high demand even in
the domestic rice and paddy
market,” said Daw Thuzar
Win.

Over the past month, the
price of Pakhan paddy ex-
ported to the Yangon market
reached up to K1,443,000
per 100 baskets. Due to
strong trading, farmers, trad-
ers, cargo handlers, and
freight transport operators
have been gaining more
employment opportunities.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Public

and robbing.

general public.

for Elimination of

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Notice

Labutta Township sends 60,000 viss of
flower crabs to Yangon market in Feb

Labutta April 1

Local fishery businessper-
sons from Labutta Township
of Ayeyawady Region sent
60,000 viss of flower crabs
to Yangon market in Febru-
ary, said Daw Sanda Lin,
the owner of seafood trading
depot in Labutta Township.

They sent 45,000 viss of
flower crabs to Yangon mar-
ket in January, compared to
60,000 viss in February.

Demand from the Yangon
market for flower crabs has
increased, leading to strong
shipment volumes. Aquatic
products, including crabs,
are primarily being trans-

ported and sold in the Yangon
market.

Over the past month, up
to 60,000 viss of flower crabs
were shipped and sold. At
present, aquatic products ex-
ported from this area continue
to see strong demand from the
Yangon market. The rising
demand for crabs is attributed

to both domestic consumption £ '

aquatic products, including
flower crabs from Laputta
Township, are being trans-
ported and sold to the Yangon
market. The current price for
flower crabs has reached up to

needs and the availability of 5d

export markets.

As purchasing power for
crabs has strengthened, those
involved in the fisheries sector
have been able to expand their
trading activities.

Daw Sanda Lin said that

Elowererabslscenta dalmarkeiys. & o

K300,000 per 10 viss. Due to
the strong demand, fishermen,
traders, and freight transport
operators have all experienced
improved business conditions.

A large volume of
taro supplied to
Yangon market in
February

Pantanaw April 1
Merchants from Panta-

8 | naw Township of Ayeyawady

Region supplied a large vol-
ume of taro to Yangon mar-
ket in February, said Daw

= '| Aye Maw, the green gro-

All plantations of butter bean reaped
in Htigyaing Township

Htigyaing April 1

All sown acreage of but-
ter bean has been harvested
in Htigyaing Township of
Sagaing Region, according
to the statistics of the town-
ship Agriculture Depart-
ment.

During the winter crop-
ping season in Htigyaing
Township, a total of 3,501
acres of butter bean were
cultivated. Harvesting of
these fields began in January

this year, and as of today,
100 percent of the acreage
has been completed, with
an average yield of 16.89
baskets per acre.

“In Htigyaing Township,
3,501 acres of butter bean
were cultivated during the
winter season. At present, all
cultivated fields have been
fully harvested. Butter bean
is grown only in the winter
season, and its cultivation
has been successful. Since it

fetches a good market price,
farmers rely on it for cultiva-
tion,” said U Ko Ko Aung,
Head of the Department of
Agriculture in Htigyaing
Township.

In Htigyaing Township,
during this year’s monsoon
cropping season, local farm-
ers cultivated butter bean
both as a main crop and,
in some cases, as an inter-
cropped crop to generate
additional income.

This year, the Township
Department of Agriculture
has been supporting farmers
growing various pulses by
helping to improve yields,
promoting the use of high-

cery wholesaler in Pantanaw
Township.

From Pantanaw Town-
ship to the Yangon market,
only about 50,000 viss of taro
were shipped and sold during
January this year. In Febru-
ary, shipments increased to
as much as 72,000 viss within
that month.

“During the past month,
up to 72,000 viss of taro
were transported and sold
to the Yangon market. The

quality seeds, and provid- | F*

ing necessary technical as-
sistance. It has also shared
knowledge on preparing and
using natural pesticides for
pest and disease prevention,
as well as on timely harvest-
ing practices. 206

mear— b= W
"y f‘;‘" R
» 5 A : "

taro exported from Pantanaw
Township is of good quality.
From Pantanaw, we mainly
send agricultural products to
the Yangon market. Demand
from buyers in Yangon for
taro produced in this region
has been strong, which is why
shipments have increased.
These taro are locally grown
by farmers in this area,” said
Daw Aye Maw.

Over the past month, the
price of taro exported to the
Yangon market reached up
to K85,000 per 10 viss. Due
to the strong sales, farmers,
traders, cargo handlers, and
freight workers have been
gaining more job opportuni-

ties. Kyaw Kyaw Lin
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