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Sagaing District cultivates more than
1,000 acres of niger

ad e T
hlvmg:

Sagaing February 18

Local farmers planted
1,846 acres of niger as
cold season crops in Sa-
gaing District of Sagaing
Region this year, according
to the district Agriculture
Department.

During the 2025-2026

winter cropping season,
Sagaing District planned
to cultivate niger on 1,870
acres. Planting began in Oc-
tober 2025, and as of to-
day, a total of 1,846 acres
have been cultivated—1,090
acres in Sagaing Township
and 756 acres in Myaung

acres have already been
planted. Efforts are also being
made to ensure cultivation
meets the planned acreage
target,” said Daw Myat Moe
Win, District Head of the
Department of Agriculture in
Sagaing District.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season, the
township-wise cultivation

targets for niger in Sagaing

District were set at 1,115

M| acres in Sagaing Township

Township, according to
reports.

“Niger is cultivated every
year. It is used both as an
edible oil and for medicinal
purposes. This winter season,
Sagaing District planned
to cultivate niger on 1,870
acres, and at present, 1,846

B! and 755 acres in Myaung

Township, totaling 1,870
acres.

Niger cultivation in Sa-
gaing District is carried out
regularly on a year-by-year
basis. Within the Sagaing
Region, niger and mustard
crops are most common-
ly cultivated in Katha and

Kawlin townships. 206

Shwebo District grows 2,600 acres
of lablab beans

Shwebo February 18

According to the district
Agriculture Department,
local farmers have grown
2,600 acres of lablab bean as
cold season crops in Shwebo
District of Sagaing Region.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season,
Shwebo District plans to
cultivate 3,475 acres of lab-
lab bean (pe-gyi). Planting
began in October 2025, and
as of today, a total of 2,600
acres have been success-
fully planted—488 acres in
KhinU Township and 2,112

acres in Wetlet Township.
“During the winter crop-
ping season in Shwebo Dis-
trict, more than 3,000 acres
of lablab bean were tar-
geted for cultivation, and
over 2,000 acres have been
planted so far. Efforts are
being made to meet the full
target acreage for lablab
bean cultivation. To ensure
good yields and quality, we
are working together with
farmers to provide quality
seeds, agricultural inputs,
and post-harvest technolo-
gies,” said Daw Zar Zar Min,

Assistant Director of the
Shwebo District Department
of Agriculture.

For the 2025-2026 winter
cropping season, the town-
ship-wise cultivation targets
for lablab bean in Shwebo
District are 1,350 acres in
KhinU Township and 2,125
acres in Wetlet Township,
totalling 3,475 acres.

In Shwebo District, the
Township Departments of
Agriculture are carrying out
awareness-raising activities
to help farmers expand lab-
lab bean cultivation areas,

improve crop yields, adopt
Good Agricultural Practices
(GAP), use quality seeds, and
grow high-yielding varieties.

Crops cultivated using
GAP methods are reported
to have better quality than
those grown under other
practices, command higher
prices, and meet standards
suitable not only for do-
mestic markets but also
for export markets. As a
result, farmers who adopt
these methods are expected
to gain greater economic
benefits. 206

U.S. military strikes

3 vessels In eastern

Pacific, Caribbean,
killing 11

Washington February 18

The U.S. military struck
three vessels in the eastern
Pacific and the Caribbean on
Monday, killing 11 people,
the U.S. Southern Command
said Tuesday.

Four people were killed
on the first vessel in the
eastern Pacific, four on the
second vessel in the eastern
Pacific, and three on the
third vessel in the Caribbe-
an, the command said on X.

"Intelligence confirmed
the vessels were transit-
ing along known narco-
trafficking routes and were
engaged in narco-trafficking
operations," the command
claimed.

It added that no U.S. mil-

itary forces were harmed.

The U.S. administration
has not provided evidence
supporting its allegations
about the boats, cargo or the
people killed.

Since early Septem-
ber, the U.S. forces have
launched about 40 known
strikes on alleged drug-
smuggling boats in the
Caribbean and the eastern
Pacific, killing more than
130 people.

The Pentagon resumed
strikes on boats in late Janu-
ary following a Jan. 3 U.S.
military raid in which Ven-
ezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro and his wife were
forcibly seized.

Xinhua

All plantations of rainfed paddy harvested
in Kyunhla Township

Kyunhla February 18

Kyunhla Township Ag-
riculture Department of Sa-
gaing Region stated that
local farmers have harvested
all sown acreage of rainfed
paddy in the township.

In Kyunhla Township,
a total of 34,099 acres of
rainfed paddy were cultivated
during the monsoon cropping
season. Harvesting of the
monsoon paddy fields began
in November 2025, and as of
today, harvesting has been
completed on 100 per cent of
the cultivated acreage, with
an average yield of 73.51

baskets per acre,.

“In Kyunhla Township,
paddy has been cultivated
on a total of 34,099 acres.
At present, all monsoon
paddy fields have been fully
harvested. The cultivated
area exceeded the originally
targeted acreage. For mon-
soon paddy cultivation, we
have been providing the
necessary technologies and
seed varieties, and field ac-
tivities were carried out to
help farmers plant mon-
soon paddy in a timely man-
ner,” said Daw Myint Myint
Yi, Head of the Kyunhla

Township Department of
Agriculture.

During the monsoon
cropping season in Kyun-
hla Township, the relevant
Township Department of
Agriculture and local farm-
ers worked together to en-
sure systematic cultivation
of monsoon paddy without
major difficulties.

In Kyunhla Township,
farmers growing monsoon
paddy are being provided
with agricultural extension
services, including technical
guidance, awareness on pest
prevention, measures to pre-

vent crop losses, and timely
transportation of harvested
paddy to sheltered storage
facilities.

To ensure successful cul-
tivation and good yields
from monsoon paddy fields
in Kyunhla Township, staff
from the Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture are con-
ducting field-level extension
activities, such as promoting
the use of quality seeds,
monitoring pest infestations,
timely weeding, roguing
of off-type plants, and the
systematic application of

fertilizers. 206

Hamas urges "Board
of Peace' to stop
Israeli "violations"
in Gaza

Gaza February 18

Hamas on Tuesday called
on the "Board of Peace" to
intervene and halt what it
described as ongoing Israeli
"violations" of the ceasefire
agreement in the Gaza Strip,
warning that Israel may use
the forum's upcoming meet-
ing as a cover to continue its
military campaign.

In a televised statement,
Hamas spokesman Hazem
Qassem urged the board, set
to convene later this week,
to translate its declared prin-
ciples into concrete steps to
achieve peace in Gaza and
stop Israeli violations.

Qassem noted that de-
velopments over the past
four months indicate Israel
"has not stopped the war of
genocide but has changed
its tools and forms," saying
that "killing, displacement,
blockade and starvation" are
ongoing.

He called on the board
to facilitate the entry of a
committee tasked with ad-
ministering Gaza to begin
construction efforts.

Qassem also demanded a

full lifting of the blockade on
Gaza and the full reopening
of border crossings, reject-
ing what he described as a
"limited partial reopening" of
the Rafah crossing, where he
said travelers are subjected to
"serious violations."

In January, U.S. President
Donald Trump announced
the creation of the Board of
Peace for Gaza, a body in-
tended to oversee the second
phase of a Gaza ceasefire
deal, which focuses on the
enclave's full demilitarization
and reconstruction.

However, the organiza-
tion's founding charter makes
no mention of Gaza, instead
outlining a far broader vision:
a U.S.-controlled organiza-
tion aimed to help resolve
conflicts and wars world-
wide, a role the United Na-
tions has played for decades.
Trump formally launched the
board on Jan. 22 at a charter-
signing ceremony during the
World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland. Some
major global powers and
traditional U.S. allies have
declined to joinit. Xinhua



19-2-2026

WP

Page 13

More than 10,000 acres of sunflower planted
in Indaw Township this year

Indaw February 18

Statistics of Indaw Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers grew
10,950 acres of sunflower in
Indaw Township of Sagaing
Region this year.

During the 2025-2026

winter cropping season in
Indaw Township, sunflower
cultivation has been planned
for 10,965 acres, and plant-
ing began in October 2025.
To date, 10,950 acres have
already been planted.
“During this winter

cropping season in Indaw
Township, sunflowers were
planned for 10,965 acres, and
planting has been completed
on 10,950 acres. Sunflower,
an oil-yielding crop, is being
expanded to help reduce im-
ported cooking oil. Sunflow-

ers produce more oil per acre
compared to groundnuts and
sesame, and in this township,
they are only planted during
the winter,” said U Thein
Khine, Township Head of the
Indaw Township Department
of Agriculture.

To expand sunflower cul-
tivation in Indaw Township,
the Township Department of
Agriculture has been actively
conducting training courses
and awareness programs to

; improve the skills and capac-
| ity of both staff and farmers

who will plant sunflowers.
The township has planned
to provide farmers with seeds,
sell fertilizers and micronu-
trients at affordable prices,
and distribute the harvested
sunflower varieties among
farmers through a farmer-to-
farmer exchange system.
206

Sagaig District grows more
2,000 acres of chilli

Sagaing February 18

A total of 2,295 acres of
croplands has been placed
under chilli plantations in
Sagaing District of Sagaing
Region this cold season, ac-
cording to the district Agri-
culture Department.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season in
Sagaing District, Sagaing
Region, chilli cultivation has
been planned for 2,373 acres.
Planting began in October
2025, and as of today, a total
of 2,295 acres have been
planted—1,164 acres in Sa-
gaing Township, 340 acres in
Myinmu Township, and 791
acres in Myaung Township.

“In Sagaing District, chili

was planned for 2,373 acres,
and planting has been com-
pleted on 2,295 acres. The
cultivation conditions are
favorable, and efforts are be-
ing made to promote chili as
acommercial crop,” said Daw
Myat Moe Win, Head of the
Sagaing District Department
of Agriculture.

For this season, the
planned acreage for chili
cultivation by township is
1,152 acres in Sagaing Town-
ship, 450 acres in Myinmu
Township, and 771 acres in

Myaung Township, totalling

2,373 acres.

Farmers cultivating chili
are receiving technical guid-
ance from township and dis-

trict agricultural departments
on practices to ensure high
yields, access to markets,
pest control, and soil nutrient
management to enhance crop
growth and quality.

Farmers need to cost K1.5
million for cultivation of chilli

than

per acre for the own croplands
and K2.5 million for the ten-
ant croplands. Chilli can be
plunked once every 15 days
till six months. It yields some
100 viss per chilli at the begin-
ning and then 400-500 viss
per week. 206

o

Public

and robbing.

general public.

for Elimination of

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH?”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Notice

More than 19,000 acres of groundnut
cultivated in Kalay Township

Kalay February 18

Statistics of Kalay Town-
ship Agriculture Department
mentioned that local farm-
ers planted 19,292 acres of
groundnut as cold season
crops in Kalay Township of
Sagaing Region this year.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season, Ka-
lay Township planned to
cultivate groundnut on 19,283
acres. Planting began in Oc-

tober 2025, and as of today,
a total of 19,292 acres have
been successfully cultivated,
according to reports.

“Kalay Township planned
to cultivate groundnut on
19,283 acres during the win-
ter cropping season and has
managed to plant 19,292
acres. Groundnut cultivation
is showing good and suc-
cessful growth. As an oilseed
crop, it is in a strong and suc-

cessful position. Groundnut
cultivation has been improv-
ing year by year,” said Daw
Mahn Ewl, Township Head
of the Department of Agricul-
ture in Kalay Township.

In Kalay Township,
groundnut cultivation requires
one and a half baskets of seed
per acre. Including seed costs,
labor charges, fertilizer, and
pesticide expenses, production
costs exceed K200,000 per

acre. Yields are reported to be
more than 50 baskets per acre.

To ensure successful crop
growth, prevent pest and
disease outbreaks, and keep
fields free of weeds, staff
members from the Township
Department of Agriculture
are conducting field inspec-
tions, monitoring conditions,
and collecting surveillance
records through on-site

visits. 206

Yinmabin District
grows more than
14,000 acres of
lablab beans

Yinmabin February 18

According to Sagaing
Region Agriculture Depart-
ment, local farmers planted
14,380 acres of lablab bean
in Yinmabin District of Sa-
gaing Region this cold sea-
son.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season in
Yinmabin District, Sagaing

|| Region, lablab bean culti-

vation has been planned for
14,435 acres. Planting began
in October 2025, and as of
today, a total of 14,380 acres
have been planted—S865
acres in Yinmabin Township
and 13,515 acres in Kani
Township.

“During this winter crop-
ping season in Yinmabin
District, lablab beans were
planned for 14,435 acres,
and 14,380 acres have al-
ready been planted. To en-
sure high yields and good
quality, we have been work-
ing together with farmers to
provide quality seeds, nutri-
ent supplementation, and
post-harvest technical guid-

ance,” said Dr Tin Mar Mar
Qo, Assistant Director of the
Sagaing Region Department
of Agriculture.

For this secason, the
planned acreage by township
is 1,197 acres in Yinmabin
Township and 13,238 acres
in Kani Township, totalling
14,435 acres.

Farmers in Yinmabin
District are receiving guid-
ance from township agri-
cultural departments on ex-
panding cultivation acreage,
achieving high yields, adopt-
ing GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices) methods, planting
quality seeds, and cultivat-
ing high-yielding varieties.

It is noted that crops
grown under the GAP sys-
tem have higher quality than
those grown using conven-
tional methods, can fetch
better prices, and can be sold
not only in domestic markets
but also exported to interna-
tional markets. As a result,
farmers who adopt these
methods can achieve greater

economic benefits. 206
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- PLAN’s big underwater drones push

undersea power toward US shores

by Asia Times.
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